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Foreword to the Electronic Edition
Our Vanishing Heritage

Nearly a century has passed since Allen Rosenkrans published The 
Rosenkrans Family in Europe and America.  We need to update our family 
database so that our own children may be able to read about their forbears, 
as we have been fortunate enough to do.
In my own case, my great grandfather, James Post Rosenkrance [642], and 
my grandfather, James P. Rosenkrans [832], were living when the book 
was published in 1900.  I never knew either of them, as both had died by 
the time I was born in 1936.  My father, James P. Rosenkrans III, was born 
in August 1900, after the book was published, and therefore he does not 
appear in it at all.  He died in 1991, a few weeks short of his 91st birthday.
The youngest [and therefore the last] family member mentioned in the 
book was Clifford Calvin Rosecrans [928].  He was born in February 1899, 
and he would be 98 years old today if he were still living.  It is doubtful that 
many, if any, of the people mentioned in Allen’s book are still alive today.
So the trail back grows longer and colder with each passing year.  I intend 
to complete the histories of my grandfather and great grandfather from 
obituary notices and from stories I heard about them from my father.  And 
I can write about my own father from close personal knowledge.  I plan to 
leave the knowledge of their recent heritage as a legacy to my own children.  
The rest of our fascinating family history is available to them in Allen’s 
book.
Our family is growing at an exponential rate.  There are probably as many 
of us alive today as are mentioned in Allen’s entire book.  If our family 
knowledge base is ever going to be updated, we must get started on it 
now, while the linkages back to persons mentioned in Allen’s book are still 
within living memory.  It is much easier to build the history of a person 
from living memories than it is from old church, land and court records.  
In another generation [generally assumed 33 years], much of this resource 
will be lost forever.

The Information Age
The personal computer has, within the last fifteen years, completely 
revolutionized the way we manage information.  A generation ago, I would 
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have written, polished, and edited the story of my immediate forbears by 
hand, and typed it on a manual typewriter with carbon copies for each 
of my children.  Fifteen years ago [in 1982], I would still have typed it by 
hand, but I would have had xerographic copies made.
I bought my first personal computer and word processor in early 1983.  
This expanded my horizons again, and forever changed the way I write and 
manage data.  I will always have to compose and type in my information 
— there is no getting around that.  But now I could edit, modify and 
rewrite the text with ease.  No more multiple rewrites by hand on paper 
before typing.  I could now compose directly at the keyboard, eliminating 
the handwritten text.  And, I could not only print multiple original copies 
of the text, but I could even give them electronic copies on diskette which 
they in turn could add to and duplicate as necessary in order to pass the 
information to the generations which will follow.
Even then, I could not foresee how far or how fast electronic data processing 
was going to progress.  Developments in mass storage, graphics, relational 
databases, textual databases, scanners and Optical Character Recognition 
[OCR] were still to come.  I was well aware of ARPANET, the forerunner 
of the Internet, but this was a research tool accessible only to people in 
universities and government laboratories that owned mainframe computers.
By the early 1990’s, this exotic [or so it seemed at the time] technology was 
not only available, but it was rapidly improving and dropping in price.  The 
concept of making Allen’s entire book available electronically to my family 
was now beginning to take shape.  In 1991 I bought my first scanner, 
which came bundled with an early OCR program.  Scarcely three years 
later I upgraded both the scanner and OCR software to much-improved 
versions of each, and the possibility of providing my children with electronic 
versions of Allen’s book became real.  In 1994 I began scanning in the text 
and graphics from Allen’s book, a task which took two years to complete, 
working part time.  This text is the result of that effort.
About three years ago, software advances began to open up the Internet to 
the public.  I got “connected” in early 1996.  It was now possible to make 
the text freely available to anyone who wanted it.
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Authenticity
I own one of the original copies of Allen’s text, which I used to scan in the 
text and graphics.  I have made every effort to make this text as accurate 
a reproduction of the original text as possible.  It is not possible to set 
down every change that I made, but you should be aware of the major 
modifications and the general philosophy behind them.  I made no changes 
that would cause a loss of information.  They were mainly corrections and 
improvements to increase the readability.
The major parts of this text which were not in the original book are this 
Foreword, the Table of Contents and everything which follows the “Errata,” 
which was the final page of text in the book.  The purpose of this Foreword 
is to provide a setting for the text: why and how it came to be.
There was no Table of Contents in the original.  Allen’s chapter headings 
and sub-headings were inconsistent.  I changed a couple to make them 
consistent with the majority, and added a few sub-headings where they 
appeared to be needed for clarity and for ease of locating information.
The entire text appears to have been printed to use as little paper as possible.  
The listing of names is by generation.  They occur in one huge chapter 
which occupies over two thirds of the book, with the generations divided 
by sub-headings.  I promoted the generation sub-headings to chapters.  
Even so, the first generation chapter occupies only a few pages, while the 
sixth generation seems to be oversized.
Another paper saving device seems to have been the lack of space between 
paragraphs.  The only way you can tell paragraphs apart is by the indentation 
at the beginning of the paragraph.  Perhaps that was standard at the time 
the book was published.  Today, we add a blank line between paragraphs, 
and I did this.
I corrected spelling and punctuation errors where I found them.  It was not 
possible to correct orthography errors without re-researching the names, 
and so any errors Allen may have made will be carried forward.  The spelling 
checker on the word processor was invaluable here.
I have tried to preserve the flavor of the original text to the maximum extent.  
What we would consider long, run-on sentences today were apparently the 
norm when the book was written.  They are hard to read, and can sometimes 
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be ambiguous.  Nevertheless, I resisted a very strong urge to chop them 
up into clearer, more manageable sentences.  On rare occasions, I added 
or removed a comma when it made the meaning clearer, but that was all.
The grammar checker in my word processor went berserk when I tried to 
use it on Allen’s text, and I had to disable it.  It marked large blocks of his 
text as being too wordy.  I did use it on this Foreword, however.
I had two reasons for correcting the spelling errors.  First, I assumed that 
they were unintentional, and that Allen would have corrected them had he 
been aware of them.  Second, and to me more important, is that I use a 
search engine on the text.  I have the entire book indexed, and I can find 
any word or phrase in a second or two.  Although the search engine is 
clever, it won’t find misspelled words.
I expanded abbreviations where possible, both for clarity and for readability.  
For example “b. 1845” becomes “born 1845”, “m. 1868” becomes “married 
1868”, and “Rev.” becomes “Reverend.”  In my opinion, this makes the text 
easier to read.  Organizations, in particular, tend to come into and go out 
of existence over time, and expanding these abbreviations preserves some 
indication of that individual’s interests and activities.  Examples of these 
include F.&A.M. [Free And Accepted Masons] and G.A.R. [Grand Army of 
the Republic.]  You will still find abbreviations in the text that I could not 
decipher.
The page numbers in this book will not match those of the original.  Both 
books start with the title page as page 1; the original book has 330 pages, 
while my choice of font and page dimensions in my word processor leaves 
me with 307 pages.  This edition has extra pages [e.g., the Table of Contents, 
this Foreword] but leaves out the graphics.  Addition of the graphics will 
greatly increase the number of pages.  Full page graphics were not given 
page numbers in Allen’s book; my word processor insists on doing so.
The locations of the graphics in the text are indicated by angle brackets that 
look like this: <G002/{caption}>.  They can all be found quickly by searching 
for the angle bracket, “<.” The G stands for graphic, the number refers to 
the person in the original text with whom the graphic is associated.  Some 
people in the text have more than one picture associated with them.  In 
these cases, the graphics will have a small case letter associated with them, 
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e.g., G104a, G104b, etc.  Following the slash is the caption associated with 
that picture.  Due to their size, the graphics have been bundled separately.

The Future
There are a lot of questions and opportunities for research about our 
European ancestors that are still open.  The biggest questions are the 
connection between Erik the Knight’s descendants and the Holland branch, 
the connection between the Holland branch and the Norwegian branch, 
and Harmon Hendrik’s Norwegian ancestry.
A century has passed since Allen Rosenkrans researched our probable 
[possible?]  European roots.  Not only has time distanced us from these 
older records, but the two World Wars which have devastated parts of 
Europe undoubtedly took their toll on a lot of physical evidence which 
might have existed a century ago.  All of the countries that we believe to 
hold evidence of our heritage: Denmark, Germany, Holland, and Norway, 
have been involved in at least one of these wars.
On the other hand, Europe is much more easily accessible than it was in 
Allen’s time.  We can jet there and back in a matter of hours instead of 
having to make a seven to ten day trip by boat in each direction.  Allen had 
to depend on friends who were making the trip, the U.S. legations in the 
various cities [this resource would not be available today], paid researchers 
and translators for his data.
We are a much more numerous family today.  America in general has 
become much more cosmopolitan and involved in world affairs than we were 
a century ago.  It is likely that some of us have already visited or even lived 
in the countries in question, and can speak their languages.  For someone 
who has the time and the money, it would be an interesting project to try 
to find some of the “missing links” in Allen’s book.  And perhaps some of 
us already have, and would be willing to share their findings with the rest 
of us on the Internet.
Allen’s book is about the descendants of Harmon Hendrik Rosenkrans, 
a soldier of fortune from Bergen, Norway, who left a Dutch ship in New 
Amsterdam sometime around the mid 1600’s.  He married a widow there 
in 1657, and started a line whose descendants number in the hundreds 
in the United States today.  We know now that Allen’s book is incomplete; 
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several of the lines of descendants of Harmon’s children and grandchildren 
were never followed up.  The Church of the Latter Day Saints has since 
followed up many of these lines, however.
Allen also noted several family members who were not Harmon’s 
descendants and did not follow up on them.  They are, I believe, family 
members whose ancestors immigrated to the United States later.  More 
research into the European family would be needed in order to establish 
such a connection.  However, I have heard of no other origins for the name 
Rosenkrans, and I believe that the name is sufficiently unusual that it 
would not likely have arisen spontaneously during the historical period 
when people were adopting surnames.  Compare the origin of our name 
with the many unrelated blacksmiths who adopted the surname Smith 
or barrel makers who took the name Cooper.  Perhaps there was a florist 
whose rose wreaths were renowned!

James Post Rosenkrans, IV 
Frederick, Maryland 

19 March 1997
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Foreword to the Second Digital Edition
Our Vanishing Heritage

Sixteen years ago, when I first published Allen’s book on the Internet, the 
youngest member of our family mentioned in the book would have been 98 
years old.  At that time, I did not think that there would be many, if any, 
of the original entries still alive.  I suggested that if any of them were, we 
ought to try to record any of their remaining memories while we could.  At 
this time, I think it’s safe to say that none of them are still with us.  We are 
now completely on our own.
Fortunately for those who follow us, record keeping has continued to 
improve since Allen’s time: in quality, in quantity, and in inclusiveness.  
The amount of information stored about an individual increased, as has 
the type and accuracy.  Improvements in digital hardware and processing 
methods have made it possible to store this information in ever decreasing 
volumes, as well as to retrieve it rapidly and efficiently when it is needed.  
A useful side-effect of this has been the freezing of the spelling of names.  
Allen’s observation that people were sloppy about how they spelled their 
names in the past has been superseded by the requirement to be consistent 
or be lost in a data search.
Sadly, I had little interest in genealogy when I was younger.  My father, 
who was born less than a year after the book was published, passed away 
in 1991, and it wasn’t until after I inherited my copy of Allen’s book that I 
started on the work that ultimately led to my Web site, www.rosenkrantz-
genealogy.org.  That project raised many questions that he could have 
answered but now never will be.  Both he and my mother, hoping that 
perhaps someday I would take an interest in our family history, assembled 
a hodge-podge of old photographs and hand-written notes that we are 
still trying to decipher.  So even if your own progeny have little interest in 
genealogy at the moment, take the time to record what you know and keep 
it in a safe place because it is likely that someday they will.

The Information Age
Looking back over the Foreword to the first edition, I have to say that for 
a tecchie like me, it has been a technologically exciting time to have lived 
through.  Starting with a childhood where computers were the stuff of 
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science fiction, through the early and unbelievably expensive mainframes, 
to the PCs we take for granted today was a development I would never have 
believed possible.
The advances over the past sixteen years have mandated a complete re-
write from the ground up to update a site that I thought was complete at 
the time:

The Internet.
Then:  Dial up modems were the norm.  Downloading this document with 
its entire complement of graphics was an overnight procedure.  The files 
were stored on sixteen 1.44 MB diskettes (also the norm.)  Sometimes 
the download would hang part-way through and had to be re-started the 
following evening.  And once you had all of the files, you had to use your 
own word processor to assemble them into a reasonable replica of the 
book.
Now:  DSL is the norm.  It takes but a few minutes to download a complete 
copy of the book in PDF format.  And some people already have FIOS, 
which is faster than DSL and is replacing it.  And search engines have 
made research for ancestors and facts about them so much easier.

Scanners.
Then:  Affordable scanners were in the 150 dpi (dots per inch) range.  Since 
the halftones (images formed by little black dots) in Allen’s book were ~65 
or 70 dpi, there was a major problem with Moiré patterns. These arose 
because of a lack of synchronization between the scanner and the dots it 
was recording.  They could be partially eliminated by carefully adjusting 
the position of the scanned document so that was exactly parallel with 
the sensors, a manual trial-and-error operation that could be very time-
consuming.  And even this could be defeated by uneven changes is the 
paper.  Adjusting the resolution of the scanner (internally by software) also 
helped.  In the end, his had to be manually corrected by painstaking hand 
editing in Photoshop.
Now:  The current set of images was rescanned at 1200 dpi.  At this 
resolution, it was possible to view the individual dots in Photoshop, as they 
were now squares ~10×10 pixels across. Experimentation with blurring 
using the Box Blur indicated that setting the blur radius to 10 pixels gave 
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me the best balance between the appearance of continuous tone and a 
sharp image.

Software
Then:
OmniPage Optical Character Recognition (OCR) was developed by the 
Caere Corporation in the 1980’s, sold to ScanSoft in 2000, and acquired 
by Nuance in 2005  The use of OCR was necessary in order to convert 
the book into text that could be searched and edited.  The first release 
of the book in 1997 was a text-only version in RTF format, chosen for 
its compatibility with almost all word processors available at the time.  
Although RTF had a limited formatting capability, it was better than TXT 
which had none.
Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator were used to create the first set of 
graphics.  They had the ability to read, modify, and write almost all of the 
graphics formats in use at the time.  After editing, the first set of graphics 
was output as 72 dpi JPG files that could be incorporated into the HTML 
text for display at a computer terminal.  JPG is a lossy compression (i.e., 
it loses information when compressed) that speeds up the response time 
when it is being downloaded to a computer.  For printing, a minimum of 
150 dpi is required, and so the same images could be used for downloading 
the graphics in TIF format, which is not lossy.
Word Processing and HTML were handled by Microsoft Word and FrontPage.  
The actual site construction was done with FrontPage, which had an 
interface similar to Word, and could be learned in a day or two if you were 
familiar with Word.  The last edition of FrontPage was in 2003, and it has 
been replaced by other programs.
Now:
OmniPage is still the best OCR software on the market.  The early versions 
had trouble reading newspaper text; the current version converts it almost 
error-free.  Unfortunately, my copy of Allen’s book is deteriorating rapidly 
as may be seen in the figure below.  Ink is flaking off of the print.  The 
irregular shapes are automatically compensated for by our brains, while 
the OCR software does not.  Another problem is ink from text transferring 
to adjacent pages. See following figures.
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Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator are still the best programs for handling 
graphics.  They have acquired new capabilities in the intervening years.
Word Processing in the early stages - proofreading, error correcting, and re-
formatting - is still done with Word, partly because I am very familiar with 
the program and partly because the OmniPage program outputs its text in 
in this format.  I have found that a lot of the processing of the OmniPage 
output can be speeded up using macros in Word, especially since I can 

ink Transferring TO OppOsiTe page

ink flaking Off Of TexT
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incorporate some fairly elementary Visual Basic for Applications (VBA) in 
them.
Word processing in the final stages is done with Adobe InDesign, a 
program that did not exist when I created the first edition.  InDesign is 
counterintuitive after using Word, so it was reserved for the final touches.  
InDesign has the advantage that it can output both the PDF files needed 
for downloading as well as the HTML file needed to present the book with.
The final site creation was done with Adobe Dreamweaver, which provided 
the vehicle for the online book as well as for downloading the PDF file.

Authenticity
In 2008, Allen’s book was digitized by the Internet Archive with funding 
provided by Microsoft.  An exact copy of this book became available for 
download in several formats including PDF.  I strongly urge you to download 
this version, which can be searched for words or phrases.  It has all of the 
graphics, although at this time I have not been able to find a way to copy 
them.  You can download a copy at this URL:
 http://archive.org/details/rosenkransfamily00rose
Because my earlier version was OCR’ed and proofread, there are bound to 
be discrepancies because I missed some differences in my proofreading.  I 
made every attempt to keep my version as close as possible to the original 
with the following exceptions:
I added a Foreword in order to list any changes I made and to explain why 
I made them.
I added a Table of Contents that was wholly lacking in the original.
The people in Allen’s book, all nine generations of them, are lumped into 
one 276 page chapter, or 83% of the book.  I broke this large chapter 
into nine chapters, one per generation, and promoted each generation to 
chapter level.  Even so, the chapters vary widely in size.  Chapters 1 and 9 
are the smallest, only two pages each.  The sixth generation occupied the 
most space, with ninety four pages (28 % of the book.)  Still, it was a useful 
division for creating an organized Table of Contents.
There were several cosmetic changes as well.  Indenting every paragraph 
was normal at that time; I eliminated the indentations in order to bring the 
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book in line with current practice.  There were no blank lines after each 
paragraph.  I added a blank line after every paragraph, also in keeping 
with current practice.
I corrected all the spelling errors that I or the spelling checker found.  The 
justification for this is that I am certain that Allen would have done so as 
well.  In addition, misspelled words, especially personal and place names 
must be spelled correctly to be found with a search engine.
I did not check the spelling of surnames, which would have been an 
overwhelming task.  If Allen entered an incorrectly spelled name, then 
the best I could do was to insure that I did not exacerbate the problem by 
adding more errors.  I tried especially hard to insure that names transferred 
correctly from his text to mine.
I expanded all abbreviations.  While some of them are fairly universally 
understood, others drop out of use in time.  F.&A.M. (Free and Accepted 
Masons) is still recognizable today although the organization is in decline.  
Perhaps in another generation or two it will disappear altogether, leaving 
readers wondering what it meant.  G.A.R. (Grand Army of the Republic) is 
a better example, which consisted of veterans of the Civil War.  The last 
authenticated (there were some frauds) veteran of the Civil War died on 
August 2nd, 1956.
Status changes: m. becomes married, Bap. becomes baptized, etc.
Months: Jan. becomes January, etc.
Ranks:  Gen. becomes General, etc.
States: N.J. becomes New Jersey, etc.
Titles: Rev. becomes Reverend, etc.
Mr. and Mrs.:  These are not changed.
Because of the existence of the Archive.org copy, I have felt less restrained 
to keep this version identical with the original.  Where there is any question 
at all, compare the two and accept the Archive version unless collateral 
information to the contrary exists.
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The Future
I grow old … I grow old 
I shall wear my trousers rolled 
 
Shall I comb my hair behind? 
Do I dare to eat a peach? 
 
I shall wear white flannel trousers 
And walk upon the beach 
 
I hear the mermaids singing, each to each 
I do not think that they will sing to me 

From “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” 
by T.S. Eliot, 1915

Creating this Web site, which I started a few years before I retired, was a large 
time-consuming task.  It was spread out over several years and has been fairly 
stable since the late 1990’s.  But time and progress have outdated much of 
it, in particular the goal of making it freely accessible to anyone interested.  
After looking at it closely in June of 2012, I realized that I needed to update 
the download technology.
With the publication of the Archive.org version in 2008, a downloadable 
version became available that was both 100% true to the original version 
and could be downloaded quickly.  My version is still hyperlinked to allow 
the rapid tracing of one’s roots back to Harmon given a link to any entry in 
the book.  The formatting has been opened up and, I hope, made easier read.  
Expanding all abbreviations should also increase the readability, especially 
where the abbreviations have gone out of use (e.g., G.A.R.)
My spelling checker caught a number of spelling errors that I fixed.  I had to 
quarrel with and override the grammar checker on a number of occasions, 
which may only indicate that the grammar rules have changed on my watch 
and I have not kept up with them.  Allen tended to use sentences that would 
be deemed overly long by today’s standards, and in general I left them alone.  
Punctuation was a mixed bag: the OCR turned a lot of spots and speckles 
into random punctuation errors, and I was left pretty much on my own 
here.  I highly recommend downloading a copy of the Archive.org version for 
comparison with this one in case you have any question about its authenticity.
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Because of the existence of the Archive.org version, and because of 
improvements in Photoshop features, I did take the liberty of “prettying-up” 
the graphics.  The contrast was low in almost every case, and that was boosted.  
Each dot in a halftone represents the average of a multiplicity of grey areas 
associated with that dot.  This information is lost forever when you create the 
dot.  The best you can do is to devise a series of tricks to make it appear better 
when you reconvert the dots to grey again.
To get rid of spots and speckles in clothing I both darkened it and added 
overlay textures.  Eyes were given a bit of sparkle, blotchy skin (mostly due to 
halftone artifacts) was smoothed out, and hair was sharpened with the hand 
tools.  Sharpening had to be very carefully done because it easily brought the 
dots back.
In almost all cases the plain backgrounds were replaced with gradients and 
artificial shadows.  In a few cases I even added wallpaper to liven up a print.  
Clouds were added to the outdoors scenes.  Every graphic required many 
hours of careful, sometimes pixel by pixel hand editing.
There is also a lot of information on the site that was not in Allen’s book.  I have 
in my possession Harmon’s original will, dated 1692.  It is badly deteriorated, 
the ink has faded, and it is almost illegible.  At the request of a correspondent, 
I have since photographed it and by pushing Photoshop to extremes I made 
it fairly legible.  This raised a further question about Harmon’s seal.  I have 
therefore done a series of macrophotography images of this seal from several 
light angles and several camera angles.  So far, no one has been able to 
interpret his seal.  This information will be added to the site in the near 
future.  Everything of interest on the site will ultimately be converted to PDF 
format for easy downloading.
This will probably be my last revision of this site.  Where it goes from here will 
be out of my hands.  I have had fun building and maintaining it.  But, like Mr. 
Prufrock, the project is getting beyond what I can handle.  I hope that some 
people have found it interesting and informative, and that it will inspire some 
of you to attempt to fill in the missing gaps in Allen’s book, bring the history 
from 1900 forward, and possibly trace Harmon’s history further back.

Jim Rosenkrans 
Frederick, Maryland 

March 2013
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Preface
It is said that an ungrateful generation neglects the memory of its fathers, 
but Moses, the inspired law-giver, cherished the memory of his fathers 
and made a record of them and of his people for the benefit of future 
generations.  Let us do likewise.
The people of the United States of America, with their enterprising 
and impetuous spirit; ever in quest of new discoveries and greater 
acquisitions, have somewhat neglected the things of the past, but a 
new era is now being inaugurated of National expansion and world-
wide improvements, and it behooves us as a Christian and a progressive 
people to treasure up the valuable things of the past and make provision 
for the future.
Among the leading nations of Europe genealogies have long been recorded 
and kept white in this country they- have been neglected, but during 
these latter days of invention and discovery and progress, birth records 
are being made in the States, and family genealogies are being multiplied, 
and, since the Rosenkrantz family is a titled and a distinguished one in 
Northwestern Europe, and is at least honorable in this country, why 
should not the names and doings of the American branch be recorded?
In offering to the public this genealogy of the Rosenkrans family in this 
country, the compiler does not claim to have found and recorded the 
names of all the descendants of Harmon Hendrick Rosenkrans, our first 
American ancestor, yet he hopes in this volume to contribute materially to 
the reader’s knowledge of the family both in Europe and America from the 
beginning of the family, 1227, A. D., to this closing year of the nineteenth 
century and probably near the closing one of the present dispensation.
The information concerning the family in Europe having been received 
by letters from public officials, will appear in letter form, followed by a 
summary, and the genealogy and history of the family in this country, 
obtained from various sources, will appear in individual form, generation 
by generation, according to the number of the name, while that of 
the children and grandchildren of Rosenkrans women will be given in 
connection with their parents. In giving the family name of individuals, 
many of whom have {Page 006}  changed the orthography, that form of 
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spelling it will be given as far as known that was last used by the person 
mentioned.
Some mistakes will undoubtedly appear, as some have failed to answer 
letters of inquiry, and reports concerning them have been received from 
others, frequently fragmentary and conflicting besides changes have taken 
place in some families since the reports were received.  To the many who 
have courteously and kindly answered letters of inquiry and have thus 
aided in the formation of this genealogy, the writer herewith tenders most 
grateful acknowledgments.  In the undertaking and execution of the work, 
covering a period of about seven years, the compiler trusts that he has 
not been actuated by mercenary motives, but has had in view the interests 
of the entire family, as well as his own, believing that a genealogy and 
history will not only afford the reader a better knowledge of the family, 
but will tend to produce increased fraternal relations among the scattered 
members and give pleasure and satisfaction to coming generations.
Having completed the work with a realizing sense of the Divine guidance 
from Beginning to End, I now dedicate this volume to “SELAH,1” imploring 
upon it the Divine blessing, and upon all whose names are herein recorded.

THE AUTHOR

2 

  

1 ED: The use of “SELAH” in this context appears to be wrong.  Allen seems to be appealing to some 
sort of divine entity capable of bestowing blessings.  The word is used 71 times in the Old Testament, 
and is found at the end of some of the Psalms.  Its meaning is not entirely clear, but it appears to infer, 
“Pay careful attention to what was said here.”  It may also have had a musical role, as the Psalms were 
often sung in ancient times.  There is an abundance of information available on the Internet about the  
meaning of SELAH.
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Family Traditions
A tradition among the descendants of Colonel John Rosenkrans, and 
perhaps others, is that our forefathers were Hollanders, and that our 
first American ancestor came from Amsterdam.
A second tradition in this branch of the family is that a Rosenkrans 
ancestor died in Holland leaving a fortune to which the American 
branch of the family is entitled by inheritance.
A third tradition, or legend, regarding the origin and beginning of the 
Rosenkrantz family and name somewhat mysteriously received 
by the writer, 1880, is in substance as follows; “A bonny Scott, by 
the name of Donald Mack, 1050 years ago, went to another country 
and married a fair daughter of the land. He raised a family of seven 
children — of sons brave and daughters true. A descendant of his, 
the eldest son of the eldest, whose mother was not of Scotch descent, 
went to war and by his bravery won the name of Rosenkrans. He was 
afterward crowned, or presented, with a garland of roses, which he 
added to his coat of arms, and took the name of Rosenkrantz.”
A fourth tradition, coming from Steuben County, New York, is that in 
the time of William 1st, Prince of Orange, then Ruler of the Netherlands, 
a celebrated Swedish military officer was sent by the king of Sweden to 
instruct Maurice, the son of Prince William, in the science of military 
engineering; that Maurice became a great military chieftain, and that 
a son of the military instructor in Holland came to this country and 
was the progenitor of the Rosenkrans family here. A continuation of 
this tradition, received from the same source, and which has found its 
way into Everett & Peck’s History of Sussex and Warren Counties, New 
Jersey1, (p. 195) is as follows; One “Alexander Augustus Rosenkrans 
came from  Holland to New Amsterdam in 1689, accompanied by his 
wife whose maiden name is not known. He reared a family of sons and 
daughters among who was John Rosenkrans, who was born May 18, 
1724.”

EXPLANATIONS
Tradition first: — Regarding Holland as the former home of our 
Rosenkrans ancestors, is undoubtedly true, and is corroborated by 
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the European reports, as may be seen in the history of “The Family in 
Europe,” though the family did not originate in Holland, nor did our 
first American ancestor come directly from Amsterdam to this country, 
but from Bergen, Norway, as his marriage record declares.
Tradition second: — Concerning the fortune left in Holland and its 
inheritance, seems founded upon facts as to its having been left 
there, but not as to its inheritance by the American branch of the 
family. In 1895, the writer made inquiry of our American Minister at 
the Hague, The Honorable W.E. Quimby, concerning the Rosenkrans 
family in Holland, and also concerning the fortune, but while reporting 
concerning the family in Amsterdam through the officials there he 
said nothing about the fortune, and, having no hopes of receiving any 
benefit from it, further inquiry was not made. Mrs. A.E. White [196], of 
Steuben County, New York, reports that a Hollander once in the employ 
of her father in Hammondsport, stated that in a newspaper received 
from Holland, there was an advertisement for the heirs of a certain 
Rosenkrans who had died there leaving a fortune, and suggested that 
it probably belonged to the Rosenkranses in this country. This was 
probably the origin of the tradition. She reports also that subsequently 
upon inquiry a relative of the family received intelligence through 
the American Minister in Holland, that one “Augustus Adolphus 
DeRosenkrantz,” a bachelor, had died there leaving a fortune, but as 
no heirs had come to claim it, it eventually revered to the Crown or 
State, The name “DeRosenkrantz,” indicates that he was of the Baronial 
line of the Danish noble family, and if so, the American branch of the 
family could not have inherited the fortune, as it did not come from 
that branch of the family, but, as indicated by the European reports, 
the American branch originated in a German branch, prior to the time 
when the Danish noble family adopted the name,
Tradition third: — regarding the origin of the Rosenkrantz family and 
name is remarkably confirmed by the early records of the family in 
Europe, as shown in letter 20 and in the summary. Erik, the eldest son 
of the eldest, was presented with a Rose-wreath, 1325, which he added 
to his coat of arms and took the name of Rosenkrantz.
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Tradition fourth: — Has not been corroborated by any reports or records 
found, except that Maurice, son of Prince William, did truly become 
a great military chieftain, and successfully withstood the Army of 
Spain under the able leadership of Alva and others who succeeded 
him. For confirmation of this tradition, the writer was referred to Motley 
on the Netherlands, but, after a careful reading of all Motley’s works 
on the “Dutch Republic,” and. the “United Netherlands,” and the “life 
of Barneveldt,” the writer has failed to find the mention of any such 
Swedish instructor, or the Rosenkrans name, though the Amsterdam 
records show that-Jacob Dirkson Rosenkrans, a supposed ancestor, was 
banished from Holland by Alva, 1567, on account of his Protestantism, 
and that his son Dirk Roosecrans, whose picture is herein presented, 
was Captain of the Civil Guard of Amsterdam, when Prince William was 
assassinated, 1584. The continuation of the above tradition concerning 
Alexander Augustus as the emigrant in 1689, whose wife’s name is said 
to be unknown, is mainly erroneous. Authentic records have since been 
found as related in “sources of family information” showing that Alexander 
(not Alexander Augustus) was the son of the emigrant, Harmon Hendrick 
Rosenkrans; that he was born in Kingston, New York, about 1660; was 
married to Marretjen DuPuy, 1713; purchased land on the Delaware in 
Morris, now Sussex County, New Jersey, 1729, and, dividing his tract, 
sold one-half of it to his son Harmen, 1742, and the other half to his son 
Johannis, 1745.
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(Endnotes)
1   ED: Allen refers to Everett & Peck frequently throughout this book. This is confusing not 
only because a contemporary artist by the name of Everett Peck dominates the search results on the 
Internet, but also because Allen got the name of the publisher wrong.  The correct spelling is Everts 
(not Everett). The text he is referring to is “History of Sussex and Warren Counties, New Jersey” 
by James P. Snell. It was published by Everts and Peck of Philadelphia in 1881. It is available 
at http://archive.org/details/historyofsussexw00snel as a free download from the Internet 
Archive in several formats.
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Sources of Family Information
In 1866, while living in Newton, New Jersey, the writer was visited by 
Selim B. Rosenkrans, of Webster City, Iowa, formerly of Hammondsport, 
New York, who reported that the family Bible of Colonel John Rosenkrans, 
with its family records, was then in possession of his grandmother, the 
widow of Levi Rosenkrans [045], then living in Hammondsport, and by 
request, on his return there, copied those records and sent them to me, 
These records, copied into my family Bible, in 1866, consist of the birth of 
John Rosenkrans 1724; his marriage to Margaret DeWitt, 1751; the births 
of his wife and fourteen children, and his own death, 1786. These were the 
earliest records it contained, though some now imagine it contained earlier 
ones. This old Bible, Selim B. informs me, went among strangers after the 
death of Colonel John, and was recovered in Pennsylvania forty years later 
by his Uncle Joseph [089], and now remains in his possession, A few years 
subsequent to this, I unexpectedly came across the family Bible of my 
grandfather Major Benjamin Rosenkrans, in possession of Peter Kintner, 
the son-in-law of Benjamin’s departed widow and second wife, which I 
procured with the family records. These Bible records, with my father’s 
and my own, afford a Bible family record back to my great grandfather, 
Colonel John Rosenkrans, born 1724.
After the death of my uncle Elijah Rosenkrans, of Newton, November 
1885, through the courtesy of John S. Howell, administrator of his estate, 
I received a roll of family documents found in an old trunk once belonging 
to my grandfather, Major Benjamin, which papers have come down from 
Colonel John Rosenkrans, and some of them from Alexander, his father. 
Among these was the original deed dated March 26 and 27, 1729-30, from 
John Crooke, Jr., of Kingston, New York, to Alexander Rosenkrans, and 
Fredrick Schoonmaker, of Rochester, Ulster County, New York, for nine 
hundred acres of land on the Delaware, in Walpack, New Jersey; also a 
deed from Schoonmaker to Rosenkrans, 1742, for his one-half interest in 
said land, and a deed dated 1745, from Alexander Rosenkrans and his wife 
Marriky” to their youngest son Johannis for one-half of the tract of land, 
they having sold the other half to their eldest son Harmen 1742. These 
land records, previously undiscovered, since the death of my grandfather, 
in 1848, extended the ancestral line of the Rosenkrans family back another 
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generation from Colonel John, of Walpack, to Alexander, his father, of 
Rochester, Ulster County, New York.
These land records entered at Kingston, New York, and at Burlington, in 
West New Jersey, suggested another source of family information — the 
land records — and from the counties where the early members of the 
family settled in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Ohio, much 
family information as to names, and places and dates has since been 
obtained. In 1892 my attention was called by Thomas G. Bunnell, editor of 
the “New Jersey Herald,” of Newton, New Jersey, to a copy of the “Church 
Life,” issued by the First Reformed Dutch Church of Port Jervis, New York, 
in which was given from church records by the noted family genealogist, 
William H. Nearpass, editor of the “Gazette,” of Port Jervis, New York, the 
genealogy of the Rosenkrans family in one certain line from the emigrant 
of the family Herman Hendrickszen Rosenkrans, who was married in New 
York 1657, down through Alexander and Colonel John to members of the 
family still living.
This church record carried the Rosenkrans ancestral line back still 
another generation from Alexander, of Ulster County, New York, to his 
father, Herman Hendrickszen, of New Amsterdam, married there 1657, 
and formerly of Bergen, Norway, Thus the family record, Providentially 
received, generation by generation, in successive order, from Bible, Land 
and Church records. was extended back to the first American ancestor, and 
to the place in Europe whence he came, revealing the names of himself, 
his wife and children and some of his grandchildren, none of whom except 
Alexander, and his son John had ever been heard of by living members 
of the family, while but few had heard of Alexander and that merely by 
tradition as already related in “family traditions.”
These church records of the early Dutch settlers in New York City, Ulster 
and Orange Counties, New York, Sussex and Somerset, New Jersey, and 
Northampton, Pennsylvania where the early members of the family had 
settled, afforded another fruitful source of family information to learn of 
the family of Harmon Hendrick Rosenkrans, and to trace his descendants 
down to the present generation. Having eventually received from this 
source much information of the early family hitherto unknown, and which 
I deemed too valuable to be lost to the family, the writer in the spring 
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of 1893 commenced a correspondence with members of the Rosenkrans 
name throughout the States to gather what information he could from old 
Bible records and from aged members of the family in order to secure the 
genealogy to the present time, that eventually a history of the family might be 
published, either by himself or another, as circumstances might determine.
During this period of 1892-3 I came in correspondence with several writers 
of genealogies, viz: Jeremiah Pelton, of New York, whose family is connected 
with our own; J.P. Wintermute, of Delaware, Ohio, likewise connected, and 
O.J. Harvey, of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, who was writing up the Nesbitt 
family; a member of which, Phebe Nesbitt, wife of Timothy Hopkins, was 
the mother of Jemima (Hopkins) Rosecrans, the mother of General William 
Stark Rosecrans. From these historians the writer received some family 
information and a stimulus to pursue the work to completion.
In answer to a letter of inquiry directed to Elijah Rosenkrans, or family, of 
Hohokus, New Jersey, in the spring of 1893, I received a note and a call 
from his son, William D. Rosencrantz, who was interested in the family 
history and gave an account of the titled DeRosencrantz family, of Norway, 
from which family he naturally supposed we were descended, since our 
ancestor came from Norway. He had some personal knowledge of the family 
in Norway, having been a military student and a witness of the battles of 
the Franco-Prussian war of 1870-71, under the protection wof Marshall 
McMahon, of France, in whose army were two sons of a Baron DeRosencrantz, 
of Norway, with whom he became acquainted, and from whom he received 
a history of the Norwegian noble family, which history was subsequently 
lost. While the Norwegian family was a titled one, he represented that the 
Rosenkrans family was also numerous and influential in Germany. Here 
again was providentially opened up another field for investigation back of 
those successively found, and in the country whence our ancestor came 
inspiring a desire to learn of the family there, to find the connection between 
the European and American branches, and, if possible, to search out from 
the records of the past the beginning of the Rosenkrans family and name, 
which in accordance with the legend received I believed to have originated 
with the reception of a Rose-wreath, and, perhaps, with the title of nobility 
at the same time. With what signal success my efforts have been crowned 
may be definitely learned by a perusal of “The Rosenkrans family in Europe,” 
and especially the “Summary.”
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Formation and Orthography of Names
In the beginning of the race names were significant, descriptive of something 
concerning the person’s birth or character or surroundings. Adam signifies 
earth and also a progenitor, and primarily includes both male and female, 
the latter being a part of the former. Adam said of Eve, “This is now bone 
of my bone and flesh of my flesh,” and said, “She shall be called woman 
because taken out of man,” and “Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because 
she was the mother of all living “The Savior is called “Jesus because he shall 
save His people from their sins,” and his followers are called Christians 
because they are the followers of Christ, the Savior of the world. Names 
were singular in primitive times, as Adam, Seth, Enoch, Abram, but as 
the inhabitants increased in numbers, names were necessarily multiplied 
and doubled, in order to designate one person from another, and family 
from family, Among the early Hebrews, the people of Heber, as seen in the 
Bible, one was designated by telling whose son he was, as “Joshua the 
son of Nun,” “Caleb the son of Jephunneh,” “James and John the sons of 
Zebidee.”
In England, at a later period, an improved mode of designating individuals 
was adopted, forming a family name by adding son to the possessive 
form of the father’s name, thus William’s son John would be called 
John Williamson. The sons of Peter and John would be called Peterson 
and Johnson. In this manner  was undoubtedly formed such names as 
Jackson, Thompson, Richardson and Hendrickson. This improved method 
of forming surnames was in use in Denmark and Norway perhaps earlier 
than in England, and it is said to have been more fully adopted in England 
after the Norman Conquest. But the surname in Denmark in early times 
usually applied only to the sons, thus changing every generation, and since 
family names have become fixed there, as in the Rosenkrantz family, the 
sons are still designated by the father’s name as above described. Among 
the early notables of Norway, the sons of Olaf, the Norse Sea Kings, were 
called Olafsson; Olaf, the son of King Harold, was called Olaf Haroldsson, 
and King Haakons sons were called Haakonsson, thus retaining the 
double “ss,” while in England the single “s” was dropped. This method 
of forming names and designating individuals may be seen in the list of 
names presented in the letters received, giving genealogical lists of the 
families in Europe. The Holland list (19) begins with Jacob Dirksen, which 
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denotes him to have been Jacob the son of Dirk. The next is Dirk Dirksen, 
and following these are Jacob Dirksen, the banished, and his son Dirk 
Jacobsen, the Captain of the Civil Guard, whose picture and seal are herein 
given. The Norwegian list (14) begins the noble Danish family with Niels 
Iversen, evidently the son of Iver. Niels’ sons are Erik Nielsen, Iver Nielsen, 
and Jenseller Johannis Nielsen. The Copenhagen list (15) begins with Erik, 
the first known member of the family, His son was Iver Eriksen, and Iver’s 
son was Niels Iversen, above mentioned, the father of Erik Nielsen, the 
Nobleman and Knight who first adopted the name Rosenkrantz,

Formation Of Names Among The Early Settlers Of 
This Country

When the Hollanders first came to New Amsterdam and to the counties of 
Ulster and Orange and Sussex, in the 17th and the beginning of the 18th 
century, many of them had not yet taken family names but adopted them 
after coming here from the names of the places whence they came, with 
the prefix “Van,” which in Dutch, signifies from, And those who had family 
names did not always write them in their signatures. The only signature 
found written by Harmon Hendrick Rosenkrans was in 1683, in which he 
wrote it Harmoun Hyndryx,” leaving off the family name Rosenkrans. In 
some of the early Holland names having “Van” as a prefix, the “Van” has 
been dropped from the name, while in others it is still retained, Among 
these who thus took names after coming here may be mentioned the names 
of VanAken, or Aaken, VanGarden, VanSchoonhoven, VanOosterhout; 
VanVredenburg, VanNimwegen, VanKampen, Van Winkle, VanNest, 
VanEtten, Van Westphalen, Van Kuykendal, VanFleet, VanBenscoten. 
From six of the above names mentioned the “Van” has been dropped 
in Sussex and Orange Counties, and nearly all of them have been 
somewhat changed in form and spelling. They are now usually written 
as follows: VanAuken, VanGorden, Schoonover, Oosterhout, Fredenburg, 
Van lnwegen, VanCampen, VanWinkle, VanNess, VanEtten, Westfall, 
Coykendall, VanFleet, and VanScoten. The first ten of the above list of 
names having married in the early Rosenkrans family, will be again noticed 
in their respective places where first found in the Rosenkrans records and 
their genealogies in most cases will be given to the emigrant of the family.
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Orthograhy Of Names — The Rosenkrans Name
The spelling of names varies in different countries according to the different 
sounds and usage of letters, and also according to the different ideas of 
those who change them. In the English formation of family names ending 
with son, the s forming the possessive is dropped, while in Scandinavia it 
is usually retained, forming the “ss,” as seen in the names mentioned. In 
Holland Dutch son is spelled “sen,” and also “zen,” and zoon. Double o is 
common in the Holland language where but one is used in the English, as 
will be seen in the following names from which one o has been dropped 
from the original spelling since coming here, as Kool, or Cool, changed 
to Cole; Hoornbeck to Hornbeck; Hootalen to Hotalen; Roosa to Rosa; 
Roosecrans to Rosecrans. As reported in letter (1) Rose in Holland Dutch 
is spelled Roose, hence in the Holland picture of Captain Dirk it is spelled 
Roosecrans, and in one report from Holland it is written Dirck Jacobszoon 
Roosencrans, signifying Dirck Rosenkrans son of Jacob.
The family name adopted by Erichs, as spelled in German, and Erik, in 
Danish, was at first spelled Rosenkrantz, being German, as reported from 
Germany, and Denmark and Norway, but the name has since been variously 
spelled in Europe as well as in this country by members of the family. 
The report says that the Danish form of spelling the name at present is 
Rosenkrands; the Norwegian, Rosencrantz; the Swedish, Rosenkrans, and 
that the Danish noble family still residing in Holstein, Germany, where the 
name originated, continues to spell it Rosenkrantz, as in the  beginning. 
From Copenhagen it is reported that the following spellings of the name are 
found written in the Danish Noble Family, viz: Rosenkrantz, Rosenkrandts, 
Rosenkrans, Rosenkrands, Rooszenkrantz, and Rosenkraunts. From 
Sweden Rosencrants is added and from Holland are added Rosenkrauntz, 
and Roosencrans and Roosecrans. Among the Germans in this country is 
found the added forms of Rosencrantz, Rosencranz, Rosenkranz, making 
thirteen different forms among the foreign born. It is said in Denmark that 
during the early times very little writing was done and no importance was 
attached to the spelling, but in this country it seems to be otherwise; that 
the changes have been made in order to improve the spelling, whether 
successful or not.
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The following different forms of spelling the name have been found 
among the descendants of Harmon Hendrick in this country, written 
by themselves, viz; Rosenkrans, Rosencrans, Rosencrants, Rosecrons, 
Rosecrans, Rosenkrance, Rosegrant, Rosencrance, Rosencrantz, 
Rosekrans, Rosacrans, being eleven in number — seven being new forms 
— making twenty-one in all.
No original writing of the family name by Harmon Hendrick has been found 
and therefore we shall spell it as we do our own, the form adopted by 
Colonel John, it being also the way it was first found written in Kingston, 
1661. In the case of others the name will be usually written as far as 
known according to their last form of writing it. A. quotation mark about a 
name denotes its original form where spoken of. The first original writing 
of the family name found in the line of Alexander is by Harmen, the son of 
Alexander, in a deed to Isaac VanCampen, 1754, written Rosekrans, and 
by his brother Colonel John, it is so written in a will, 1756, but in his last 
will, 1886, it is written Rosenkrans, In deeds given by Alexander and Dirk 
they have only written their initials as their mark. In the line of Dirk the 
first original spelling found is in a will of Cathrintje Rosencrants,” widow 
of Captain Daniel, 1803, who probably spelled her name as her husband 
had done. The next is in the will of the Captain’s son James, 1832, written 
“Rosecrons.”  The name of the members of that family in Pennsylvania, 
from 1798 to 1804, is usually written “Rosecrants.”  As reported from 
Delaware County, Ohio, Daniel, a son of Captain Daniel, in a deed of 1825, 
signed his name Rosacrans, as did his son Crandall, 1831. In a deed of 
1831 Daniel, and his wife Thankful, signed their name Rosecrans, which is 
the first instance found where spelled by one of the family in this manner, 
and this is the present form of spelling the name by the family of General 
William Stark Rosecrans, and by nearly all the descendants of Dirk west  of 
Pennsylvania, while in Pennsylvania and New Jersey there are many of his 
descendants who spell the name with three syllables, and in various ways.
The writer has taken pains to look up and report the different formations 
and spellings of the Rosenkrans name in Europe and America, because 
many questions have been asked by correspondents how and why the 
name has been differently spelled, each one believing that his own way of 
spelling it is the correct way. Joseph B. Rosecrantz, of Sparta, Wisconsin, 
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great grandson of Reverend Abram Rosecrantz, a German emigrant, writes 
as follows concerning the name: “I spell it in the good, old, Dutch way, in 
which the Reverend Abram Rosecrantz inscribed it in his church records, 
but one of his sons, Nicholas, I think, before referred to, perverted, or 
transformed it to Rosenkrans.”  He further says, “Now, in your historic 
researches I trust you will trace the pedigree and also be able to account 
for the change of name and ascertain if your branch is of German descent.”  
All this I have now done, as the foregoing and following pages will show, 
after a long search, getting “here a little and there a little,” continually 
seeking earlier records till the beginning of the name was found, with the 
particulars in which it originated, and the times and places of its adoption, 
and also its different spellings as given above. But some will say, what is 
there in a name?”  My answer is, “Much every way.”  “At the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow of things in heaven and things in earth.”  In His 
name are Reconciliation, Redemption, Salvation, Eternal life, Happiness, 
Heaven. It is truly said that “a good name is better than riches,” and with a 
bad name come disgrace, discredit, dishonor, “destruction,” “death.”  The 
name remains after we are departed, and inspires to good or evil according 
to the character of him who bore it. The name of Abraham inspires to 
faithfulness; Washington to patriotism; Lincoln to honesty; Dewey to 
National greatness and thanksgiving, while Judas and Arnold signify 
treachery and condemnation. With the Rosenkrantz name are associated 
significance, a legend and romance; a Rose-wreath and Nobility; Knighthood 
and Fame. Let us then as members of the modern Rosenkrans family do 
nothing to sully our fair name, but let us not depend upon our surname 
alone, but have connected with it a good Christian name that we may have 
a good name indeed in “that name which is above every name; “that our, 
names may be written in the Lamb’s “Book of Life,” and we find acceptance 
with Him “Of whom the whole family in Heaven and Earth is named.”
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The Rosenkrantz Family in Europe
Holland, Scandinavia, and Germany have each been claimed by individual 
members in this country as the birth place of the Rosenkrans family, but 
the majority claim Holland. In accordance therefore with the traditional 
belief that our ancestors were Hollanders, the writer, in 1893, began a 
course of inquiry there to learn of the family through Charles J. Roe, 
Attorney, and German scholar of Newton, who for the second time visited 
Holland that year. The report of his investigation was received by letter 
from Belgium as follows:

LETTER 1
Brussels, November 20, 1893. 
Allen Rosenkrans, Newton, New Jersey
My Dear Sir:
I bore in mind our talk, and while in Holland tried my best to find such 
facts as might be useful to you, but I fear have met with very poor success.

*     *     *
I did intend traveling through little Holland, which I have done quite 
thoroughly. The name Rosenkrans (a wreath or crown of roses) is to-day 
a name absolutely unknown in the Netherlands. People who should know 
say it is not a Holland or Dutch name, nor never was; that it is pure and 
simple a German or high Dutch name. It is a fact that the diphthong — 
an — never does occur in the Flemish, or Dutch, language. The name 
Rosenkrans in Holland, Flemish or Dutch, would be Roos Kruin----a rose 
wreath or rose crown, besides this name Rosenkrans is now never met 
with in this country. The name Roos and Kruin is found separate, but I 
have failed to find it in combination. At Amsterdam, among the portraits 
of the burgomasters, or mayors of that city, in the gallery there is one 
“Rosenkrauntz,” but this goes for little, as at the time 1520, A.D., Holland 
was a part of the German Empire, and it is very likely this burgomaster 
was a German, appointed by the German Emperor (Charles V.) The fact 
that his history is unknown and his descendants untraced points strongly 
to that view of the case. Again in Berlin and throughout German proper 
the name Rosenkrans or Krauntz occurring so frequently as it does — you 
meet it everywhere — seems to me to be conclusive that it is derived from 
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Germany, and that your family is high Dutch and not low Dutch, as you 
imagine.

*     *     *
My own opinions are that your family originated in Germany, possibly in 
Saxony.

Yours, etc. 
Charles J. Roe.

LETTER 2
In February 1895, I wrote to the Honorable W.E. Quimby, the American 
Minister at The Hague, for further information regarding the Rosenkrauntz 
burgomaster spoken of in the above letter and of the family in Amsterdam, 
also concerning the records of a Rosenkrans who is said to have died in 
Holland leaving a fortune belonging to the American branch of the family. 
In due time the following letter was received:
Legation of the U.S. 
The Hague, March 30, 1895 
Mr. Allen Rosenkrans, Newton, New Jersey
Dear Sir:
In reply to your letter of February 21 last, I beg to enclose a letter from 
the Director of the National Museum, at Amsterdam, and to add that the 
Archivist of Amsterdam has been addressed on the subject, but evidently 
cannot (as is surmised from his silence) discover anything more definite 
with regard to the Rosenkrauntz. Should he or any other person throw any 
light on the investigation started in your interests you shall be informed 
thereof.

Respectfully yours, 
J. J. Helsdon Rix, 
Private Secretary.

LETTER 3
Amsterdam, 15 March 1895 
To: Mr. J.J. Helsdon Rix 
Private Secretary to the U. S. Legation, The Hague.
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Dear Sir:
In reply to your esteemed letter of March 11 I have the pleasure to inform 
you that Dirk Jacobszoon Rosencrans (or Roosencrans) that is represented 
with several members of the Civil Guard of Amsterdam in the pictures No. 
754 and No. 758, was one of the Captains of the Civil Guard of Amsterdam, 
in 1584 and 1588, and Commissioner in 1589. The date and place of 
his birth and death are not known to me, but perhaps the Archivist of 
this town, Mr. W.R. Veder, will be able to give you further genealogical 
particularities. Messrs. Ad Braun & County, 43 Avenue de opera Paris, 
who have reproduced the principal pictures of the National Museum of 
Amsterdam, can procure you a photo of the picture No. 754. The other 
picture, No. 758, has not been photographed.

I have the honor to be respectfully yours, 
The Chief Director of the National Museum, 

O. Creen.
LETTER 4

From the contents of this letter it is evident that Director O. Creen did not 
fully understand the inquiry regarding the burgomaster, but mistook. the 
Captain of the Civil Guard to be the subject of inquiry. In due time came 
another note enclosing the report of the Archivist of Amsterdam as follows
Legation of the U. S., 
The Hague, May 16, 1895. 
Mr. Allen Rosenkrans, Newton
Dear Sir:
Referring to my letter of March 30 last, relating to the Rosecrans ancestors, 
please find enclosed a letter just received from the Archivist of Amsterdam 
on the subject.

Respectfully yours, 
J.J. Helsdon Rix, 
Private Secretary.

LETTER 5
Sir:--In regard to the Rosencrans family, I can inform you 
that Dirck Jacobz R. was Commissary of Matrimonial Affairs 1589, 
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1603. I found Jacob Dircx R. in the list of the banished persons in 1567, 
whose property was confiscated; perhaps he was the father of the above 
mentioned. A Jacobs R. was a sexton in the old church. A Jacob Dircx was 
also a sexton in the old church, and died 20 December 1555. That is all 
that I find. A burgomaster of Amsterdam of the name of R. does not appear 
in W Wagenaa’s list.

Respectfully Yours,  
U.N. Veder, Archivist,  

Amsterdam, May 15, ‘95.
LETTER 6

In the beginning of 1896, I wrote directly to Mr. O. Creen, the Director of 
the Museum, making special inquiry regarding the burgomaster of 1520, 
spoken of in letter No. 1, and received the following reply:
Amsterdam, 7 April 1896. 
Mr. Allen Rosenkrans, 
Newton, New Jersey, U.S.A.
Dear Sir:
As far as I know Dirck Jacobsz Rosecrans, or Rosencrans, has never been 
burgomaster of Amsterdam. He was Captain of the Civil Guards and is 
reproduced in this quality on two o pictures in our museum painted by 
Cornelius Ketel, in 1584, and in 1588, No. 754 and 758. For any further 
genealogical particularities, I should advise you to apply to Mr. W. R. 
Veder, Keeper of the Town Archives, Saint Anthony Poort, Nieuw Market, 
and Amsterdam.

I remain, dear sir, yours truly, 
O. Creen, Hoofddirecteur, 

Van Rijks Museum, Amsterdam.
LETTER 7

According to the above letter, Director O. Creen has yet failed to understand 
that my inquiry is concerning another person as burgomaster and not 
Captain Dirck, of 1584. Neither he nor Mr. Veder, the Archivist, seems 
to have any knowledge of this Rosenkrauntz burgomaster, whose picture 
is evidently in the gallery somewhere since Mr. Roe reported in letter No. 
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1 that his name was spelled Rosenkrauntz, and in answer to a letter of 
inquiry, in 1898, as to whether he saw the picture and the name, Mr. 
Roe writes that the picture “was pointed out” to him in some gallery in 
Amsterdam.
As the Rosenkrauntz burgomaster of 1520 was probably the beginning 
of the family in Holland and was evidently of German ancestry, I wrote in 
the beginning of 1895 to The Honorable Theodore Runion, of New Jersey, 
Ambassador at Berlin, to obtain information concerning the family in 
Germany, making especial inquiry as to the origin and beginning of the 
noble Family in Germany, believing that in accordance with legend No. 3, 
the name came from the crowning of a warrior with a Rose-wreath, or from 
his reception of it, which event was probably at the beginning of the titled 
family and the name. I also made inquiry about the coat of arms of the 
family, and in response to my letter received the following:
Berlin, August 22, 1895. 
Allen Rosenkrans, Esq.
Dear Sir:
Yours of 25th February last was duly received. I have given the matter 
to which it relates my attention, and am still doing so. When I shall have 
completed my inquiries I will write you again.

Yours truly, 
Theodore Runyon

LETTER 8
Berlin, October 25, 1895. 
Allen Rosenkrans, Esq,
My Dear Sir:
Referring to yours of February 25 last, it has given me pleasure to make 
the desired inquiries and as a result of them I find that there are many 
persons here of the name of Rosenkrantz, and that especially there was a 
family of that name in Holstein, but it is said to have died out. It is said also 
that the head of that family received his name in the way you mentioned, 
or in some such way. The description of the coat of arms of that family 
can probably be got at the Heraldry office here, but, of course, it.is not 
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worthwhile to look after it until it be known whether that is your family, I 
do not find that the other families of the name have a coat of arms.

Very Truly, 
Theodore Runyon.

LETTER 9
Soon after receiving the foregoing letter from Ambassador Runyon he died 
at Berlin, which event ended our correspondence. I next wrote to the Chief 
of the Heraldry mentioned by Mr. Runyon for a brief report from the records 
giving the particulars of the beginning, or of the earliest records found 
there of the Rosenkrantz noble Family of Germany, and a description of 
the coat of arms. In due time the following brief note was received from the 
Herold:
Verin Herold, Berlin, 8 V. 96.
Honored Sir:
In answer to your writing, I send you a letter which I — regarding this affair 
— have received from Pastor Lieboldt, in Altona. Further, I can recommend 
you to address the Genealogical Institute at Copenhagen.

Respectfully, 
Gustave Ateyler, Herold,

LETTER 10
With this letter from the Herold came enclosed the Pastor Lieboldt letter 
containing an account of the beginning of the Rosenkrantz name followed 
by a letter from “Von Aspern,” a nobleman, giving a report of the titled 
Rosenkrantz branch of the Danish family still living in Holstein. These 
two letters were written in German, which the writer could not read or get 
translated in Newton till 1898, when a German lady teacher, Miss Marie 
Wahll, was found at the Newton Institute who translated them. Meanwhile 
the investigation in Europe was continued and the letters received are here 
presented, while the two letters mentioned will be presented according to 
the order and time of their translation. As I was referred by the Herold of 
Berlin to the genealogical Institute of Copenhagen for further particulars 
concerning the early history of the family Rosenkrantz, I wrote in October 
1896, to Robert J. Kirk, American Consul at Copenhagen, to make some 
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inquiry at the Institute as to the early records of the family,  to report such 
information, or refer me to someone who would do so. The following is his 
reply:
Copenhagen, October 24, 1896. 
Allen Rosenkrans, Esq.  
Newton, New Jersey
Dear Sir:
I am in receipt of your letter of October 12, and in reply beg to refer you 
to Genealogisk Institute, Vesterbrogade 111, which will probably make 
the investigation for you. I regret that I cannot undertake such personal 
matters as the tracing of genealogies without suitable compensation to 
be agreed upon. The Rosenkrans family being a very large one, and with 
many branches, the investigation would necessarily be long and tedious. If 
you desire my personal services in the matter please communicate further 
with me.
Yours Very Truly, 
Robert J. Kirk, Consul.

LETTER 11
In September, 1896, I wrote two letters to Bergen, Norway, one to the Post 
Master to be directed to the proper official and the other to the pastor 
of the first Protestant Church of Bergen, making inquiry concerning the 
Rosenkrans family in Bergen, and asked for information regarding the 
connection of Herman Hendrickszen with the family there prior to his 
marriage in New York 1657. The Post Master sent his letter to the Archivist, 
at Christiania, who reported as follows:
Mr. Allen Rosenkrans 
Newton, New Jersey, U. S. A.:
Your letter of 24 September this year to the post master at Bergen is 
sent me by him for answering. I therefore hand you enclosed a short 
genealogy of the noble Family Rosencrantz in Norway. It will show you 
that no member of the family has been named Henrik as far back as the 
year 1650. The Herman Hendrickson that you mention in your letter 
can therefore probably not belong to the noble Family Rosencrantz. Mr. 
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Thiset, Archivist, at the Royal Archives of Copenhagen, is the man who 
can best give you information about the Danish and Norwegian noble 
Families.

Respectfully yours, 
E.A. Thromle, Rigsarkvet. 
Dated November 5, 1896.

The genealogy above referred to Holger Rosenkrands born 1496; married 
Margareth Roesdatter Fleming. Otte Holgerson, his son born 1525; married 
Margareth Sans born 1525, 3 sons, Holger born 1576, Erik born 1575 and 
Jorgen. Holger Rosenkrands born 1576; married Karina Eysentheme, one 
son, Fredrik. Fredrik Rosenkrands born 1603; married R. Wockenhims, 
one son, Holger. Holger Fredriksen Rosenkrands married Ursula Justina 
Sourich, 2 sons, Ludvig and Maximilian. Ludvig Rosenkrands, of Rosendal, 
born 1685; married Karen Moriatt, 2nd Clara Catharina Stockhausen. 
Maximilian Rosenkrands, Obert, born 1676; married Elizabeth Tuil 
VanBrilekenstein. Holger Henrik Rosenkrands born 1681.

LETTER 12
In February 1897, I addressed a letter to Mr. Thiset, Archivist of the Royal 
Archives, Copenhagen, to whom I had been directed by the Herold of Berlin, 
and by the Archivist of Christiania, requesting information concerning the 
noble Family Rosenkrantz, and also concerning the connection of Herman 
Hendrickson with the untitled branch of the Rosencrantz family of Bergen, 
Norway. His answer is as follows:
Copenhagen, 6 March 1897. 
Mr. Allen Rosenkrans 
Newton, New Jersey, U.S.A
Dear Sir:
In answer to your letter of the 3rd of February, I will inform you that you can 
find everything you wishes to know of the old Danish family Rosenkrantz 
in a printed book — K. Barner, the history of the family of Rosenkrantz I-II. 
The book can be required at every bookseller through Reitzel’s book trade 
in Copenhagen, and it can tell you of the family’s origin, arms, genealogy, 
etc. However, I will not recommend you to buy the said book. There is not 
the least probability that your family is related to this noble Family. Your 
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ancestor, Herman Hendrickson, is no doubt related to Henrik Rosenkrans 
who, in 1617, 1619, and 1629 obtained permission to the fishery of herring 
and whales at the coasts of Greenland and Norway, and whose son Henrik 
Rosenkrans, 1657, was Berggesell in Norway. These two men were known 
not of the Danish noble Family of Rosenkrantz. They were on the whole 
not noblemen, as their business shows, but it may be presumed from 
the lively intercourse which took place at that time between Holland and 
Norway that they were immigrated Dutchmen. Surely a family of the name 
of Rosenkrantz lived in Holland and Dirk Jacobsen Rosecrans lived in 
Amsterdam 1580, Further information I am not able to give you.

Respectfully, Honest, Thiset,
LETTER 13

This letter of Thiset, Archivist of the Royal Archives of Copenhagen, 
contained the first authentic evidence received that our ancestors of Norway 
had emigrated from Holland, and encouraged the hope that the family 
connection might be found there, as the book “K. Barner” was said to 
contain the desired information concerning the origin of the family. I again 
wrote to him for information concerning the book, and that if convenient, 
he should send me a brief statement from it of the beginning of the family, 
promising to compensate him for his services, but to this letter no answer 
came. I then wrote again to Consul Robert J. Kirk asking him to name some 
person who would give information whether said book could be found in 
English print; if not to make a brief report from the book. In due time I 
received the following letter:
Copenhagen, Denmark, January 3, 1898. 
Allen Rosenkrans, Esq., 
Newton, New Jersey
Dear Sir:
Your favor of the 22nd ultimo addressed to Mr. Robert J. Kirk has been 
referred to me, and in reply I beg to say that the two volumes exist. They 
are in Danish, and simply give the history of the Rosenkrantz family, but 
not the genealogy. The price for the two volumes, by mail, postage paid, 
will be at $10, and would probably be of no use. The noble Danish Family 
Rosenkrantz originated in 1757. The Swedish branch in 1756. The latter 
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writes its name Rosencrantz. In all, there are four lines, viz: the so-called 
elder Baronial line; younger ditto; the noble Danish line; the noble Swedish 
line. I will send you correct list of the family records, giving dates of birth 
and death, and full particulars, also a seal of the Rosenkrans family upon 
receipt of $5.

I am, Sir, Your Obedient Servant, 
Jules Blom.

LETTER 14
Mr. Blom’s letter giving such dates of the beginning of the noble Family did 
not impress me favorably as to his knowledge of the family, and I did not 
want a long list of names, nor a book printed in Danish. I also wrote to C.A. 
Reitzel, the book agent, who confirmed the statement that the books were 
published only in Danish. Another letter of inquiry had also been sent to 
the Archivist of Norway for the earliest account there found of the family 
in Norway, and of the earliest known records elsewhere, with some early 
names of the family. The following is his report:
Christianya, February 21, 1898. 
Mr. Allen Rosenkrans, 
Newton, New Jersey, U.S.A.
According to your wish I send to you a short genealogy of the members of 
the noble Family of Rosenkrands that are first known in Denmark, The 
origin of the family can be traced no longer back. About the year 1523, King 
Frederick 1st, of Denmark, demanded the nobility to take family names, 
and the descendants of Niels Iverson took the name of Rosenkrantz after 
a wreath of roses round the crest on their coat of arms. I enclose to you a 
sample of the coat of arms of the family. From Denmark the Rosencrantzs 
came to Norway with Ludvig Rosenkrands, a descendant of Holger Eriksen, 
son of Erik Ottesen. The book that Mr. Thiset has mentioned — K. Barner 
— No I, is a book of 500 or 600 pages, and No. II also. Both volumes are 
written in Danish. The books describe the history of the noble Family of 
Rosencrantz from the earliest date to ca. 1600. The work is continued by 
Dr. A. Heise in two Danish magazines, “Dansk Historick Tidzkrift” and 
“Personal Historic Tidzkrift.” For any trouble with informations about the 
family of Rosenkrands I should be satisfied with (50) fifty Kroner,
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Yours Truly, 
E.A. Thromle, Archivist.

GENEALOGICAL LIST.
Niels Iversen, 1308 (three sons) Erik Nielsen, 1355, knight. Jenseller 
Johannis Nielsen, 1377, Iver Nielsen, Herringholm, 1378.
Iver Nielsen, Herringholm, 1378 (three sons), Niels Iversen, 1412; Ludvig 
Iversen, Milstedgaard, 1380; Andreas Iversen, Satrupholm, 1450.
Jenseller Johannis Nielsen., 1377 (two sons) Erik Jensen, 1431; Niels 
Jensen, Tange, 1411, Herringholm.
Niels Jensen (six sons), Scharmo Nielsen, 1455; Otte Nielsen, 1477, 
Horingholm, Bjornholm; Triume Nielsen, Engelsholm,
Stensballegaard; Anders Nielsen, 1476, Stygge, Horingholm; Niels Nielsen, 
1447, Tange; Ludvig Nielsen PalsGaard og Tange. Otte Nielsen, 1477, 
Horingholm, Bjornholm; son Erik Ottesen, Bjorenholm, Bollerete, 1503 og 
Hof mester 16 Bone.
Trinroe Nielsen, Engloholm og Stensballegaard (two sons), Erik Trinmesen, 
Engelsholm, 1523; Niels Trinmesen, Stegesollegaard, 1484.
Anders Nielsen Stygge, Herringholm, 1476 (four sons) Eiler Styggesen, 
Erik Styggesen, Trinme Styggesen, Niels Styggesen.
Niels Nielsen, Tange, 1447, son of Erik Nielsen.
Ludvig Nielsen, PalsGaard og Tange (three sons), Niels Ludvigsen, 1525; 
Olief and Claus, 4 Boin.

LETTER 15
After receiving my last letter, Jules Blom, of Copenhagen, evidently went to 
Mr. Thiset, the Archivist of Denmark, as the best authority regarding the 
noble Family, and with his assistance formed the following report:
Copenhagen, 7 March 1898. 
Allen Rosenkrans, 
Newton, New Jersey
Dear Sir:

25

The Rosenkrantz Family in Europe



I duly received your letter of 17 January last. With a great deal of trouble 
Mr. Thiset and I have got the enclosed information together and on the 
strength of your declaration that you will pay me for it, I send you the 
information. I think $5 would be a very small tee, but I leave that to you.

Yours truly, 
Jules Blom.

ROSENKRANTZ.
It is only at the end of the year 1524 that King Frederick the First of Denmark 
called a number of the most prominent families in Denmark together in 
order to make them adopt a family name which was entered upon the 
Royal Danish nobility books to be used by them and their descendants. 
Formerly a gentleman would be called, for instance Niels Iversen, his son 
would be called Iver Nielsen; his son again Holger Iversen; his son Iver 
Holgersen, and so on. The name of Rosenkrantz appears for the first time 
on the 6th January 1525 by Royal letter addressed to Holger Holgerson, 
Knight owner of the estate called Boller in Jutland, Denmark, thereafter 
the name Rosenkrantz appears often but although of the same family and 
even signed by the same name on different occasions the name is spelled 
differently, viz: Rosenkrantz, Rosenkrandts, Rosenkrans, Rosenkrands, 
Raaszentkrantz,, Rosenkraunts
In those days very little writing was done and no importance was attached 
to the spelling. From the above it will be seen that it is impossible to give 
the history of the name Rosenkrantz in 1400, as it did not exist until 
1525, although the family which finally took that name existed as early as 
1227. The name then was Erik to Herringholm. His son was Iver Eriksen 
to Herringholm, date of birth unknown. His son was Mauritz Iversen 
to Herringholm. He is known to have lived in 1270. His son was Albert 
Mauritzen, date of birth unknown, and so on.
The first seal used is from 1355 and was used by Erik Nielsen, Knight. His 
brother Iver Nielsen and Johannis Nielsen also used seals, but they were 
all three different. Several changes and additions were made until it finally 
was adopted by the family Rosenkrantz, in 1525.
Allen Rosenkrans’ ancestors are supposed, in the 16th or 17th centuries, 
to have emigrated from Holland to Norway and they were employed in the 
mines. One of them was called Berggesell, which means a position with 
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the Norwegian Mining Company. In the 17th or 18th century some of that 
family were officers in the Royal Danish Norwegian army. One of Allen 
Rosenkrans’ ancestors was called Herman Hendrickson. The names Herman 
and Henrik were used by this Holland, Danish, Norwegian family, but they 
were not related to the Royal Danish noble Family of Rosenkrantz. Herman 
Hendriscksons’ ancestor again must have been Herman Rosenkrands, who 
in 1617 was permitted to catch whales in Greenland, a Danish possession. 
The noble Family of Rosenkrantz is known since 1525.

Jules Blom.
This letter of Jules Blom, dictated in part by Thisit, differs materially from 
his other letter regarding the beginning of the Danish noble Family, and 
correctly gives the time as 1525 when the Danish noble Family adopted 
the name. Front these last letters one from Norway and the other from 
Denmark we learn that they had no knowledge of the adoption of the 
name Rosenkrantz, by Erik Nielsen Knight — only that his coat of arms 
contained the Rose-wreath and that the noble Family in adopting a name 
in 1525 took it from the Rose-wreath on the coat of arms in this branch 
of the family. Through the two lists of names which they have given us 
we are enabled to follow the direct line of ancestors from Erik, the Knight 
spoken of in German history (letter 20), back to Erik the first in 1227, the 
beginning of the family in Denmark, This Thisit, Blom report places Erik 
who first used the seal as the eldest son of Niels Iversen, who was the 
eldest son of Iver Eriksen. This corroborates the truth of legend 3, which 
declares that he who first adopted the name Rosenkrantz was the eldest 
son of the eldest.

LETTER 16
In March 1898, I applied to the archivist of Stockholm, Sweden, for a report 
of the noble Family Rosenkrantz, of Sweden, asking several questions, 
which were answered as follows:
Stockholm, March 30, 1898.
Dear Sir:
In reply to your letter of 14 March, I have the honor to inform you,
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(1) The noble Family Rosencrantz being Danish, you will from Denmark 
get the best information on its origin. The name was assumed by Erik 
Rosenkrands about the year 1500, before any family name was used.
(2) When the Danish province Scania in 1658 was ceded to Sweden a 
branch of the family remained in Scania, but was naturalized as member 
of the Swedish nobility first in 1275. In 1805 Captain P.C. Sylvan married 
with a Rosencrantz and was adopted in this family, consequently two 
families of the name Rosencrantz are now existing in Sweden, the old and 
the adopted, the latter being the most numerous.
(3) The coat of arms of the Swedish families represents in the second and 
the third field a crowned rising lion, in the first and the fourth field a 
checky scene that extends obliquely over the whole escutcheon.
(4) The political privileges of the Swedish nobility are abolished, but 
the House of Nobles continues as a social corporation with particular 
assemblies’ funds, etc.
(5) A Baronial family Rosencrantz does not exist in Sweden, but in Denmark. 
The Swedish Rosenkrans, Danish Rosenkrands, German Rosenkrantz, is 
Rose-wreath.

Sincerely yours, 
C.T. Odhuer,

Kongl Riksarkivet of Stockholm.
LETTER 17

Having written in March 1898, to Jules Blom, Copenhagen, telling him of 
Pastor Leyboldt’s letter and that one Erik adopted the name Rosenkrantz, 
1325, which name is German, and having given him the name of the 
German author, he answered as follows:
Copenhagen, April 16, 1898. 
Allen Rosenkrans, Esq. 

Dear Sir:
I have received your favor of the 25th March, and the $5 with thanks. I 
enclose Mr. Thiset’s receipt for his share. The German family Rosenkrantz, 

28 THE ROSENKRANS FAMILY
IN EUROPE AND AMERICA



as stated by Hellbach is identical with the old Danish noble Family, of 
Rosenkrantz, that the family in Hellbach’s book is stated as German, 
is owing to that family having lived in Schleswig-Holstein, then Danish, 
but in 1864 ceded to Germany. That there is now being a plebian family 
Rosenkrantz in Germany is unknown to me, and nothing is known about 
it being of Danish origin, or has anything to do with the Danish noble 
Family of Rosenkrantz. It is, of course, not impossible that one of the 
young Danish noble Rosenkrantzs in the 16th or 17th century can have 
married in Germany and left issue, but nothing is known about it here. 
History does state that one Erik went to Rome and by the Pope in 1325 was 
presented with a Rosary, and the name Rosenkrantz in 1524 is supposed 
originated from that fact. Nothing is known here of the untitled family 
in Germany. The Rosenkrantz fishermen in 1617-19-26 one was called 
Herman, and another Henrik, but which one of them was your ancestor is 
not known. Mr. Thiset cannot say whether Henrik or Herman. He has no 
positive fact about it but he is inclined to think it was Herman.

Yours very truly, 
Jules Blom,

LETTER 18
The letter previously mentioned, sent in 1896, to the pastor of the first 
Protestant Church of Bergen, making inquiry about the baptism and 
parentage of Herman Hendrickszen, Rosenkrans, our American ancestor 
who came from Bergen, was answered in 1898, as follows:
Bergen, 29 April 1898  
Mr. Allen Rosenkrans
Dear Sir:
I beg your excuse that your letter has remained for so long time without 
answer, partly because that I have been occupied by different labors, 
and partly because of the difficulty of the principal question: that about 
your ancestors. Herman Rosencrantz, not Henrik, obtained in year 1617, 
together with Michael Vibe and Claus Coldevin rights to whale hunting by 
the coast of Greenland; the hunting should be made by their managers 
and foreign people who were knowing this sort of fishing. The same man 
obtained, in 1619, rights for four years to fishing herring in the bays and 
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gulfs of Trondhjem (Dronthem) with Dutch, or others. Probably he was 
a Dutchman and a rich merchant, what the names of his two associates 
indicate. A certain Henricksen, citizen of Amsterdam, was charged with 
trading unlawfully in Sundmor in Norway in 1613-14. These names Hendrik 
Hendriksen, Herman Hendriksen and Hendrik Hermansen are often to be 
found in the city rolls of Bergen in the years 1593-1652. One Hendriksen 
became citizen 1593, another 1596, another 1601-1607-1620-1621-1630-
16331651. Herman or Harmon Hendriksen, citizen. 1607, then 1614-1620-
1652. Herman Hermansen, a citizen, 1617, another 1618. It is impossible 
to see if there is any connection between these persons, especially because 
all the church records in Bergen from this time are destroyed, or burnt, 
and there do not exist any of these books before 1674. In the long list of 
members of the famous Rosenkrantz noble Family there don’t exist any 
man whose life is proved historically of that name Herman, but a few have 
been named Henrik. I think, therefore, that Herman Rosenkrantz cannot 
have been a descendant of that family, especially since he pursued a trade. 
We know very well the many Rosencrantzs’ at the period in question. The 
Rosenkrantz family is perhaps the most famous of all the noble families in 
Denmark, and is still flourishing. Some of them were governors in different 
parts of Norway, where they had by marriage inherited great possessions. 
Erik Rosencrantz, who has built, or rather reconstructed the large tower in 
Bergen that was originally built by King Haakon Haakonson about 1250, 
was governor of the western and the northern part of Norway (the present 
diocese of Bergen and Trompso, and the western shires of the diocese of 
Kristiansand) 1560-1568 conspicuous as statesman and warrior. Later one 
member of the family, Ludvig, married a Norwegian noblewoman, Karen 
Moriat, 1637, and became Baron of Rosendal, but this branch was extinct 
already. With certainty can be proved to exist about 1350. Its history is 
written by two Danish savants, Mr. K. Barner and Mr. A. Hise. I have 
myself described the Norwegian branch.

Respectfully Yours, 
B.E. Bendixen, Rector.

The above letter from Rector Bendixen, of Bergen, establishes the fact 
as declared by Mr. Thiset, of Copenhagen, that many of the Rosenkrantz 
family left Holland and went to Bergen, Norway, between 1593 and 1652. 
The Herman Hendriksen who went. to Norway in 1652 may have been our 
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ancestor born in Holland, who came from Bergen to New York and was 
married there in 1657; or as Mr. Thiset imagines, Herman Hendrickson, 
our ancestor, may have been the son of Henrik, the Burgesell of Norway, 
who he says was the son of Herman the fisherman, descendant of Captain 
Dirk. But his identity before reaching this country cannot be positively 
determined, as the early records of Bergen were burned.

LETTER 19
Having again written to U.N. Veder, archivist of Amsterdam, Holland, and 
sent him a registered letter containing a remittance for services rendered, 
which had caused some difficulty on account of an error in writing his 
name, and having made more definite inquiry concerning the records of 
the family there, he wrote me the following letter:
Amsterdam, Holland, June 3, 1898.
Dear Sir:
I wrote you already that there has been a mistake in rendering my name, 
which was, as it seems, written by myself in a way that you saw in it 
deRoever’s name, instead of Veder. Now, I will try to inform you on the 
questions you have addressed to me in your letter of April 29, 1898. The 
first record of Rosenkrans is that of the name of Jacob Dirks, who lived 
in a house on the Warmoes Street and that house was labeled “In the 
Rosenkrans.” In former days many houses had their names derived from a 
sign board or marked stone. The family name originated from the inscription 
of that signboard. So Jacob Dirks was living “In the Rosenkrans,” and his 
son Dirk Jacobs took the family name of Rosenkrans. You know already 
that Dirk Jacobs was a Captain of the Civil Guard in 1581-84-85-88. His 
portrait I see is mentioned in the MSS. (of Schaeys) painted by Ketel. The 
father was Jacob Dirks. He also was a chief man in the Hand Book Docket 
in the year 1553. He was banished for the state of his religion. He was a 
Calvinist and so his name was put on the list of fugitives by the Spanish 
Government of the Duke of Alva, in 1567, and his funds were confiscated. 
His wife was Adriana, Jacob, Jr.’s daughter. So I think for I see the name 
written on the same line. But I don’t see Jacob Dirks after his banishment, 
1567, on the list of burgomasters. You are told that his portrait hangs in 
the gallery of the burgomasters. Please be so kind and tell me where I can 
find that gallery and I send you a copy of Jacob Dirks.
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The son Dirk’s name I find on the list of Magistrates as a Commissary. 
Coat of Arms (a rose-wreath) I found in the MSS. of Bendenery, where his 
name as a Captain of the Civil Guard is mentioned. I am sure you will like 
to have a copy of it, so I send you. (See title page.) In the city accounts 
I find the name of a Jacob Dirks who pays for his citizenship in 1533. 
Perhaps this J.D. is the same who lived in 1552 in the Rosenkrans in the 
Warmoes Street. The first Registers of baptismal records begins 1582, so 
it will be impossible to give genealogical statement up to 1520. A Hendrick 
R. went to Norway in 1617 (?) (so Thisit said.) Is it a fact that he came from 
Amsterdam? In that case an examination can be made to find in what year 
he was baptized. Over bow many years do you wish that the Registers shall 
be looked through? I shall be glad to hear. Reply.

Yours, U.N. Veder
LETTER 20

Leyboldt letter received 1896; translated 1898.
Altona, 4. V. 1896.
Most respected Counsel:
It has given me an extraordinary pleasure to receive a few lines from your 
dear hand for although I have in the week Whitsuntide, or a little later to 
come to Berlin, will it be doubtful to me if I then will find the opportunity 
of seeing you. Concerning the affair itself, am I indeed not prepared to 
give you enough desired information. First, it appears without doubt that 
the mentioned family (Rosenkrantz) are Germans, for never do the Danes 
write the name Rosenkrantz, but Rose or Rausenkrands. Now there are 
many Rosen, and estates named after them in Schleswig-Holstein, such 
as Rosendaal, Rosenhaf, etc. Rosenkrantz only occurs in Schleswig twice. 
First at Eckernforde, at which place near Gettorf (not Gettorf) there is an 
endowment estate. Second, a village near Tondem, the last well known to 
me. It belongs, think I to the parish of Aventofft, the inhabitants speak 
raren Danish, as is customary, in Schleswig-Holstein, but they are mostly 
in sympathy with Germany, in spite of Mozeltondeen, having been formerly 
a Jutland possession. Biography. There was one Schinkel on the banks 
of the Eider, two miles south from Eckernforde, the estate of Gettorf, 
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proprietor since 1828, Dr. Weber. The estate with Rathmannsdorf was 
entailed 1786. Weber bought only the principal part.
The name Rosenkrantz was more widely made known by Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet, the events of which occur in comparatively latter days. The old 
records of Schleswig-Holstein “Lubeck’s Hamburg” know this race not. It 
is a fact that to the oldest families of nobility the Rosenkrantz’s do not 
belong neither to the Autochtonen nor to those who after conquest, that is, 
extinction of the Wendors in Wagram when the Schaumburgers and Henry 
the Long came into the land. In “Westphalia Monuments fined” are Holstein 
Rosenkrantz not mentioned “Hellbach” says (II p. 119) “Rosenkrantz, a 
very old Holstein family, which has spread especially in Denmark, and of 
whom have sprung great statesmen, the first which was known was called 
Erichs (also no Holstein name) who traveled 1325 to Rome where the Pope 
(John 22) presented him with a Rosary (or Rosenkrantz in German) which 
he added to his coat of arms and henceforth called himself Rosenkrantz.”
He further quotes from Hellbach:

*     *     *
 Anna Rosenkrantz 1550-1612 at Rantzen — many heirs. Brindor R. born 
1556, and the sons of the learned Henry R. 1525-98.” `Book of Record,” 
Adami Theatre Nobilitat Cymbros newly edited’ 1618 -1756 p. 70. The 
Von R. and Iversen are of one lineage and carry. the same coat of arms. 
The family VonRosenkrantz is very great and mighty in the Kingdom of 
Denmark.

*     *     *
George R, heir at Rosenholm, 1588, after King Frederick died, was one of 
the four State’s Counselors.

*     *     *
Erich heir of Bestrup, Royal Mayor, died at Novarz, 1575. His two 
daughters, Anna and Sophia, were married to Frank and Breidor Rantzen. 
Holger Rosenkrantz, Rosenholm, Royal Clerk at the ‘Monastery Daman, 
a talented, learned and in all faculties experienced man, who favored the 
arts and amateurs of all kinds, showed much kindness to the professors. 

33

The Rosenkrantz Family in Europe



He collected a great library of all kinds of fine and rare books that its like 
was not easily to be found. 1617 Christian 4th, gave to him the’ monastery 
Dalun situated near the Odensell, and him honored and loved.

*     *     *
Danmarks Calendar of nobility, edited 1885, is embellished with a portrait 
of Gottlot Baron Rosenkrantz. for a title page, and of his family page 
322, therein is said: “An old Danish. noble Family whose ancestor, John 
Nielsen, of Herringsholm lived 1361, coat of arms, a shield with a standing 
lion. The Swedish branch of this family was naturalized in Sweden in 
1752. They distinguished in Danmark the old branch of the Rosenholm 
and the younger branch to whom belongs the above mentioned Baron, by 
Lophienthal Liesbund and Vornegaard; Proprietor of the small R. Estate 
(entailed) the Danish branch of whom are extinct all male heirs. Then comes 
yet the Swedish branch at Orup and Glinnarige in Schoonen. The following 
record is found there: Niels Jensen, upon Tange, 1411. Otte Neilsen, at 
Bjornsholm, 1477. Jorgen Rosenkrantz, at Kjeldgaard, 1607-75. Jens R. 
Onitsonsholm, 1695. Holger R. 1772-1819. Coat of arms upon the helm a 
wreath of red and silver roses. I am inclined to think that Westphalia is the 
first home of the Rosenkrantz.

Pastor J. Lieboldt, Altona,
The above report of April 18, 1896, from Pastor Lieboldt. of Altona, Germany, 
received through the Herold of Berlin, and translated in February, 1898, 
gives the information long sought after: the time and place and particulars 
of the beginning of the Rosenkrantz family and name. The last named coat 
of arms, a Rose-wreath upon a helm, is the original coat of arms of the 
Rosenkrantz family, adopted by Erik the Knight, and corresponds with the 
legend received as mentioned under traditions (3), Erik having had a helm 
for his coat of arms, added to it the Rose-wreath, and took the name of 
Rosenkrantz.

LETTER 21
The following is the report received from the nobleman, Von Aspern, 1896, 
made by request of the Herold of Berlin, which being in German was not 
translated till February 1898:
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Wandsbeck, 2-6-1896.
In assuming that your inquiry concerning the family Rosenkrantz in 
Holstein (which inquiry came up for discussion in 537th meeting of the 
Heraldry Society in Berlin 7-4-96), can only refer to the family Weber 
VonRosenkrantz, I take pleasure in giving you the following information 
regarding the same. The family of W.V.R. own the estate of nobility called 
Rosenkrantz (formerly called Skinkle) and the estate called Rathmauntdorf, 
in the County of Eckernforde, Province Schleswig Holstein. The Royal 
Master of the Chase, Dr. Weber, who possessed these estates already before 
1853, was given a Patent of Nobility the 19-12-1862 and confirmed by the 
Crown of Denmark. The description of his crest (coat of arms) is found 
in the Gotha Almanac of the year 1870, p. 1006. Robert Lord, W.V.R., 
married with N. N. 14-2-1876, four children. First child Axel born 25-5-28 
in Kiel; married 14-9-1854 in Bonn with Emily H. W. M. Pryer, born 16-
7-1845, in Manchester; two children. First child Richard, born 18-7-1865 
at Wiesbaden. Second child Woldemar, born 17-2-1868 at Wiesbaden. 
Second child of Robert R. Charlotte, born 17-6-1831. Kiel. Third child 
Thekla, born 17-6-1835 at Rosenkrantz; married 9-8-1854 with Wilhelm 
Osterrom in Barmen. Fourth child Elise, born 25-10-1838 at Rosenkrantz; 
married with Peter Von Eynern, Kiel.
Respectfully, VonAspern, 

Captain of Cavalry — Member of Heraldry,
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Summary of the Family in Europe
On the Herringholm estate, Jutland, Denmark, now Germany, in the 
Province Schleswig Holstein, and in the beginning of the 13th century, 
there lived a nobleman named Erik. Nothing seems to be recorded of him 
in Danish history prior to 1227, A.D., when he was known as the head of 
the noble Family of Denmark, now called Rosenkrantz (letter 15.) Whether 
his nobility and distinction came from lineage or from personal valor and 
knighthood, or from all these, we know not, but he lived in the days of 
chivalry and was probably a knight among the Crusaders to the Holy Land. 
He seems to have been a new comer in Holstein at the time, perhaps from 
Northern Denmark, or from Norway, as the name of Erik was famous in 
Norway as early as the Viking Kings, and the Norman conquests, and it is 
said that Erichs is no Holstein name,” (letter 20.)
One Erik, of Norway, 885 A.D., commanded a fleet of war vessels and 
gave battle to Charlemagne. Another Erik conquered Sweden in the 9th 
century, and became king, whose daughter, Gagda, according to promise, 
married King Harold the Fair Haired, after he had conquered all Norway 
860, A.D., Earl Erik, of Norway, by his personal prowess, became king 
and 1000 A.D., conquered the noble and illustrious Olaf Tryggvessen, the 
Saint, who, in order to escape his enemy, threw himself into the sea,
Earl Erika the warrior and King, called in Scandinavian chronicles “Erik 
Rand,” or Erik the Red, was the father of Leif, who, as an European, 
immortalized his name by being the first to land, at the close of the tenth 
century, on the eastern coast of this continent at a place called Vine Land. 
This Erik, or Erichs, of Holstein, the first known head of the Danish noble 
Family which subsequently to the name of Rosenkrantz had a son named 
Iver Eriksen. Iver had two sons called Niels Iverson, and Mauritz Iverson, 
the latter historically known 1270. Niels Iversen, known 1308, had three 
sons. Erik Nielsen, Knight Jenseller Johannis Nielsen, and Iver Nielsen.’ 
Erik Nielsen, the Knight, was particularly distinguished and was evidently 
the “Erichs” of German history reported by pastor Lieboldt, as recorded 
in “Hellbach” (letter 20), who, 1325, visited the Pope; received from him a 
rosary, or Rose-wreath, which he added to his coat of arms and took the 
name of Rosenkrantz. In the Danish records, Erik, the Knight, was the 
first in Denmark to use a seal, or coat of arms, 1355, while his brother 
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Jenseller Johannis, usually called John Nielsen, used a coat of arms (Lion 
and Shield) 1377, and his brother Iver, 1378. Iver’s seal seems not to be 
described in any of the European reports, but Erik’s must have been a 
helm, since after adding to it the Rose-wreath it is said to have been “upon 
the Helm a wreath of Red and Silver Roses,” (20.)
The Archivist of Norway places Niels Iversen 1308 at the head of the 
noble Family, which subsequently took the name of Rosenkrantz, as the 
Norwegian records extended no further back. It is probable that in his time 
this noble Family was naturalized in Denmark, or received special powers 
and privileges, since his three sons had seals and were the first to adopt 
coats of arms in Denmark. Erik Rosenkrantz’s knighthood was probably 
received from the king for bravery in war, or for some feat of daring on the 
battlefield, after which he visited the Pope and received the Rose- wreath. 
This was prior to the beginning of Protestantism, when all Christendom 
regarded the Pope as the temporal head of the Christian church and his 
act of visiting the Pope indicates that he was a Christian and a favorite 
of the Pope, He was apparently the eldest son of the eldest, and these 
accounts concerning his reception of the Rose-wreath, adding it to his coat 
of arms and adopting the name Rosenkrantz, remarkably corresponds 
with the tradition concerning him (3) received by the writer in 1880 and 
which inspired his continued efforts and inquiries in Europe till the time 
and place of the beginning of the family and name were found. According 
to the tradition, Erik must have been a warrior and an ancestor of his, a 
Mack Donald, of Scotland, who probably married and settled in Norway or 
Denmark about the year 830, A.D.
Though Erik Rosenkrantz took the name 1325, it was not adopted by the 
entire noble Family until two hundred years later, as family names had 
not then become fixed in Scandinavian, or till centuries later. As stated 
in formation of names and in letter 15, the name of the father ended with 
the son, thus changing every generation (15). To improve this condition 
of things, the King of Denmark, 1524, after consultation with the leading 
noble Families, issued a proclamation that all the noble Families should 
take family names to be entered upon the public records (15). This included 
Norway, which was subject to the Crown of Denmark, having become so 
1397 through the inheritance of Queen Margaret.
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In compliance with this demand, it is said that the descendants of Niels 
Iversen, of 1308, after consulting together in 1525, adopted the name 
Rosenkrantz from the Rose-wreath on their coat of arms (15), but the 
Rose-wreath could have been found only with the descendants of Erik 
Rosenkrantz, since his brothers’ seals did not contain it (15). The fact that 
Erik Nielsen, Knight, adopted the name, as reported from Germany (20) 
seems not to have been recorded elsewhere, as the reports from Norway, 
Sweden, and Denmark make no mention of the name till after its adoption 
by the family 1525.
In forming the coat of arms for the family, Erik’s helm, and Rose-wreath 
coat of arms was adopted, and portions of his brothers’ also, else they were 
added afterwards (15, since the family coat of arms in Sweden contains the 
lion and shield of John Nielsen and other devices also. The first Danish 
record of the name Rosenkrantz was, after its adoption by the family, 
in a Royal letter addressed to Holger Holgerson Rosenkrantz, Knight, in 
Jutland, January 6, 1525 (15). Jutland was the starting point of the noble 
family and long remained the home of leading members of the family at 
Herringholm and Rosenholm and at Rosenkrantz even to the present 
generation (21). There are four lines, or branches, of the noble Family 
Rosenkrantz in Europe, the Old Danish noble Family; the Old Baronial 
line; the younger Baronial line, and the adopted branch in Sweden (15), 
The family probably entered Norway about Queen Margaret’s time, and the 
Baronial line in the person of Ludvig, 1637, who was Baron of Rosendal. 
That branch we are told is extinct (18). The Swedish branch of the noble 
Family entered Sweden with the transfer of Scania from Denmark 1658, 
and was naturalized there 1752. The adopted branch, which is the more 
numerous in Sweden, began with the marriage of Captain P.C. Sylvan to 
a woman of the family and was adopted into the Rosenkrantz family 1805 
(16).
There is no baronial line in Sweden, and the political privileges of the nobility 
are abolished, but the house of nobles remains a social corporation, with 
its assemblies and funds and social advantages (16). The political power 
and privileges of the nobles in Denmark and Norway, which included the 
election of the King, were abolished by King Frederick 3, about 1659, when 
he revolutionized the government, and rendered the throne hereditary (see 
the history of Christopher among the distinguished members). The Danish 
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noble Family was extended into Germany as it was into Sweden, as the 
result of war — Schleswig Holstein, the hereditary seat of the noble Family, 
having been ceded, with its members, to Germany 1864 (21). Dr. VonWeber 
Rosenkrantz purchased the two estates of nobility there 1828 (20), and, 
as VonAspern, the nobleman informs us, received for them a patent of 
nobility confirmed by the King 1862. As to the time of the naturalization 
of the family in Germany we are not informed, but it must have been done 
in Dr. VonWeber’s time, since he belonged to the Association of nobility 
and was “Royal Master of the Chase,” and his son Robert was a Lord. 
Members of the family are still living in Germany, but like the Baronial line 
in Norway, all the male members are extinct (20).
According to the reports received, the Baronial line probably remains only 
in Denmark, though possibly in Norway, also.

A Distinguished Family.
That the Rosenkrantz Family of Denmark, which has spread into Norway 
and Sweden and Germany is a distinguished one for learning and wealth 
and statesmanship, is testified to by the following witnesses: “Hellbach,” the 
German author, says Rosenkrantz is a very old Holstein family, which has 
spread especially in Denmark, and of whom have sprung great statesmen, 
the first which was known was called Erichs (20). We quote from Pastor 
Lieboldt: “The family, VonRosenkrantz, is very great and mighty in the 
kingdom of Denmark,” (20). Rector Bendixen says:
The Rosenkrantz is perhaps the most famous of all the noble Families in 
Denmark, and is still flourishing,” (18). The following historical extracts 
also testify to the wealth and importance of the family: “Otte,” author of 
“Denmark and Iceland,” says: “Near Kjoge with woods and water closing 
it in on every side, stands Volo castle, once the property of the Thotts 
and Rosenkrands, and now a richly endowed lay convent for unmarried 
ladies of the higher order of nobility, It became a royal possession under 
Frederick 4th, who bestowed it on his queen, Anna Sophia Reventior, but 
on his death his son and successor, Christian 6th, took it from that lady 
and passed it on his own queen, who, in 1738, endowed it with lands and 
converted it to its present purpose.”
He further say, “At Marriager which once could boast of a church so large 
that Mass could be celebrated simultaneously at several altars without 
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disturbing the various groups of worshippers, and a monastery so rich 
that the Monks in journeying to Rome might sleep every night on lands 
belonging to their house, now all that remains is one of the arches of the 
nave, the rest having been demolished in 1788, while of the conventional 
house for Monks and Nuns, founded in 1400, by Otte Rosenkrands, which 
were reputed the richest in Denmark, and repressed in 1788, nothing 
survives but a few rooms in the central building of the manor house, as 
Marriager Kloster.” Otte elsewhere says, “Between Arhus and Randus the 
coast line is carried abruptly out into the Categate, where an expansion of 
the main land brings the longitude of Jutland as far east as eleven degrees. 
On this eastern extension of the peninsula in the Kallo are grouped together 
the family seats of several of the old nobility, and of these the most noted 
is Rosenholm, the ancient house of the Rosenkanses, where the learned 
Holger Rosenkrands added, in 1620, an observatory to the mansion which 
had been enlarged in 1569 by his grandfather and still retains the tower 
which was then added to it.

Noted Members.
Among the noted members of the Rosenkrans noble Family of Europe, as 
referred to in the foregoing reports and in history, are the following: Erik, 
1227, who was the beginning of the family in Denmark; Niels Iversen, 
1308, the first of the family known in the records of Norway, and Erik, his 
son, Knight whose seal was the first known in Denmark, who received the 
Rose-wreath from the Pope, 1325, added it to his coat of arms and took 
the name of Rosenkrantz. Also John Nielsen, his brother, whose seal was 
the Lion and Shield. Holger Holgerson, Knight, who was the first to be 
addressed by the King as Rosenkrantz 1525. Then came the learned Henry 
of Denmark, and George Rosenkrantz, heir at Rosenholm, who after the 
death of King Fredrick, 2nd, was one of the State Counselors, and Erik 
heir of Bestrop, Royal Mayor, who died at Novarg 1575.
Another greatly distinguished member of the family was Holger Rosenkrands, 
at Rosenholm, especially “learned, and honored by the King, Royal Clerk 
at the Monastery, Dalun, talented and learned, who favored the arts and 
amateurs of all kinds, collected a great library of rare and fine books to 
whom 1617 Christian 4th gave the Monastery Dalun situated near the 
Odensell, and him honored and loved.” Griffin in “My Danish days” was 
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elevated by Kasper Bartholin and Thomas Bartholin, Ole Romer, and 
Holger Rosenkrands and their imitators.”
Another distinguished member was Erik, of Norway, Governor of the 
Northern provinces, 1560, Statesman, Diplomat, and Warrior, who rebuilt 
the King Haakon Haakonson Tower in Bergen, which has since been 
called Rosencrantz Tower. Lastly we notice a noted member of the family 
in Denmark, Christopher, born at Giesgaard 1589, of fluctuating fame 
and fortune, whose picture, painted by Marstrand, hangs in the Chapel 
of Christian 4th, at Roskield Cathedral. His name is not mentioned in the 
letters received, but is known in history and cannot well be overlooked in 
this report, though of tarnished reputation, since one Mr. Miller, of Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania, has honestly, no doubt, but erroneously, reported 
to a member of the family there (Ira D. R.) and to the writer in 1893, 
that Christopher Rosenkrans committed forgery in Denmark and fled to 
America, and became the ancestor of the family in this country.
The facts are as follows: Christopher is represented in Danish history as a 
powerful nobleman who was accused of forgery, and condemned by King 
Christian 4th. His property was confiscated and he banished. But he was 
evidently believed to be innocent by the King’s son, Fredrick 3, since he, 
when he succeeded to his father’s throne, 1658, recalled him and restored 
to him his title and estates. Yet other misfortunes awaited Christopher and 
all the nobles of Denmark, on account of King Frederick’s design to elevate 
himself at the expense of the nobles. He evolved a secret scheme which 
proved successful of wresting the political power from the nobility, and the 
people who had elected him King and of rendering the throne hereditary. 
This naturally embittered the nobles and aroused their most determined 
opposition resulting in their attempt to overthrow him during the war with 
Sweden 1659, in which they failed.
The opposition was secretly led by Korfitz Ulfelt, brother-in-law to the 
King, assisted by Christopher Rosenkrands, and his brother Gund. The 
King, supported by the Commoners, who were also deprived of their 
political privileges afterward, accomplished the defeat of the nobles and 
consequently the leaders, Korfitz, Christopher and Gund were compelled 
to flee from Denmark and Korfitz’s wife, sister of the King, was imprisoned 
for twenty-two years, and not released till after the death of the dowager 
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Queen. This case of the King and nobles was one in which “might makes 
right,” the power of the victor establishing the right, as tribute must be 
paid to “the powers that be.” “Had the nobles overpowered the King, who 
was the first transgressor and who revolutionized the government, the 
result would have been quite different. His flight or punishment would have 
followed and their course justified by the people. Let us then be charitable 
in judging Christopher Rosenkrands, the nobleman of Denmark, though 
not our ancestor. Joergen, a Danish historian, says that Christopher 
Rosenkrands fled to Germany and there died in poverty near the Rhine.” 
This was subsequent to the marriage of our ancestor, Harmon Hendrick, 
in New York, 1657.

The Untitled Family Rosenkrantz amily in Germany
As the province of Schleswig Holstein in Denmark, where lived Erik 
Rosenkrantz the Knight, lay along the border line of Germany, so one 
of his sons or early descendants must have settled in Germany, as the 
Rosenkrantz name was early found there and had spread to Holland with 
the Rose-wreath coat of arms even before the noble Family of Denmark 
had adopted the name, but not being naturalized, or adopted into the 
German association of nobility, the recognition of them as a noble Family 
eventually died out. As we learn from Mr. Roe’s report (1) a member of 
the German branch of the family was a Burgomaster in Amsterdam 1520, 
having been appointed by the German Emperor, as Holland was then a 
part of the German Empire
Of the later family there were Jacob Dircksen, the banished, and Dirk 
Roosecrans, his son, Captain of the Civil Guard, both of whom used the 
Rose-wreath, the one upon his dwelling and the other as his coat of arms 
(19). This is conclusive evidence that the German branch whence they 
sprang were descended from Erik of the Rose-wreath, for, till 1525, none 
but his descendants used it. Further evidence that the German branch, 
which is now numerous, was originally of the noble Family, and long 
resident in Germany, is given by William Rosenkranz, a German living at 
521 E. 15th Street, New York, formerly of the firm of Rosenkranz Bros., 
electricians, who reports that very early records of the family may be found 
at Valmarstein and Blankenstein, Germany, and that a nobleman of the 
name built the capitol building at Breslau.
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A noted member of the German family mentioned in the American 
Cyclopedia, was Johannis Karl Frederick Rosencranz,” born at Magdeburg, 
1805. He was a Philosopher and scholar and published a work on the 
Science of Education, which has been translated into English, and is used 
in the institutions of learning in this country, and which is said to be the 
most profound and the best work on the subject ever published.

The Rosenkrantz Family in Holland and Norway
As previously stated, the early Rosenkrantz family in Germany were 
descended from Erik, the Knight of Holstein, and first appeared in 
Amsterdam, Holland, in the person of the Rosenkrauntz Burgomaster 
1520. In 1553 a Jacob Dircksen, probably a brother or son, or near 
relative, came to Amsterdam and secured citizenship, and from these two 
members of the family all the Rosenkrantzs in Amsterdam were probably 
descended, as we have no tidings of the coming of others in the records 
of citizenship, and the family in Holland, which were apparently confined 
to the city were never numerous. This Jacob Dircksen is supposed to be 
the same who, 1552, lived in the Rosenkrantz or Rose-wreath dwelling, on 
Warmoes Street (19), whose wife’s name was Adrianna, and who was the 
father of Captain Dirk, of the Civil Guard.
Jacob was a conspicuous man, whose name is mentioned in the public 
dockets and was banished on account of his religion, and his property 
confiscated. He undoubtedly went to Bergen, Norway, where all his 
descendants eventually followed him. Dirk Roosecrans, his son, who seems 
to have adopted the Dutch mode of spelling the name, was conspicuous 
as Captain of the Civil Guard, and afterward Commissary of Marriages. 
He was Captain of the Guard when William the Silent was assassinated, 
1584, His coat of arms was the Rose-wreath, still preserved in Amsterdam.
Herman Rosenkrantz, the merchant, who went to Norway and secured the 
right of whale fishing on the coasts of Norway and Greenland, 1617-26, 
is supposed to have been his son, and the father of Henrik, the Burgesell 
of Norway, 1657, who was probably the father of our American ancestor, 
Herman Hendrickszen, as the name indicates. During the years of war 
and persecution which followed Jacob’s banishment till 1652, nearly or 
quite all of the Rosenkrantz family in Holland emigrated to Bergen, or 
thereabout, after a stay in Holland of about 130 years. At the present 
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time not a person of the name is to be found in Amsterdam or Holland, 
as reported by Attorney Roe (1) and also by Dr. E.M. Rosenkrans (187), of 
Chicago, who has been there and made inquiry in Amsterdam.
This Holland Family, at Bergen, Norway, seem to have found the great 
Rosencrantz Tower there a rallying point where the titled family had resided 
for about 350 years, and while there they still manifested the martial spirit 
of Erik the Knight, and of Captain Dirk, as it is reported that In the 17th and 
18th centuries some of the Rosenkrantz family from Holland were officers 
in the Royal Danish Norwegian army (15). According to reports, Herman 
Hendrickszen, our American ancestor from Bergen, may have been born 
in Holland, but more probably in Norway. When the Dutch from Holland 
immigrated to New Amsterdam during the early part of the seventeenth 
century, those about Bergen joined them and among them was Herman 
Hendrickszen, our ancestor, who was married in New York, 1657.
As we are now with the family in Norway, let us imagine it to be the 
middle of the seventeenth century when our ancestor was about to sail for 
America; let us step aboard the vessel — not a steamer, for steam power 
was then unknown, but a sailing craft — and cross the ocean with him. 
Let us attend his wedding in New Amsterdam; call on him at his residence 
in Kingston, observe the “New Settlements and New Churches” of his time; 
look up his descendants, now scattered throughout the land from the 
Eastern States to the Pacific Slope, and from Canada to Texas, and learn 
of their whereabouts and their welfare. But let us not fail here to render 
thanksgiving to the Giver of “every good and perfect gift” for the spiritual 
blessings and long life vouchsafed to the Rosenkrantz family in Europe, 
and seek to be worthy recipients of the same blessings here. Let us be 
grateful that our birthplace and our home is in this broad land and this 
great nation so signally blessed of the Lord from the beginning and which 
seems destined in His hands to become the greatest nation on earth and 
to lead the nations in education and spiritual development in Christianity 
and self-government to the millennial times now dawning upon the world.
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Early Settlements And Churches.
Early Settlements

In 1609, at the close of the first religious war of forty-two years, between 
Spain and the United Netherlands, Hendrick Hudson, with his adventurous 
voyagers in the Half Moon, landed on Manhattan Island, discovered the 
North River and called it the Hudson. Soon after this more Hollanders 
came and began a settlement on the island, and a village soon sprang 
up on the Southern extremity, which they called New Amsterdam. A fort 
was built there in 1614 called Fort Amsterdam, and an Indian Trading 
Station was established. During the early arrivals of the Hollanders, they 
were accompanied by the Norwegians from Bergen, many of whom were of 
Holland descent and some of them but recently from Holland.
The Amsterdam settlement was extended to Long Island and to the Jersey 
shore, which they called Bergen and also up the Hudson, along which 
forts were built and settlements made at Wyltwick (Kingston) and at Fort 
Orange (Albany). These settlements soon extended into the surrounding 
country, then a vast wilderness, and inhabited by the Iroquois Indians from 
Kingston the settlement followed the Rondout to Mombaccus, in Ulster 
County, and through the Mamakating Valley to the Neversink, thence 
down the Neversink to the Delaware River, and both sides of the river to 
the Walpack bend and the Water Gap.
In their previous explorations, the Hollanders had discovered a copper 
mine in Walpack, now Pahaquarry, nearly opposite Bushkill, Pennsylvania, 
and about 1650 a road was built along this route from Kingston to the 
mine, afterwards called the “Old Mine Road,” over which copper ore 
was transported on wagons to Kingston. This road from Kingston to 
Machackemech (Port Jervis) was the first public highway connecting the 
Hudson and the Delaware, and parallel with it the Delaware and Hudson 
Canal was afterwards built and extended to Honesdale, Pennsylvania This 
road was eventually extended to Easton, Philadelphia, and Washington, 
and was the first public thoroughfare from the East to our National Capitol, 
over which journeyed in carriages and on horseback the notable men of the 
Nation during the early days of our Republic. It is said that John Adams 
travelled this road from the East and made it a stopping place at the stone 
residence of Colonel Abraham VanCampen, still standing in Pahaquarry, 
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a few miles below the Delaware bend at the place now called “Shoemaker’s 
Ferry.” (Everett & Peck’s History of Sussex and Warren Counties, New 
Jersey). The first settlement made on the Neversink, in Orange County, 
was at Fort Dewitt, now Port Clinton, where Governor DeWitt Clinton was 
born, and ten miles above Port Jervis. Its beginning was about 1690, and 
the lower settlement at Hugenot a little later. Prior to 1700 a settlement 
was commenced at Port Jervis, and at “Minissink,” eleven miles below and 
very soon the log houses of the white men appeared among the wigwams 
of the Indians to the Water Gap Walpack then extended from the New York 
State line to the Water Gap in Morris County, Sussex being set off from 
Morris in 1753, and Warren from Sussex, 1824.
The name Walpack is derived from the Indian name “Waelpek,” — a 
whirlpool in the bend of the river. At the “Minissink settlement,” on the 
Old Mine Road, at the little stream crossing the highway and running to 
the Bennekill. This stream at the road is now the division line between the 
townships of Sandyston and Montague, where once stood the village of 
Minissink, the first village in Sussex County. A fort, called Fort Nomenock, 
was built, on Minissink Island, and a flouring mill on the little stream. A 
“tavern,” or hotel, a blacksmith shop, a school house, church and parsonage 
and other dwellings were also built there, and there lived the pastor of the 
four churches of the Delaware Valley erected in 1737.
At Minissink were baptized many of the children of the early settlers 
whose descendants are now living in the far West. “Minissink” is the name 
given to the Delaware Valley by the Leni Lenape or Delaware Indians, who 
claimed to be the most ancient of all the tribes, the original tribe from 
whom all others came, “Leni Lenape” signifying “the original people.” Their 
tradition was that they originally lived in a cave beneath a lake west of the 
Mississippi. Emerging from their underground home, they discovered the 
light and the deer both of which they found to be good. Having an idea of a 
land of plenty toward the rising sun, they took up their journey eastward, 
crossed the “big waters,” and came to the Delaware, when the valley from 
the Water Gap to the Lackawaxen was flooded with water. Eventually a 
break in the mountain took place at the Water Gap and drained the valley 
above, hence they called it Minissink, signifying drained land,” or “where 
the water is gone.” E. &P. History.
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Early Churches.
The first Reformed Church of New Amsterdam, said to have been the first 
Protestant church established in America, was organized in the upper part 
of a one-horse power flouring mill, near the Fort, 1628. Meetings were 
held there prior to that time, conducted by readers of the Scriptures called 
“Consolers of the sick,” but, in 1628, the first ordained pastor, Reverend 
Joseph Micliaelius, arrived from Holland and organized a church, preaching 
there till 1633, when he was succeeded by the Reverend Everardus 
Bogardus, second husband of Anneke Jans, and a plain wooden church 
building was erected the same year by the side of the East River, on the 
present location of 33 Pearl Street.
In 1642 a new church building of larger dimensions was erected called 
the St. Nicholas Church. In 1664 the British wrested New Amsterdam 
from Holland and changed the name to New York, and during that year 
was preached in New York by the Reverend Dr. Laidlie the first sermon 
in English. In 1687 was built in Garden Street, now Exchange Place, a 
brick church with the first church organ of the city, and 1769 the “North 
Church “at William and Fulton Streets having the first church bell of the 
city, cast in Amsterdam. During the Revolution this church was occupied 
by the British and used as a hospital and a prison, but before they took 
it the bell was taken down and secreted till after their departure. In this 
church the first noon-day prayer meeting was established in 1857, and is 
still contained near there in a chapel.
In 1872 was erected at Fifth Avenue and 48th Street the present imposing 
gothic church containing the memorials of the New York Memorial 
Churches; a library, church records, etc., it being the edifice of the first 
Reformed Dutch Church of New York — (New York Weekly Tribune, May 
13, 1895). In the latter church are undoubtedly the records of the marriage 
of “Herman Hendrickszen to Magdaleen Dircks,” March 3, 1657, and the 
baptism of his son Alexander, April 12th, 1661. In 1660 a Reformed Dutch 
Church was built at Kingston, then a village of forty-five dwellings.
In 1661 “Harmon Hendrix Rosenkrans” was a resident of Kingston and 
taxed twelve guilders toward building a parsonage and “Magadalena” his 
wife was received into the church. In 1734 four Reformed Dutch Churches 
were erected in the Delaware Valley, one at Port Jervis, New York; another 
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at Minissink, New Jersey; the third at Lower Walpack, and the fourth at 
Upper Smithfield, Pennsylvania. Prior to the erection of these churches 
occasional preaching had been secured in the Delaware region since 1716, 
by pastors from Kingston; first by the Reverend Petrus Vas, and afterward 
by Reverend George Wilhelm Mancius. The first pastor over these four 
churches, 1737, was the Reverend John Casparius, Freyenmuth, afterward 
written Freyenmote.
The grounds for a school house and burial place at Minissink were deeded 
in 1731 by Johannis Westbrook, who lived on the adjoining farm—still 
occupied by the Westbrooks. The grounds for the Lower Walpack church 
were donated and deeded to “the Christian people” of that vicinity, by 
Thomas Brink and Nicholas Schoonhoven February 1st, 1777 (see deed 
Major Benjamin Rosenkrans, page 47.) Those two Walpack churches at 
Minissink and Lower Walpack were the two first built in Sussex County. 
All the early settlers had their children baptized and the pastors kept a 
record of the Baptisms and marriages. These church records of New York, 
Kingston, Port Jervis, Lower Walpack and Upper Smithfield have mostly 
been copied into the histories of the city and the counties and as most 
of the early members of the Rosenkrans family settled along this line of 
settlement much family information has been obtained from these records, 
and from “Church Life,” where they have been reproduced by the noted 
family historian, William H. Nearpass, of Port Jervis. But the church records 
of the Albany settlement, which has been extended into the surrounding 
counties in Eastern New York, have not been reproduced by Mr. Nearpass 
in “Church Life,” nor investigated, by the writer, consequently there are 
in Eastern New York many of the Rosenkrans name probably descended 
from Harmon Hendrick, whose names are not included in the genealogy, 
and who are especially noticed at its close.
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The First Generation
European antecedents unknown.

Harmon Hendrick Rosenkrans [001]
Harmon Hendrick Rosenkrans, the progenitor of the most numerous 
branch of the Rosenkrans family in the United States of America, from 
whom were descended Colonel John Rosenkrans, of the Revolution, and 
General William Stark Rosecrans, of the Civil War, was of Holland descent, 
but came from Bergen, Norway, to New Amsterdam about the middle of the 
seventeenth century where he was married in 1657. His marriage record 
copied from the Genealogical and Biographical records of New York taken 
from the First Reformed Dutch Church of the city is as follows: Married: 
“March 3, 1657, Herman Hendrickszen VanBergen in Noordwegen en 
Magdaleen Dircks, wed’r Cornelis Caper.” This marriage record is in 
Holland Dutch, which modernized into English is, Married March 3rd, 
1657, Herman Hendrickson, from Bergen, in Norway, to Magdalena Dircks, 
widow of Cornelius Caper.1

This form of our ancestor’s name denotes that he was the son of Hendrick 
or Henrik, and as it is nowhere else found so written, but is usually written 
Harmon Hendrick, we shall thus write it when speaking of him. Herman 
and Harmon were interchangeably used in Holland and among the early 
settlers, as were Jacobus and James, Johannis and John. But one instance 
is found where he wrote his own name, that being in 1683, when he signed 
his name to a petition, writing it “Harmoun Hyndryx.” As family names 
were then but little used he did not write the name Rosenkrans. After his 
marriage in New York, 1657, we next find him in Kingston where he settled 
about 1660. His son Alexander was born in Kingston, as his marriage 
record shows, and he was baptized in New York April 1661. That he was 
living in Kingston in 1661 is evident from the fact also that according to 

1 A previous marriage of a female of the name of Rosencrans is found in these records as follows: 
Married: “1642, November 9.  Michoel Buguet j m VanNovan in Vranckryck en Eazabeth Rosencrans 
wed VanVissengen.”  When translated this reads as follows: Married, 1642, November 9, Michael Buguet, 
young man from Novan in France, to Elizabeth Rosencrans, widow from Vissengen.  As the name of 
Bugnet has not been found in the Ulster County records, these were probably strangers to the Holland 
branch of the family, and settled elsewhere, perhaps in New York or on Long Island.
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the1 Kingston records Magdalena, wife of “Harmon Hendricx Rosenkrans” 
was baptized and received into the Reformed Dutch Church of Kingston, 
June 24, 1661, and he was taxed that year twelve guilders toward building 
a parsonage for the “Domane Harmanus Blom.” The above record in 1661 
is the first one found where his surname is written, it being Rosenkrans as 
we now write it, though not written by him.
Harmon Hendrick must have had nine children at least, as the Kingston 
records show seven after Alexander between the dates 1661-75, and the 
ninth one is found in a will recorded in Albany, dated 1726, made by 
his daughter Sarah not found elsewhere. Eventually he left Kingston and 
purchased a large tract of land on the Peterskill, in Mombaccus township, 
now Rochester, Ulster County, New York, where he settled prior to 1683, 
as at that date he signed a Rochester petition spoken of, praying for the 
election rather than the appointment of a certain official. The date of his 
purchase in Mombaccus cannot be ascertained, as the early Kingston 
land records were lost. It was located on the Peterskill, neat Alligerville, 
and contained a mill property, subsequently owned in part by his son 
Alexander. The Peterskill empties into the Rondout near Alligerville, 
whose post-office is Kiserike. In 1896 Mrs. Schoonmaker, widow of Judge 
Augustus Schoonmaker, of Kingston who formerly lived near Alligerville, 
in answer to a letter of inquiry informed me that there was still an old mill 
standing on the Peterskill near Alligerville, and that this old mill probably 
stands on the site of Alexander’s mill, once owned by his father.
Harmon Hendrick died in Rochester about 1697, as the Kingston records 
show that Magdalena, his wife, and Alexander his son, Executors of Harmon 
Hendrick Rosenkrans, sold land to Moses DuPuy,. September 14, 1697. 
(Book A.A., p. 185). September 21, 1703, Alexander Rosenkrans and other 
heirs sold 150 acres more to Moses DuPuy. This change of administrators 
and disappearance of the widow’s name indicate that Magdalena had 
died between the dates 1697 and 1703. Harmon Hendrick’s occupation in 
Kingston is not mentioned in the records, but Kingston was only a village 
at the time of his living there and he was undoubtedly a farmer or “yeoman” 
as in after years. In 1663, soon after his settlement there, Kingston was 
raided by the Indians, and the church and some dwellings were burned; 
some of the inhabitants were killed and a few of the children were carried 
off, but as far as known Harmon and his family were providentially left 
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uninjured. Kingston was then the nucleus of a great settlement which 
extended westward along the Rondout to the Neversink and the Delaware, 
and along this route Harmon Hendrick’s family mainly settled. As previously 
stated, though from Norway he was of Holland descent, but whether born 
in Holland or Norway has not been definitely determined. The probability 
is that he was born in Norway. As we learn from the Bendixen letter several 
of the Rosenkrans family named Herman and Hendrick, and Herman 
Hendrick went from Holland to Bergen between 1593 and1652, and it is 
possible that he was one of them. But Mr. Thiset, the Royal Archivist of 
Denmark, thinks that Herman Hendrickszen was the son of one of the two 
“Dutchmen,” as he calls them, Herman, the Merchant Fisherman, and 
Henrik, the Burgesell, the former probably a son of Captain Dirk, who 
obtained rights in Norway as early as 1617. He was evidently the son of 
Henrik, as the name indicates, and born in Bergen, but as the early records 
there were burned, the date and place of his birth cannot be positively 
determined. This, however, is evident, that he was of the Holland family 
of the Rose-wreath, which came from the early German family, descended 
from Erik, the Knight, who was presented with the Rose-wreath, added it 
to his coat of arms, and 1325 took the name of Rosenkrantz. 
Of Magdalena Dircks, wife of Harmon Hendrick, nothing is known 
prior to her marriage, in 1657, but from that we learn that she was the 
widow of Cornelis Caper. She, like her husband, was undoubtedly of 
Holland extraction, and perhaps born in Amsterdam. The name, Dircks, 
was apparently a common one in the Rosenkrantz family, and the two 
families were probably associated prior to this marriage, 1657. In early life 
Magdalena, like Mary, had “chosen the better part,” she had accepted the 
Savior. As Mary Magdalena was the first to find and to recognize the Savior 
after His resurrection, so Magdalena Rosenkrans was apparently the first 
of the family to find Him in the new world, and to confess Him before men. 
In doing so she fulfilled an important duty and set an example of love and 
loyalty to the Savior worthy of imitation by all her descendants. Harmon 
Hendrick’s children were Alexander, Annatje, Rachel, Harmanus, Anna, 
Hendrick, Christiana, Dirk, and Sarah.
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The Second Generation
Harmon Hendrick Rosenkrans [001] and Magdalena Dircks had nine 
children. 

Alexander Rosenkrans [002]

Alexander Rosenkrans, son of Harmon Hendrick, was born in Kingston 
and baptized in New York April 12, 1661. When he was a boy three years 
of age, the Indians carried off some of the children of Kingston, but he was 
preserved and destined to be the head of a large branch of the Harmon 
Hendrick family whose descendants have followed closely upon the 
heels of the Indians in their emigration westward to the big waters of the 
Mississippi River, and still on to the confine of the Pacific Ocean. When a 
young man Alexander accompanied his parents to the uncultivated banks 
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of the Peterskill in Mombaccus, now Rochester Township, and assisted in 
clearing a farm, where many of the family and kindred subsequently lived. 
Being the eldest son Alexander became the head of the family at the death 
of his father, and, as before stated, was instrumental, 1697, in selling some 
of his father’s estate to Moses DuPuy, his future father-in-law, and again in 
1703. He sold a portion of the estate again in 1708, but probably retained 
a home there, and subsequently owned a mill property on the Peterskill, in 
company with his brother-in-law. Gysbert VanGarden, as the records show 
that “Leendert Cool,” in 1709, petitioned the Town Committee of Rochester for 
the purchase of the highest falls on the Peterskill “above the mill property of 
Alexander Rosenkrans and Gysbert VanGarden.” As there is an old mill still 
standing on the Peterskill, as noticed in connection with his father’s name, 
it probably stands on the mill site once owned by him and his brother-in-
law. The Rochester records show that Alexander was a member of the Town 
Committee 1714, and with them sold some real estate to William Nottingham, 
and 1720 his name appears in a list of “quit rents.” In 1727 he sold some real 
estate in Kingston to Johannis Wynkoop and, April 19, 1739, while living in 
New Jersey, sold to Moses Dupuy, Jr., some real estate in Rochester for £503 
(Book E.E. p. 21).
In 1713, aged about 53, Alexander was married in Rochester to Marretjen 
DePue, daughter of Moses Dupuy. A copy of his marriage record in the 
Ulster County History is as follows; “Married December 11, 1713, Alexander 
Rosenkrans j.m. born in Kingston, and Marretjen DePue, j.d., also born 
in Kingston.” These letters following their names signify young man, or 
unmarried and young woman, Moses DuPuy was born in France, his father 
being a Huguenot. His father, Nicholas DuPuy, came from France in the ship 
called “Pumerland Church,” in October, 1662, with his wife, Catryntje Vos, 
and three children — Nicholas, John and Moses, aged 6, 5 and 2 years. — 
“Church Life.”
Moses married Maritje (Maria) Wynkoop, of Albany, and settled in Rochester, 
where he purchased a tract of land in 1680, evidently near that of Harmon 
Hendrick Rosenkrans. His second wife was Margaret Schoonmaker. His son, 
Nicholas “DePue,” baptized December 3, 1682, married Wyntje Roosa, 1707, 
and settled in Smithfield, Monroe County, Pennsylvania, 1725, purchasing 
3,000 acres of land of the Indians and becoming the pioneer settler of that 
region near Stroudsburg, above the Delaware Water Gap. Moses DuPuy’s 
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son Moses married a Margaret Schoonmaker, of Ulster County, whose son 
Benjamin, baptized March 3, 1728, married “Lisabeth Swartwout,” daughter 
of Samuel, and settled in Deer Park Township, near Port Jervis. He built the 
stone house subsequently occupied by Peter E. Gumaer, the family historian, 
which during the Revolution was converted into a fort called Fort Depue.” — 
“Church Life.”
Alexander Rosenkrans, like his father concluded to go westward — not across 
the ocean or continent — but across the southern boundary of his native 
State, from the hunting grounds of the Iroquois along the Rondout, to the 
“Minissink” lands of the Leni Lenape, the banks of the Delaware, where white 
men were then but few. In 1729, Alexander Rosenkrans, in company with 
Frederick Schoonmaker, purchased of John Crooke, Jr., of Kingston, a tract of 
900 acres of land, called the Shappanack tract, on the Delaware, in Walpack, 
Morris (now Sussex) County, New Jersey, for which they paid £600. Their 
deed, mentioned in “sources of family information,” was made in accordance 
with the old English law of “lease and release.” A lease with a deed dated one 
year and a day later, which begins as follows:
“This indenture made the 16th and 17th days of March, in the third year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord, George the second, by the grace of God, of Great 
Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, etc., and in the year 
of our Lord Christ one thousand seven hundred and twenty-nine and thirty, 
between John Crooke, Jr., of Kingston, in the County of Ulster, and Province 
of New York, in America, Merchant, and Catharina, his wife, of one part, and 
Alexander Rosenkrans, of Rochester, in the said county of Ulster, aforesaid, 
yeoman, and Fredrick Schoonmaker, of said Rochester, yeoman, of the other 
part. Whereas, the said John Crooke, Jr., by virtue of a certain conveyance 
by lease and release, from Joseph Helby, citizen and brewer, of London, to 
him the said John Crooke, Jr., duly made and executed, etc.” This tract was 
purchased by Joseph Helby, of the Council of Proprietors of West New Jersey, it 
being a part of their last purchase as stated, in the deed. This deed is  by John 
Crooke, Jr., and Catharinje Crooke, and witnessed by “Badsliijavn DeWit, 
Petrus Bogardus and Will Anderson, Jr. “Alexander Rosenkrans probably 
settled on the Shappanack tract in 1731, as in June of that year, deeds of 
partition were executed between Rosenkrans and Schoonmaker, setting off 
for each a farm of 220 acres, including the river flats, or “low lands,” the 
division line at the road being the small stream which descends the hill just 
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north of the stone dwelling now standing there, Rosenkrans having taken 
the upper, or northeastern farm, and Schoonmaker the lower one. Of the low 
lands Alexander received 70 acres and Schoonmaker 60 and an island of ten 
acres in the river, as shown by a map made at the time. On the plateau at 
the cross roads, twelve or fifteen rods west of the “Old Mine,” or liver road, 
Alexander built him a house as seen on the map, on the site of the present 
frame dwelling now occupied by Joseph H. Hull. That house was undoubtedly 
built of logs, as were most of the dwellings of that early period, and perhaps 
converted into a fort, or block house, during the Revolution by his son, Colonel 
John, who then lived on the premises and had a log fort. In 1742, Alexander 
Rosenkrans, of Walpack, New Jersey purchased of Fredrick Schoonmaker, of 
Marbletown, Ulster Co., New York, his one-half interest in this Shappanack 
tract, for which he paid him £400.
The deed showing this purchase is dated February 2, in the sixteenth year 
of the reign of King George the second, King of Great Britain, France, and 
Ireland, and of our Lord Christ, 1742-3. It is signed “Fredrijck Schoonmaker” 
and “Eva Schoonmaker” and witnessed by “Jacob Schoonmaker, Patt Ker, 
and Thomas Schoonmaker.” This half tract, or lower farm, was evidently 
purchased by Alexander for his son Harmen, as on 27 March following he 
deeded it to him. This deed is in possession of Peter Dewitt, of Somerville, 
New Jersey, of which a copy has been obtained. Three years after selling to 
Harmen, Alexander sold the other half of the tract, the original homestead of 
nearly 500 acres, to his youngest son Johannis (Colonel John) for £400, and 
the annual rent of one pepper corn only if demanded.” This deed to Johannis 
Rosenkrans, in possession of the writer, is dated March 27, 1745, and signed 
                  His     

Alexander (A.R.) Rosenkrans 
                      Mark   

and
                             Her    

Marriky (X) Rosekrans 
                   Mark  

 
And witnessed by

Jacobus Schoonmaker
and

James Hyndshaw.
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This is the last record found of Alexander and Marriky, his wife, or 
Marretjen, as given in the marriage recorded As he was then 85 years of 
age, he probably died soon after and was buried in the graveyard of the 
first Walpack church, on the Nicholas Schoonhoven farm, now owned and 
occupied by Daniel S. Smith, who married Amanda Rosenkrans [256], a 
great-great granddaughter of Alexander. In the deed from Harmen to Isaac 
VanCampen, 1754, Alexander, of whom the property was purchased, is 
spoken of as “the departed,” having died prior to that date. No lettered 
stone can now be found to indicate the place of his and his wife’s burial, 
but we trust that they will be found and will come forth “to the resurrection 
of life” at the resurrection of the just. Alexander and his wife were evidently 
church members, since from 1696, to his marriage 1713, his name appears 
frequently on the Rochester church book as sponsor at the baptism of 
children, and from their marriage to their removal to Walpack, 1731, their 
names appear together in the records, the last time being at the baptism 
of his grandchild and namesake Alexander, son of Jacobus and Maria 
(R.) Schoonmaker. October 12, 1735. This was after their removal to New 
Jersey, and probably while on a visit to their friends and relatives in Ulster 
County. Alexander had seven children, as found in the records: Maria, 
Harmen, Magdalena, Catrina, Johannis, Johannis 2nd, and Helenah.
Annatje Rosenkrans [003]
Annatje Rosenkrans, daughter of Harmon Hendrick, was baptized in 
Kingston, August 27, 1662, and died young.
Rachel Rosenkrans [004]
Rachel Rosenkrans baptized August 21, 1663; married Gysbert Van Garden, 
who settled about 1684 on a farm in Rochester, on the Rondout. He was the 
son of Albert Gysbertsen, and Aeltje Wiggers, who came to Kingston from 
Heerde, a Province of Gelderland prior to 1660. Gysbert’s name previous 
to 1684 is found in the records as Gysbert Alberts, but in a petition to 
the Governor, 1684, he signed his name Gysbert VanGarden, and since 
then he and his descendants have had the family name of VanGarden, 
now usually spelled VanGorden. Gysbert is said to have been a large land 
owner in Rochester, and as before mentioned owned, in company with 
Alexander Rosenkrans, a mill property on the Peters-Skill. He was a Trustee 
of Rochester 1713-16, and died prior to 1720. — “Church Life.”
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The children of Gysbert VanGarden and Rachel Rosenkrans were ten: Albert, 
who married Jannetje Vredenburg and, 1704, settled at Minissink, N.J. 
Harmen, baptized 1682, died young. Pieter baptized 1684, married Margaret 
Dekker, and moved to Shippekonk, at the “smooth rocks,” in Montague, 
three miles from Part Jervis. Magdalena married Jan VanKampen, Jr., of 
Rochester. Gysbert married Arreantje de Lange, of Rochester. Herman died 
young. Herman 2nd married Elsje Koddebek, and lived at Shippekonk, 
where his sons Daniel and Benjamin afterward lived. Hendrick married 
Marretje Middog 2nd, Elenora Deckker and lived in Montague. Sara died 
young. Sara 2nd baptized 1705, married Leendert Kool, 1723, and lived 
in Rochester. He afterward moved to Walpack, N.J. Christian bap Sept 18, 
1709, married Jacob VanderMerker (Vandermark).
Harmanus (Harmen) Rosenkrans [005]
Harmanus (Harmen) Rosenkrans, son of Alexander [002] named after his 
father, was baptized in Kingston May 2, 1666, since which time no record 
of him has been found He probably went to the Albany settlement.
Anna Rosenkrans [006]
Anna Rosenkrans, born about 1668, married Humphrey Davenport. 
Nothing further is found of her in the Kingston records. Her sister Sarah 
in her will at Albany speaks of her and her son Johannis and also of his 
son John. Anna (Rosenkrans) Davenport and husband probably left Ulster 
county and went northeastward to the Albany settlement.
Hendrick Rosenkrans [007] 
Hendrick Rosenkrans, born about 16 70, like his brother Harmon, was 
named after his father. He was married in Kingston January 3, 1697, 
to Annetje Vredenburg, and after her death to Antje Dulliva, October 
26, 1721, widow of Lucus DeWitt and of Garrett VanBenscoten. Annatje 
Vredenburg, Hendrick’s first wife was a daughter of the emigrant “Willem 
Isaacsen VanVredenburg,” who came from The Hague in the ship “Guilded 
Beaver,” May, 1658 He was married in New Amsterdam to Appalona 
Barrents, October 19, 1664, the same year that the British took the 
city from Holland and named it New York. The name Willem Isaacsen 
VanVredenburg is significant, denoting that he was Willem, the son of 
Isaac from Vredenburg. The “Van” has been dropped from the name and 
Vredenburg has been changed to Fredenbnrgs. Annatje was baptized in New 
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York December 8, 1673, and her parents removed to Wyltwijck (Kingston), 
1675. Hendrick Rosenkrans. was a farmer, and the Kingston records say 
that he purchased 200 acres of land in Mombaccus, of Hellegonde Van 
Sleghtenhurst, January 27, 1709 (Book A.A. p. 249.) Hendrick probably 
remained and died in Ulster County, but some of his sons went to the 
Delaware Valley and others disappeared, and probably went to the Albany 
settlement. His nine children were Appollonia, Herman, William, Herman 
2nd, Herman 3rd, Hendrics, Johannis, Alexander and Isaac.
Christiana Rosenkrans [008]
Christiana Rosenkrans, born in Kingston, about 1671, married Cornelius 
Hendrickson Kertregt, now written Courtright, whose record is not known. 
Dirk Rosenkrans (Dirck, Or Derrick) [009]  
Dirk Rosenkrans (Dirck, Or Derrick) was born in Kingston and bears the 
name of his supposed ancestor, Captain Dirk, and also of his mother. He 
married September 6, 1702, Wintje Kierstede, widow of Jan DeWitt, and 
great-grand-daughter of Aneke Jans.
The second husband of Aneke Jans was Reverend Everardus Bogardus, 
the second pastor of the Reformed Dutch Church of New Amsterdam. Dirk 
settled in Mombaccus, Ulster County, New York, (now Rochester), and 
was a farmer. He was evidently enterprising, and dealt considerably in 
lands, as the records testify. He sold land to Cornelis S. Swits, January 
30, 1702 and in 1717 (Book A.A. p 38) he sold land to Greetie Elmendorf, 
January 26, 1704, in which his name appears as “Dirck Rosenkrans,” and 
his mark as “D.R.” His wife’s name is signed, Wyntje Rosenkrans,” and her 
mark as “W.K.R.” As a member of the Trustees of Rochester, he sold land 
to Fredrick Schoonmaker November 20, 1717. December 17, 1717, he 
sold to Derick Westbrook and to Thomas Oosterhout. He sold to Sodymick 
Hornbeck, January 3, 1718, and to Andries VanLeuven March 24, 1718 
(Book B.B. p. 568.) In these latter sales, his name is written “Derick.” Of 
his six children whose names are found in the church records, some of 
them came to the Delaware Valley and others probably went northward, as 
their descendants have not been found in our records. A large portion of 
the Rosenkrans family in the West is descended from him through Jacobus 
(James) who lived at Huguenot, near Port Jervis, N.Y., and through his two 
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sons, Captain Daniel and Soldier John. Dirk’s six children were Herman, 
Jacobus, Helena, Sara, Lidia, and Antjen.
Sarah Rosenkrans [010]
Sarah Rosenkrans, daughter of Harmon Hendrick [001], though last in 
appearing, may have been first as to birth. Her name has not been found 
in the church records, but has been recently discovered in the Albany 
“Calendar of Wills,” as reported by Mr. W.H. Nearpass, in which a record 
is found of her will made June 17, 1726, in which she mentions a number 
of her relatives, some of whom are not found in the church records of 
the Kingston settlements. Her brothers Hendrick and Derick were made 
Executors, and in her will she named her mother, Magdalena, her brothers 
Alexander, Hendrick and Derick, her sisters Rachel and Christianah, Harma 
VanGarden, Johannis Davenport and son John, Hendrick Courtright and 
Helenah and Johannis, children of her brother Alexander. A commendable 
work for some member of the Rosenkrans family would be to form a 
supplement to the Rosenkrans Family “by searching out from the records 
of eastern New York and elsewhere that portion of the descendants of 
Harmon Hendrick Rosenkrans not found in this genealogy.
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Alexander Rosenkrans [002] and Marretjen DePue had seven children.

Maria Rosenkrans [011]
Maria Rosenkrans, eldest daughter of Alexander [002] was born in 
Rochester, Ulster County New York, and baptized in the Reformed Dutch 
church December 19, 1714. In 1729, the year of her father’s purchase on 
the Delaware, she was married to Jacobus Schoonmaker, of Rochester, 
born 1698. The Schoonmakers were a prominent family of Ulster County, 
apparently, quite numerous, and several of them married in the Rosenkrans 
family in the early days. One member of that family, Judge Augustus 
Schoonmaker, of Kingston, died recently. One Frederick Schoonmaker, as 
already mentioned, joined Alexander Rosenkrans, 1729, in the purchase 
of the Shappanack tract of land. Jacobus, the husband of Maria, probably 
while on a visit to Walpack, New Jersey, was a witness to the deed of 
Alexander made to his son John, 1745. He was a farmer of Rochester 
whose children were: Antjen, baptized 1744; Catharine, baptized 1748; 
Anna, baptized 1750; Joseph baptized 1753. Nothing further is known of 
this family
Harmanus (Harmen) Rosekrans [012] 
Harmanus (Harmen) Rosekrans, eldest son of Alexander [002], was born 
in Ulster County and baptized May 10, 1716. At fifteen years of age, he 
accompanied his parents from Rochester, New York, to Walpack, New 
Jersey, and there married Anna Stout, about the year 1743. Anna was 
probably a daughter of John Stout, of Walpack, who according to Everett 
& Peck’s History purchased a farm below Shappanack, on the Delaware 
1744. As mentioned in his father’s biography, Harmen purchased of his 
father, 1742, the lower Shappanack farm, recently purchased of Frederick 
Schoonmaker, consisting of about 500 acres, which he sold to his brother-
in-law Isaac VanCampen, for £900, 1754. His deed to VanCampen dated 
April 8, 1754, in the hands of Peter Dewitt, is signed “Harmen Rosekrans” 
and “Mary Rosekrans,” and is witnessed by “Nicholas Emins,” and John 
Williams. — Recorded at Burlington Liber R. p. 321. These names indicate 
that Harmen, in 1754, had married a second wife, though his marriage is 
not found in the Walpack church records, as some of them were lost.
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After selling his farm to Isaac VanCampen, Harmen Rosekrans seems to 
have gone to Hunterdon County, New Jersey, as the records there show 
that in 1760 he owned 598 acres of West Jersey Society lands,” in the 
northwestern part of the county and that, 1761, he advertised “a sorrel mare 
astray.” — (Reverend T.F. Chambers, German Valley, New Jersey.) In 1769 
Harmen again owned land in Walpack, along Flatbrook, as we learn (from 
part of a deed found in the roll of family documents mentioned in sources of 
family information”) that he sold twenty acres of meadow land there to his 
brother John adjoining his own land, at “a stream emptying into Flatbrook 
on the road running from Abram Brokaws to Isaac VanNests.” Harmen’s 
land must have been near the Timothy E. Shay farm, on the road leading 
to the old stone Methodist Church, east of Flatbrook, since Abram Brokaw 
then lived on the Jacobus Brink, or John Layton, Jr., farm, in Sandyston, 
and Isaac Van Nest lived on the Robert Bell farm, formerly owned by John 
Cleves Symmes. No trace of Harmen Rosekrans, or his family, has been 
found since his sale to Colonel John in 1769. While living in Walpack, on 
Shappanack farm, Harmen and Anna had four children, as found in the 
church records baptized as follows: Alexander, 1744; Catharina, 1748; 
Anna, 1750; Joseph, 1753.
Magdalena Rosenkrans [013]
Magdalena Rosenkrans, daughter of Alexander [002] was born in Ulster 
County, New York, and baptized January 5, 1718. She was evidently named 
for her grandmother Rosenkrans, and grew to womanhood in Walpack, near 
the Delaware, and at the age of twenty-four married Isaac VanCampen, from 
Upper Smithfield, Pennsylvania The VanCampen family of Walpack and 
Smithfield across the river, were a prominent and numerous family in the 
early days of the Delaware settlement, but as some of the church records 
of Walpack and Smithfield have been lost, their lineage has not been fully 
traced Colonel Abraham VanCampen married Susanna DePue and lived 
in the stone dwelling in Walpack, now Pahaquarry, at the place called 
“Shoemaker’s Ferry,” and was the first Colonel in Sussex county. He was 
a son of Jan, the son of Gerret Jansen, and the son of Jan VanCampen, of 
Ulster County - Isaac VanCampen, who married Magdalena, was probably 
a son or grandson of Colonel Abraham, and succeeded him as Elder of 
the Walpack church, December 5, 1765. Isaac VanCampen purchased 
of Harmen Rosenkrans the lower Shappanack farm in 1754 (as stated 
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concerning Harmen) and lived in the stone dwelling on the premises till 
his death, 1801. He acted as Freeholder, Justice of the Peace, Associate 
Judge of the county and Member of the State Legislature.. He made a will 
September 11, 1801, and died the same year. According to the church 
records, Isaac and Magdalena had five children born unto then: Maritaje, 
baptized January 13, 1743; Madlena, born November 18, 1745; Catharina, 
January 19, 1747; Alexander, March 5, 1749, and Magdalena, January 
12, 1750, but all these probably died before 1801, since in his will of that 
date he mentions only two children, not named above, Isaac and Abraham, 
for whom he provided and also for the children of Abraham, Isaac being 
unmarried. By his will he manumitted his slaves, “Sophia” and her four 
children and “the three men servants, Daniel and Adam and Enos” His 
wife Magdalena must have died prior to the date of his will, as she is not 
mentioned in it.
A word here may be appropriate concerning the building of the stone 
house on the lower Shappanack farm herewith presented erected before 
the Revolution, the building of which has been attributed to both Isaac 
VanCampen and Colonel John Rosenkrans. Isaac VanCampen undoubtedly 
built it. Harmen Rosekrans purchased the farm 1742, prior to which it 
had been unoccupied, and unimproved, under the ownership of Frederick 
Schoonmaker, of Ulster County, New York, and Harmen after purchasing 
it, probably put up a log dwelling in accordance with the times. VanCampen 
was a man of means, and lived on the premises from the time of his purchase, 
1754, till his death, 1801, and undoubtedly built the stone house while 
living there. This is the opinion of Mr. Peter DeWitt, of Somerville, whose 
father, John H. DeWitt succeeded the VanCampens in the possession of 
the lower Shappanack farm, 1809, which farm Peter DeWitt also owned 
for a long time after the death of his father. In a. letter dated August 2, 
18b4, Mr. DeWitt says: “I have always understood that that house was 
built before the Revolution, so it would look as though VanCampen had 
built it, as he had from 1754 to 1776 to do it in, if not him, then perhaps 
Harmen Rosenkrans, as he owned it immediately preceding VanCampen.” 
That Colonel John did not build it, is evident from the fact that he never 
owned the farm, nor lived upon it.
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Catrina Rosenkrans (Catharine) [014]
Catrina Rosenkrans (Catharine), daughter of Alexander [002] was baptized 
in Rochester, Ulster County, New York, November 8, 1719. Living with 
her parents in Walpack, New Jersey, she married about 1745 “Nicholas 
Emins,” of the same place. Nicholas was probably a son of John Emins, 
who purchased a farm of 250 acres, on the Delaware, 1729, the same 
year that Alexander Rosenkrans purchased. Nicholas Emins (Emmaus or 
Emmons), according to Everett & Peck’s history, purchased, 1754, 105 
acres in Walpack, near the location of Walpack Center. He and Catrina, 
according to the church records, had six children: John, baptized 1746; 
Alexander, 1748; Isaac, 1750; Maria, 1752; Elizabeth, 1754; Lea, 1759. 
Johannis Rosenkrans [015]
Johannis Rosenkrans was baptized May 14, 1721 and died in infancy.
Johannis Rosenkrans 2nd [016]
Johannis Rosenkrans 2nd, son of Alexander [002], was born in Rochester, 
Ulster County New York, July 6, 1724, and baptized July 6th following. 
At seven years of age he accompanied his parents to Walpack, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, then Morris County, when the country was mostly 
a wilderness and the forests frequently re-sounded with the cries of the 
panther and the wild whoop of the Indians. Along the banks of the Delaware 
he grew to manhood, and while deprived of the educational advantages 
of city or modern rural life, he became a man of moral worth and public 
usefulness, an extensive farmer, an elder of the church and a Colonel in 
the Continental army. In 1745, Colonel John purchased of his father the 
homestead Shappanack farm, of about 500 acres, adjoining the farm of 
his brother Harmen, and purchased 1742. Each of these farms, besides 
the uplands, contained about seventy acres of river fiats of sandy loam 
and was very productive. The flats of the Shappanack farms today are the 
most noted in the county for productiveness and easy tillage, one of which 
is now leased by a syndicate raising special crops of tobacco and potatoes. 
The date and beginning of Colonel John’s deed from his father is as follows:
“This indenture made the 27th day of March, in the year of our Lord Christ 
one thousand seven hundred and forty-five, between Alexander Rosekrance, 
of Shappanack, in the township of Wallpeck [Sic,] county of Morris and 
Province of West New Jersey, yeoman, and Marriky, his wife, of the one 
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part, and Johannis Rosekrance, his youngest son, of the township, county 
and province aforesaid, yeoman, of the other part, WITNESSETH,” etc. 
Having secured for himself a farm and a home, when his parents were old 
and feeble, or perhaps departed, Colonel John Rosenkrans contemplated 
marriage, but like Isaac and Jacob of old, he sought not for a wife in the 
place of his sojourn, but took one from the land of his fathers, the home of 
his kindred. On August 8th, 1751, Colonel John Rosenkrans, of Walpack, 
New Jersey, married Margaret DeWitt, of Rochester, Ulster County, New 
York, and over the “Old Mine Road,” by way of Port Clinton, Port Jervis and 
Minisink, with perhaps as good a conveyance as the county afforded, he 
brought his bride from Rochester to Walpack.
Margaret DeWitt was born in Rochester April 18, 1731, and came of a good 
ancestry — from Jacob DeWitt, of Holland, it is said, and who succeeded 
Barneveldt as State’s Advocate. Her father was Tjerck DeWitt, the son of 
Jacob, son of Tjerck Classen DeWitt, from the Netherlands, who, April 24, 
1756, married, in New Amsterdam, Barbary Andressen, from Amsterdam, 
Holland. Margaret DeWitt was related to Governor DeWitt Clinton. Her 
grandfather had a brother Andries; whose son, Egbert, married Mary 
Knottingham. Egbert’s son, Jacob Rutzen DeWitt married Jenneke (Jane) 
DePue, daughter of Moses DuPuy and Margaret Schoonmaker, his second 
wife. Jacob Rutzen DeWitt was a Captain during the Revolution and settled 
on the Neversink at the place afterward named Fort DeWitt, on account 
of a fort being built there during the Revolution. His sister Mary married 
General James Clinton, and her son DeWitt Clinton, afterward Governor 
of New York, was born March 2, 1769, in the stone residence of Captain 
DeWitt, at Fort DeWitt, now called Port Clinton. — “Church Life.” Thus 
Colonel John Rosenkrans was connected with Governor DeWitt Clinton 
through his grandfather DuPuy and also through his wife, Margaret DeWitt.
Three years after his marriage, Colonel John Rosenkrans added to his 500 
acres another tract of 705 acres, adjoining his property on the northeast. 
This was the Samuel Nevill tract, extending from the Delaware to across 
Flat Brook, and from the Shappanack tract to beyond the East and West 
New Jersey line, which is now the division line between the townships of 
Walpack and Sandyston. For this tract he paid £122, the deed for which is 
recorded at Newton (Book T.3, p. 9.) By mistakes made in the Walpack map 
in Everett & Peck’s History” the “Joseph Kirkbride” tract of 500 acres is 
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located at Shappanack where the Alexander Rosenkrans tract of 900 acres 
is situated, and the “Ennis & County” tract is located, adjoining it where 
the Nevill tract lies. Among the family papers of Colonel John Rosenkrans 
in the possession of the writer, is a deed from several parties in Rochester 
to John Rosenkrans, of Walpack, for a three-fourths interest in land in 
Ulster County, the deed of which is dated October 22, 1766, in the “sixth 
year of the reign of King George the 3rd.” This land is on the Rondout, 
adjoining lands of Jacob DeWitt and John DeWitt, and is signed by Petrus 
Thool and Antje, his wife, M. Fisher and Elizabeth, his wife; Jacob G. Louw 
and Catharie Louw, Tennis Oosterhout, Johanna Oosterhout and Jacob 
Oosterhout. On the red wax seals opposite these names may yet be seen 
standing out boldly the red lion of England, the symbol of progressiveness 
and power and with England the monarch of the sea.
The deed for twenty acres of meadow land from Harmen to Colonel John, 
spoken of concerning Harmen [012], begins thus: “This indenture made 
the first day of July, 1729, in the ninth year of the reign of our Sovereign 
Lord George the 3rd, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith,” etc. Besides these lands in Sussex 
County and Ulster, Colonel John Rosenkrans owned two tracts, or farms, 
amounting to 275 acres, in Northampton County, Pennsylvania, situated 
between Shappanack and Dingman’s Choice, one of which tracts he received 
by “patent” and the other by purchase from the heirs of William Penn. He 
was one of the leading men of the Delaware Valley and of the County — 
the earliest settlers of the County having located on the Delaware, among 
whom were some able men. Colonel Abraham VanCampen, Colonel John 
Cleves Symmes, and Colonel John Rosenkrans were successively Colonels 
of the Delaware Valley. Abraham VanCampen was Colonel and engaged in 
checking the depredations of the Indians, 1755. John Cleves Symmes was 
Commissioned Colonel at the beginning of the Revolution, and Captain 
John Rosenkrans was appointed Colonel when Colonel Symmes resigned 
for the Judgeship, May 23, 1777. Colonel John in his time served as 
Freeholder, Justice of the Peace, Committeeman of Safety before the war; 
as Captain at its beginning, and as Colonel from 1777 to its close.
He was also an active Christian; an Elder of the Reformed Dutch Church, 
and gave the grounds for the burial place and the church erected on his farm. 
The church was built of logs, octagonal in form and erected about 1770. 
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Among the early burials there was the wife of Colonel John Cleves Symmes; 
the mother-in-law of President William Henry Harrison, buried 1776. Her 
grave is on the brow of the hill near the road, and on her headstone still 
standing there is the following inscription: In remembrance of Mrs. Anna 
Symmes, who was born October 1741; married to The Honorable Jno. 
[Sic] C. Symmes, 30th October, 1760, and died 25th July, 1776, leaving 
two daughters, Maria and Anna.” Anna married William Henry Harrison, 
in Ohio, and was buried at North Bend, Ohio. Her father was buried there 
also February 1814. Brief records as soldiers are given of Colonel John 
Rosenkrans and his sons Jacob, Alexander, and Benjamin in Adjutant 
General W.S. Stryker’s reports of the New Jersey soldiers of the Revolution 
and of the war of 1812, Benjamin having been in the latter. In “Everett & 
Peck’s History,” p. 64 is found the following: “Colonel John Rosenkrans 
and Major Samuel Westbrook were also actively engaged during the war. 
Colonel Rosenkrans accompanied General Sullivan in his campaign 
against the Indians of the upper Susquehanna and Genesee Valley in 1779. 
General Maxwell also commanded a brigade in the memorable campaign. 
One battalion of Colonel Rosenkrans’ regiment was led by Major Samuel 
Westbrookagainst a party of Indians, April 19, 1780. In this action Captain 
Peter Westbrook was killed.”
Colonel John kept slaves on his farm, as did Isaac VanCampen on the 
adjoining property, and made a will, 1756, now in the writer’s possession, 
which never went to probate, containing the following items: He bequeathed 
to his “beloved wife Margaret “the choice of his “winches,” and to his eldest 
son John, as a “birthright gift,” his “shooting-gun.” In his last will, 1786, 
recorded at the close of this biography, Colonel John bequeathed to his 
eldest son John his “negro boy Cuff.” The VanCampens, Isaac and his son 
Abraham succeeded the Rosenkranses in the possession of the Shappanack 
farms, and they were succeeded by the DeWitt’s, who also kept slaves.
The following is copied from “Everett & Peck’s History of Sussex,” p. 321 
concerning a slave on the Shappanack farm: “The DeWitt’s had many slaves 
and among them was an interesting old servant called ‘ Caesar’--Caesar 
Soults was his name. New Jersey abolished slavery (by an act passed) 
April 18, 1846. By the census of 1850 there was but one slave in Sussex 
County; this was Caesar Soults. He had refused to accept his freedom, 
clinging to his old home, and associations, and choosing to remain for 
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the rest of his life upon the farm. The DeWitts had been kind to their 
slaves. Some two or three years before the death of Caesar, Peter DeWitt, 
now of Somerville, New Jersey, kindly provided for the faithful old servant 
by hiring his board in a respectable colored family of the neighborhood, 
that of Absolam Raymer, where he spent the remainder of his days, being 
frequently visited and kindly cared for by Peter DeWitt. He died March 11, 
1860. As with colored people generally, his age was not certainly known. 
Mr. Dewitt says, “I was never able to learn the correct date of his birth. My 
grandfather used to say that when he was a young married man and just 
beginning to farm, Caesar was a boy old enough to plow, and from that 
circumstance I judge he was in the neighborhood of one hundred years old 
when he died.”
The writer knew all of the above parties, except the “grandfather.” and was 
thirty years of age when Caesar died — the last slave of Sussex County, and 
perhaps of the State. Colonel John made his last will May 1st, 1786, and 
died June 15th following. Of Margaret’s death we have no record, though 
she was living at the time his will was made. No lettered monument points 
out the place of their burial, but it is probably near that of Mrs. Anna 
Symmes on the hill top of the Shappanack burial ground. Colonel John 
Rosenkrans had fourteen children: John, Jacob, Orianna, Orianna 2nd, 
Alexander, Catharine, Charick DeWitt, Elijah, Levi, Joseph, Benjamin, 
Simeon, Simeon 2nd and Polly.

Will Of Colonel John Rosenkrans,
From a certified copy made at Trenton by Secretary of State Henry C. 
Kelsey, 1893.
In the name of God Amen I John Rosekrans of Wallpack Township Sussex 
County and State of New Jersey Yeo: being weak in Body but of sound 
Memory and understanding blessed be God, do therefore make and ordain 
this my last will and Testament and principally and first of all I Commit 
my Body to the Earth from whence it Came, to be Buried after a Christian 
like and Decent manner at the discretion of my Executors herein after 
mentioned, and my Soul to God who gave it, nothing doubting but at the 
General Resurrection and day of Judgment I shall again receive the same 
by the mighty power of Jesus Christ my most Merciful and Blessed Savior 

67

The Third Generation



and Redeemer who I trust will graciously pardon my sins and receive my 
never dying Soul in Mercy, Amen.
And as touching my worldly Estate wherewith it hath pleased God to bless 
me in this present life I Give devise and dispose of the same in manner & 
form following viz. First it is my will and I do order that all my Just Debts 
and funeral Charges be fully paid and satisfied by my Executors Imprs1. 
I Give and Bequeath unto my Dearly beloved wife Margaret Rosekrans 
the Command and disposal of all my Estate Real and Personal until my 
Youngest son Simeon Rosekrans is arrived at the age of. Twenty one Years 
Together with her Choice and Election of the best Room in Any of my 
Dwelling houses either in Jersey or Pennsylvania, her Choice of all the 
Beds and Bedding belonging to me, her Choice of the Household furniture 
as much as she shall think Necessary with Comfort and Sustenance of Life. 
Two Good Milks Cows well-kept for her proper use and Benefit summer and 
Winter, and after her Resigning her power & authority herein mentioned 
and Granted,--when my said youngest son Simeon is of full Age Then it is 
my will and positive order that my Executors hereinafter named shall pay 
or Cause to be paid to her yearly and every Year during her natural Life 
the sum of Thirty pounds Proem2. Money as her Dowrey and at her own 
disposal to which she will at her Death.
Item unto my first born son John Rosekrans I Give devise and Bequeath 
unto him my Negroe boy named Cuff as his Birthright over and Above 
his Equal share with the rest of my sons. Item unto my Eldest Daughter 
Ariantie the wife of Abraham VanCampen I Give devise and Bequeth unto 
her and the heirs of her Body Lawfully begotten the Just and full sum of 
one hundred and fifty pounds Proem. Money to be paid to her in three 
Years after my sd. youngest son Simeon is Twenty one Years of Age in three 
-sundry payments, that is to say fifty pounds yearly until paid. Item I Give 
devise and Bequeath unto my Second daughter now Cathrine Woodard the 
Just and full sum of one Hundred and fifty pounds proem. Money to be 
paid to her or the Lawful heirs of her Body in manner as above said to her 

1 ED: “Imprs” appears to be a legal term in use at the time of Colonel John Rosenkrans’ death. I was 
unable to find it on the Internet in 2012.

2 ED: “Proem” is another apparently archaic legal term.
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Sister Ariantie together with as Good an offset as her Sister Ariantie had 
at her marriage. Item unto my Youngest Daughter Maria Rosekrans I Give 
devise and Bequeath unto her and her heirs the Sum of One Hundred and 
fifty pounds Proem. Money to be paid to her as soon as my said youngest 
son Simeon is arrived at full age; together with a marriage offset equal to 
my daughter Ariantie.
It is also my will and I do order that if it should please the Lord to Remove 
any of these my three Daughters by Death that the portion or share of 
the Decedent be Equally Divided among those of my Daughters who shall 
survive and the Remainder of my Estate (Movables only Excepted) I Give 
Devise and Bequeath unto my sons and to their Heirs forever in fee Simple 
to be Equally divided amongst them share and share alike from the Eldest 
to the Youngest without Exception or partiality of any kind viz. John 
Rosekrans, Jacob Rosekrans, Alexander Rosekrans, Cherrick Rosekrans, 
Elijah Rosekrans, Levi Rosekrans, Joseph Rosekrans, Benjamin Rosekrans 
& Simeon Rosekrans.
And if it should please the Lord to Remove one or more of these my sons 
by death, then it is my will and positive orders that his or their portion or 
share so Dying without issue be equally divided amongst the rest of my 
sons who shall survive them. And as soon as any of my sons who are yet 
single if they or Any of them should Change their present State of Life by 
a Decent Lawful Marriage, It is my will and positive orders that he or they 
so Marrying be fitted out with Necessary farmers Utensils such as plough 
Harrow &c. Equal with my sons who are Married and for my Moveable 
Estate living and Dead, within Doors and without, it is also my will and 
positive orders that the same shall be Equally Divided amongst all my 
Children sons and Daughters share and share alike Immediately after my 
son Simeon is Arrived at full age of Twenty one Years.
It is likewise my will and positive orders that my eldest son John Rosekrans 
now living on the Flatbrook shall live and Remain in peaceable and quiet 
possession of the Land and premises he now lives on until my son Simeon 
aforesaid is of full age, he paying yearly & every Year the sum of Ten 
pounds Procm. Money to be laid up in store in the Hands of my beloved 
wife Margaret and she and my sons on Shappanack to lay up fifteen Yearly 
as aforesaid. It is also my Will & positive orders that my sons Jacob and 
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Alexander Rosekrans now living in the State of Pennsylvania do live and 
Remain in the peaceable and Quiet possession of all and singular my 
Lands and premises now Occupyed by them they and each of them paying 
Yearly and every Year the Just and full sum of Eight pounds Procm. Money 
into the Hands of their mother until my son Simeon is of the full age of 
Twenty one Years, at which time it is my will and positive orders that the 
Remainder of my Estate both Real and Personal in the State of New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania be Equally divided amongst my sons as aforesaid, share 
and share alike to them and their Heirs forever in fee simple.
And in this my last will and Testament I do hereby nominate Constitute 
and Appoint my well beloved sons, John Rosekrans, Jacob Rosekrans, 
Alexander Rosekrans, Cherrick Rosekrans and Elijah Rosekrans my 
Executors. Giving and Granting to them my sole power and Authority in all 
and everything Relating to or belonging to my Estate, willing and ordering 
that all and everything Contained mentioned or meent herein According to 
the true Intent Meaning & purport of the same, publishing pronouncing 
and declaring this and no other to be my last will and Testament under my 
hand and seal this first day of May A.D. 1786.

JOHN ROSENKRANS (L S)
Entry never assigned [017]

Hendrick Rosenkrans [007] and Annatje Vredenburg had seven 
children, and by Antje Dulleva he had two children. 

Apollonia Rosenkrans [018]
Apollonia Rosenkrans, daughter of Hendrick [007] was baptized according 
to the Kingston church records, December 22, 1700, and died young.
Herman Rosenkrans [019]
Herman Rosenkrans was baptized October 29, 1699, and also died young.
William Rosenkrans [020]
William Rosenkrans, son of Hendrick [007] was baptized in Ulster County, 
December 22, 1700. He was married and probably went northward in 
eastern New York.
Herman Rosenkrans, 2nd [021]
Herman Rosenkrans, 2nd was baptized April 19, 1702, and died young.
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Herman Rosenkrans, 3rd [022]
Herman Rosenkrans, 3rd was baptized in Ulster County, September 3, 
1704. He married November 28, 1735, Antje Schoonmaker and probably 
went to another county in eastern New York.
Hendricus, Or Hendrick, Rosenkrans [023]
Hendricus, Or Hendrick, Rosenkrans, son of Hendrick [007] was baptized 
in Ulster County, October 20, 1706, and married December 15, 1728, 
Maria DePue, of Rochester. He also probably went northward.
Johannis Rosenkrans [024]
Johannis Rosenkrans, son of Hendrick [007], was baptized September 18, 
1709, and married 1743, Zora Schoonmaker, of Rochester. They probably 
removed to northeastern New York.
Alexander Rosenkrans [025]
Alexander Rosenkrans, baptized August 10, 1712, disappeared from the 
records.
Isaac Rosenkrans [026]
Isaac Rosenkrans, born about 1715, also disappeared from the records.

Dirk Rosenkrans [009] and Wintje Kierstede had six children. 

Herman Rosenkrans [027]
Herman Rosenkrans, son of Dirk [009], was born in Rochester, Ulster 
County, and baptized March 28, 1703. He was reared to farming, and 
married Arreantie Oosterhout April 29, 1725. Arreantie baptized September 
29, 1706, in Rochester, was a daughter of Tennis, the son of Jan Jansen 
VanOosterhout. As his name signifies, he was Jan, the son of Jan, from 
Oosterhout, which is said to be a market town in the Province of North 
Brabant, Holland, near Breda. This name, like many others of the early 
settlers, was derived from the place whence he came, and from it “Van” has 
been dropped. Herman Rosenkrans, who married Arreantie Oosterhout, 
lived in Rochester till after the baptism of three of his children, when he 
came to the Delaware Valley, and settled at “Teesacht,” now Rosetown, 
Pike County, Pennsylvania, a short distance below Port Jervis. He settled 
there as early as 1736, as the church records show that while living there, 
May 18, 1736, his daughter Arreantie was baptized at Minisink. He was 
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the first Rosenkrans known to settle in Pennsylvania, on the west side of 
the Delaware. Herman Rosenkrans had six children: Dirk, Catrina, Petrus, 
Arreantie, Jacobus and Benjamin.
Jacobus Rosenkrans [028]
Jacobus Rosenkrans, second son of Dirk [009], was baptized in Rochester 
March 17, 1706, and married “Sara Dekker” about 1728. She was probably a 
granddaughter of the emigrant of the Decker family, Jan Gerretsen Decker, 
from Heerden Gelderland, Holland, who married in New York, Grietjen 
Hendrick Westercamp, 1664. He had sons, Hermanus and Hendrick, and 
perhaps others, but we have found only the family of Hendrick. Jacobus 
Rosenkrans’ wife Sara probably died about 1746, as he was received 
into the church at Machackemech (Port Jervis) September 18, 1746, and 
as a widower married Catharine Cole, January 13, 1748., The church 
records show that December 29, 1764, he had charge of certain church 
property kept in a “chest.” As he was the first Rosenkrans settler near the 
Delaware, in New York, so his sons and grandsons were the first settlers 
in the Wyoming Valley, Pennsylvania, and in Delaware County, Ohio. His 
son Daniel purchased, in Pennsylvania, about 1767, and his son John 
purchased in Ohio, 1810. He has many descendants in Pennsylvania and 
Ohio and states to the westward. He had seven children: Helena, Blandina, 
Daniel, Gertje, and Johannis by his first wife, and Alida and Saloman by 
his second
Helena Rosenkrans [029]
Helena Rosenkrans, daughter of Dirk [009], was baptized in Ulster County, 
June 20, 1708, and married Albert Oosterhout.
Sara Rosenkrans [030]
Sara Rosenkrans, daughter of Dirk [009] baptized in Rochester, February, 
1711; married Arie (Aaron) VanVredenburg about 1737. He was the son of 
Willem, son of the emigrant Willem Isaacsen VanVredenburg, from Holland. 
He is said to have been the first of the Fradenburg family to settle in the 
Minisink region. He first located in the town of Westfall, Pennsylvania, 
where his daughter, Blandina was born, being baptized at Port Jervis, 
May 1738. From there he moved to Shippekonk, near the “smooth rocks,” 
in Montague Township, New Jersey. He and his wife Sara were taken into 
the Port Jervis Church, March 27, 1757, and he was made an elder. He is 
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known to have lived in the stone dwelling, once standing on the eastern 
side of the river road at the junction of that road and the one running to 
the mountain below the “smooth rocks,” and which is supposed to have 
been built prior to the French and Indian wars, and then used as a fort. 
His children, baptized after his coming to Shippekonk, were Blandina, 
baptized Mar 30, 1738; Lydia, baptized December 6, 1743; Catharine, 
baptized June 30, 1745; Lydia 2nd, November 25, 1776, and Wilhelmas.
Blandina married Daniel Decker, of Port Jervis, who settled at Lower 
Walpack, where his grandson Daniel D. Decker subsequently had the ferry 
at the bend of the river. He was the father of Aaron Decker, whose widow, 
Jane Brokaw, became the second wife of Major Benjamin Rosenkrans 
[047], and whose daughter, Mrs. Amanda Kintner, widow of Peter Kintner, 
and mother of Anson R., of Sandyston, and Martin Kintner, of Newton; is 
still living at the advanced age of 88 years. Lydia Fradenburg died young 
and Catharine disappeared. Wilhelmus married Elizabeth VanGarden, 
Sept 16, 1758, and lived in the stone house of his father. His son Aaron, 
a noted historian, afterward lived in the same house. This Fradenburg 
stone house, which had withstood the blasts of a hundred years and more, 
crumbled and fell to pieces during the sixties and seventies, and has now 
disappeared. One of its last occupants was a man named Storms, called 
“Old Storms,” who constantly stormed the whiskey jug, and often carried 
it captive through the streets of Port Jervis, where the writer saw him 
during 1850-51, and a more whisky-marked face than his is seldom seen. 
Storms is long since departed and gone to his final account, and thousands 
upon thousands of drunkards have followed him, and yet the drunkards 
are still numerous and will be, as long as whiskey is sold as a beverage. 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.”
Lydia Rosenkrans [031]
Lydia Rosenkrans, daughter of Dirk [009], was baptized in Ulster County, 
New York, May 3, 1713, and married Jochem Schoonmaker, whose family 
is unknown.
Antjen Rosenkrans [032]
Antjen Rosenkrans, youngest child of Dirk, was baptized April 29, 1716, 
and married Alexander VanWinkle, of Ulster County, New York, whose 
record is untraced.
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The Fourth Generation
Harmen Rosekrans [012] and Anna Stout had four children.

Alexander Rosenkrans [033]
Alexander Rosenkrans, son of Harmen [012] was born in Walpack, 1744. 
Catharine Rosenkrans [034]
Catharine Rosenkrans, 1748;
Anna Rosenkrans [035]
Anna Rosenkrans, 1750 and
Joseph Rosenkrans [036]
Joseph Rosenkrans, 1753. Since which time nothing is known of them. 

Colonel John Rosenkrans [016] and Margaret DeWitt had fourteen 
children.

John Rosenkrans [037]
John Rosenkrans, eldest son of Colonel John, was born at Shappanack, 
Walpack, New Jersey, July 6 1752. He was a farmer and married Elizabeth 
VanNest, about 1777. She was probably a daughter of Isaac VanNest, of 
Walpack Center, mentioned in the deed of Harmen Rosekrans to Colonel 
John, 1769. John lived on the Flatbrook farm of the Nevill tract, recently 
known as the Timothy E. Shay farm, on which he lived when his father died, 
1786. In the division of his father’s lands, 1797, he retained the farm, and 
died there. John, Jacob and Alexander, acted as Executors of their father’s 
estate, and by the Will, as noticed elsewhere, John received the Negro boy 
“Cuff” as a birthright gift. In 1800, he purchased of Gertrude Parker 78 
acres of land adjoining his own farm, and, 1809, sold 81 acres to his son 
Isaac, who by his wife inherited a portion of the Brink farm adjoining. In 
1822, John sold his farm of 235 acres to his son Asa, and being seventy 
years of age, retired from active life, and he and his wife lived with Asa 
On the farm. In 1827 he was still living, as we learn from the will of his 
daughter Catharine. Mrs. Jennie R. Hawes [154], of Elgin, Ill. daughter of 
Asa, says that her parents both died on the farm prior to her father leaving 
it, 1833. Their burial place is not positively known to the writer, but was 
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undoubtedly at the Shappanack burial ground. John had eight children 
John, Isaac, Alexander, Asa, Lucy, Elijah, Catharine and Garrett. 
Captain Jacob Rosencrans [038]
Captain Jacob Rosencrans, second son of Colonel John, was born April 29, 
1754. Like his father, he was a soldier of the Revolution and served during 
most of the war. According to Adjutant Strykers report pp. 36 and 87, 
Jacob was Captain of Company 8, 3rd Battalion, New Jersey Volunteers, 
and resigned November 29, 1776. In 1777 he had re-entered the army and 
was second lieutenant in Captain Manuel Hovers County, third Battalion 
and promoted 1781. According to an act of the Continental Congress an 
additional Company was raised in Sussex county 1781, and its officers 
appointed were James Bunnell, Captain; Jacob Rosencrans, Lieutenant, 
and. John Willing, Ensign. (pp. 328 and 431). After his father’s death, 1786, 
Captain Jacob as an Executor with his brothers, John and Alexander, 
signed a receipt still in the hands of George E. Rosenkrans [199], which 
read as follows: “We do hereby certify that the sum of sixteen pounds due 
from Elijah Rosenkranse for rent on the plantation in Pennsylvania hath 
been charged and paid by Alexander Rosenkranse.

John Rosenkrans, 
Jacob Rosecrans. 

As we learn from Colonel Johns will this payment was the annual rent for 
the, two farms in Pennsylvania, then in possession of Elijah. The receipt 
has no date to it, but must have been given between 1786 and 1795, the 
dates of Colonel John’s death and the sale of the lands. In this receipt 
Jacob spells his name Rosecrans, but in his last signature found in his 
letter of 1818 and elsewhere it is written Rosencrans. In the county records 
Jacob appears as a Freeholder from Walpack 1788-95. In the division of 
his father’s lands, 1797, Jacob and Simeon received 318 acres, including 
the homestead and church grounds which they sold the same year to 
their uncle, Nicholas Depue, of Pennsylvania, for £2,100, He was then 
unmarried, as we discover from his signature in the deed which stands 
alone. In a letter to his brother Levi, from Ohio, 1818, we have the first 
record of his being married, and having children, and that is the last record 
we have of him. This letter and the above receipt with a bill of sale of a 
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Negro boy, “Tom,” to Levi were photographed and sent to me by O.L.R., 
[190], of Chicago, and the originals in possession of George E.R [199] of 
Hammondsport, were also furnished by his sister, Mrs. A.E. White.
Jacobs Letter:
State of Ohio, Hamilton, 
November 22, 1818. 
Dear Brother:
I once more take my pen in hand to write you a few lines as I have heard 
nothing from any of you since Benjamin VanGorden came, who brought me 
some letters along, the best one I think from you. I expect you have heard 
of the death of Elizabeth. She departed this life the 22nd of last January. 
I sent a letter sometime after to Abraham VanCampen, but have received 
no answer, whether he received it or not I cannot tell. Children and I who 
live here are generally in health. The season has been very healthy. Robert 
or Cyrus I have not heard from since sometime in June. They live near 
Urbana, near one hundred miles from where I am now making my home, 
and expect to continue until next spring. I live with Poly, about six miles 
below Hamilton, near the Great Miami, about twelve miles from where I 
did live, and from where B.V. lives, at Princetown. I received a letter from 
our brother Elijah lately, who still appears to have a desire to move to this 
country, and desired my opinion on the propriety. I just finished a letter 
to him on the subject — advised him to move to this place with his family 
so as to be ready to buy lands at government price for his sons on White 
River, or on the Wabash, a tract of country bought from the Indians at the 
late treaty held in October last, and will not be sold under three years, as 
the Indians are not to give up until then. It is only sixty or seventy miles 
from this place to the northwest, a good climate for people from your part 
of the country. 
If you were disposed for coming to this country, if half a dozen of your 
neighbors were to sell out and form a company you might make a fortune 
for your children after you, but I would not advise people that are old and 
well off to quit their homes if they are contented where they are. I send by 
this packet a letter to William Martin who will spend the winter at Mount 
Bethel, where he is married, direction to pay you on sister Poly note one 
hundred and ten dollars, money that I advanced for him when he left us 
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here. The balance I shall make arrangement to pay the winter or spring 
following. Write me a letter. Let me know how Poly is, and with whom she 
now lives, and which of the brothers have paid, however she may need 
the money when she grows old more than she does at present. Give my 
compliments to your wife, to William and the rest of our family, and to 
our connection in general. Salute Isaac VanCampen. Tell him the morning 
of life with him and me are past — the evening shades appear. May God 
Almighty take you all into his holy care and keeping, and conduct us safe 
through this world of sorrow and trouble. Farewell. 

Jacob Rosencrans. 

Robert and Cyrus were probably his sons, while the names of his other 
children are unknown. William was the son of his brother Levi, and Isaac 
VanCampen was his cousin, son of Isaac VanCampen, deceased. From 
this letter we learn that his wife’s name was Elizabeth, and that, like. 
Jacob of old, he trusted in the Lord. 
Orianna Rosenkrans [039]
Orianna Rosenkrans, born December 25, 1755, died ininfancy. 
Orianna Rosenkrans, 2nd [040]
Orianna Rosenkrans, 2nd, daughter of Colonel John, was born September 
19, 1757, and married Abraham VanCampen, son of Isaac, whose record 
has been partially given. We have found no date of her marriage or of the 
births of her children, but the names of those living are mentioned in 
their grandfather’s will, 1801. January 15, 1797, Abraham VanCampen, 
husband of Orianna, purchased of his father 111 acres of land below the 
Shappanack tract, which the latter had purchased of J. Stout, adjoining 
lands of Cornelius Ennis, on the Delaware. May 2, 1808, Abraham 
purchased of the heirs of Nicholas Depue 318 acres of land, including the 
homestead, of the upper farm received from Jacob and Simeon. For this 
property he paid £2,100. (Liber 7 p. 4.) May 23, 1809, he as an Executor of 
his father Isaac, with the other heirs, his brother Isaac and his daughter 
Catharine, sold his father’s farm of 364 acres, to Henry DeWitt, Jr., of 
Kingston (Book S. pp. 4 & 405.] October 13, 1809, Abraham and his 
wife Rowena, sold 100 acres of the Shappanack farm to their daughter 
Catharine, wife of John I. Rosenkrans, and soon after sold the remainder 
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of the farm to Henry DeWitt, Jr., who subsequently purchased the 100 
acres of John I. Rosenkrans and wife, and thus became the owner of the 
two Shappanack farms, the original Alexander Rosenkrans tract of 962 
acres, including the 62 acres thrown in for public roads, etc. These farms 
he sold to his son John H. DeWitt, father of Peter, and now of Somerville, 
New Jersey, who subsequently owned and occupied them. Of the deaths 
of Abraham and Rowena [also written Orianna and Arreantie] we have no 
record. Their children were Catharine, wife of John I. Rosenkrans; Abram, 
Mary and Lanai, the three latter, according to the will of their grandfather 
Isaac VanCampen, were “impotent,” and especially provided for in his will.
Alexander Rosenkrans [041]
Alexander Rosenkrans, third son of Colonel John was born in Walpack, 
New Jersey, January 26, 1759. He was also a soldier of the Revolution, as 
we learn from Adjutant Stryker’s report, p. 378, and from Everett & Pecks 
History of Sussex. As an executor of his father’s’ estate, his name appears 
on the receipt spoken of concerning Jacob, and again with Charick and 
Elijah in the quit claim given to their brothers, 1793. We have found no 
record of Alexander’s marriage, but from these land records we learn that 
he was married between 1793 and 1795 as his wife Mary signed the deed 
with him the first time 1795. From the Raritan church records, Somerset 
Co, where he lived 1795, we learn that his wife’s name was Mary Mortman. 
Alexander Rosenkrans and Mary Mortman, his wife, had children baptized 
there as follows: Anson Peter, baptized March 3, 1795; Catharine VanNest, 
March 4th, 1798, and Ann, July 6, 1800. Alexander had purchased a 
farm of 152 acres at Bridgewater, on which he lived and which he sold to 
R. Blair, April 1, 1801. [Book H. p. 634.] Since this sale by Alexander no 
public record has been found of him or his family, though much sought 
after in central New York, where Charick lived 1795, and where Joseph 
had gone still earlier, However Selim B.R. [193] reports that Alexander 
after leaving New Jersey settled near Havana, Schuyler County, New York, 
and died there. He says in a letter, March 10, 1897, that prior to 1849, he 
with his parents of Hammondsport, visited Alexander’s family in Schuyler 
County, three miles north of Havana; that his daughter “Caty “married a 
Mr. Voorhees, whom they also visited near there, and that Caty Voorhees 
had a son John, who subsequently taught school in Hammondsport. He 
further says that Voorhees afterward went and settled near Beaver Dam, 
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Dodge County, Wis., where he visited them in the fall of 49, and that John 
Voorhees was subsequently killed by a “yoke of cattle. “As Alexander’s 
daughter Catharine married a Voorhees in central New York and went to 
Wisconsin, her brother and sister probably went there also as we have no 
further account of them. 
Catharine Rosenkrans [042]
Catharine Rosenkrans, third daughter of Colonel John, was born February 
25, 1761, and from her father’s will, 1786, we learn that she was then 
a widow Woodard. She afterward married John Pelton, perhaps prior to 
1793, as at that date his name appears as a witness on the quit claim deed 
given by Alexander, Charick and Elijah to their brothers. In 1796, John 
Pelton and Catharine sold land in Hopewell, New Jersey, and subsequently 
settled in Newark, where he died after the birth and baptism of several 
children, among whom were Robert, John, and Elijah Rosenkrans Pelton, 
baptized April 10, 1800. Elijah R. married a Freeman, of Branchville, New 
Jersey, and 1819-21 was in the coal business in New York, where Catharine 
Pelton, then a widow, also lived, as we learn from the city directories of 
those dates. Report says that she afterward married Mr. Silver, and went to 
Staten Island. These latter facts we have learned from Mr. J.M. Pelton, New 
York, and genealogist of the Pelton family, for whom the writer furnished 
an account of Catharine Rosenkrans ancestors. 
Charick Dewitt Rosenkrans [043]
Charick Dewitt Rosenkrans, son of Colonel John, was baptized 
November 26, 1764, and according to the church record married March 
2, 1788, Catrina VanGarden, probably of Walpack, as the VanGardens 
then lived there. Charick, in company with his brothers, Alexander and 
Elijah, received the Pennsylvania lands left by their father, the last of which 
they sold 1795. Charick probably lost his wife prior to this, and married 
again, as in the land sale his wifes name appears as Sarah. He was then 
living in Tioga, County, New York, and is the first of the Rosenkrans name 
found to have settled in central New York, the future home of many of the 
family. His family has not been found in New York, but he probably lived 
in the vicinity of Havana, where Alexander subsequently settled, and when 
Alexander’s family went to Wisconsin, he with his family went there also. 
That he was afterward living there is confirmed by Selim B. Rosenkrans, 
of Webster City, Iowa, who says in a letter, 1893 that “several years ago I 
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received a letter from a lady, if I recollect right, at Delivan, Wisconsin, who 
informed me that she was living with her father Charick Rosenkrans, a 
very old man. I think she informed me who he was, but it has passed from 
my recollection. We corresponded for some time. I afterwards heard some 
particulars of the family from a family who moved here from there” As 
this Charick Rosenkrans was a very old man, he was probably the son of 
Colonel John, born 1764, as we know of no other Charick who could have 
lived there as an old man at such a time. 
Dr. Elijah Rosegrant [044]
Dr. Elijah Rosegrant, son of Colonel John Rosenkrans, was born in Walpack, 
New Jersey, August 28, 1776. At the first division of his father’s lands, 
1793, he and Alexander and Charick quit claimed to their brothers the 
lands in New Jersey, and, as elsewhere stated, received for themselves the 
275 acres in Pennsylvania, the last of which they sold in 1795. Dr. Elijah 
continued his residence in Walpack during these times and immediately 
before the sale of the lands had charge over them, paying the rent to the 
three executors, as seen in the receipt mentioned concerning Jacob [038]. 
As the other two brothers had married and moved away, one to Somerset 
County, New Jersey, and the other to Tioga County, New York, he probably 
brought about the sale of the lands, but was meanwhile pursuing his 
studies at home or elsewhere, in attaining the literary position which he 
afterwards occupied as a college graduate, clergyman, and physician. 
He graduated from Rutgers college 1791. The record there says he was 
“Elijah Rosenkrantz R.D. Clergyman, Paramus, New Jersey” He was the 
first Rosenkrans known to have graduated in this country. August 11, 
1794, he received from Peter Studdiford a certificate that he had studied 
theology with him sixteen months and, October 3, 1794, received from the 
Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church of America a license declaring that 
he was qualified and authorized to preach as a candidate of that church. 
September 13, 1799, he received from two physicians, Moses Scott and 
Charles Smith, a certificate declaring that he was qualified to practice 
as a physician and surgeon, and October 1, 1799, he received from two 
judges of the Supreme Court, Alexander Kirkpatrick and Elisha Bondinot, 
a license to practice as a physician and surgeon in the State of New Jersey. 
These documents are in the possession of his grandson, W.D. Rosencrantz, 
of Hohokus, New Jersey
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About the year 1800, Dr. Elijah RoseGrant, as he seems to have written 
his name since that date, settled at Hohokus and commenced the practice 
of his profession. Another document in the hands of W.D.R. [176], dated 
December 26, 1803, shows that Dr. Elijah was appointed by Major W.M. 
Bell Surgeons Mate of the 2nd Reg. of Bergen County Brigade of Militia, 
which appointment was confirmed by Governor Joseph Bloomfield, Captain 
General of the State Militia.  He, as the records show, purchased, 1804, 
the ancient stone residence at Hohokus called the “Hermitage,” previously 
owned by “Madam Provost,” who was there courted and married by Aaron 
Burr. The Doctor purchased the property the same year that Hamilton and 
Burr fought a duel at Weehawken, on the Hudson, in which the former was 
killed. June 14, 1807, Doctor Elijah married Cornelia Suffern, daughter 
of John Suffern, and took up his residence at the “Hermitage.” In 1808 
the names of Elijah RoseGrant and Cornelia RoseGrant were signed as 
witnesses to the sale of a Negro boy to his brother Levi, of which purchase 
a bill of sale is recorded in connection with Levis name. This is the first 
instance found where he wrote his name in this manner. His name and 
that of his wife also appear in the Tioga County records as purchasers of 
some real estate of her father, John Suffern, of Rockland County, New 
York, June 4, 1828, and again in the sale of the same land to Isaac Carter, 
Jr., February 1, 1830. Dr. Elijah died at Hohokus August 29, 1832, and 
Cornelia his wife died April 30, 1859. Their children were John, George 
Suffern, Elijah, and Andrew. 
Levi Rosenkrans [045]
Levi Rosenkrans, son of Colonel John, was born in Walpack, New Jersey, 
April 23, 1768. In the division of his father’s lands he and Benjamin received 
671 acres, mostly of the Nevill tract, on the northeast, which, in 1800 they 
divided, Benjamin taking his portion on the extreme northeast, while Levis 
was situated between that and the Shappanack tract, and extended from 
the Delaware over the ridge to beyond Flatbrook, but he must have added 
to his tract later as he afterwards sold about 560 acres. In 1801 he sold to 
Andrew Snable a farm of 175 acres, on Flatbrook, now owned by Isaac S. 
Rundle. Levis house was a frame building, well known by the writer, of fair 
appearance with a porch along the entire front, facing the road southeast. 
It stood on a plateau about six or seven rods west of the Samuel Sheets 
building, now standing on the premises. Levi married Polly Hankinson, 
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of Stillwater, 1797, and there on the Delaware within one fourth of a 
mile of my grandfather Benjamin’s house, he reared his six sons. He was 
a farmer, business man and school teacher, having taught at Walpack 
Centre two miles south of his home, near Flatbrook, where his son William 
afterwards taught. In 1827, he acted as Executor of the estate of Catharine 
Rosenkrans, daughter of his brother John. In 1808, he purchased a slave 
boy called “Tom,” perhaps in Bergen County, as his brother Elijah and wife 
who lived there were witnesses to the purchase of the slave, but whether 
“Tom” was most useful in scaring away the Indians, or in hoeing the corn 
on the sandy river flats, or what became of him we have never learned. The 
following is the bill of sale of the negro boy “Tom” to Levi: “Know all men by 
these Presents, that I, Henry VanEmburghs in consideration of the sum of 
two hundred and fifty dollars to me in hand paid by Levi Rosenkrans, of the 
County of Sussex, in the State of New Jersey, the receipt whereof I do hereby 
acknowledge, have granted, bargained and sold, and by these presents 
do grant, bargain and sell unto the said Levi Rosenkrans a certain negro 
boy named Tom about sixteen years of age, to have and to hold the said 
negro boy to the said Levi Rosenkrans, his executors and administrators 
and assigns forever and I, the said Henry Van Emburghs, do for myself, 
my heirs, executors and administrators covenant and agree with the said 
Levi Rosenkrans, his executors, administrators and assigns, to have and 
to hold the said negro boy to the said Levi Rosenkrans, his executors, 
administrators and assigns, against the lawful claims and demands of 
all and every person and persons whatsoever. In witness whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand and seal this Fourteenth day of January, in the 
year of one thousand eight hundred and eight. Sealed and delivered in the 
presence of us.”

Elijah Rosegrant, 
Cornelia Rosegrant, 

Henry VanEmburghs.

As Levis brother Joseph and two sons, William and Aaron, had gone to 
Steuben County, New York, Levi sold out and went there also, selling four 
acres of land to Harry and Titus West, 1827; 105 acres to Henry Berk, 
1831 20 acres to Mrs. Cornelia DeWitt, 1832, and the balance of 150 acres 
to Henry Berk, May 10, 1832. When he left New Jersey he purchased a 
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farm near Wayland, where he lived for many years, but eventually sold his 
farm and moved to Hammondsport, near the residence of his son Aaron. 
A romantic story of Levis early courtship was told me by my grandfather, 
John Layton, Esq., about 1847 or 1848. Polly Hankinson, from across the 
Blue Ridge, had once visited at the house of John Layton’s father and he 
afterward visited her in return at her father’s house, when she related to 
him the following incident:
Sometime prior to this visit she had attended some public gathering on 
horseback. After starting for her home, a young man, also on horseback 
came riding up behind her with the apparent intention of approaching 
by her side, when deeming his action somewhat presumptuous she put 
spurs to her horse and left him in the distance to turn about or pursue 
his onward journey chagrined and alone. The young man on horseback 
was Levi Rosenkrans. After consideration, Polly concluded that she had 
been somewhat hasty in thus leaving him, and regretted having done so. 
John Layton, being a friend of both, tendered his services in the way of 
an apology, or explanation to Levi. Levi renewed his attentions with good 
success, and they were eventually married at Stillwater, as the church 
records show. The following record is found there: “Married at the home of 
her father, in Stillwater, Polly Hankinson to Levi Rosenkrans, of Walpack. 
“(Polly’s name is also found written Mary and Maria.)
Though not a church member, Levi was a practical Christian, I am told, 
and confessed the Savior at the family table. Mary, as usually called, is 
said to have been a motherly woman, a Christian, and a church worker. 
Levi became blind in his old age, and died in Hammondsport, 1844. About 
two years later Mary was married again to an old friend of her youthful 
days, and after whom she seems to have named one of her children, a Mr. 
Egbert then living near Ithaca, New York She went and lived there until his 
death, 1850, after which she returned to Steuben County and died at the 
home of her son William Rosenkrans, in Wayland, New York, 1868, aged 
eighty-nine years. The children of Levi Rosenkrans and Polly Hankinson 
were William, Aaron, Levi DeWitt, Cyrus Egbert, Joseph, and James.
Joseph Rosenkrans [046]
Joseph Rosenkrans, son of Colonel John and twin brother 
of Benjamin, was born in Walpack, New Jersey, December 31, 1770. He 
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married September 7, 1790, Jemima Emins, of Walpack, daughter of John 
Emins, baptized 1746. John was the son of Nicholas Emins, and Catrina 
Rosenkrans, sister to Colonel John. He settled on the Walpack Ridge, near 
Shappanack, 1754, and was undoubtedly the son of John Emins, who 
settled on the Delaware 1729. John Emins, the father-in-law of Joseph 
Rosenkrans, was one of the first to go from Sussex to Tioga County, New 
York, where he died prior to 1798. David Whittaker, a Yankee school 
teacher from Connecticut, as his grandson, Reverend D.W. Rosenkrans 
[181] informs me, married Lanah Emmaus, a sister to Jemima, and settled 
at Savona, Luzerne County, New York, as a merchant and lumber dealer, 
and Joseph went there also previous to 1798, as the land records show 
that October 29, 1798, Joseph sold to John Emmons, Jr., his interest in 
the estate of John Emmons, deceased, for “five shillings” (Book 2, p. 344.)
The date of Joseph Rosenkrans first purchase of land in Tioga County 
is not found in the records there, but may be recorded at Albany. His 
sales and purchases found there are as follows: He sold real estate to Ezra 
Smith, 1799; to Taylor & Barnes, 1804. He purchased of Taylor & Barnes, 
1805, and of Samuel Fountain 1808. June 10, 1810, Joseph was living at 
Elmira, and sold land to James and D. Gorden. Elmira was then in Tioga 
County, as Chemung, of which it is the shire town, was not taken from 
Tioga till 1836. July 20, 1811, Joseph was living in Owego, and sold his 
last real estate in the county to Wait Smith, prior to his removal to Steuben 
County, where he purchased, 1810, as the first Rosenkrans settler in 
Steuben County. His purchase there was from Nicholas Low, who sold also 
to Elijah Rosenkrans, son of John [037], 1817, and to one Jacob, perhaps 
the brother of Joseph, 1821. Joseph remained near Hammondsport till 
1827, when he purchased a farm at Avoca, near Wallace, where he died 
May 24, 1837. His wife died June 24, 1832 His farm, near Wallace, came 
into the possession of his son Joseph, and after his death into that of his 
son Albert D. Rosenkrans, who still lives thereon. 
As before stated, Joseph was the first of the family to go to Steuben County, 
New York, where many of his kindred followed him. Like Joseph of old, 
he was probably led providentially into a strange but a good land for the 
benefit of himself and his kindred, though perhaps to him, as to the other 
Joseph going to Egypt, the hand of Providence was unrecognized at the 
time. Joseph, like Joseph of old, also drew after him some of his brethren 
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and kindred, though Benjamin, his younger brother, remained in the land 
of his father’s, whose descendants became numerous. Joseph’s children 
were David, Levi, John, Abram, Aaron, Cynthia, Elijah, and Joseph. 
Major Benjamin Rosenkrans [047]
Major Benjamin Rosenkrans, twin brother of Joseph and son of Colonel 
John [016], was born December 31, 1770, on the upper farm of the 
Rosenkrans tract of land on the Delaware purchased by his grandfather 
Alexander, 1729. He married October 27, 1790, Margaret Schoonover, 
born in Walpack November 16, 1774, daughter of Nicholas, grandson of 
Nicholas Schoonhovan, who in company with his brother-in-law Thomas 
Brink, purchased 1,210 acres of land at Lower Walpack, just above the river 
bend October 10, 1725, and donated and deeded 1737, to the “Christian 
people” of that community the church and burial grounds for the First 
Walpack Church, near the bend. The original deed for these grounds, in 
its quaint form and spelling, as found in Everett & Pecks history, p. 329, 
is herewith presented1:
“To all Christian people to whom these prances Shall Com Know ye that 
we Thomas Brink and Nicklas Schioonhovan of Wallpack in the County 
of hunterdon Yeoman Know yea that we Do Send greten Know yea that 
we thomas Brink and nicklas Schoonhovan that we have and do this 
Give grant and by these prances do give grant for the Love good will and 
afexshans which we do Bair towards the inhabits of Wallpack and the 
near inhabitons thar about an we do give and grant unto the inhabitons 
above Riten all and Sigeler that Lot or parsal of Land Lying an Sittu and 
beinge in Wallpack Bating Bounding as folings Beging at the northwess 
Corner of the Buring yard at a Red oak tree mark with three notches on 
the sides Running from the fence Souerle to a wite oak tree mark with 
three noches, Runing along to a Black oak tree markt with three notches 
a corner tre then Runing easterle to a corner a Black oak markited with 
three notches from thence Northerle to a Black oak Corner tree market on 
two sides with three notches from thence to the foust Stashon Containing 
about fore ackers moreso or Les to Gether with all the Rites, titls intrest 

1 ED: This paragraph was left intact for the sake of authenticity.  The spelling and grammar check-
ers went berserk, and many misspelled, incorrectly capitalized, and wrongly punctuated errors were 
added to the private dictionary and grammar checker because of it.  There are probably many OCR errors 
in the mix as well.
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dlames and Demands what so ever we now have and which any or ever 
of our heirs Executors Administrators or a Signs may hear after have of 
or to the Said Granted Premises or any part thereof have and to hold the 
Said Pece or Lot of Land unto the above Written inhabtines them their 
ares asines Execters admini without any maner of Conditions we the said 
thomas Brink an nickles Schoonhovan have fully freely and absolutely 
and forever own accord Set and Put in furder testimony in witdss whareof 
we have hear unto. Set our hands and Scales this first day of febery in this 
tenth year of his magesty King George an anodomney one thousand Seven 
hundred and thirty Seven Sined Sealed Witness in the presnece of us

            His

Pete VanAuken Thomas [X] Brink (L.S.)
                                       Mark

  His

Adam Dingmans Nicklas [X] Schoonhoven
                                   Mark

Benjn Smith  

*     *     *
Nicholas Schoonhoven above mentioned, married Neeltie VanderSchuyven, 
1706, 2nd Weyntjen Kwik, and had sons, Thomas and William. He was 
a brother of Rudolph Schoonhoven baptized at Kingston, September 27, 
1705, who settled in Smithfield, Pennsylvania, and a son of Hendrick 
Claasz Schoonhoven, whose wife was Cornelia Swartwout, daughter of 
Roeloff, the first Sheriff of Ulster County, New York. The father of Hendrick 
Claas was “Claas Hendrickse VanSchoonhoven” who came from Utrecht, 
Holland, to Fort Orange [Albany] 1654, a carpenter who dealt in real estate, 
and died there, March 15, 1661. As noticed in formation of names the Van 
in this name has been dropped and Schoonhoven has been changed to 
Schoonover. The original Schoonhoven farm on which was built the first 
Walpack church and on which Margaret Schoonhoven was born is now 
owned and occupied by Daniel S. Smith, who married Amanda Rosenkrans 
[256], granddaughter of Margaret. The old church stood on the west side 
of the “Old 1797 Road” about 20 or 25 rod northeastward of where the 
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farmhouse now stands. As previously stated, Levi and Benjamin 1797 
received 671:acres of the North Eastern portion of their father’s lands, and 
in 1800 they divided their tract, Benjamin taking 378 acres on the extreme 
northeast extending over the east and west Jersey line, and from the river 
to his brother Johns farm along Flatbrook. In 1809 Benjamin purchased 
at sheriff’s sale 45 acres adjoining his land on the northeast, and the lands 
of John Brink and George Coss. This was deeded to him by Sheriff James 
Gustin. [Book V. p. 294.] Benjamin settled on the western portion of his 
lands at the river and sold farms from his tract to three of his sons, John 
B., Nicholas, and Elijah. Major Benjamin’s house was built southeast of 
the river road one-fourth of a mile up the Delaware from Levis. About 
twenty-five or thirty rods above the house was a large and ever flowing 
spring of excellent water, running by his door, across the road and to the 
river. His house was originally built of hewn logs, but before the writers 
time had been enlarged by a frame building attached to it, with a stone 
chimney and fire place as all dwellings had in those days. 
West of the road and opposite the house was an orchard of summer, fall, 
and winter apples of splendid varieties, while around the house was the 
largest and finest yearly supply of large English red cherries that the 
writer ever beheld. All these he generously shared with his children and 
grandchildren, as the writer well knows from many and happy experiences. 
To his honor and that of his family it may be added, that of himself and 
his six sons who grew to manhood, and raised families, being accustomed 
to drink of the ever flowing water near the door, preferred it to whiskey, 
none of whom were ever known to be intoxicated though liquor was kept 
by all farmers in those days and used in the hay and harvest fields. The 
most notable thing recollected concerning his grandmother Margaret — 
the writer having been but twelve years of age when she died, was to see 
her standing in front of the old open fire place with a long handled frying 
pan in her hands baking wheat cakes, called thin pancakes, each one 
covering the bottom of the pan, and to see her flop them over safe and 
sound without a turner. But the most enjoyable thing connected with it 
was to eat of those large brown cakes, well covered with butter and maple 
syrup. 
Margaret, wife of Major Benjamin Rosenkrans, died February 1, 1842, and 
was buried at Peters Valley Reformed Dutch Church, erected 1838. Major 
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Benjamin served in the war of 1812, in “the 2nd Regiment of Detailed 
Militia, Colonel John Seward commanding from September 5, to December 
9, 1814,” (Adjutant Stryker’s Report.) He ranked as Colonel, and was ever 
called Colonel Rosenkrans in his own neighborhood and the county, where 
he was known. He was a man of modest and unassuming character, and 
universally respected. He acted as Colonel and officer of the day at the 
general trainings in Walpack, which were continued till about 1840. He 
was a large man and noted for his commanding appearance on horseback 
on those occasions. In 1840 a Democratic political meeting was held at 
Tuttle’s Corner, in Sandyston, at which Walpack was represented by a 
wagon drawn by thirty-seven pairs of horses, one for each state, and on 
each near horse sat a boy rider, the writer being one of them. In the wagon 
were some conspicuous men of Walpack, and the one whom the people 
“most delighted to honor,” bearing aloft the cap of liberty, was Colonel 
Benjamin Rosenkrans. 
After the death of his wife, 1842, though more than seventy years of age 
he married Jane Brokaw, widow of Aaron Decker, a very fine old lady, 
who outlived him several years. Jane Brokaw was a daughter of Abram 
Brokaw, who lived on the Brink, or John Layton, Jr., farm, on Flatbrook, 
and kept slaves before the Revolution. Colonel Benjamin, like his brother 
Levi was a strictly moral man, and religiously invoked a blessing at the 
family table, though not a church member. He died December 30, 1848, 
and was buried beside his wife Margaret, at Peters Valley [Bevans P.O.] 
where suitable headstones mark their graves. Like his father, Colonel 
John, he had fourteen children, thirteen of whom lived to marry and 
raise families, showing a list of 116 grandchildren, and more descendants 
than any of the sons of Colonel John. His children were Rachael, John 
B., Roanna, Nicholas, Avert, Levi, Maria, Abram, Elijah, Sallie, Amanda, 
Lucinda, Anson, who died young, and Margaret.
Simeon Rosenkrans [048]
Simeon Rosenkrans, son of Colonel John, born May 6, 
1772, died in infancy. 
Dr. Simeon Rosenkrans [049]
Dr. Simeon Rosenkrans, second of the name, and 
youngest son of Colonel John, was born in Walpack, March 6, 1775. He 
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was but eleven years of age when his father died, whose will required 
that his lands should not be disposed of till Simeon became of age, then 
to be divided among his sons, nine of whom were living when he died. At 
the division, 1797, Jacob and Simeon as before mentioned, received 318 
acres including the homestead buildings, and church property, which they 
sold the same year to Nicholas Depue, of Smithfield, Pennsylvania Simeon 
married 1799, Sarah Shoemaker born 1780, and according to report lived 
with and kept house a year or two for his brother, Dr. Elijah, at Hohokus, 
New Jersey, where he evidently studied medicine with him. Sarah was 
probably a daughter of Henry Shoemaker, of Walpack (now Pahaquarry), 
whose sons Daniel and John settled in Walpack.
On May 8, 1800, Simeon purchased of Jacob Cole a farm of 185 acres 
below Walpack Centre, now known as the Richard Stoll farm, recently 
purchased by the wife of Stewart Layton, of Branchville. Simeon probably 
built the stone house still standing on the premises. In 1811 he purchased 
29 acres adjoining lands of Asa Rosenkrans and Isaac VanNest, which he 
sold to Asa 1815. Prior to 1836, Dr. Simeon’s son John, kept a small store 
in the house where his father lived, which store he removed to the village 
above (Peters Valley,) and which he lost by fire, 1836. Dr. Simeon farmed 
and practiced medicine in Walpack for nearly forty years and raised a 
family of twelve children, none of whose descendants are now known to 
live in Sussex County. He purchased real estate in Steuben County, New 
York, 1839, where his brothers, Joseph and Levi had gone before him and 
settled at Cohocton, where he died August 22, 1841. His wife, Sarah died 
there May 25, 1853. Their children were: Belinda, Oliver, James Oliver, 
Dr. Henry S., Simeon, John, Charick, Samuel S., Margaret DeWitt, Julia 
Maria, Charles Jayne and Ann Catharine. His descendants are very much 
scattered from New York to Montana and Indian Territory. 
Polly Rosenkrans [050]
Polly Rosenkrans, youngest child of Colonel John, was born July 6, 1777, 
the year that her father was made Colonel in the war of the Revolution She 
never married and died in the county where she was born. 
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Herman Rosenkrans [027] and Arreantie Oosterhout had six children. 

Dirk Rosenkrans [051]
Dirk Rosenkrans, son of Herman [027], was baptized at Kingston, New York, 
July 6, 1726. While living with his parents at Rosetown, Pennsylvania, he 
married, August 21, 1747, Catrina VanAuken, of Port Jervis, daughter of 
Abraham VanAuken baptized 1699. Abraham was son of Marinus VanAken, 
from Aken, France, the home of Charlemagne. Marinus VanAkens wife 
was Preternelle desPrez. Catharine VanAuken, wife of Dirk Rosenkrans, 
according to church records was received into the Port Jervis church, 
August 15, 1764, since which no report of the family has appeared in the 
Church Life nor been found by the writer. 
Catrina Rosenkrans [052]
Catrina Rosenkrans, daughter of Herman [027], was 
born in Rochester, Ulster County, New York, and baptized June 16, 1728. 
She married December 1, 1748, Abram Cornelus VanAuken, who was also 
born in Ulster County, and then living in Montague, New Jersey. He was 
baptized 1728; son of Cornelus baptized May 25, 1690, son of Marinus 
from Aken. Abram C. VanAuken came with his parents to the Minisink 
region about 1738, and after marriage united with the Machackemech, 
or Port Jervis Church, and was a Deacon of the Church 1762-68. The 
children of Abram C. VanAuken and Catrina were: Lydia, bap. October 
22, 1752; Sara, baptized July 25, 1757; Thomas, July 25, 1757; Cornelus, 
April 22, 1766; Abraham, April 11, 1772. Nothing further is known of this 
family by the writer though undoubtedly a portion of the VanAuken family, 
which is numerous, are descended from him. 
Petrus Rosenkrans [053]
Petrus Rosenkrans, son of Herman [027], was baptized December 
25, 1732, since which time no record is known of him by the writer. 
Arreantie Rosenkrans [054]
Arreantie Rosenkrans, daughter of Herman [027], and Arreantie Oosterhout, 
was baptized at “Minissink” May 18, 1736, which record shows that her 
parents had recently settled at Rosetown, Pennsylvania She married about 
1769 Jacobus [James] Brink, of Montague, and was the maternal great 
grandmother of the writer. Jacobus Brink was baptized at Hurley, Ulster 
County, New York, July 5, 1747, son of Mattheus, baptized at Kingston 
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January 9, 1695, whose wife was Abigal Bell. He was received into the church 
April 16, 1747, and elected an official 1748. He was a son of Peter Lamberts 
Brink, baptized June 26, 1670, and married Geertrury Mathewssen. The 
parents of Peter Lamberts Brink were Lambert Huybertsen and Hendrickje 
Cornelis, who came from Wageningen, Holland, 1659. Peter Lamberts, son 
of Lambert Huybertsen was the first to take the family name of Brink, and 
for what cause is unknown. Others of the family took the name of Brink, 
and some did not. Peter Lamberts Brink, as we learn from Church Life,” 
came from Hurley, Ulster County, at an early date and settled on a tract of 
land near the village of the Brick House (Montague,) which tract included 
the Abram Shimer property, with the river flats, where his son Mattheus 
was raised, and his son Jacobus also. Jacobus, after marrying Arreantie 
Rosenkrans, of Rosetown, lived on the Pennsylvania side of the Delaware 
till 1790, when he purchased the Abram Brokaw farm, on Flatbrook, in 
lower Sandyston, where he died 1812, and was probably buried in the 
family burial ground on the farm. After his death, the Brink farm was 
purchased of his heirs by John Layton, Esq., who married his daughter 
Abigal. This farm was afterwards owned by John Layton’s son William, and 
is now owned by his son John Layton, Jr. The children of Jacobus Brink 
and Arreantie Rosenkrans were thirteen in number, a significant one — 
the number of the children of the Patriarch Jacob. They were John, Lydia, 
James, Derick, Abigal, Helena, Mary, who married John Ager, and was 
the mother of Mrs. Aaron Rosenkrans, of Hammondsport, New York, and 
secondly married Isaac Rosenkrans, of Stillwater, New Jersey, Matthew 
Ester, Jennetje, who married Colonel Peter Young, of Sandyston, father of 
Glorvina, wife of A.P. Rosenkrans [243], Susanna, Andrew Dingman and 
Elizabeth, who married Jonathan Emery, of Sandyston, New Jersey
Jacobus Rosenkrans [055]
Jacobus Rosenkrans, son of Herman [027], of Rosetown, Pennsylvania, 
was baptized April 21, 1745, and married April 19, 1770, Maria Hornbeck, 
formerly written Hoornbeck. He lived at Rosetown, Pennsylvania, and it 
was at his house, says the noted historian W.H. Nearpass, that the noted 
Indian slayer, Tom Quick, died, after slaying his “ninety and nine.” In 1790 
Jacobus Rosenkrans name was on the list of contributors toward paying 
the salary of the Reverend Elias Van Benscoten, at the Port Jervis church. 
His children were Betsy, Lena, and Catharine.
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Benjamin Rosenkrans [056]
Benjamin Rosenkrans, youngest son of Herman [027], was baptized July 
17, 1748, and married October 27, 1785, Hannah Travis. The exact place 
of Benjamin’s residence is unknown by the writer, but as his name also 
appears on the list of church contributors at Port Jervis, 1790; he probably 
lived within the vicinity of the Port Jervis church. Nothing is known of his 
children.

Jacobus Rosenkrans [028] and “Sara Dekkr” had six children, and by 
Catharine Cole he had two children. 

Helena Rosenkrans [057]
Helena Rosenkrans, daughter of Jacobus [028] was baptized 
at Port Jervis May 11, 1729. Her father then lived at Huguenot, and was 
the first Rosenkrans settler in Orange County, having come from Ulster 
and located there prior to this baptism. Helena, as a widow, married George 
More, at Port Jervis, as reported in “Church Life,” since which nothing of 
her is known. 
Blandina Rosenkrans [058]
Blandina Rosenkrans, daughter of Jacobus, “was baptized 
July 4, 1733, and married Abraham Westbrook, of Nomenock, near Minisink, 
New Jersey, March 6, 1752. He was born at Wawarsink, Ulster County, 
New York, and baptized July 23, 1732, son of Dirk, the son of Johannis, 
son of Antoni [Anthony] who was probably the son of Cornelis Tennison 
Van Westbroek, who came from Holland to Albany 1630. Cornelis, as his 
name indicates, was the son of Tennis, from Westbroek. This family, like 
some others from Holland, dropped the “Van,” which signifies from, and 
are now called Westbrook, This family is said to be the most numerous one 
of the Delaware Valley and its vicinity. Blandina’s family is not known by 
the writer. 
Captain Daniel Rosenkrans [059]
Captain Daniel Rosenkrans, Son of Jacobus [028] was born at. Huguenot, 
near Port Jervis, New York, and baptized at the Reformed Dutch Church 
of Port Jervis, August 24, 1737. About 1765, he married “Catrina Cool” 
[Catharina Cole], widow of Martinus [Martin] Kerkendall. She was baptized 
May 30, 1738, and married Martin Kerkendall, about 1757, her daughter 
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Kazio having been baptized June 2, 1758, and her son Harmanus 
November 27, 1759. In 1762, she was received as a widow into the church 
at Port Jervis, and married Daniel Rosenkrans, 1765. Captain Daniel and 
Catharine, the great grandparents of General William Stark Rosecrans 
had some romantic experiences at the beginning of the Revolution, when, 
according to authentic records, he was made a Captain in the Wyoming 
Valley of Pennsylvania, but was surprised and captured by the Indians. A 
narrative of the event is given in the “History of the Newton Baptist Church 
of Luzern County, Pennsylvania,” written by Reverend C. Sherwood, and 
published by Ira D. Rosenkrans, of Wilkes-Barre, a great grandson of the 
Captain, who kindly presented the writer with a copy, 1893. The account 
written from tradition, while correct in the main, is erroneous in several 
points, among which are the name of James, the date of his capture, and 
the church denomination to which he belonged in New Jersey, and at 
which it is said he officiated. The following is the narrative:
“Rosenkrans Family — in 1775, James Rosenkrans, the grandfather of 
Deacon Benjamin Rosenkrans, now of Newton Baptist Church, came in 
from New Jersey and settled in Wyoming, and from here a long line of Baptist 
descendants of the Rosenkrans stock may be traced down to the present 
period At the time of the Wyoming massacre, in 1778, James Rosenkrans 
was taken prisoner by the Indians, and taken off up the Susquehanna to 
their settlement on the East side of Seneca Lake, in the State of New York. 
He saw them practice the most horrible cruelties upon their prisoners while 
on the way. While there, and while most of the Indians were out on a hunting 
expedition, he feigned sickness and made his escape, and by traveling 
through the wilderness by day, and through lonely by-paths by night, he 
returned to his friends in New Jersey in safety, where he was agreeably 
surprised in finding his family whom he had left on that memorable day of 
cruelty in the valley, supposing that they had fallen victims with others by 
the tomahawk, or by torture. His wife had succeeded in making her escape 
from the valley after the massacre with her six children, supposing that 
her husband had been slain in battle. She had five boys and one girl who 
fled with her almost naked and barefooted through the shades of death, 
over rocks and through dismal swamps without food except the berries 
found along the way. They crossed the Delaware in abject wretchedness, 
and finally made their way back to their friends in New Jersey.
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Miners History says that a Mrs. Courtright, then a young girl flying with her 
father’s family from the valley, saw sitting by the roadside a woman who 
had heard that her husband was slain, six children were on the ground 
near her, the group the very image of despair, for they were without food. 
Just at that moment a man was seen riding rapidly toward them from the 
settlement. It was Mr. Hollenbeck. Foreseeing the probable destitution, he 
had loaded his horse with bread, and was hastening back to their relief. 
He gave a morsel to each and hastened on to the relief of others. Deacon 
James Rosenkrans, the father of Deacon Benjamin Rosenkrans, was one 
of the sons of the elder Deacon James Rosenkrans, who passed through 
the wilderness in 1778, and who, when grown to manhood, returned 
to the valley and lived for a time on the Rosenkrans farm. The property 
afterward passed into the hands of Mr. Pettibone, when Mr. Rosenkrans 
again returned to New Jersey, where he was soon after ordained Deacon 
of the Baptist church.”
In July 1893, the writer conversed with Mrs. Susan Rosenkrans, of 
Scranton, widow of Deacon Benjamin, above mentioned, at the house of 
her daughter, Mrs. Julia A. Casterline [631] who admitted that as the above 
narrative was merely traditional, there might be mistakes it, especially as 
to the Captain’s name, which I informed her was Daniel, instead of James. 
I subsequently corresponded with Mrs. Amanda Joslyn, of Batavia, New 
York, and her sister, Mrs. Elizabeth J. Fish, of Daws, New York, daughters of 
John D. Rosenkrans, the second son of the captive, who gave their tradition 
received from their father, in substance, as follows: That Daniel returned 
from the Wyoming valley at the beginning of the Revolution; that there 
were seven, children, and that Catharine took two horses, and fastening 
a feather bed on each horse, took some of the children on one horse with 
herself and put the others on the other horse, and thus came through the 
forests to New Jersey. As to Daniel’s capture they had but a faint idea. 
The Minisink Reform Dutch church records show that Catharine Cole, 
widow of Martin Kerkendall married Daniel Rosenkrans, not James, and 
that Daniel and Catharine Rosenkrans had a son Jacobus baptized there 
November 25, 1766, and a son Jacob baptized there June 1, 1777, and 
no others between these dates. This record, which is authentic, renders 
it very probable that Daniel and Catharine went to the Wyoming valley 
soon after the birth and baptism of James, in 1766; that John, Josiah, 
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Daniel, and Catharine were born in Pennsylvania, and that as Mrs. Joslyn 
states, they returned to New Jersey about 1776 before the birth of Jacob, 
the youngest child, baptized 1777. It is also probable that Catharine had 
seven children when she returned as stated by Mrs. Joslyn, since she had 
two by her first husband, Martin Kerkendall and five by her second, Daniel 
Rosenkrans. The church at which Daniels children were baptized was the 
Reformed Dutch Church at Minisink, in the Delaware Valley: James before 
he left New Jersey and Jacob after his return, and at which Daniel may 
have officiated. No Baptist church existed in the valley in Captain Daniel’s 
time.
The Luzerne county records do not show the date of Captain Daniels 
purchase, as the county was not formed till 1787, but Mr. 0.J. Harvey, 
historian of the Nesbitt family, mentioned in “sources of family information,” 
reports that the historical society’s records of Wilkes-Barre, which antedate 
that of the county show that an appraisement was made on the estate of 
“Captain Daniel Rosecrants “dated Westmoreland, 19 October 1782. He 
died sometime prior to 1782 near the state line, in Wantage, New Jersey, 
where his widow afterwards lived and died, having made a will. Captain 
Daniel was apparently the first Rosenkrans settler in the Wyoming Valley, 
the village of Wyoming being located on his farm. The Sherwood narrative 
is elsewhere confirmed in the statement that after the captives’ death, and 
the close of the Revolutionary war, Catharine with her family returned to 
the Wyoming Valley, disposed of the farm, and then returned to Sussex 
County, New Jersey, where she died. Her will recorded in Newton, is as 
follows: Will of “Catherine Rosecrants,” of Wantage, Sussex County, New 
Jersey, 1803: “In the name of God amen — Whereas I Catherin Rosecrants, 
am sick in body, but sound in mind, do hereby make this my last will and 
testament, for the division of all my earthly property of whatever kind, in 
the way and manner hereinafter mentioned, and I do hereby nominate and 
appoint my beloved sons, James and Jacob Rosecrants my proper executors 
of this my will and testament. In the first place, my doctor, or physician bill 
or bills, and my funeral expenses must be paid before anyone hereinafter 
mentioned shall receive any part of the sum herein mentioned in their 
behalf. Secondly — my well beloved daughter Kazio Kerkendall otherwise 
Stuart (whom I had by my first husband Martin Kerkendall, shall have 
fifty pounds current money of the State of New York, to be paid unto my 
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aforesaid daughter out of my property, or in money aforesaid before any 
person hereinafter mentioned shall have any. My beloved son Harmanus 
Kerkendall by my first husband aforesaid shall have thirty dollars paid 
unto him out of my estate. To my beloved grandchildren, Catherin and 
Daniel Rosecrants, son and daughter of my son, John Rosecrants, by my 
second husband, I allow, or bequeath, ten dollars each out of my estate. To 
my beloved grandson, Daniel Rosecrants, son of my son Daniel Rosecrants, 
I allow or bequeath him ten dollars. To my well beloved daughter, Catherin 
Rosecrants, otherwise Stark, I allow or bequeath my saddle, wearing 
apparel and bed and bedding. Thirdly — After the sums, etc., hereinbefore 
mentioned are paid off, I allow the residue to be divided equally among my 
six children whom I had by my second husband, share and share alike of 
the said residue, namely, my five sons, James, John, Josiah, Daniel and 
Jacob Rosecrants, and my daughter Catherin Rosecrants, otherwise Stark 
— these my beloved children to have each an equal sum of said residue. 
Fourthly — My beloved son Jacob Rosecrants hath in keeping for me eight 
notes of one hundred dollars each, which I received of my beloved son-
in-law Paul Stark for value given to him by me for said notes, one of said 
notes is paid, and seven remain unpaid, which unpaid notes are to be paid 
in cattle, etc. I order my executors to turn the same to cash without delay 
after they become due for paying off the sums hereinbefore mentioned. I 
sincerely request that if any difference arise by anything that may appear 
dark in this my will and testament, that it be settled without the course 
of law; the specified sums are to be paid in cash in the same order as 
they stand in this writing. In witness that the foregoing is my real will and 
testament, I have hereto set my hand this seventh of October in the year 
of our Lord 1803. 
In the presence of — 

John Clark,  
Catherin Rosecrants,  

Henry Reemer, 
Thomas Patterson.

(This will was proved 1808. At the time it was written, all her sons except 
James and Jacob had left the county and located elsewhere.)
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Gertje Rosenkrans [060]
Gertje Rosenkrans, and
Salamon Rosenkrans [061]
Salamon Rosenkrans, children of Jacobus [028], both died unmarried.
John Rosenkrans [062]
John Rosenkrans, son of Jacobus [028], was born at 
Huguenot, and baptized at Port Jervis December 23, 1744. He married 
November 30, 1777, Maria Roosa, or Rosa, baptized at Port Jervis March 
20, 1749. Maria was a daughter of Jan Alderse Roosa, and Catharine 
VanEtten. He was baptized at Hurley, New York, January 29, 1712, son of 
Jan, the son Albert Heymanse Roosa and Wintje Allerd, from Harwynen, 
Gelderland, who came to Kingston 1660. — “Church Life.” The other children 
of Jan Alderse Roosa were Rebecca, Isaiah, and Jacob. Johannis, or John, 
was evidently a scripture man and a Christian, as were the early settlers 
generally, and gave scripture names to all his children. He lived in Orange 
County, New York, during the Revolution, and his great granddaughter, 
Mrs. C.E. Trotter [576], of Marshalltown, Iowa, informs me that he was a 
soldier under a Captain Rosa, perhaps his father-in-law. John Rosenkrans 
and all his sons, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and John, went to the Wyoming 
Valley, Pennsylvania, where his brother, Captain Daniel had first gone, 
and still later they went to Delaware County, Ohio. 
Mr. O.J. Harvey, of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, reports the following 
concerning him: “John Rosencrants was admitted February, 1800, to Lodge 
No. 1, Free and Accepted Masons, at Wilkes-Barre. 11 March 1800, B 
Sweetland, for £500, conveys to John Rosecrants, Secord Island, 300 acres, 
Putnam township, Luzerne County In July, 1802, John Rosencrants bought 
two lots in Nanticoke, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania” These purchases 
were near Tunkhannock, Luzerne County, now Wyoming, Pennsylvania 
John went on to Delaware County, Ohio, and purchased land there, as 
the records show, 1810, being the first Rosenkrans found on the land 
records there. The records of the Rosenkrans Family in Delaware County, 
Ohio, including the spellings of their names, have been reported by Mr. J.P 
Wintermute, of Delaware, Ohio, and historian of the Wintermute family. 
Concerning John Rosencrants settlement in Ohio, his granddaughter, Mrs. 
Permelia Stockwell of Sunbury, Ohio, seventy-two years of age [386], in a 
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letter November 20, 1893, writes as follows, “My father’s’ name was Jacob 
Rosecrans, and my grandfather’s’ name was John. He had one daughter 
named Rebecca and four sons named Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and John, 
all scripture names. My grandmother’s name was Mariah. They came 
from Pennsylvania when the country was all a wilderness, and underwent 
the hardships of a new country life. The Rosecranses were called a very 
honest, industrious people. “Of the death of John and Mariah we have no 
account, but they have many descendants in the west, especially through 
their son Isaac, who exceeds all the members of the family, as far as we 
have discovered, in the number of his progeny. As already mentioned, the 
names of Johns children were, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, John and Rebecca. 
Alida Rosenkrans [063]
Alida Rosenkrans, daughter of Jacobus [028], and Catharine Cole, his 
second wife, was born about 1749, since which time nothing is known of 
her.
Saloman Rosenkrans [064]
Saloman Rosenkrans, son of Jacobus, and the 
second of the name, was born about 1751, and also disappeared from the 
records
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The Fifth Generation
John Rosenkrans [037] and Elizabeth VanNest had eight children.

John Rosenkrans [065]
John Rosenkrans, eldest son of John [037], was born in Sandyston, Sussex 
County, NJ, April 17, 1778, and died young.
Isaac Rosenkrans [066]
Isaac Rosenkrans, the second son, was born on the Flatbrook farm, 
December 24, 1779; grew up a farmer and married Polly Brink, widow of 
John Ager. She was a daughter of Jacobus Brink and Arreantie Rosenkrans, 
and brought up on the adjoining farm. She was baptized June 18, 1781, 
married John Ager, and was the mother of James Ager, of Port Jervis, 
New York, of Hannah Ager, wife of Aaron Rosenkrans, of Hammondsport, 
New York, and also of the wife of William Carmer, of Sandyston, who 
eventually moved to Bradford County, Pennsylvania, whose children were 
Silas Carmer, and James and others. Isaac was the first Rosenkrans 
descendant as far as discovered of Alexander Rosenkrans, who married 
a descendant of Dirk Rosenkrans, thus uniting the two family lines of 
the sons of Harmon Hendrick [001]. Isaac dealt some in real estate in 
early life, purchasing, 1819, 81 acres of his father, and also the Andrew 
Dingman farm of 104 acres the same year, which he sold to Evan Bevans, 
now known as the James C. Bevans farm, on which his son Victor E. lives. 
Isaac sold to Jacob Smith 20 acres in Sandyston, 1819, and 55 acres in 
Walpack, 1822. In 1816, Isaac and his wife Mary, or Polly, after the death 
of her father, sold their interest in the farm to John Layton, Esq., the 
husband of her sister Abigal, who also bought out the other heirs of the 
property, and became the sole owner of the farm, which still re-mains in 
the Layton family. In 1823, Isaac Rosenkrans received from Sheriff George 
H. McCarter a sheriff’s deed for the Dingman Daub farm in Stillwater, 
on which he settled and remained till his death, 1832. His wife, Polly, 
outlived him many years, and was seen by the writer in 1855, when she 
was partially paralyzed, living with her daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Staley, 
where she died a few years later. Isaac’s children were Elizabeth, Lucinda, 
Garrett, Lydia, Susan, Lucy D., and Catharine M. 
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Alexander Rosenkrans [067]
Alexander Rosenkrans, son of John [037], was born March 13, 1782, since 
which time nothing of him has been heard except that he once lived in 
Binghampton, unmarried.
Asa Rosenkrans [068]
Asa Rosenkrans, son of John [037], was born in Sandyston, on Flatbrook, 
and near the Walpack line, September 19, 1785. He married July 9, 1809, 
Jane Cole, of Walpack, born December 1, 1789. She was probably the 
daughter of Jacob Cole, who lived in Walpack during the Revolution, and 
1815, settled on the John Cleves Symmes tract, whose wife was a Marsh. In 
1815 Asa purchased of Dr. Simeon Rosenkrans 29 acres of land adjoining 
that of his father, and 1822, bought his father’s farm, consisting of 235 
acres, situated on both sides of Flatbrook, and of the Township line, his 
house being in Sandyston, and his barn, as then situated, in Walpack. 
After Asa’s purchase of his father’s farm his parents lived with him, both 
of whom died before his leaving it, 1833. Asa sold his Sandyston farm to 
Timothy E. Shay, 1832, and, 1833, purchased a farm in Steuben County, 
New York, near Hammondsport, where he moved the same year. In 1837, 
he followed the course of Empire Westward and located on a farm two miles 
from Elgin, Illinois A few years later he returned to Sussex on a visit among 
his relatives, at which time the writer, then a small boy, recollects seeing 
him. Asa died near Elgin October 30, 1844, and his wife died January 
18, 1877. Their children were Horace, Frazier, Maria, Dr. Halsey, Garrett, 
Elizabeth, Catharine, Hiram, and Jennie R.
Lucy Rosenkrans [069]
Lucy Rosenkrans, daughter of John [037], was born September 30, 1787, 
and married John Dennis, who afterwards lived at Branchville, New Jersey, 
whose son John was drowned in the Delaware, at the farm of Major Benjamin 
Rosenkrans, and his body was recovered by the writer’s father. Mrs. Jennie 
R. Hawes [154], of Elgin, Illinois, informs me that Mrs. Lucy Dennis went 
to Illinois, perhaps subsequent to her husband’s death. Her children were 
John, Catharine, Maria, Elizabeth, Hiram, and George. Catharine Maria, 
the second child of Lucy Dennis, married a DePue at Elgin, and had a 
large family, all of whom seem to have left Elgin. Elizabeth died single. She 
and Catharine married are mentioned in the will of their aunt Catharine 
[071], 1827, which will is herein recorded in part Hiram, the fourth child of 
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Lucy Dennis, remained unmarried and died in California. George, the fifth 
and last child, married and lived in Elgin. His daughter Amanda, married 
Wilson Hunter, and had several children, one of whom, George Hunter, is 
still living. Amanda died and Wilson married again, and at last report lived 
in Elgin.
Elijah Rosenkrans [070]
Elijah Rosenkrans, son of John [037], was born in Sandyston, near the 
Walpack line, Sussex County, New Jersey, January 23, 1790. He was a 
farmer and married Catharine VanNest, of Peter’s Valley, born April 16, 
1794. She was a daughter of Peter Van Nest and Abigal Layton, daughter 
of Thomas Layton. Peter VanNest, her father, owned 340 acres of land at 
Peter’s Valley, founded by him, and made a will, and died 1809. He had 
sons, as we learn from the will, George, Peter, Isaac, and John, and kept 
slaves. Elijah Rosenkrans left Sussex County, New Jersey, and settled in 
Steuben County, New York, 1817, being the second one of the Rosenkrans 
name who went there, Joseph [046] being the first. He lived in Coshocton 
Township, not far from Hammondsport, He died there July 17, 1856, and 
his wife Catharine died July 23, 1872. His daughter Lucinda B., is yet 
living in Hammondsport, and has reported concerning her father’s family. 
Elijah’s children were Nelson, Balinda, Almira, David, Ira, Garrett, Isaac, 
and Lucinda B.
Catharine Rosenkrans [071]
Catharine Rosenkrans, daughter of John [037], was born 1794, and never 
married. She made a will June 22, 1827, and died September 9, the same 
year. The following is a part of her Will — Will of Catharine Rosenkrans; 
“I, Catharine Rosenkrans, of the Township, of Sandyston, in the County of 
Sussex and State of New Jersey, considering the uncertainty of this mortal 
life, and being of sound and perfect mind and memory, blessed be God 
therefore, do make and publish this my last will and testament in manner 
and form following — that is to say; First — I commend my soul to God who 
gave it, and my body to the dust, from whence it came, hoping for a joyful 
exchange through the merits of my Savior Jesus Christ, etc.” Two notes 
against her brother Asa in the hands of her father she bequeathed to her 
sister Lucy Dennis, with clothes, beds, and bedding. Other clothes, beds 
and bedding and furniture she gave to her two beloved nieces, Catharine 
Maria Dennis and Elizabeth Dennis. Her beloved friend Levi Rosenkrans 
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was appointed Executor, and certain articles were left for him to divide 
between her two nieces according to his own judgment. The will was 
executed by John I. Rosenkrans, Esq., and signed Catharine Rosenkrans, 
witnessed by John I. Rosenkrans and Julian Dimon, It was proved before 
Thomas Teasdale, Jr., Surrogate of Sussex County, 19 October A.D. 1827.
Garrett Rosenkrans [072]
Garrett Rosenkrans, son of John [037], was born in Sussex County, New 
Jersey, January 28, 1799. He probably came to Newton as a clerk in a drug 
store, as he started business here in company with a Mr. Phillips, as we 
learn from ancient file of the “Sussex Register,” of Newton, May 18, 1821, 
that on that day a, drug store by “Phillips & Rosenkrans” was opened 
in Newton. In the same paper of later date notice was given November 
24, 1823, that “James S. Phillips and Garrett Rosenkrans” had dissolved 
partnership. Garrett then probably carried on the business alone for a few 
years in Newton. Mr. A.J. Whitaker, near Howell, Michigan, with whom 
Garrett’s widow was still living, December 1897, informed me by letter 
of that date that Garrett sold out the drug business in Newton, 1828, 
and went to New York. In March 1830, he went to Northville, Michigan, 
and August 2, 1831, married Polly Bennett of that place. She was born 
at Tyrone, Steuben County, New York. July 2, 1810. In 1851 Garrett left 
Northville and settled on a farm at Grona, five miles southeast of Howell, 
where he died, 1873. As before stated, Garrett’s widow, 1897, lived with 
her son-in-law, A.J. Whitaker, near Howell, Livingston County, Michigan, 
aged 88 years. They had twelve children: John, Delia, Abram G. and Phebe 
P., twins; Elijah, Dwight, Lucy A., Jay, Noah, Roby C., who married A.J.W., 
Helen and Deatimony.

Jacob Rosencrans [038] and Elizabeth his wife had four children or 
more.

Robert Rosencrans [073]
Robert Rosencrans, probably the eldest son of Jacob Rosencrans, in 1818, 
was in Ohio with his brother Cyrus, as reported by his father, and since 
then has not been heard of.
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Cyrus Rosencrans [074]
Cyrus Rosencrans, the son of Jacob [038] was reported as being near 
Urbana, Ohio, in 1818, since which nothing is known of him or his family.
Fnu Rosencrans [075]
Fnu Rosencrans.
Fnu Rosencrans [076]
Fnu Rosencrans. Two children of Jacob, whose names are unknown, were 
with their father in Ohio 1818.

Alexander Rosenkrans [041] and Mary Mortman had three children, 
or more.

Anson Peter Rosenkrans [077]
Anson Peter Rosenkrans, son of Alexander Rosenkrans, was born in 
Bridgewater, New Jersey, and baptized at Raritan church, Somerset 
County, New Jersey, March 3, 1795. His father, a few years later, located 
near Havana, Schuyler County, New York where he was reared.
Catharine VanNest Rosenkrans [078]
Catharine VanNest Rosenkrans, daughter of Alexander [028], was baptized 
in Bridgewater, New Jersey, March 4, 1798, and accompanied her parents 
to Havana, New York, 1800, and there married a Mr. Voorhees. Her son 
John, prior to 1849, taught school at Hammondsport, New York, as 
reported by S.B. R. [193]. Catherine or Caty, as he calls her, with her 
husband and family, settled near Beaver Dam, Dodge County, Wisconsin, 
where he visited them, 1849, and where her son, John, was subsequently 
killed by a yoke of cattle.
Ann Rosenkrans [079]
Ann Rosenkrans, daughter of Alexander, also went with her father to 
Schuyler County, New York, since which time nothing definite is known 
concerning her.
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Charick Dewitt Rosenkrans [043] and Sarah [or Catrina] Vangorden 
had one child or more.

A Daughter of Charick [080]
A Daughter of Charick [043] was living at Delivan, Wisconsin, as reported 
by S.B. Rosenkrans, her father then being a very old man.

Dr. Elijah Rosegrant [044] and Cornelia Suffern had four children.

Dr. John Rosencrantz [081]
Dr. John Rosencrantz, son of Dr. Elijah RoseGrant, was born at Hohokus, 
Bergen County, New Jersey, on June 9, 1809. He probably studied medicine 
with his father and “Received the Honorary degree of M.D. from the medical 
department of Rutger’s College 1830,” 
as recorded there. He succeeded his 
father while young as Surgeon’s Mate of 
the second Battalion New Jersey. Militia, 
having been appointed to that position 
at 19 years of age, October 23, 1828, 
and confirmed by Governor Isaac H. 
Williamson. He married September 11, 
1838, Caroline Ripka, who died October 
31, 1874, and after marriage he moved 
to Philadelphia and was engaged with 
his father-in-law there in the cotton 
manufacturing business, and died April 
22, 1883. He had one child named Mary, 
born September 9, 1838, who died 
young, leaving him no descendants. The 
sons of Dr. Elijah RoseGrant all changed 
their name to Rosencrantz.
George Suffern Rosencrantz [082]
George Suffern Rosencrantz, second son of Dr. Elijah, was born at Hohokus, 
1812. He was a soldier in New York in 1835 in the First Regiment New York 
Horse Artillery under Captain William C. Shaw. He remained unmarried, 
and died August 30, 1864.

dr JOhn rOsenkranTz [081]
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Elijah Rosencrantz [083]
Elijah Rosencrantz, third son of Dr. Elijah RoseGrant was born at Hohokus, 
Jane 25, 1814. He married June 3, 1851, Caroline Livingston Dayton, of 
New York City, and lived for a time in that city, where their eldest son was 
born. As her names indicates, Cornelia Livingston Dayton was connected 
with the Livingstons, who like the Daytons, were distinguished in our early 
history and of English descent, connected with the Royal family of England, 
through James 1st. An authentic list of the Livingston-Dayton family 
descended from Robert deDeighton, born at Deighton, England, 1305. A.D., 
furnished by William Dayton Rosencrantz, son of Cornelia, copied from the 
English record “Surtees Publication,” Vol. 96 of the “Freeman of York,” 
from which the following genealogy is taken: William Gayer Dayton, father 
of Cornelia Livingston was born August 6, 1860, and married Cornelia 
Street, daughter of General Randall Sanford Street, whose wife was Cornelia 
Billings. William Gayer Dayton was the son of Captain Samuel, born 1784; 
the son of Isaac, born 1733; son of Isaac, born 1720; son of Isaac, born 
1686; son of Isaac who married Rebecca Tuttle, son of Samuel Dayton, 
born 1630; the son of Ralph Deighton, 
the emigrant, born at Deighton, 1589, 
who married Agnes Pool, and came to 
Boston. Ralph was the son of William; 
son of Robert; son of Henry; grandson 
of William, born 1419; son of John; son 
of Robert; son of John; son of Robert; 
son of Robert. de Deighton, born 1305. 
Another printed list in possession of 
W.D. Rosencrantz, gives the lineage of 
his mother, Cornelia Livingston Dayton, 
through her mother Cornelia Street 
and grandmother Cornelia Billings 
back through the Livingstons to the 
“Sovereigns of Scotland,” the “Kings of 
Argyleshire,” the “Sovereigns of Ireland,” 
the “Kings of Jerusalem,” as found in the 
Bible, and through the “Patriarchs” to 
Adam. From Adam to Jesse B.C., 1189, eliJah rOsenkranTz [083]
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were thirty-two generations, through King David to Zedekiah B C. 590, 
fifty generations, through his son Heremon King of Ireland, to Earca 104 
generations, through Feargus, King of Argyleshire to Alpin A.D. 834, 117 
generations and through Kenneth, King of Scotland, A.D. 854 to Cornelia 
Street 152 generations, her daughter, Cornelia Livingston Dayton making 
153 generations. This if correct is a long and remarkable genealogy, as it 
begins with “Adam the son of God.”
The writer in 1882 had the pleasure of meeting Elijah at Hohokus, when 
he was engaged in the manufacture of cotton, having a factory there. He 
lived in the Hermitage which he enlarged by building an addition. His 
wife Caroline died April 17, 1867. January 8, 1870, he married Charlotte 
Caroline Dennis, of Richmond, VA, and died December 4, 1888. He had 
five children, four by his first wife and one by his second; William Dayton 
John, Mary Elizabeth, George Suffern and Henry DeWitt.
Andrew Rosencrantz [084]
Andrew Rosencrantz, last child of Dr. Elijah, was born April 30, 1817, and 
died at two years of age.

Levi Rosenkrans [045], and Mary 
Hankinson had six children. 

William Rosenkrans [085]
William Rosenkrans, son of Levi [045], 
was born in Walpack, New Jersey, April 
1, 1798. Nicholas was but a few months 
younger than my father was and he 
was reared on the adjoining farm by the 
Delaware. He was brought up to farming, 
but taught school at Walpack Centre, 
where his father had taught before him. 
He married Priscilla Whitaker, of Savona, 
New York. His brother Aaron, though 
younger, married first, and moved from 
Sussex to Steuben County, 1823, before 
the days of railways and trolley cars when 
moving was done by horse power, however william rOsenkrans [085]

106 THE ROSENKRANS FAMILY
IN EUROPE AND AMERICA



long the distance. William, with his father’s team, took a load of household 
goods for his brother Aaron to Steuben County via Milford, Honesdale, 
Owego, Savona, and Bath to near the Crooked Lake.” At Savona, New 
York, lived David Whitaker, already mentioned, brother-in-law of Joseph 
Rosenkrans, whose wife was Lanah Emmans, formerly of Walpack, New 
Jersey, and sister to Joseph’s wife. On their way to Crooked Lake, the 
moving “caravan” stopped over night at Savona, and there for the first time 
William met Priscilla Whitaker, daughter of David and Lanah, and she 
“pleased him well” at first sight. On his way home he called on her again 
and began a courtship which resulted in marriage at Savona October 26, 
1825. The history of Priscilla’s father and her marriage has been given by 
her son Reverend D.W. Rosenkrans, [181], of Dorsey, Neb. He says, “My 
maternal grandfather, David Whitaker, while yet in his minority, went from 
central Massachusetts to eastern Pennsylvania as a Yankee schoolmaster, 
taking from his patrons lumber and grain which he rafted to Philadelphia 
He married in Pike County, and then an his last raft to the city to obtain 
the needful outfit for his household. Then he removed to Big Flats, Tioga 
County, New York, where I think his older children were born, and where 
his two brothers-in-law, John Emmans and David VanGorden, spent their 
last days, and where, for aught I know, the Emmans and VanGorden 
descendants may still reside. About 1803, or 6, he moved to Weed Creek, 
now Savona, Steuben County, where he did a large lumber and real estate 
business on the Chemung and Susquehanna, rafting to Baltimore chiefly, 
and dying of River fever in 1824.”
In addition to the above Emmans history, the recorded facts appear that one 
“John Envins” located on the Delaware, in Walpack, New Jersey, 1729, the 
same year that Alexander Rosenkrans bought at Shappanack; that Nicholas 
Emins, probably a son of John, married Catrina Rosenkrans, daughter of 
Alexander, and bought a farm on Walpack ridge, 1754. Nicholas Emmans 
had a son, John baptized 1746, who is supposed to have been the father-
in-law of Joseph Rosenkrans and David Whitaker, and who moved to Tioga 
County, New York, where he died prior to 1798. David Whitaker probably 
married in New Jersey, while living in Pike County, Pennsylvania, as John 
Emmans lived in Sussex County, New Jersey, and the VanGordens also.
William Rosenkrans, after marriage, 1825, settled on a farm in Wheeler 
Township, Steuben County. New York, where he lived till after the birth 
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of three children, then moved, 1833, on a farm near Wayland, where 
he resided till his death, 1886. His wife Priscilla was born February ‘2, 
1806, probably at Savona, and died in Wayland, August 25, 1876, having 
reached the allotted age of seventy. It is said she was a woman of accurate 
mind and wide information,” and after her death William was naturally 
lonely and discontented and between ‘76, and ‘81 made two trips in his 
old age to Sussex County, New Jersey. He was said to be a man even then 
of remarkable activity of mind and body, and a devoted Christian, having 
been an elder of the church. He died at Wayland December 2, 1886. His 
children, twelve in number, were Reverend David. W., William J., James, 
Elizabeth, Mary, Delia, Dr. Edward M., Edwin, Dr. F. Eugene, Omar L., 
Selim G., and Cyrus Egbert.
Aaron Rosenkrans [086]
Aaron Rosenkrans, son of Levi [045], was born in Walpack, New Jersey, 
within a stone’s throw of the Delaware River, Dec, 16, 1802. He was brought 
up a near neighbor to my father, a cousin, and their wives were cousins. 
Their marriages, like that of their cousin Isaac Rosenkrans, each formed 
a connecting link between the two branches of the Rosenkrans family, 
descended from Alexander and Dirk, sons of Harmon Hendrick [001]. May 
1, 1822, Aaron married Hannah D. Ager, 
born September 1, 1799, a daughter of 
John Ager and Polly Brink, daughter of 
Jacobus Brink, and his wife Arreantie 
Rosenkrans [064]. In 1823 he moved 
to Steuben County, NY., and lived for a 
year or more in a log house about two 
miles northwest of the Crooked Lake, in 
a part of which he worked at his trade 
— that of a wheelwright, and 1824, 
settled in Hammondsport, where he was 
extensively engaged in the manufacture 
of carriages during most of his life. 
The Steuben County records show 
that Aaron purchased real estate there 
1828. Aaron, like his illustrious early 
namesake, was a Levite indeed, looking aarOn rOsenkrans [086]
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after the affairs of the church. His daughter, Mrs. A.E. White, of Savona, 
reports that the first public meetings held in Hammondsport were held 
in her father’s carriage factory, perhaps in an upper room “prepared for 
the purpose.” He afterwards became a church member and a deacon, or 
elder of the Presbyterian Church, and, it is reported, that all of the six 
sons of Levi were church people, two of them having been pastors and 
the other four deacons or elders. In his advanced life Aaron acquired a 
vineyard, not as Ahab acquired that of Naboth, but one of his own planting 
near Hammondsport, where he also raised a variety of fruit. Aaron’s wife 
was also a church member and a devoted Christian, like her husband, 
leaving a good example for their children and their neighbors, in seeking 
the Savior in who alone is found “Eternal Life.” Hannah D. died September 
1, 1876, and Aaron died December 7, 1880. Their children were Selim B., 
Louisa Maria, Levi DeWitt, Ann Eliza, Elizabeth, Sophia and George E. The 
following lines on the death of their parents were contributed by “Selim 
and Eliza”

TO THE LOVED AND LOST
Oh! The friends we loved in childhood 

How they go! 
From the arms that oft’ caressed them, 

From the lips that oft’ times blessed them, 
From the homes so drear without them 

Here below

One by one they passed the river, 
Safely o’er 

To the laud of perfect day, 
Where the saints immortal, they 

Meet with friends 
Who oft did pray 

With them while below,
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One by one they beckon ever 
Us away 

From the world’s enticing pleasures, 
And the joys it vainly measures 
May we seek the higher treasure 

While we may.

Levi Dewitt Rosenkrans [087]
Levi Dewitt Rosenkrans, son of Levi [045], was born in Sussex. County, 
New Jersey, about 1805. Of him or his family but little definite information 
has been obtained, and none whatever from his own descendants. Report 
says he married Evylin Picket; was a farmer at ‘Wayland, and also a school 
teacher. From there he went to Wisconsin, and lived at East Troy, 1849, and 
died at Portland, Wisconsin, and was buried at Columbus. His children are 
said to be Harriet, Jane and Flora, two of whom were married and one had 
died prior to 1895. He was a church member and a deacon, or elder. The 
date of his death or of any member of his family is unknown to the writer 
and apparently to his relatives with whom the writer has corresponded.
Cyrus Egbert Rosenkrans [088]
Cyrus Egbert Rosenkrans, son of Levi [045], was born in Walpack, New 
Jersey, March 9, 1809. He graduated at Amherst College, and prepared 
for the ministry. July 18, 1842, he married Phebe Reeve, of Franklinville, 
Long Island. She was born at Deerfield New Jersey, July 3, 1815, After 
marriage he lived and preached at East Troy, Wisconsin Territory, till three 
of his children were born and till after the death of his wife, June 20, 1848. 
May 15, 1849, he married Helen Sarah Benson at Geneva, Wisconsin, 
after which he located at Columbus, Wisconsin, where he officiated as 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church for the remainder of his life, dying 
February 8, 1861, and where a monument was erected to his memory by 
his friends. Helen Sarah, his second wife, died at Milwaukee, January 11, 
1875. His children by his first wife were Emma, Louisa, Hannah Goodrich, 
and Egbert. By his second wife: Henry Benson, Marian Reeve, Rosalin, Dr. 
James H. and Helen.
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Reverend Joseph Rosenkrans [089]
Reverend Joseph Rosenkrans, son of Levi [045], was born in Sussex County, 
New Jersey, on November 13, 1812. He was baptized, his daughter Eliza J. 
informs me, by Reverend James G. Force who lived at Peters Valley, New 
Jersey. He accompanied his parents to Steuben County, New York, about 

the year 1833. He was educated at Union 
College, Schenectady, and prepared for the 
ministry at Union Theological Seminary, 
New York City. He married December 1, 
1842, Miss Eliza Thompson, daughter of 
David Thompson, of New York. She was 
born September 27, 1808, and baptized 
by J.M. Mason, D.D. Reverend Joseph 
Rosenkrans officiated as pastor first 
at Bethlehem, near Albany, New York’ 
and later at Newport and Martinsburg 
in Onondaga Valley, at Romulus and 
again at Onondaga Valley, where he 
died June 19, 1863, while pastor of the 
Presbyterian church at that place. It is 
said that he was a successful minister of 
the gospel and had may warm friends. 
Mrs. Eliza Rosenkrans, his widow, is 
still living with her daughter, Eliza J. 
Rosenkrans, at Syracuse, New York. 
Their children were Mary, Eliza Johnson, 
William Thompson, and Joseph H.

James Rosenkrans [090]
James Rosenkrans, son of Levi, was born in Walpack, New Jersey, April 
28, 1815, married Sarah Bradford, in Steuben County, March 19, 1835, 
and farmed his father’s farm near Wayland. He was also a church member 
and a deacon. He moved to Lansing, Michigan, where he farmed. Report 
says that he lived at Battle Creek, Michigan, about 1860, and died at 
Lansing. He left a widow, but no children,

reverend Cyrus egBerT 

rOsenkrans [088]
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Joseph Rosenkrans [046] and Jemima Emmans had eight children.

David Rosenkrans [091]
David Rosenkrans, eldest son of Joseph, was born in Walpack, April 15, 
1791. He died near Hammondsport August 14, 1821.
Levi Rosenkrans [092]
Levi Rosenkrans, son of Joseph [046], was probably born in Sussex County. 
New Jersey April 30, 1793. Living with his parents at Wallace, New York, 
he married June 19, 1831, Mary Jane 
Leach, of Hornby, New York, born at 
Windom, Mass., September 19, 1802. 
Mary Jane’s father, Stephen Leach, 
came from Massachusetts to Monterey, 
Steuben Co,, in 1816. Immediately after 
marriage, Levi went west, and located 
on a farm near Ann Arbor, Michigan 
At the end of two years, on account of 
ill health, he returned and settled near 
Hammondsport, but purchased a farm, 
1835, at Wayland, on which he lived 
till his death, July 2, 1861. His wife 
died December 29, 1889. His children 
were Samantha, Hamilton S., Elmira L., 
Harriet E., Ellen J., and John A.
John Rosenkrans [093]
John Rosenkrans, son of Joseph [046], 
was probably born in Tioga County, New York, March 19, 1795, married 
at Wallace about 1880 and went to Michigan. It is reported that he died at 
Northfield, and was buried at Sutton’s Corner. He was twice married, but 
those who have reported concerning him have failed to recollect the name 
of either wife, His children were William Joseph, Chester and Jemima,
Bram Rosenkrans [094]
Bram Rosenkrans [094], son of Joseph [046], was born November 19, 
1797, in Tioga County, New York. He married at Wallace Nancy VanAuken, 
February 14, 1830. The land records of Steuben County show that one 
Abram Rosenkrans purchased real estate, 1826, and again 1828. It is 

reverend JOseph rOsenkrans 
[089]
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reported that soon after marriage he went to Akron, Ohio, where he died 
October 18, 1831. His wife Nancy gave birth to a son and died just one month 
after his death, November 18, 1831. The son was named William Hastings, 
a mute, who grew up to early manhood; was educated at Philadelphia, and 
died while young at Princetown, near Cincinnati, Ohio.
Aaron Rosenkrans [095]
Aaron Rosenkrans [095], the first of the name known in the family, son 
of Joseph [046] was born in Tioga County, New York, probably at Elmira, 
March 30, 1800 In 1810, he accompanied his parents to Owego, and 1811 
to Hammondsport, where his parents lived till 1827, when they located 
at Wallace, New York. In 1829 he m, Sarah Crane, born March 29, 1812. 
Aaron’s life like that of Aaron of old was somewhat eventful and migratory, 
having had no continued abiding place. After his marriage, 1829, he went 
to Michigan, near Ann Arbor, where he took up government land and 
commenced clearing a farm. In 1830 his eldest child, Cynthia Louisa, was 
born there, and at two or three years of age was stolen by the Indians. At the 
end of three months she was returned on the payment of a certain quantity 
of whiskey agreed upon. Mrs. C.L Stitt, of Westfield, New Jersey, says she 
still has a faint idea of the appearance of 
her captors. Aaron was not well pleased 
with his dusky neighbors and left them. 
He retained the ownership of his land 
and returned to the East, living on a farm 
near Mt. Morris, Livingston County, New 
York, where his wife died March 7, 1833, 
leaving two children. In the beginning 
of ‘34 he married Amanda Warren, of 
Livingston County, born April 13, 1806. 
After the birth of another child October 
1834, Aaron returned to his homestead in 
Michigan and remained there eight years. 
In ‘42 he left again; went to Middletown, 
Ohio and there kept a hotel till 1847, 
when he again returned to his Michigan 
farm. He eventually sold his farm and 
located on another near Flint, Michigan, aarOn rOsenkrans [095]
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where he died July 28, 1802 and where his second wife died Feb, 5, 1894. 
Aaron’s children by his first wife were Cynthia Louisa and Sarah Helen. By 
his second wife; Adeline, Charles T., and Henry H.
Cynthia Rosenkrans [096]
Cynthia Rosenkrans, daughter of Joseph [046] was born July 1, 1802. She 
remained unmarried with her father at Wallace and continued on the farm 
after his death with her brother Joseph and died April 16, 1876.
Elijah Rosenkrans [097]
Elijah Rosenkrans, son of Joseph [046] was born in Tioga County, New 
York, June 26, 1805. Living at Wallace, he married Nancy Dildine, March 
16, 1831, and located on a farm hear Waylarid, where he died September 
11, 1831. His only child was born after his death January 29, 1832. His 
widow married David Thomas December 24, 1835, and went to Michigan 
where she died July 2, 1881. This information was received from Mrs. 
Amanda M., widow of Henry H. Rosenkrans [230], late of Lansing, Michigan.
Joseph Rosenkrans [098]
Joseph Rosenkrans, son of Joseph [046], was born October 14, 1808, at 
Elmira, New York, in Tioga County, now Chemung. He lived with his father 
on the homestead, near Wallace, and after his father’s death 1837, came 
into possession of the farm, which he occupied till his death. In 1843 he 
married Mary Austin, by whom he had four children, Aubert D., Josephine 
L., Mary Helen and George Byron. He died February 10, 1881, and his wife 
died January 10, 1888.

Major Benjamin Rosenkrans [047] and Margaret Schoonover had 
fourteen children.

Rachael Rosenkrans [099]
Rachael Rosenkrans, eldest child of Major Benjamin, was born in Walpack, 
New Jersey, April 17, 1791. She was probably named in honor of Rachael 
the beloved wife of Jacob, the Rachel of old and her children outnumbered 
the children of Israel, the family of Jacob. Rachael married John W. 
VanAuken, son of Nathaniel, son of Daniel, of Walpack, New Jersey. He 
moved to Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, sometime during the thirties, and 
there raised a family of fourteen children, living on a farm near Newton 
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Centre. He finally went with other relatives to Lee County, Illinois, and in 
old age died at the house of his son-in-law, Jesse Beemer, near Pawpaw. 
Rachael outlived him, and died at the home of another son-in-law, Henry 
Fletcher, at Elgin, where both are buried. Rachael’s children were Richard 
VanAuken, who married Phebe Bennett, and raised a family in Sussex 
County, New Jersey, living most of his life in Newton, as a carpenter. 
After middle life, he moved to Pittston, Pennsylvania, and died there with 
consumption. Barret W. married secondly Kate Vansickle, and raised a 
family in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania He died suddenly in Scranton, at 
the barn while caring for his horse. One daughter of his married James E. 
Cleveland, a property owner and fish dealer, on Lower Lackawanna Avenue, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. Helam VanAuken, son of Rachael [099] married 
Susan Bell, and raised a family in Walpack, N J. He was a shoemaker by 
trade, whose son Wesley settled on the Delaware, in Sussex County, near 
Dingman’s Ferry. Aaron remained unmarried and died in Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania. Ainsley R. VanAuken married Samantha Bogart and lived 
on a farm at Brinktown, near Buttermilk Falls, Pennsylvania, and there 
raised a family. He was noted, as were the Brinktown people generally, as 
being a good horseman, and a trader in horses. Lydia Maria VanAuken, 
daughter of Rachael [099] married Henry Fletcher, who moved to Pawpaw, 
Illinois, 1851, and eventually to Elgin, where they died. She had eleven 
children.
The limited information obtained concerning the Fletcher family and the 
burial of the elder VanAukens, at Elgin was received from James Fletcher, 
son of Henry and Lydia dated Elgin, February 27, 1895, whose address was 
510 Sherman Avenue. Hannah Jane VanAuken, married Jesse Beemer, 
a farmer in Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, and moved to Pawpaw, 
Illinois, where they died. Of Hannah Jane’s family nothing definite is known. 
Margaret Priscilla VanAuken, daughter of John W, and Rachael [099] was 
born July 28, 1823, in Walpack, Sussex County, New Jersey. She married 
December 2, 1839, Charles W. Brink, a farmer, and occasional preacher, 
born December 1, 1817. He owned and lived on several farms at different 
times, and died near Newton Centre, 1880.
Their children were, George W. Brink, born March 27, 1842, Dewitt C., born 
May 22, 1844, Frances J., born May 22, 1846, Charles W, born August 
4, 1849, Jasper J., September 17, 1852, Amos A., February 21, 1857, 
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Josephine L., May 4, 1859, and Minnie M, born July 15, 1869. At the last 
account of Minnie, Priscilla Brink, 1897, she was still living. Her children, 
George W., Frances J., and Amos A. were dead. Some of them entered the 
regular army. Everson VanAuken, son of Rachel [099], married Dorcus 
Daley. Wheat VanAuken married Delia Fitch. Catharine married Sidney 
Beemer a farmer, Sarah married George Sickler, and lived at Brinktown. 
Dorinda married Squire Brink, a farmer of Brinktown, Pennsylvania 
James VanAuken, the fourteenth and last child of Rachael [099] remained 
unmarried. Some of her sons went west.
John B. Rosenkrans [100]
John B. Rosenkrans, eldest son of Major Benjamin [047], was n in Walpack, 
New Jersey, July 19, 1792. He married Margaret Hornbeck, born April 12, 
1794. He purchased land of his father 1828, on the extreme northeast of his 
father’s tract, in Sandyston, adjoining lands of his brothers, Nicholas and 
Elijah. He was an industrious economical farmer, and his wife Margaret 
was one of the most motherly and kind hearted of women. Their house 
was between ours and the schoolhouse, and therefore a convenient and oft 
stopping place to and from school. Like ourselves they lived in a log house 
for a time, but built and lived in a good frame dwelling subsequently. John 
B. died January 1, 1850. Margaret ied August 22, 1875. Their children 
were Daniel, who died young, Daniel H., Alfred, Everson W., and Jacob H.
Roanna Rosenkrans [101]
Roanna Rosenkrans, daughter of Major Benjamin [047] called Arreantie, 
was born in Walpack, July 14, 1794, married May 18, 1815, John Youngs, 
born March 21, 1791. John Youngs located on a farm about one mile 
north of my father’s house on the river road — the farm extending to the 
cross road southward, running to Peters Valley. On the border of his farm, 
and on the cross road, was built a stone school house, 1835, where our 
district school was located. One or two incidents of interest connected 
with the building of that school house are still recollected by the writer, 
then a boy of five years of age. He in company with his mother and “Aunt 
Patty,” (Margaret), previously mentioned, on our way to the home of Aunt 
Arreantie Youngs, took shelter in it from a passing rain shower, and after 
reaching our destination visited the little school in the chamber of their 
wagon house kept by “Sallie Buckley,” and warmed by an iron kettle 
containing live coals sitting in the middle of the school room. In that stone 
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school house the most of the writer’s school days were spent, and in 1851 
he was the first native teacher employed in the school, the former teachers 
being mainly from New York and the Eastern States. The stones of that old 
school building have been thrown down as completely as were the stones of 
the temple at Jerusalem, and the last vestige of the building has long since 
disappeared — Sallie Buckley, of the little wagon house school, has long 
since departed from the land of the living, and most of her scholars have 
gone to their eternal rewards. Time is rapidly passing and great events are 
crowding, upon us. The century will soon be ended (January 1900) and 
our times for departure will soon come. Let us then, be ready for whatever 
awaits us.
When Arreantie’s family were nearly all grown, John Youngs died and she 
became the second wife of Benjamin Hull, of Flatbrookville. She departed 
this life 1865. John Youngs and Arreantie [101] had nine children. 
Martha, born May 12, 1816, remained unmarried and died in middle life. 
Benjamin Youngs, born January 23, 1818, married Sarah Maria Gustin, 
of Sandyston, and lived for a time on a farm in Upper Walpack. He went 
to Lackawanna County, Penn„ then to Bradford County, and finally to 
Kansas, where he located on the prairie, and for a time lived in a sod 
shanty. He died at Topeka, 1892. His children were William, Mary Frances, 
Homer, Stella, and Sada. James B. Youngs, son of Roanna [101] was born 
in Sandyston, November 7, 1819. He married Catharine Stoll, daughter 
of Richard Stoll, of Walpack, and purchased the homestead farm. He 
subsequently owned the Robert Stoll farm at Peter’s Valley, and now lives 
near Hainesville, Sussex County, New Jersey. He is a devoted Christian 
and a Deacon of the Reformed Dutch Church of Sandyston. His children 
were John Youngs, (who married Martha daughter of David Bunnell, of 
Walpack), a farmer, merchant and Justice of the Peace. Elizabeth Youngs, 
who married George Schooley, a farmer of Sandyston. Robert S. Youngs 
married Fannie Armstrong, of Montague, a merchant and farmer. Allen R. 
Youngs married Celesta Layton, daughter of Sylvester, and for his second 
wife a VanAuken. He was once a merchant at Peter’s Valley, and is now 
located at Branchville, New Jersey.
Emma Jane Youngs married Jacob Linden Rosenkrans, son of Alfred 
[238], a farmer living near Unionville, New York. Mary, the youngest child, 
still lives with her parents. Sarah Youngs, daughter of Roanna [101], was 
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born April 11, 182, and married Isaiah Shay, a merchant at Hainesville, 
New Jersey. She had children, Watson and John, and died in Sandyston. 
Jason, son of Roanna, was born January 7, 1824, married Elizabeth Haney, 
daughter of John Haney, of Walpack, and moved to the State of Illinois, 
where he has recently died. His children are Celesta and Oscar. Rachel Ann 
Youngs married Isaiah Shay, widower of her sister Sarah, a merchant. Her 
children were Coe Shay, who married Mary Bevans, daughter of Nicholas 
and Uzal Shay. Rachel Ann is a widow still living at Hainesville, New 
Jersey. Maria Youngs, daughter of John and Roanna, was born May 29, 
1828, and married John S. Howell, a farmer and business man of Newton. 
Maria Youngs left home before marriage and came to Newton, engaging 
in the millinery business with her cousin, Martha Probasco, but soon 
married and retiring from public business became mistress of her own 
household in Newton. John S. Howell, as stated elsewhere, administered 
on the estate of Elijah Rosenkrans of Newton, 1885, and gave to the writer 
the family documents mentioned in “Sources of Family Information.” He 
died in Newton April 1896, and the writer was at his bedside when he died. 
His children were Lewis Howell, married, and a salesman in Dover, New 
Jersey, Lizzie Howell, once a music teacher, who married James O. David, 
of Philadelphia. Mr. Howell was a moral, upright business man and died 
a member of the Presbyterian Church, in which his wife has long been 
a member. Mrs. Maria Howell is still living, January 1900, and resides 
with her children, having recently visited her relatives in the far west. 
Experience Youngs, daughter of John and Roanna, was born December 
25, 1829, and married James Williams, a merchant. Her children were 
Elizabeth and Anna, a school teacher who married Luke Bryant, of Spring 
Valley, Pennsylvania, and is reported as living in Indian Territory. Phebe 
Elzira Youngs, last child of Roanna [101] was born in Sussex County, 
New Jersey, February 9, 1836, and married Frank N. Hyde, a farmer, who 
located at Amboy, Lee County, Illinois. No children.
Nicholas Rosenkrans [102]
Nicholas Rosenkrans, son of Major Benjamin [047], and Margaret 
Schoonover, was born in Walpack, New Jersey, January 31, 1797. He 
was brought up a farmer by the Delaware, and married March 23, 1821, 
Lydia Layton, born February 5, 1802, daughter of John Layton, Esq., son 
of Thomas Layton, of Peters Valley, who moved to Steuben County, New 
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York Lydia’s mother was Abigal Layton, a daughter of Jacobus Brink, and 
Arreantie Rosenkrans [054], daughter of Herman Rosenkrans and Arreantie 
Oosterhout. Herman’s ancestors were Jacobus, Dirk and Harmon Hendrick 
[001]. My parents Nicholas and Lydia, like Isaac [053] and Polly, Aaron 
[073] and Hannah D., form a connecting link between the two branches 
from Harmon Hendrick, our first American ancestor. Nicholas was the son 
of Major Benjamin, son of Colonel John, son of Alexander, son of Harmon 
Hendrick from Bergen, Norway, a supposed descendant of Captain Dirk 
Roosecrans, of Amsterdam, descended from the German branch of the 
Rosenkrantz family, descended from Erik Nielsen, of Holstein, Denmark 
[now Germany], the knight and nobleman, who 1325 was presented with 
a rose wreath, and first took the name Rosenkrantz, son of Niels Iversen, 
the head of the noble family of Denmark, in 1308, and descendant of Erik 
(1st) of 1227, A.D.
After his marriage in 1821 Nicholas Rosenkrans lived one year on the 
Jacobus Brink farm on Flatbrook, owned by his father-in-law, but 
purchased of his father the farm on which he subsequently lived and for 
which he received a deed 1831. This farm consisted of 138 acres, adjoining 
his father’s on the ridge road midway between the Delaware and Flatbrook. 
In 1822 he built himself a log house on his farm in which he moved the 
next year, and in which five of his children were born, including the writer, 
1830. When he moved there a log house was standing on the lower end 
of the farm in which his brother Levi lived. In 1834 Nicholas built a frame 
dwelling near his log house, in which he moved the same year. In January 
and February 1836, came the notable “deep snow” five feet deep, still talked 
about by old people, and mentioned in history. In the Sussex Register of 
that year appeared the following item February 22, 1836 “Snow on the 
ground said to average five feet in depth and being added to nearly every 
day or two.” In connection with the deep, snow I recollect seeing my father 
make a pair of snow shoes of boards strapped to his feet, with which he 
walked on the snow across the fields to Henry Berk’s house, a half mile 
distant, being unable to travel even on horseback without shoveling the 
snow.
My father was a kind hearted, social man, a lover of his kindred and friends 
and fond of good horses, his hounds and the fox hunt. He was also fond of 
pets, among the fowl kind, especially loving the Robin, Martin and Phoebe 
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bird. He kept tame pigeons and all kinds of domestic fowls. He brought to 
the farm one strange pair, which excited the curiosity of his neighbors, and 
brought many a sightseer to the farm. This was a pair of dusky Indians, 
an Indian and his squaw, who had come down the Delaware in a canoe, 
with their dog and their gun. They stopped on the bank of the Delaware, 
pitched their tent, and sold fancy baskets and the Indian amused the 
crowds and secured many a penny by shooting them from a split stick 
stuck in the ground with his arrow and his bow. The Indian’s name was 
Joseph Mitchell and his wife’s name was Millie. Joseph wanted a shelter for 
the winter and Nicholas provided one on his own farm, where they lived for 
a year or two, and supplied the neighborhood and Newton with fancy and 
useful small baskets. Millie was modest and retiring and would never talk 
to men and very little to women, except of our own household. She never 
called at a neighbor’s house, but could frequently be seen shooting robins 
as they came about her door. But Joseph and Millie had one infirmity 
shared by many a paleface. They occasionally indulged too freely in strong 
drink. When this Christian Nation becomes wise and righteous enough 
to overcome the sin attributed to Pope Leo 10th of “selling indulgences,” 
selling licenses to make drunkards and increase poverty and crime, then 
drunkenness will be diminished and our people made better and happier. 
These Indians were harmless and peaceable except to each other when 
intoxicated and quietly departed down the Delaware as they came in their 
canoe with their dog and their gun.
But what changes have taken place since my father left that log house in 
1834 with its open fireplace, its uncarpeted floor, string latch, high 
curtained beds, an uncased clock placed on a mantle against the wall, 
with its heavy weights hanging beneath, which was subsequently cased, 
and served the family till my father’s death 1850, when it went among 
strangers. Since leaving that log house have disappeared the open fire 
place, the tin oven, andirons and trammel, the family loom, the spinning 
wheel, flint lock, candle stick and snuffers. Since then have come the 
cooking stove and range, the Locofoco match, the envelope, postage stamp, 
percussion cap, the breech loading and the Gatling gun, the oil, gas and 
electric lights, the railroad, telegraph, telephone, phonograph, and many 
other inventions now in use. Since then have come the cultivator and 
reaper, the mower, drill and planter, iron clad torpedo boats, submarine 
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vessels diving bells, cotton, smokeless and giant powder and dynamite, 
since then the Civil war and end of slavery, and recently the Spanish war, 
the expansion of our Government and policy, and the end of Spanish 
misrule over millions of the human race, God is now doing an especial 
work among the nations, and the millennial age of light and liberty and 
Christianity is dawning upon us to break, as we believe, into full day, 
within the coming three years. In 1837 my mother was taken with 
inflammatory rheumatism and ever after confined to the house, and died 
October 11, 1841. In ‘42 my father married Hannah Finn, of Orange 
County, New York, who died June 22 of the same year. A Christian woman 
and highly respected. October 24, 1844, Nicholas married Mary Smith, 
daughter of Jacob Smith, of Sandyston, Eventually he was taken sick and 
died November 25, 1850, and was buried at the Reformed Dutch Church 
in Peters Valley. His widow, Mrs. Mary Rosenkrans, after raising her two 
small children married Samuel Sheets and lived for years on the Levi 
Rosenkrans [045] homestead at the Delaware and is still living at Peters 
Valley, New Jersey. Nicholas Rosenkrans’ children by his first wife were 
Caroline, Teresa A., Anson P., Layton, Allen, Emily and Lorenzo D. By his 
third wife, Henry Oscar and Myron S., 
six of whom are still living.
Avert Rosenkrans [103]
Avert Rosenkrans [First Written Everitt], 
son of Major Benjamin [047] was born 
June 8, 1790, and married Mary Smith. 
He was a farmer and purchased a farm 
on the Delaware below Shappanack, 
on the river road, at the junction of 
the Ridge and the Pompey road leading 
to Flatbrookville, where his son John 
S, now lives. Avert’s wife died about 
1839, leaving four children, and he 
subsequently married Mary Buss, born 
Sept 1, 1812, and died September 5, 
1878, Avert was a good farmer and 
citizen, living on the farm till near the 
close of his life, when he retired from averT rOsenkrans [103]
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farming, and lived with his daughter, Mrs. S.E. Decker, near Flatbrookville, 
where he died July 7, 1874. He was a conscientious faithful Christian and 
a church elder for many years at the Flatbrookville church. His children 
by his first wife were Benjamin, Margaret Maria, Phebe Jane, and Jacob. 
By his second wife, Martin, Sarah E., Amanda, John S., Seeley, Maria, 
Aquilla, Celesta and Martha Alice. 
Levi Rosenkrans [104]
Levi Rosenkrans, son of Major Benjamin [047], was born March 10, 1800. 
He married 1821 Rebecca Williams of Wantage, born June 16, 1806. Soon 
after his marriage, or perhaps prior to it, a log house was built at the lower 
end of the meadow on the farm subsequently purchased by Nicholas, and 
in this house Levi lived and carried on blacksmithing for years. At the 
writer’s earliest recollection of the place the shop had been taken down and 
the timbers used in the construction of a fence with the anvil block still 
lying near. In 1833 Levi left there and settled on land west of Bald Mount, 
in Luzerne County, Pa„ near the turnpike road, leading from Scranton to 
Newton Centre, where he farmed and carried on blacksmithing till near 
the close of his life, when the farm was left in charge of his children. Levi, 
named after his uncle Levi, like his father and his grandfather had fourteen 
children, all of whom grew up and married. He died about 1880, his wife 
having departed prior to his death. Their children were Brittain, Lydia 
Jane, Amanda, Seeley J., William, Benjamin, Margaret, Teresa, Martha C., 
Roanna, Layton and Levi, twins, Gideon Judson and Mallery.
Maria Rosenkrans [105]
Maria Rosenkrans, daughter of Major Benjamin [047] was born March 14, 
1802, and married James C. Bevans, September 28, 1820. He was born in 
Sandyston, January 3, 1800, purchased, and settled on the Andrew 
Dingman farm, which his father Evan had bought of Isaac Rosenkrans 
[066]. He started a store about 1835, and was engaged in the mercantile 
business with his farming till during the civil war, when he closed out the 
business and confined himself to farming. He purchased two farms near 
Hainesville for his sons Obadiah and Benjamin, and the Colonel Benjamin 
Rosenkrans farm in Walpack, and the Nicholas Rosenkrans farm adjoining, 
now owned by his son Victor E. Bevans. Maria, the wife of James C., died 
after giving birth to her twelfth child June 22, 1841. After Maria’s death, 
he married her sister, Mrs. Sallie Wheat, widow of Everson Wheat, of 
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Orange Co„ New York, by whom he had four children, making sixteen in 
all. The twelve children, of Maria Bevans are Priscilla, born February 11, 
1823, who married David Depute and lived on a farm near Hainesville, 
New Jersey, and eventually moved to Dalton, Pennsylvania, where they 
engaged in the mercantile business with Oscar Stoll, who married their 
daughter Alice, both subsequently dying there. Margaret, born March 27, 
1824, married John Lerch, a miller, and died 1846. Sarah Bevans born 
May 22, 1825, married Elisha Depue; had three children, Maria, Addie 
and James, and died 1880. Katharine, born August 15, 1826, died 
unmarried March 28, 1846. Obadiah Bevans, son of James C., and Maria 
[105] born March 18, 1828, married Sarah Jane Wheat, is a farmer near 
Hainesville, and has two children, Emmet, who married Mary VanAuken, 
of Montague, and died in Scranton, where his widow still lives, and Philena, 
who married John Jagger, a farmer, in Sandyston. Obadiah Bevans before 
marriage was engaged in the commission business in New York, under the 
firm name of Bevans & Blizzard, selling farmer’s products, the writer in 

levi rOsenkrans [104a] mrs. reBeCCa (williams) 
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1851 being employed by them and stationed at Port Jervis, to receive 
freight. Hezekiah, son of James O. Bevans, was born June 24, 1829, a 
merchant and trader, who married Sallie Ann Westbrook, daughter of 
Reuben B., of Sandyston. She was brought up and educated by her 
grandmother. Mrs. Nancy Westbrook, on the Delaware, has attended 
school among the Quakers in Philadelphia. Hezekiah clerked in the store 
of his father for years, and then in company with James Easton, opened a 
store at Howell’s Depot, Orange County, New York, and carried on the 
mercantile business for many years, being alone in the business during 
the latter portion of his life there. During the eighties he moved to Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, where he purchased a fancy store, which his daughters 
carry on, while he meanwhile is engaged in other business projects in 
Scranton and elsewhere. He has three children: Clementia, who remains 
at home, and in the store; Stella, who has been long in the store, and is 
now employed by a New York firm, travelling in this country and also to 
London, introducing and selling to the trade patterns for ladies’ wear, 

mrs. philena Bevans Trusdell 
[105a]
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which is one leading article of sale in their store; and Burson Bevans, an 
assistant bookkeeper in a Scranton bank.

Philena Bevans, daughter of James C. and Maria [105], was born June 
30, 1831. She was brought up on the farm, a merchant’s daughter, 
and in early life came to Newton, New Jersey, where in company with 
Mary VanSyckle, she carried on dressmaking. She eventually secured 
the interest of Miss VanSyckle in the business and conducted it alone. 
November 14, 1883, Philena married John Trusdell, born September 11, 
1817, formerly a photographer of Newton; purchased a home on Trinity 
Street, and retired from public life. Mr. Trusdell became an invalid and so 
remained for several years, departing this life February 19, 1886. He was 
buried in Newton cemetery. Mrs. Philena Bevans Trusdell is still living in 
Newton. She and her husband were both members of the Presbyterian 
Church, and she so remains at the present time. When Mr. Trusdell died 
he was said to be longer a member of that church than any person then 
living. Benjamin Bevans, born February 28, 1833, married Belinda Clark, 
daughter of Samuel was a meat seller and farmer in Sandyston, and died 
1885. He had one son James. His widow married Elias Merrett and lives 
in Sandyston. Jacob Bevans, born December 24, 1835, was a merchant at 
Port Jervis, New York, and died single March 6, 1870. Edward Bevans, born 

residenCe Of mrs. philena Bevans Trusdell 
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February 1, 1837, married Maria Schooley; was a merchant and farmer, 
and once keeper of the County Alms House. He had children: Barger, and 
Blanche. He moved to Scranton, where his wife died. He married again 
and still lives there. Maria Bevans, daughter of James C. and Maria [105], 
was born January 7, 1839. She married Evi S. Decker, a school teacher 
and merchant, and once in the milk trade in Scranton. She is still living in 
Scranton, and has children, Cora, who is engaged in the Scranton Library; 
Burson, a bookkeeper in a Scranton Bank, and Bevan Decker. James C. 
Bevans, Jr., was born June 22, 1841, and died September 2, the same 
year.
Abram Rosenkrans [106]
Abram Rosenkrans, Son of Colonel Benjamin [047], was born in Walpack, 
N., J, November 11, 1803; married Catharine Ayers, who died without 
issue April 1, 1828, after which he married Lydia Henry, and farmed in 
Walpack, where she died May 15, 1838, leaving five children. February 19, 
1839, he married Elizabeth Bennett, of Sandyston. At the time of his third 

mrs. aBram rOsenkrans 
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marriage he was living on the farm of his brother Elijah in Upper Walpack, 
but left that year and moved to Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, where his 
brother Levi and other relatives had preceded him. In 1853, Abram travelled 
further westward and located near Pawpaw, Lee County, Illinois, as a 
farmer. In 1867, he and his family in company with some others, as his 
son Nicholas informs me, again took up his march westward, and located 
at Marble Rock, Floyd County, Iowa. He farmed there and eventually 
entered into the mercantile business with his son Elijah A., about 1870 
and continued in that business till the close of his life. He died a professed 
Christian November 19, 1889, and left a good name, which is better than 
riches. Like Abraham of old, he had faith in God and went to a far country, 
moving from state to state, but finally rested upon a Rock, not only on 
Marble Rock, but also upon the “Rock of Ages,” in who is found eternal life. 
Elizabeth, his wife, a church member also, lived at Pawpaw, Illinois, with 
her daughter, Mrs. Ida E. Stetler [287], wife of Dr. T.H. Stetler, whose 
residence appears in this book, with Mrs. Elizabeth Rosenkrans sitting by 
the window. She died February 25, 1900, and was buried at Marble Rock, 
Iowa, beside her husband. Abram’s children by his second wife were Henry, 
Hiram, Martha, Andrew H., and Alvin C. By his third wife: Priscilla M., 
Mary Jane, Nicholas, Elijah A., Lester W., and Ida E.
Elijah Rosenkrans [107]
Elijah Rosenkrans, son of Colonel Benjamin [047], was born in Walpack, 
New Jersey, March 11, 1806. He married Maria Smith July 2, 1830, born 
February 9, 1812, daughter of Christian and Mary Smith. In 1831 he 
purchased of his father a farm of 106 acres in Upper Walpack, which he 
sold to Benjamin Youngs, and purchased the farm of 230 acres in Walpack, 
formerly owned by his father-in-law, on the Ridge road above his brother 
Avert, which farm he subsequently sold to Darius Layton. He then moved 
to Flatbrookville, in Lower Walpack, and improved the village by building 
a hotel, storehouse, flouring mill, saw mill and other buildings, keeping 
a hotel there for many years. He owned a farm also in Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, which he sold to Benjamin Youngs, and subsequently 
owned one in Bradford County, Pennsylvania In 1858, Elijah Rosenkrans 
purchased of the writer the property on the eastern corner of Halsted and 
Madison streets, Newton, and moved there 1874, where he remained till 
his death. In front of the dwelling on Halsted Street stand four maple trees 
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which the writer placed there with his own hands in 1863. While living at 
Flatbrookville Elijah’s wife died February 7, 1864, and March 27, 1866, 
he married. Amanda M.F. Vansickle, daughter of Benjamin P., of Peter’s 
Valley, New Jersey, born April 23, 1836, and died in Newton April 12, 
1883. Elijah died November 5, 1885, the day after the writers return from 
Scranton, who watched by his bedside the night before his death. His 
likeness and biography may be found in Everett & Peck’s history of Sussex 
County, with the following record concerning him closing his biography: 
“In his Township he has been honored with most of the offices of trust 
and responsibility in managing its affairs and for many years officiated as 
Justice of the Peace and Assessor.” His children, all by his second wife, 
were Mary V., Hortense, and Sylvia Augusta.
Sallie Rosenkrans [108]
Sallie Rosenkrans, daughter of Colonel Benjamin [047],was born in 
Walpack, New Jersey, April 4, 1808. When fifteen years of age, she told me, 
she went and lived with her aunt Secelia Shaw, sister of her mother, who 
lived in Orange Co, New York, There she was reared and educated under 
strict religious discipline and rare social advantages, which she improved 
in a remarkable manner, becoming a favorite among all her relatives and 
highly esteemed by all who knew her, April 26, 1827, she was married 
at her father’s house in Walpack by Reverend James G. Force, of Peter’s 
Valley, to Everson Wheat, of Orange County, New York, a farmer who 
lived near Howell’s depot, the vicinity of her adopted home. He died May 
4, 1839, leaving her with one promising boy, Salmon, nine years of age. 
Everson Wheat’s children were Salmon, born July 9, 1830, and Hannah 
born February 22, 1834, who died a short time prior to her father’s death, 
March 23, 1839. April 5, 1842, Mrs. Sallie Wheat married James C. Bevans, 
of Sandyston, New Jersey, widower of her sister Maria, and, returning to 
the vicinity of her childhood home, she took charge of the household of her 
departed sister, consisting of eleven children beside her own son, James C. 
Bevans, as already stated in connection with Maria [105], was an extensive 
farmer and merchant, keeping a large dairy of cows, which with the large 
family, rendered the care of the household responsible and difficult But 
she was equal to the emergency, “above one in a thousand.”
Too much can scarcely be said in her praise as a model Christian woman, 
a wife and mother, friend and counselor, She was wise in counsel and 
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prudent in all things, remarkably free from prejudice and always actuated 
by justice. She was tall and dignified, and courteous, always calm and 
reserved, and self-possessed. She had a smile for everyone, but was never 
seen by the writer to indulge in outbursts of laughter. She reminded one 
of Washington with his mild and dignified appearance, and seemed well 
fitted by nature to be the “first lady of the land.” She was fond of her 
kindred and took pleasure in visiting them and receiving them at her own 
home. Having been much in the family of Uncle “Jim” Bevans, and among 
his children, the writer never heard from one of them a word spoken 
disparagingly of “Aunt Sallie,” whose government over them was a righteous 
one, and whose every word was received with reverence and obeyed 
willingly. James C. Bevans, after a long illness, died September 14, 1881. 
Mrs. Sallie Bevans remained on the farm after his death with her son 
Victor E., who purchased and had charge of it, frequently visiting among 
her children and relatives, living to the good old age of 85 years. Of the 
righteous it is said: “With long life will I satisfy him, and show him my 
salvation.” She visited in the writer’s family and related to him many things 
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regarding the elder members; she died January 6, 1894, and was buried 
at Peter’s Valley beside her sister Maria. Salmon Wheat, her eldest child, 
lived with her to early manhood and died June 6, 1848, Robert W. Bevans, 
her third child, was born February 22, 1843, and died June 5, of the same 
year. Hannah Jane Bevans, her fourth child, was born March 27, 1844. 
She married Jacob Vaughan, a farmer near Lafayette, New Jersey. Their 
children were Elmer, engaged in the Newton Shoe Factory; Sadie, who died 
at the Trenton Normal School; James, who attended the State Normal 
School, farmer and factory hand, and Judson, now attending school. 
Salmon W. Bevans, fifth child of Sallie [108], and the second named Salmon, 
was born May 29 1848. He grew to manhood on the farm and at the age of 
twenty-three went west and died at St, Paul, Iowa, October 29, 1872. His 
earthly remains were brought home and deposited in the family burial 
ground at Peter’s Valley, New Jersey. [Bevans P.O.] Victor E. Bevans, sixth 
and last child of Sallie [108], was born February 16, 1851. He lived with 
his parents in charge of the farm and cared for them both in their last 
illness, remaining unmarried till the end, with his mother as mistress of 
the house while she lived. March 29, 1895, he married Mary Hannah, who 
was brought up in the family, and lives at the homestead. As before stated 
he owns also the Colonel Benjamin and the Nicholas Rosenkrans farms, 
now united in one farm in Walpack, and he and his wife Mary are well 
situated for this world, May their provision for the other world be no less 
abundant.
Amanda Rosenkrans [109]
Amanda Rosenkrans, daughter of Major Benjamin [047], was born February 
4, 1811, and married December 24, 1828, Simeon Cole, of Walpack, born 
March 10, 1804. Simeon Cole was a farmer and, in 1836 or ‘37, moved 
to Luzerne County, Pennsylvania and located near Milwaukee, where he 
cleared a farm and lived till 1856, when he settled on a farm near Pawpaw, 
Illinois, In ‘73, he moved to the village of Compton, where he died February 
1, 1889. Amanda suffered long as an invalid, deprived of the comforts of 
health, but she was a trusting Christian and enjoyed the blessing which 
faith brings, the “promise of the life which now is and of that which is to 
come.”
She died December 13, 1892, aged 81 years. She had 11 children as follows: 
Mary Evaline Cole, born in Walpack, New Jersey, December 27, 1829, 
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married December 21, 1848, John Dershimer, in Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, moved to Lee County, Illinois, and died there September 18, 
1863. She had two children, George W., born December 2, 1844, and died 
in 1862, and John W., born September 11, 1853, who married Francis C. 
Phillips, and had children: R. Nelson, and Francis L.Phoebe A., daughter 
of Amanda [109], was born March 13, 1831, and married June 28, 1849, 
Ira Litts, of Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. He was a farmer and moved to 
Lee County, Illinois. Their children are Dora, Alva, Ella M., C.R. and Alwild 
L. Her son Alva Litts married Amy Miller, whose children are Elmo M, 
Lester S., Lewis G., Lottie E., Dora E., 
Guy S., Ella M., Clara R., and Francis F. 
Ella married Litts married Ira D. Saxe. 
Elijah, son of Amanda Cole [109], was 
born April 4, 1833, and while living with 
his uncle Elijah Rosenkrans, in New 
Jersey, died at four years of age, from 
the effects of burning his clothing which 
took fire while alone in the house. 
Sylvenus Cole, son of Amanda, was born 
February 3, 1835, and in Lee County, 
Illinois married Amanda J. Webster, 
October 28, 1866, who was born March 
14, 1844. Sylvenus was a soldier during 
the Civil War in County C., 13th Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, ‘61 to ‘64, and then 
in another Company till the close of the 
war. Report says he is now helplessly 
paralyzed and has a family of six children: 
Dora, Simeon, Henry A., Blanche L., 
Grace, and Charles.
Henry R. Cole, son of Amanda, was born April 4, 1838, and married Martha 
Jones; has two children, Maud, who married Robert A. Holmes, and has 
one son, R. Cole Holmes, and Jennie Cole, born December 9, 1867. Allen 
Cole, son of Amanda, was born January 9, 1842, and married 1869, L. 
Anna Koons, born April 16, 1851. He is a farmer and lives on the homestead 
farm, six miles from Pawpaw, Lee Co, Illinois. His children are one whose 

simeOn COle & wife [109]

131

The Fifth Generation



name is unknown, Lena, Jesse, Nellie, and Irving. Lena married Delos 
Butler, November 12, 1890, and has a daughter Bertie, born 1892. Elisha 
Cole was born January 20, 1844; a soldier, and died in the army, June 27, 
1864. Amanda Melvina was born in Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, 
August 18, 1849, and married in April 1867, J.C. Carnahan. She has five 
children: Arthur G., Albert M., married Pearl, Mallie A., and Harriet L. 
Arthur G. Carnahan married Mattie Palister, and has a son Albert married 
Albert M., son of J.C. Carnahan, married Frances Kelly, and has children: 
Frances and Verna. M. Pearl Carnahan married Benjamin F. Roberts, and 
has a daughter Harriet L. Malle A. Carnahan married Thomas Farr, and has 
a child T. Wylie. Margaret Cole, daughter of Amanda Cole [109], was born 
April 9, 1850; married January 4, 1873, W.J. Miller, and died February 
16, 1877, leaving two children: Floyd C., born March 24, 1874, and Kyle 
C., born May 31, 1876. M. Jennie Cole, the youngest of the children of 
Amanda and Simeon [109], was born November 16, 1852. She had the 
scarlet fever at twelve years of age, and has ever since been an invalid and 
a great sufferer much of the time. She is a devoted Christian, and suffers 
with patience and resignation to the will of God, who she confidently 
believes afflicts her for her spiritual good. In connection with Andrew H. 
Rosenkrans, of Pawpaw, Illinois, she has assisted the writer by furnishing 
many items concerning her father’s family and descendants, and thus 
she has helped as we believe, to confer a benefit upon future generations, 
though a sufferer and confined to the house. She now lives at the Invalid’s 
Home, Madison, Ohio.
Lucinda Rosenkrans [110]
Lucinda Rosenkrans, daughter of Major Benjamin [047], was born 
December 4, 1813, and married Leonard Bell, of Walpack, born April 25, 
1808. He was a son of Robert Bell, of Walpack Centre, who deeded the 
grounds for the old stone “Methodist church,” the first M.E. Church erected 
in Walpack. Leonard was there converted and became a zealous church 
member, remaining such to the close of his life. Lucinda, though formerly 
an attendant of the Reformed Dutch Church, of Peter’s Valley, also became 
a member of the M.E. Church. Leonard died April 3, 1863, and five years 
later Lucinda married James Fuller, of Walpack. She died October 23, 1870. 
She had nine children all by her first husband as follows: David Bell, born 
December 22, 1833, died young. Mary Bell, born July 23, 1835, married 
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John B. Fuller, and has two children. Lester Fuller, a merchant at Walpack 
Centre, who married Lizzie Roe, daughter of Jacob, son of Dr. Thomas 
Roe, and Floyd P. Fuller, born June 18, 1866, who married Catharine 
Rosenkrans, daughter of Alfred [238]. Cemantha Bell, born October 19, 
1836, died August 29, 1847. Maria Bell, born August 12, 1838, probably 
died young. John Bell, born June 3, 1840, died at four years of age. Elijah 
Ball, born June 19, 1842, died May 15, 1868. Salmon W. Bell, son of 
Leonard and Lucinda [110], was born November 8, 1845, and married 
Sarah J. Berk, December 17, 1868, daughter of John, who purchased 
the lower Shappanack farm, son of Henry Berk. John Berk’s widow still 
lives in the stone residence which appears in this book and furnished the 
picture from which it was taken [see No. 13]. Salmon W, owns and lives on 
the homestead farm of his father, and owns the Marvin farm above, at the 
crossing of Flatbrook, in Sandyston. His children are Coray, who married 
a daughter of Joseph Hornbeck, and Ernest, married Margaret Bell, the 
last daughter, but not the least, of the children of Leonard and Lucinda 
[110], born April 17, 1848, was a school teacher while single, and married 
December 31, 1873, Joseph C. Warner, of Sandyston, born February 24, 
1850, son of Daniel Warner. Joseph C. and Margaret live comfortably on 
their farm near Hainesville, and are enterprising and progressive. They 
have children, Claudie, who departed this life, Maud, Marian and Flavius. 
Miss Maud Marian Warner is a graduate of the Trenton Normal School, and 
a very successful school teacher, now teaching at Clifton, near Paterson, 
New Jersey. Benjamin Bell, son of Leonard, born April 24, 1850, died at 
two years of age.
Anson Rosenkrans [111]
Anson Rosenkrans, son of Major Benjamin, was born May 22, 1815, and 
died young.
Margaret Rosenkrans [112]
Margaret Rosenkrans, fourteenth and last child of Major Benjamin [047] 
and Margaret, was born February 28, 1817; she was not only the last born, 
but the last also to depart this life. At the age of sixteen she married Daniel 
Knight, son of Peter, born August 6, 1811. He lived on a part of his father’s 
farm adjoining that of his father-in-law for many 3 ears, and about 1850 
purchased a farm on Flatbrook, below Walpack Centre. He was helpless 
for several years, and died about 1890. Margaret died in 1896, and was 
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buried at the Dutch Reformed Church, at Peter’s Valley, where she was 
a member, and where her father was buried. The writer attended her 
funeral, and with her burial saw the last on earth of the fourteen children 
of Major Benjamin and Margaret Rosenkrans. Thus we come and go, this 
world being but a brief stopping place and probationary in the journey 
of life, and important as to results since our spiritual condition at death 
determines our condition as to progress and happiness in the great and 
endless hereafter. “If the tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, 
in the place where the tree falleth there it shall be.” Daniel and Margaret 
had children as follows: Andrew Knight, eldest son of Daniel and Margaret 
[112], was born in Walpack, New Jersey, December 1, 1834. He married 
Celesta Kintner, daughter of Peter and Amanda, and is a farmer, having 
farmed in Montague, Walpack and Sandyston. His wife was for many years 
an invalid confined to her bed by nervous prostration, and was helpless. 
She died 1897. Andrew Knight has three children. Floyd Knight, his son, 
was in the laundry business at Lynchburg, Va., and recently purchased 
the John Youngs farm in Sandyston on which his father now lives. He 
was in business in Lynchburg with Albert S. Rosenkrans [512]. They sold 
out their business recently, and he is now stopping in Newton (January 
1900). Bert Knight, son of Andrew and Celesta, is a farmer and married 
Fannie VanNess. Peter Knight, the third and youngest son of Andrew and 
Celesta, married Lillie Shay, and is a farmer. Albert Knight, son of Daniel 
and Margaret [112], was born in Walpack, November 19, 1836. He married 
January 11, 1866, Hannah G. Bunnell, daughter of Gersham, of Walpack, 
and settled on a farm on the River or “Old Mine Road” in lower Walpack. He 
has four children: Anna Evaline Knight born May 15, 1867, who married 
1895, Reeves Swartwout, and lives in Branchville, New Jersey. Frank 
Seymour Knight, his second son, was born June 24, 1868, and married 
1893 Eva Townsend. Andrew J. Knight, son of Albert, was born September 
21, 1870, and died unmarried. John I. Blair Knight, son of Albert and 
Hannah G., was born March 25, 1872. Emaline Knight, daughter of Daniel 
and Margaret, was born January 16, 1838, and died August 25, 1890. Elijah 
Knight was born May 28, 1840, and died at two years of age. Elisha Knight, 
son of Margaret [112], was born August 3, 1841, and married Josephine 
Wood, daughter of John Wood, of Port Jervis, New York He lived in Port 
Jervis, and sold groceries and vegetables from a delivery wagon, and died 
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there April 12, 1898, leaving a wife and one son. Benjamin Knight, son of 
Daniel and Margaret, was born in Walpack, November 20, 1844, married 
February 21, 1877, Margaret J. Aber, of Sandyston, and is a farmer living 
at East Walpack Centre. His children are Martin R., born January 5, 1878, 
and Allen S., born May 24, 1879. Emma Margaret Knight, daughter of 
Margaret, was born March 19, 1850. Peter P. Knight, son of Daniel and 
Margaret, was born December 6, 1851. He married June 1894, Emma 
Staley, of Stillwater, then a widow Tyrone. He purchased the farm formerly 
owned by his father below Walpack Centre, and lives thereon. Alice D. 
Knight, youngest child of Daniel and Margaret [112], was born April 25, 
1861, married May 24, 1883, Nathaniel VanAuken, son of Bowdewine, a 
farmer on the River road in Walpack, whose children are reported to be, 
Arthur, born June 12, 1885, and Hildah, born December 7, 1897.

Simeon Rosenkrans [049] and Sarah Shoemaker had twelve children.

Belinda Rosenkrans [113]
Belinda Rosenkrans, eldest child of Dr. Simeon was born in Walpack, New 
Jersey, March 13, 1800. She married Daniel Nyce, probably of Sussex, 
while her father lived in Walpack, prior to his going to Steuben County. 
They lived for a time in Steuben County and moved to Michigan. Mrs. H.M. 
Bailey, of Cohocton, reports that some of their children went to Florida. 
Their names are given as Sarah Elizabeth, Simeon, George, Hannah, Maria, 
and Hiram, twins. It was reported also that a descendant of Belinda Nyce, 
Charles R., was living at Washington, Kansas.
Oliver Rosenkrans [114]
Oliver Rosenkrans, second child of Dr. Simeon, was born 1801, and died 
in infancy. 
James Oliver Rosenkrans [115]
James Oliver Rosenkrans, son of Dr. Simeon, was born at the stone 
residence in Walpack, June 3, 1803. He married March 3, 1824, Susanna 
VanCampen, born November 6, 1805, daughter of James VanCampen 
and Cecelia Decker, who lived in the Colonel Abraham VanCampen stone 
residence at Shoemaker’s Ferry, eleven miles below. James was probably 
a grandson of Colonel Abraham. James Oliver was a farmer and settled 
on a farm at White Water, Wisconsin, where he died May 5, 1883. His wife 
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Susanna died there September 1, 1892. Some of the family including his 
daughter Mary, who reported the above particulars, still live there. His 
children were Sarah, Cecelia R., Simeon D., Anson C., and Mary.
Dr. Henry S. Rosenkrans [116]
Dr. Henry S. Rosenkrans, son of Dr. Simeon (049), was born in Walpack, 
New Jersey, 1805. David Hossack, his son, of Newark, New Jersey, reported 
that his father studied medicine in New York with Dr. David Hossack for 
whom he was named, and located at Hamburg, New Jersey, as a physician 
about 1825. He married Mary Sharp, of Wantage, 1829. Mary Sharp was 
born March 11, 1806, daughter of Joseph Sharp, a large land owner, of 
Wantage. In 1841 Dr. Henry S. went to New York City and there practiced 
medicine. In 1845 he came into possession of a farm in Wantage inherited 
by his wife where he moved and lived for a while. He sold the farm and 
moved to Newton and remained there about two years, then went to Newark 
and died May 20, 1868. His wife Mary died January 21, 1878. His children 
were David Hossack, Joseph Sharp, Helen M., Mary Estelle, and Sarah 
Elizabeth.
Simeon Rosenkrans [117]
Simeon Rosenkrans, son of Dr. Simeon, was born in Walpack, New Jersey, 
1807. He married February 12, 1832, Mary Zimmerman, of Smithfield, 
Pennsylvania, opposite Walpack, on the Delaware, and 1834 moved to 
Steuben County, New York, on a farm at Avoca, near Cohocton, where his 
father settled a few years later. He succeeded well as a farmer and died 
May 22, 1872. His wife Mary outlived him, and is spoken of by Mrs. A.E. 
White [196] as a superior woman and a benevolent Christian, who greatly 
assisted the Presbyterian Church, of the place, by contributions and gifts. 
Simeon’s children were Samuel, Louisa, and Henry.
John Rosenkrans [118]
John Rosenkrans, son Of Dr. Simeon, was born in the stone house near 
Walpack Centre, January 1, 1809. He kept store in his father’s house 
for a short time, and then moved his store to the village of Peter’s Valley, 
three miles above. I used to hear my father when I was a small boy, tell an 
incident concerning John’s clerk, whom, when he was going away, he told 
to salt the eggs in order to preserve them. Being inexperienced in preserving 
eggs and knowing but one way of salting them he removed the shells to 
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the great surprise of his employer. A person still living that remembers 
the store kept by John Rosenkrans, thinks the clerk was his own brother. 
After removing his store to Peter’s Valley (Be-vans P.O.,) which was one 
and a half miles from my father’s house, John had the misfortune 1836 of 
losing the store and a quantity of money by fire. An old file of the Sussex 
Register, of Newton, New Jersey, February, 1836, contains the following 
item: “On February 16, the storehouse of John Rosenkrants, at Peter’s 
Valley was burned with all its contents including $700 or $800 in money.” 
After the loss of his store 1836, John must have gone directly to Dover, 
Ohio, as he was married there 1837 to Mary Johnson, daughter of The 
Honorable Leverett Johnson of Dover. His son, Henry J. Rosencrans, of 
Kansas City, Mo., reports that his father from 1838-53 lived in different 
places in Walworth County, Wisconsin, as merchant, farmer, and grower 
of fruit trees and fruit. In ‘53 he went to Beloit, Wisconsin, where his wife 
died 1854. In 1856 John married Mary Perkins of Beloit, who died there 
1864. He then moved to Clarksville, Iowa, and 1865 married Mrs. Mary 
A, Stewart, of Shell Rock, Iowa. In 1866 he moved to Waverly, where he 
died August 17, 1886. In December ‘97, Mary A., his widow, was still living 
at Waverly as reported by Henry J., who 
gives to his father the following tribute 
of praise. He says, “My father was a 
Deacon in the Congregational Church 
and always lived a very consistent life, 
and tried to inculcate the same principles 
in his children. John’s children, all by 
his first wife, were Helen P., Florence 
L., Henry J., Lucian I., and Lucius S., 
twins, S. Amelia, Miles M., and Otto G.
Charick Rosencrantz [119]
Charick Rosencrantz, son of Dr. Simeon, 
was born in Walpack, New Jersey, 1811. 
He married July 7, 1844, Maria Hopper, 
perhaps of Hohokus, New Jersey, where 
his uncle, Dr. Elijah RoseGrant, lived, 
and where his father had lived for a short 
time and himself also after marriage. JOhn rOsenkrans [118]
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Charick’s son, John J., reports that he lived there 1845-50 during which 
time his children were born. We are informed by another that he was a 
traveling agent or salesman for some time and then real estate agent. Mrs. 
H.M. Bailey [316], of Cohocton, New York, reports that Charick was 
accidentally killed by a team of horses at Poughkeepsie, October 25, 1860. 
His children were Louis, John Jacob, and Margaret. His widow Maria is yet 
living with her son John J. Rosencrantz at Cranford, New Jersey, aged 91 
years.
Samuel S. Rosenkrans [120]
Samuel S. Rosenkrans, son of Dr. Simeon 
[117], was born in Sussex County, 
New Jersey, July 25, 1813. He went to 
Cohocton, Steuben County, New York, 
1838, and there married September 10, 
1840, Melissa Davis, born August 24, 
1823. Melissa is a daughter of Daniel 
H. Davis, whose mother was a sister to 
Colonel Ethan Allen, of Revolutionary 
fame. Daniel H. Davis was born in Conn 
and came to Cohocton, where Melissa 
was born. After marriage Samuel S. 
Rosenkrans went to Jackson County, 
Michigan, as a farmer, but the climate not 
being suitable, he returned to Cohocton, 
where after the death of his father 1841 
he purchased the homestead farm. In 
1860 he sold it and engaged in hotel 
keeping in Cohocton, but eventually 
left the hotel and retired to his home at 
Cohocton, where he served the public for many years it is said, in positions 
of public trust. He died March 30, 1881. It is reported that he was a 
practical Christian but not a church member. With commendable love for 
her parents and pride in her grandfather’s family, Mrs. H.M. Bailey [316] 
writes as follows concerning them, “I am a great lover of our own family, for 
with only one or two exceptions they are a family to be proud of. It was an 
acknowledged fact that my grandfather’s, Dr. Simeon Rosenkrans’ family, 
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taking them one and all, was the handsomest and most intelligent family. 
The girls were more than ordinary handsome and the men fine specimens 
of manhood. My father, Samuel Rosenkrans, was a tall, well-built man, 
of fine physique, and in his younger days a handsomer man was hard 
to find.” Of her mother she says: “My mother, Mrs. Samuel Rosenkrans, 
was born in Cohocton, New York, August 24, 1823, and is still living in 
our old home in this village only about forty rods from my present home. 
She is now well along in years, being nearly seventy-four years old, and 
as well as preserved woman of her age as you probably ever saw, and the 
greatest happiness I know is in visiting her every day.” Samuel’s children 
were Helen Balinda, Harriet Maria, Sarah Elizabeth, Charles Melvin, Ann 
Moore, and Mary Louise.
Margaret D.W. Rosenkrans [121]
Margaret D.W. Rosenkrans, daughter of Dr. Simeon, was born in Walpack, 
New Jersey, August 18, 1815. She married in Steuben County, New York, 
March 18, 1841, Paul C. Cook, born September 15, 1792. He served as 
County Clerk for some years and died at Bath July 11, 1865. She died 
without issue and she and her husband were buried in the Grove Cemetery 
at Bath.
Julia Maria Rosenkrans [122]
Julia Maria Rosenkrans, born in Sussex County, New Jersey, February 16, 
1817, married March 3, 1842, Daniel Raymond, of Steuben County. They 
lived at Cohocton till 1855, then went to Michigan, near Tecumseh. Mrs. 
Melissa D. Rosenkrans [120], and her daughter, Mrs. H.M. Bailey [316], 
who have furnished information concerning Dr. Simeon’s family report that 
from Tecumseh the family moved to Sorento, Florida, where Julia Maria 
died October 27, 1822. They had four children born at Cohocton, Amzi 
Cook Raymond born July 13, 1843, and went to Idaho, there married Mary 
Lamb and had three children: Ray, Harry, and Irving. Francis D. Raymond 
born November 1, 1851, married at Sorento, Florida, Barbara Pitt, who bore 
him three children: Ira M., Charles and Inez Gertrude, reported as living 
at N. Yokima, Washington. Irving Raymond, born in Steuben County, New 
York, January 28, 1853, married at Tecumseh, Michigan, Sarah Gilbert, 
went to Florida and died November 12, 1891. Ida married Raymond, born 
July 22, 1855, remained single and when reported lived at 6446 Hanover 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 
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Charles Jayne Rosenkrans [123]
Charles Jayne Rosenkrans, son of Dr. Simeon, was born in New Jersey 
1820. He married at Cohocton Catharine Raymond. He was a harness 
maker by trade and moved to Tecumseh, Michigan, and there died 1876. 
He had children, C. Webb and Edward.
Ann Catharine Rosenkrans [124]
Ann Catharine Rosenkrans, twelfth and last child of Dr. Simeon Rosenkrans 
[117] and Sarah Shoemaker, was born in Walpack, New Jersey, September 
3, 1823. At Cohocton she married Andrew W. Moore, a merchant of Lebanon 
Corner, N, Y., April 13, 1844. She died at Utica, May 12, 1861, and was 
buried at Cohocton. Her son, and only child, Charles Henry Moore, born 
November 16, 1847, married Lucy Cook, of Wayne, New York He lives at 
Bath, according to reports, and has one son Charles, Moore, in a printing 
office, at Washington, D. C.

Jacobus Rosenkrans [055] and Maria Hornbeck had three children.

Betsy Rosenkrans [125]
Betsy Rosenkrans, daughter of Jacobus, was born at Rosetown, 
Pennsylvania, about 1771 and married Manuel Brink. No further records.
Lena Rosenkrans [126]
Lena Rosenkrans, daughter of Jacobus, or James [055], was born at 
Rosetown about 1773, married February 17, 1791, Martynus Cole, father 
of Jacobus Cole, the father of Judge Martin Cole, of Montague. Martynus 
Cole is said to have built the first frame dwelling in Montague, the others 
at that time having been built of logs or stone.
Catharine Rosenkrans [127]
Catharine Rosenkrans, born at Rosetown. Pennsylvania, about 1775, 
married Daniel Decker and secondly Crissey Bull. Her children by D. Decker 
were Lena and Roanna, The latter married John D. Everitt, of Sandyston, 
and had children, Caty Jane, Daniel, Isaac, Martin, Robert, and Allen. 
Caty Jane Everitt married John B, Layton, father of Joseph E. Layton, 
of Branchville, New Jersey, and of Daniel Davis Layton, of Susquehanna 
County Pennsylvania Catharine’s children by C. Bull were Rosenkrans 
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C. Bull, Hannah, who married Henry Mott, of Milford, and Maria, who 
married Eli VanInwagen, of Port Jervis.

Captain Daniel Rosencrants [059] and Catrina Cole had six children.

James or Jacobus Rosecrons [128]
James or Jacobus Rosecrons, eldest son of Captain Daniel Rosencrants, 
was baptized at Minisink, New Jersey, November 25, 1766. He was taken 
by his parents to the Wyoming Valley, Pennsylvania, 1767, and returned 
with his mother after his father’s capture by the Indians, to New Jersey, 
1776. After his father’s death and the close of the war he returned with his 
mother and the other children to Wyoming. When the place was disposed 
of by his mother they all returned to Sussex County, New Jersey, where 
he married Mary Walling, about 1797 and settled in Wantage. His home 
was near the State line, in the vicinity of Unionville, New York, and was 
probably the former home of his parents, Daniel and Catharine. James 
dealt in real estate, and from the land records, as well as the church, we 
have gathered a portion of his history. He was married three times, and 
had children by two of his wives. His second wife was Mary Loring and his 
third Sarah Roy. He lived in Sussex County all his life, while his brothers 
left the county, and all except John D., went to Delaware County, Ohio, 
as well as his sister Catharine. In 1803 James purchased land of James 
Walling. In 1805 he and his wife Mary sold real estate to H. Coykendall 
and to P. Vansickle. In 1816 to Jacob Rosenkrans, his brother. In 1818 
James and Sarah Roy, his third wife, sold to Joseph Chandler, in 1830 to 
John Roy, and 1834 to Jane Post. From the above records it is evident that 
his second wife Mary Loring died between 1816 and1818. The time of Mary 
Walling’s death was probably soon after the birth of Benjamin, her last 
child, 1804. James made a will 1831 and added a codicil 1833, and died 
1836, appointing as executors John Bonnell and Andrew Wilson. His wife, 
Sarah Roy, was still living, as he bequeathed to her among other things 
“the choice of the rooms in the house, one cow, two beds and bedding, 
and a sufficiency of household goods to set out her room, and the old 
bay mare and harness and wagon, together so long as she should remain 
his widow.” The farm he deeded to and divided between his two sons, 
giving to Benjamin `the north part sixty-seven acres according to a given 
survey, and to Daniel the south part eighty acres subject to the widow’s 
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dower.” The will of James, which is dated May 30, 1831 is signed “James 
Rosecrants” and witnessed by Andrew Wilson, James Pool and Dewitt C. 
Wilson. The codicil dated November 20, 1833, is signed “James Rosecrons” 
and witnessed by W.J. Wilson, Caleb Pittsley and Daniel Wilson, The will 
was proved at Newton before Grant Fitch, Surrogate, June 15, 1836, and 
recorded Book C., p. 182, He was a member of the Orange Baptist Church, 
Minisink Township, Orange County, New York His children by Mary Walling 
were James, Phebe, Amy and Benjamin. By Mary Loring, Daniel.
John D. Rosenkrans [129]
John D. Rosenkrans, son Captain Daniel [050], was born in Wyoming, 
Pennsylvania, October 5, 1769. After his father’s capture by the Indians 
in ‘76 he with the rest of the family returned to Sussex County and when 
grown to manhood near the State line he married Elizabeth Whittaker, born 
1774, and as informed by his daughter, Mrs. Amanda Joslyn, located on 
a farm in Minisink Township, Orange County, New York, near Westtown. 
In 1819 he left there and settled on a farm near Batavia, Genesee County, 
where he died January 10, 1851. His wife died September 14, 1853. His 
children were Catharine, John W., Daniel, Jesse, Elizabeth J., Amanda, 
and James.
Josiah Rosekrans [130]
Josiah Rosekrans, son of Captain Daniel [059], was born in Wyoming 
Valley, 1771. Following the fortunes and the removals of his mother he 
was raised mainly in Wantage, Sussex County, New Jersey, but with the 
majority of his father’s family moved to Delaware County, Ohio. But little 
definite knowledge has been gained concerning him but Mr. C.P. Dwinnell, 
of Potter, Delaware County, Ohio, reported 1893 that Josiah raised a family 
of children in Ohio among whom were Lorin, Mortimer, Catharine and 
Hannah, that he lived in Delaware County, but went to Kalamazoo County 
where he died. Mrs. Amanda Joslyn, of Batavia, New York, reported 1893 
that Josiah’s son Lorin once visited at her father’s house while on his way 
to New Jersey and that his brother Mortimer was at West Point Academy, 
taken sick and started for home and died at Detroit before reaching home.
Daniel Rosecrans [131]
Daniel Rosecrans, son of Captain Daniel [059], was born in Wyoming 
County [then Luzerne] Pennsylvania, 1773. After his father’s capture in ‘76 
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he was brought by his mother through the wilderness to New Jersey, then 
to Wyoming again and back to Sussex where in Wantage, near the State 
line, he grew to manhood. At the age of twenty, as reported by Mrs. Lily 
Rosecrans Toole [855], of Helena, Montana, he returned to Luzerne County 
and married 1793 Thankful Wilcox, at Wilkes-Barre. She reports that he 
went to Delaware County, Ohio, 1808, purchased a farm and in connection 
with his farming practiced medicine. The land records of Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, as reported by Mr. O.J. Harvey, historian of the Nesbitt 
family, show that Daniel Rosecrants purchased of D. Stadford for $700 170 
acres of land on Horseshoe Neck in the district of Tunkhannock adjoining 
lands of John Rosecrants, March 15, 1802, and the Ohio land records 
as reported by J.P. Wintermute, of Delaware, show that he purchased 
land in Kingston Township, Delaware County, Ohio, of Joseph Patrick, 
June 20, 1816. The first record may be at the State capitol. He eventually 
sold the farm in Delaware County and moved to Licking County, where 
he died 1849, his wife having died there 1840. Daniel sold land to Daniel 
Rosacrans, Jr., 1825, and to a Mr. Austin 1832. The farm on which he 
first settled was afterward owned by his son Crandall and on that farm 
Crandall’s son, General William Stark Rosecrans was born 1819. In ‘34 
the farm was purchased by John Rosecrans, son of Isaac [135], and John’s 
son Samuel L. Rosecrans owned and lived on it in March 1895 when a letter 
was received from him. He says, “…the farm owned by Daniel contained 92 
acres. I have no deed back of the one given to my father in 1834.” Daniel 
probably sold to his son Crandall who lived on it 1819. Daniel’s children 
were Crandall, Parmenus, Jacob, Daniel, James, Judge Marmaduke P., 
Elizabeth, Deziah, Catharine and another not named, who probably died 
young.
Catharine E Rosenkrans [132]
Catharin.E Rosenkrans, daughter of Captain Daniel and Catharine Cole, 
was born in Wyoming County, Pennsylvania, about 1775. She was brought 
up in Wantage Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, and there married 
Paul Stark by whom she had eight children. After his death she married 
Edward Culver, and moved to Delaware County, Ohio. Her children by 
her first husband as reported by Mr. C.P. Dwinnell, of Potter, Ohio, were 
Almond, Nathaniel, George, Sarah, James, Henry, Paul and Phebe, and by 
her second husband. Stephen Culver. She lived near Sunbury, Delaware 
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County, and in ‘93, all her children were said to have departed this life 
except Stephen.
Jacob Rosecrans [133]
Jacob Rosecrans, son and youngest child of Captain Daniel [059], was 
baptized at Minisink Dutch Reformed Church, Sussex County, New 
Jersey, June 1, 1777. This was soon after the return of his parents from 
Pennsylvania, after his father’s capture, 1776. From the Sussex land 
records and from Ohio we learn that Jacob’s wife was named Sarah, but her 
family name has not been learned. It is said that Jacob had a second wife 
named Rachel Hogden, and had children: LaFayette, Crandall, Lucinda, 
Josiah and Stephen; that Jacob after living in Delaware County removed 
to Morrow County and died there. Except for James, Jacob remained in 
Sussex County longer than any of his brothers and he was one of the 
executors of his mother’s estate as named in her will. He purchased land 
of Martin Ryerson in Wantage, New Jersey, 1809, and of his brother 
James, 1816. Jacob and Sarah sold land to Jacob Vansickle, 1816, and to 
Stephen Arnold, Jr., September 20, 1817. This seems to have been his last 
sale in Sussex, and he probably went to Ohio soon after, being the last of 
the family to go there, and the third Jacob Rosecrans known in Delaware 
County Ohio, Mrs. Lily R. Toole, of Montana, daughter of General W.S. 
Rosecrans, in writing from her father’s ranch, near Los Angeles, Cal., in ‘94, 
says concerning the family in Ohio: “My father remembers his Uncle Jake, 
and in addition recalls two middle aged men when he was a boy, Jersey 
Jake and Taylor Jake, the latter having married in the Taylor family.” Mr. 
C.P. Dwinnell, of Delaware County, Ohio, in a letter, 1895, also speaks 
of three Jakes who formerly lived in that county, “little Jake, Taylor Jake 
and Jersey Jake,” who were thus nicknamed in order to distinguish them. 
Little Jake was probably the son of Daniel Rosecrans and Thankful Wilcox; 
Taylor, Jake, who married Polly Taylor, was the son or John Rosecrans, 
and Maria Rosa, and Jersey Jake, recently from New Jersey, was the son of 
Captain Daniel Rosencrants and Catharine, of Revolutionary days, whose 
adventures and experiences in ‘76 were strange and startling. 
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John Rosecrans [062] and Maria Rosa had five children.

Abraham Rosecrans [134]
Abraham Rosecrans, son of John [062], was born in Orange County, New 
York about 1771, where his father was a soldier of the Revolution. Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, John and Rebecca followed in the footsteps of their father 
John. They accompanied him to Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, and to 
Delaware County, Ohio. We have not the date of Abraham’s purchase in 
Pennsylvania, but the Wilkes-Barre records show that he sold land on 
Horse Shoe Neck, Putnam Township, Luzerne County (now Wyoming) 
to James Stark for $180, May 1, 1807. About the year 1805, Abraham, 
while living in Pennsylvania, married Susan Patrick and as reported by 
his daughter Mrs. Mahala Winterbotham, of Michigan City, through her 
son-in-law, Mr. John G. Mott, he moved to Ohio, 1811, where she was 
born the same year. We have not learned the Christian name of Susan 
Patrick’s father, but in 1816, Daniel Rosecrans [131] purchased land of 
one Joseph Patrick, in Delaware County, who was probably her father. 
Abraham purchased in Ohio of his father, 1812, having moved there as 
before stated in 1811. He lived there forty years, a wilderness life at first, 
and 1851 removed to Illinois, locating on a farm near Charleston, Coles 
County, where he died 1861. His children, as reported by Mr. John G. Mott, 
of Michigan City, were Calista, Zerua, Miranda, Mahala, Maria, Elizabeth, 
Almon, Sophronia, Charles and Susan.
Isaac Rosecrans [135]
Isaac Rosecrans, son of John [062], was born in Orange County, New York, 
January 22, 1782. The baptisms of his father’s family have not been found 
in the church records, but reports from his descendants in the West have 
been received concerning his family and especially from his grandchildren, 
Mrs. Mary E. Cox, [699] of Elwood, Neb., and from G.W. White [364], of 
Kansas. At the close of the eighteenth century, as before stated, Isaac 
with his father and his brothers went to Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, 
and about the year 1803 married Mary Taylor, and purchasing land there 
commenced the clearing of a farm and the rearing of a family and Isaac, 
the brother of Abraham, raised a much larger one than did Isaac, the son 
of Abraham. Isaac had three wives and eighteen children and lived in the 
several states of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Illinois. According to 
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the Luzerne County records, Isaac on June 20. 1806, in company with 
his brother John, Jr., purchased of John Arnold 300 acres of land on the 
Susquehanna, Putnam Township, adjoining lands of John Rosecrants, his 
father, for which they paid $770, and the next year, July 7, 1807, Isaac 
purchased his brother’s one-half interest for $385. But his father went 
to Ohio and purchased land in Delaware County 1810, being the first of 
the name to purchase in that county. Isaac was the second, buying there 
1811 and moving the following year. He purchased of Stanberry & Dayton, 
March 1, 1811. Mary Taylor, his first wife, was born March 10, 1782, and 
died in Ohio November 20, 1816, leaving nine children. In 1817 he married 
Hulda Agerd, born March 18, 1792. She died 1828, leaving four children. 
In 1829 he married Lucy Taylor and 1834 or ‘37 left Ohio and located on 
a farm near Ashton, Ogle County, Illinois, with a family of at least fifteen 
children. Abraham and Isaac kept well together in the journey of life in 
going from New York to Pennsylvania, to Ohio and to Illinois, in which 
State he was buried. Isaac died 1852 on a farm three miles from Ashton. 
Almond W. Rosecrans [709], a grandson and merchant in Ashton, reported 
1897, that the Isaac Rosecrans farm was then owned and occupied by one 
William Hunt. His children by his first wife were Diana, Sallie, Catharine, 
John, Dorsin, Mary T., Hiram, Rebecca, and Isaac. By his second wife 
Crandall, Lucy Ann, William Champlin, and Huldah M. By his third wife: 
Newton, Eliza Ann, Russell, Benjamin, and Philo.
Jacob Rosecrans [136]
Jacob Rosecrans, son of John [062], was born in Orange County, New 
York, about 1783, and married 1812. In 1798, with his father and his 
brethren in Pennsylvania he purchased 260 acres of land in Hanover 
Division, Luzerne County, which he claimed 1802, it being government 
land. Thence he went to Ohio, but of the time we have no record. Mrs. 
Permelia Stockwell [386], of Sunbury; reported something concerning him, 
but the information received is very scant. The name of his first wife is said 
to have been Hillman, who had a son George. His second wife was Polly 
Taylor, and as noticed in connection with Jacob [133] was called Taylor 
Jake. His children by his second wife were Chester, John, Wesley, Alpheus 
Bigalow, Jane, Permelia, born 1821; Emily and Sarah Maria.
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John Rosecrans [137]
John Rosecrans, son of John [049], was born in Orange County, New 
York, 1785; purchased 300 acres on the Susquehanna, Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, in company with Isaac, 1806, and sold to Isaac 1807; went 
to Delaware County, Ohio, thence to Terre-Haute, Indiana, about 1820 
where he died leaving two children, a son and a daughter. Mr. John G. 
Mott, of Michigan City, reports that Mrs. Mahala Winterbotham says that 
John Rosecrans, her uncle, went to Terre-Haute when she was a little 
girl and died there, leaving two children. His widow married again. A son 
of his was a soldier in the War Between the States, and in a hospital in 
Columbus, Ohio, where he was visited by Mahala’s sister.
Rebecca Rosecrans [138]
Rebecca Rosecrans, daughter of John [049], married and is said to have 
had a daughter Eliza and a son William Henry living in Elgin, Illinois, 
1894.
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Isaac Rosenkrans [066] and Polly Brink had seven children.

Elizabeth Rosenkrans [139]
Elizabeth Rosenkrans, daughter of Isaac Rosenkrans, was born in 
Sandyston, Sussex County, New Jersey, 1810; brought up in the Township 
of Stillwater and married Jacob Staley. They located on a farm three miles 
northwest of the village of Stillwater, where she died April 1881, and her 
husband having died prior to that date. Her mother spent her last days 
at her house, and died there. Her three children were Hampton Staley, 
who married Samantha Bale; James Hartwell Staley, born September 22, 
1836, and married Elizabeth Lanterman, a school teacher, December 24, 
1874. She was a daughter of Abram Lanterman, of Blairstown, born at 
Blairstown, and sister of Albert Lanterman, of Mandan, North Dakota. 
James Hartwell farmed the homestead farm for several years, and went 
to Fisher, Minnesota, 1879, where he kept a meat market, and died 
December 22, 1891. His remains were accompanied by Albert Lanterman 
and buried at Blairstown, New Jersey In 1897, Elizabeth, his widow, was 
with her mother at Hillsboro, North Dakota, but at the present writing 
is at Blairstown, New Jersey Catharine Emaline Staley, third child, died 
unmarried.
Lucinda Rosenkrans [140]
Lucinda Rosenkrans, daughter of Isaac [066], was born 1812 and died 
young.
Garrett Rosenkrans [141]
Garrett Rosenkrans, son of Isaac [066], was born in Sandyston, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, June 8, 1813. He married in Stillwater April 4, 1835, 
Mary Ann Hendershot. He purchased of the heirs the homestead farm 
after his father’s death, on which he lived till after his wife’s death, but is 
now (January 1900) living among his children, being eighty-seven years of 
age and nearly blind. His children were Isaac, Jacob H., Joseph H., Bison 
S., Edgar, H. Ophelia, Jessie H., and Catharine.
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Lydia Rosenkrans [142]
Lydia Rosenkrans, daughter of Isaac [066], was born 1815 and married 
Joseph Harker, who moved to Iowa soon after marriage, settling on a farm 
near Muscatine. Their children are said to be Theodore, Edward, Jane, 
who married Thomas Parker, and Mary, who married a Mr. Smith. Some 
of the family it is said have gone further west.
Susan Rosenkrans [143]
Susan Rosenkrans, born 1817 married Jacob Predmore, a farmer, who 
lived near Swartswood, Stillwater Township New Jersey Her children were 
Jacob Predmore, died, 1874, Susan, died 1890. Their son Garrett married 
Agnes Cummins and lives in Newton, New Jersey Annett, the second child 
of Susan, was born July 6, 1840, married Joseph Hendershot, born 1839, 
who lived on Mill Street, Newton, and died 1894. He was a public crier 
and dealer in real estate. Her children were Lillian who married Joseph 
McDanolds, merchant at Rockaway, New Jersey, Martha, who married 
Theodore Dennis, a lawyer at Hamburg, New Jersey, and Edna, who 
married A.B. Unger, a clothier. Frank Predmore, son of Susan, married 
Emma Staley and lives in Newark — has a son Harry. Amanda Predmore, 
daughter of Susan married Oliver Ayers, a farmer who went to Muscatine, 
Iowa, had children: Ida and Grace.
Lucy D. Rosenkrans [144]
Lucy D. Rosenkrans, daughter of Isaac [066], was born in Sandyston 
Township, New Jersey, July 27, 1843, married John Johnson, a farmer, 
who settled on a farm at Marksboro, Warren County, New Jersey He 
subsequently kept store at Andover where he died. Mrs. Lucy D. Johnson 
has one son Robert Johnson, born June 2, 1845, married February 22, 
1871, Marcella VanHorn born March 31, 1847, and is a lawyer living in 
Newton, New Jersey Robert has a daughter Lucy Johnson born October 
3, 1873. She and her mother are members of the Presbyterian Church, 
Newton and of the choir. She is cashier in a Newton store.
Catharine Rosenkrans [145]
Catharine Rosenkrans born 1821 was a school teacher and married Andrew 
Grover, of Romeo, Michigan, and there died June 27, 1853. Andrew Grover 
was born in Sussex County, New Jersey, son of John Grover, of Stillwater 
Township, and brother of Elizabeth Grover, wife of Jeptha Wintermute, of 
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Wintermute, New Jersey, father of Mary Catharine W Wintermute, second 
wife of the compiler of this work. After Catharine’s death Andrew Grover 
married Miss M. Condit, sister of Reverend T.B. Condit, of Stillwater, New 
Jersey. He died at Romeo about 1880 and his widow still resides there.

Asa Rosenkrans [068] and Jane Cole had nine children.

Horace Rosenkrans [146]
Horace Rosenkrans, son of Asa, was born in Sandyston Township, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, November 15, 1810. At the age of 23 he accompanied 
his parents to Steuben County, New York, and 1837 to Illinois, on a farm 
near Elgin, He married February 22, 1838, Maria Ingersoll and followed 
farming ten miles from Elgin where he died November 29, 1893, As reported 
by his sister, Mrs. Jennie R. Hawes, of Elgin, his children were Euphemia, 
Maria L., Sarah Ann, Samuel, Deboral Jane, Horace E., Mary Eliza and 
Garrett E.
Frazier Rosenkrans [147]
Frazier Rosenkrans, son of Asa, was born in Sussex County, New Jersey, 
March 28, 1813, being twenty-four years of age when his father located 
on a farm near Elgin, Illinois, 1837. A short time after that he returned to 
Sussex on a visit among relatives, when the writer, then a small boy, saw 
him at his father’s house. After his return to Illinois, the sad news came 
to us that he was drowned in a river. His sister, Mrs. Jennie R. Hawes, 
reports the circumstance of his drowning as follows, “that while bathing in 
the river with others he lost his life in saving that of his brother Garrett. 
He was the only one of the company who could swim and when Garrett 
went into a deep hole in the river Frazier swam to him, brought him to 
solid bottom and then disappeared. In the dusk and confusion it was not 
noticed that Frazier was gone for some time. He was found at the bottom of 
the hole on his knees.” She says, “I have a dim recollection of the strange 
box that stood in the big room and that is all I can recall.” Frazier was 
a great favorite in my father’s family and the sad accident which befell 
him after his return home has been often spoken of in our family. As he 
was found on his knees after death we trust that his last thoughts while 
living on earth were a petition to the Father of Mercies, who never turns a 
deaf ear to the supplications of those who trust in Him and call upon His 
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name and that his coming forth from the grave at the last day will be to 
“everlasting life.”
Maria Rosenkrans [148]
Maria Rosenkrans [148], daughter of Asa, was born in New Jersey, December 
26, 1815 While living at her father’s near Elgin, Illinois She married 1838 
James H. Scott, by whom she had three children: Harriet and Fannie, who 
died in infancy, and John Frazier Scott, born 1840, who married Mary 
Pike and had children, Fannie E., John R., and Daniel P. Scott. They are 
said to be living in Pittsfield, Pike County, Illinois. James H. Scott died 
and Maria afterward married Jerome B. Smith, by whom she had three 
children: Helen, Arthur and Albert. Maria died and Jerome B. Smith went 
west and married again. Maria’s three children all died in one year.  
Dr. Halsey Rosenkrans [149]
Dr. Halsey Rosenkrans [149] was born in Sussex County, New Jersey, 
September 14, 1818. He went with his parents to Steuben County, New 
York, and to Elgin, Ill, 1837. His biography is given by his sister, Mrs. 
Jennie R. Hawes as follows: “Brother 
Halsey, the fourth child in my father’s 
family, born September 14, 1818, in New 
Jersey, was a very successful physician 
and surgeon. He practiced for many 
years in Texas, was there when the war 
began; was a stanch Union man, and so 
free to express his devotion to the stars 
and stripes that he was forced to leave 
the State. He went to New Orleans, which 
was then in the hands of the Union 
forces, and was appointed surgeon for 
hospital duty, in which capacity he 
continued to serve until the close of 
the war. Subsequently he returned to 
Texas and resumed practice in the same 
community where he had previously 
lived. He was a very successful yellow 
fever physician. He passed through 
several epidemics of that dread disease 
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and never lost but two cases. Dr. Rosenkrans was twice married. His first 
wife was Miss Eliza Hale, by whom he had three children. Mrs. Rosenkrans 
died in New Orleans, in 1863. The Dr. was again married in 1873, to Miss 
Cynthia E. Bowen. Dr. Rosenkrans was an able writer, contributing many 
articles of merit to the medical journals, and other publications. While 
on a visit to one of his daughters, who resided in Texas, he lost his life in 
the terrible storm which swept over Indiandla, Texas, carrying death to 
so many, the evening of August 20, 1886. “Dr. Halsey’s children, all by 
his first wife, were Fannie, Lizzie, and Casa. His widow still lives in Elgin, 
Illinois
Garrett Rosenkrans [150]
Garrett Rosenkrans [150], son of Asa [068], was born in Sussex County, 
New Jersey, April 1, 1820. He went with his parents to Illinois 1837, and 
subsequently lived in the city of Elgin. He remained unmarried and died 
September 10, 1890. He was one of Elgin’s most useful and representative 
men. The following is a part of his obituary copied from the public press 
of Elgin: “By the death of Garrett Rosenkrans Elgin loses another of its 
landmarks. Coming here with his parents 
in 1837, he has ever since been closely 
identified with our town and city. The 
deceased was one of the best known 
citizens of Elgin. Forty years ago he was 
an active member of the Young Men’s 
Association, an organization that did 
much to ‘educate and uplift by various 
means. The association carried on a 
library and had lecture courses, bringing 
to us such celebrities as Horace Greeley, 
Wendell Phillips, Edward Everett, James 
Russell Lowell, Bayard Taylor, and others. 
Mr. Rosenkrans was for many years the 
city surveyor and town assessor, only 
giving up when health failed. He always 
took an active part in affairs. He was a 
stanch Republican, and a close observer 
of political matters. In local measures he 
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was ever watchful. He was a man of the highest integrity and excellent 
judgment. He was a director in the Home National Bank for many years. 
His history is closely connected with the growth and prosperity of our city. 
The community feels his loss deeply, and sympathizes with his afflicted 
relatives.”
Elizabeth V. Rosenkrans [151]
Elizabeth V. Rosenkrans [151] was born in New Jersey, December 1, 1823, 
and died at Elgin, Illinois, August 23, 1892.
Catharine Rosenkrans [152]
Catharine Rosenkrans [152], third daughter of Asa and Jane, was born 
in Sussex County, New Jersey, November 19, 1826, and died at Elgin, 
Illinois, July 17, 1848. 
Hiram Dennis Rosenkrans [153]
Hiram Dennis Rosenkrans [153], son of Asa (68), was born in New Jersey, 
April 29, 1828, the last of Asa’s children born in New Jersey. He lived in 
Elgin, Illinois, till 1852 when he went west and remaining unmarried now 
lives at Orderville, Kane County, Utah. He is the only son of Asa now living.
Jennie Rosenkrans [154]
Jennie Rosenkrans [154], youngest child of Asa (68), was born near 
Hammondsport, New York, October 4, 1833. She was brought up on her 
father’s farm about two miles from Elgin, Illinois, where he settled 1837. 
Being near the city she grew up with the advantages of a city life free from 
the disadvantages of a crowded city. February 12, 1860, married Moses 
William Hawes, whose biography is herewith given as copied from “The 
Biographical History of Kane County,” in which his picture also appears from 
the cut of which it is reproduced in this book: “Moses W. Hawes was born 
September 2, 1814, in Watertown, New York, receiving his early education 
in that city. Later he went to Baltimore where he learned civil engineering 
and in 1837 was sent from that city to the Province of Consception, Chili, 
South America, to erect and put into operation the second flouring mill in 
that country. He was chosen from among one hundred applicants for the 
position. In Chili Mr. Hawes became a very prominent man and was for 
many years in the employ of the government. Being a first-class engineer 
he took large contracts for building bridges, docks, etc. While residing in 
Chili he married a Spanish lady by whom he had six children, only one of 
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whom is now living Mrs. Besnoselo Bambach, of Tami, Chili, S. A. Having 
lost his wife and being out of health, Mr. Hawes went in 1859 to China 
and circumnavigating the globe came to the United States. He was married 
February 12, 1860, to Miss Jennie R. Rosenkrans, daughter of Asa and 
Jane (Cole) Rosenkrans. 
August 1, 1860, Mr. and Mrs. Hawes sailed for Chili, where they remained 
until the autumn of 1867, when they returned to the United States, Mr. 
Hawes engaged in the lumber business in Mendota, Illinois, but his health 
again failing he sold out and they went to Europe in 1873. In 1877 Mr. 
Hawes, was called home to serve as President of the Home National Bank 
of Elgin, which position he resigned in 1879. He died in Elgin November 
22, 1894. Self-reliance, conscientiousness, integrity were the strong points 
in Mr. Hawes’ character. A man to be depended upon in all the relations of 
life, Mrs. Jennie R. Hawes is interested in the history of the Rosenkrans 
family and has aided in the accomplishment of this work by furnishing 
nearly all the information received concerning the family and descendants 
of her father Asa. Mrs. A.E. White [196], of Savona, New York, reports that 
Mrs. Hawes is a devoted Christian and a leader in many forms of Christian 
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work. To such the Lord says; “Be thou faithful unto death and I will give 
thee a crown of life.”

Elijah Rosenkrans [070] and Catharine VanNest had eight children.

Nelson Rosenkrans [155]
Nelson Rosenkrans, son of Elijah [070], was born in Sussex County, New 
Jersey, September 15, 1812. He married in Steuben County, New York, 
June 5, 1839, Harriet Wheeler, of Wheeler. Nelson was a farmer, and 
settled at Benton, Yates C o New York, where he died June 30, 1887. He 
had children named Frazier, Althea, Celesta, Adelaide and Mary.
Belinda Rosenkrans [156]
Belinda Rosenkrans, daughter of Elijah [070], was born in New Jersey, 
August 27, 1815; was married in Steuben County, New York, September 
23, 1840, to Lather Wheeler, a farmer, She died there April 12, 1853. 
Her children were Helen, Elijah, Sophrona, John and Gertrude. Helen 
Wheeler, born September 4, 1841, married November 22, 1875, James 
Bartlett, a farmer living at Avoca, near Wallace, New York Elijah Wheeler, 
son of Belinda, was born April 24, 1843; married March 19, 1868, Alzina 
Brockway, and lives at Prattsburg, New York, conductor on the Kanona 
& Prattsburg Railway. Sophrona Wheeler, born May 8, 1845, married 
December 5, 1870, Leonidas B. Walrath, living at Ilion, Herkimer County, 
New York, where he is employed in the armory. John Wheeler, born May 
26, 1847, married December 27, 1877, Mary Wildman; is a farmer in 
Wheeler, whose address is Prattsburg. Gertrude Wheeler, was born August 
20, 1849, and died at Prattsburg August 13, 1865.
Almira Rosenkrans [157]
Almira Rosenkrans, daughter of Elijah [070]was born in Steuben County, 
June 26, 1818, the first of the children born in that county. She married 
June 1850 Edwin Hall, and died April 20, 1866. Her children were Belinda 
and Catharine Alida. Edwin Hall died 1868. Belinda, her first daughter, 
was born August 14, 1852, married February 22, 1869, Zelotes Holley and 
lives near Bradford, New York Catharine Alida, born April 30, 1857, remains 
single and lives with her aunt Lucinda B. Rosenkrans, in Hammondsport, 
New York.
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David Rosenkrans [158]
David Rosenkrans, son of Elijah [070], was born in Steuben County, June 
26, 1821. He married 1842 Mary Hill born 1819. In 1855 David moved west 
and settled on a farm near Algonquin, McHenry County, Illinois, where 
he died August 16-same year. His wife died 1894. He had six children: 
Catharine, Albert, Melvin, Hattie, Alice, Frances and Bizer.
Ira Rosenkrans [159]
Ira Rosenkrans, son of Elijah [070], born near Hammondsport, April 5, 
1824, married July 3, 1854, Fannie Townsend, of Hammondsport. She died 
April 1856, leaving one child, Emma. In 1859 Ira married Sarah Elizabeth 
Hubbell, of Burdette, near which place he had settled on a farm, and still 
lives. His second wife died 1888, leaving one child, Fannie D.
Garrett Rosenkrans [160]
Garrett Rosenkrans, son of Elijah [070], was born in Steuben County, 
February 28, 1827, married October 28, 1858, Harriet E. Gilbert. Was 
a farmer and lived in Bradford, where he died September 18, 1889. No 
children.
Isaac Rosenkrans [161]
Isaac Rosenkrans, son of Elijah, was born at Pultney, New York, April 12, 
1834. He married May 26, 1859, Ann Eliza Brush, of Pultney, and resides 
there as a farmer. His children are: Eugene, Wilber and Ella.
Lucinda Brink Rosenkrans [162]
Lucinda Brink Rosenkrans, the eighth and last born of Elijah and Elizabeth, 
was born February 5, 1838, and lives at Hammondsport. She remains 
unmarried and suffers from rheumatism, being partially crippled. She has 
at present her niece Miss Catharine Alida Hall living with her. She is a 
confiding Christian and bears her affliction with resignation, knowing that 
comparatively it is but for a brief period and that the Lord who sometimes 
afflicts doeth all things well. She says in a letter, “I am trying to bear my 
affliction with patience and resignation to the will of God.” Though writing 
is a hardship to her on account of her affliction she has assisted the writer 
in reporting by letter and giving information concerning the families of her 
father and her grandfather.
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Garrett Rosenkrans [072] and Polly Bennett had twelve children.

John Rosenkrans [163]
John Rosenkrans, eldest child of Garrett, was born at Northville, Michigan, 
March 20, 1832, and died April 7, 1849.
Delia Rosenkrans [164]
Delia Rosenkrans, was born March 18, 1834, and died February 13, 1852.
Abram G. Rosenkrans [165]
Abram G. Rosenkrans, son of Garrett [072] was born June 26, 1835, at 
Northville, Michigan, married June 15, 1860, Sarah Braily, of Hudson. 
He was a farmer and lived in the vicinity of Howell, Michigan, where he 
died November 26, 1886. Sarah, his widow, at last reports was living with 
her son, George Rosenkrans, at Reed City, Michigan Abram G. had five 
children: George, Everitt, Jay, William and John.
Phebe P. Rosenkrans [166]
Phebe P. Rosenkrans, daughter of Garrett [072], born at Northville, June 
26, 1835, was a twin sister of Abram G. She married April 17, 1859, William 
Neily, a farmer, and lives six miles northwest of Howell. He died. January 
27, 1883. She married January 12, 1897, Justin S. Rose, a retired farmer 
at Fowlerville, Michigan. Phebe P. had two children by her first husband, 
Denslow born February 25, 1861, and Sarah born July 1, 1863, and died 
1891.
Elijah Rosenkrans [167]
Elijah Rosenkrans, son of Garrett [072], born at Northville, May 1, 1838, 
died at Rosecommon, Michigan, February 1, 1890.
Dwight Rosenkrans [168]
Dwight Rosenkrans, son of Garrett, born at Northville, October 3, 1839, 
married December 24, 1876, Angeline Buel, who died June, 1882. Dwight 
married June 6, 1886, Mary Martin and lives on a farm near Howell, 
Livingston County, Michigan. His children by his first wife were Emily and 
Eliza. By his second wife, Rebecca, born 1887, and Ida born 1838.
Lucy A. Rosenkrans [169]
Lucy A. Rosenkrans, born February 11, 1843, died March 1, 1869.
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Jay Rosenkrans [170]
Jay Rosenkrans, son of Garrett, born July 28, 1844, died single and a 
soldier at the Soldiers’ Home, Grand Rapids, Michigan, June 4, 1888.
Noah Rosenkrans [171]
Noah Rosenkrans, was born February 24, 1846, and died August 20, 1865.
Roby C. Rosenkrans [172]
Roby C. Rosenkrans, daughter of Garrett [072], born at Northville, 
Michigan, August 31, 1847, married June 2, 1868, Andrew J. Whitaker, 
born November 28, 1843. He is a farmer living five miles southeast of 
Howell, Livingston County, Michigan, and has assisted the writer by 
furnishing nearly all the information received concerning the family, and 
descendants of Garrett Rosenkrans and Polly Bennett, the latter still living 
with him in 1897 aged eighty-seven years. Andrew J. Whitaker and Roby 
C. have six children: Ira G., born April 9, 1869, Willie A., born August 2, 
1870, Ernest G, born September 10, 1872, Frank J., October 21, 1874, 
Bert O., September 19, 1878, and Millie C., January 31, 1882. Their sons 
are all farmers.
Helen Rosenkrans [173]
Helen Rosenkrans, daughter of Garrett, was born at Northville, May 17, 
1850. She married December 3, 1867, Lyman D. Whitaker, who lives at 
Howell and 1897, was Janitor at the Union School.
Deatimony Rosenkrans [174]
Deatimony Rosenkrans, the twelfth and last child of Garrett and Polly, was 
born May 12, 1853, and died the following year.

Dr. John Rosencrantz [081] and Caroline Ripka had one child.

Mary Rosencrantz [175]
Mary Rosencrantz, the only child of Dr. John, born September 9, 1839, 
died young, leaving her father without a descendant.
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Elijah Rosencrantz [083] and Caroline Livingston Dayton had four 
children, and by Charlotte C. Dennis he had one child.

William Dayton Rosencrantz [176]
William Dayton Rosencrantz, son of Elijah [083], was born in New York, 
1852, and brought up at Hohokus, New Jersey where his father owned 
and conducted a cotton factory. On the reception of a letter of inquiry 
1893, directed to his father, whom I once met at Hohokus, William Dayton 
called on the writer and gave the records of the family and also an account 
of the titled Rosencrantz family, of Norway, as related in sources of family 
information. Having been a military student in Maryland, and a witness of 
the battles of the Franco-Prussian war, 1870-71, under the protection of 
Marshal McMahon, of France, he there became acquainted with two sons 
of a Baron de Rosencrantz, of Norway, one being a captain and the other 
a lieutenant in the French army, who gave him some of the family history 
of Danish origin. He gave an account also of the Noble Family in Denmark, 
and of the untitled family in Germany, which was said to be influential, he 
having visited Europe in the interest of the Cotton Manufacturing County, 
of Hohokus, of whose business he was manager. William Dayton married 
April 24, 1878, Mary Caroline Warner, of Waterbury, Connecticut, and 
occupied the Hermitage, purchased by his grandfather, Dr. RoseGrant, 
1804, and subsequently occupied by his father. His wife died May 22, 
1886, and January 4, 1890, he married Bessie Grove Tyler, of Richmond, 
Virginia. The writer had the pleasure of calling on him and his family at 
Hohokus, December 1899, where he also met Mrs. Lavenia M. Rosencrantz, 
wife of his brother John, and his sister Elizabeth. Since 1893, the Stock 
Company owning the cotton factory at Hohokus have moved their business 
to Paducah, Kansas, and the factory building has been put to other use. 
W. D, Rosencrantz is still engaged in manufacturing cotton goods. Besides 
furnishing documentary accounts of his grandfather, Dr. Elijah, and of 
his uncle, Dr. John Rosencrantz, he has furnished printed lists of the 
ancestors of his mother as given in connection with his father’s name. 
The Dayton family have a complete authentic record running back to 
an ancestor in England, born 1305, and through the Livingston family 
connected with the Royal family of England, a printed record running back 
through other Royal families to the Kings of Jerusalem and through them 
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and the Patriarchs to Adam. William Dayton has two children by his first 
wife, William Dayton, Jr., and Mary Elizabeth.
John Rosencrantz [177]
John Rosencrantz, son of Elijah [083] was born at Hohokus, New 
Jersey, October 7, 1853. He married January 5, 1884, Lavenia Miller, of 
Philadelphia, and lives at Hohokus. He is engaged in the manufacture of 
vessels for the Metropolitan line of steamers doing business in the city. No 
children.
Mary Elizabeth Rosencrantz [178]
Mary Elizabeth Rosencrantz, daughter of Elijah [083], was born September 
17, 1855. She is unmarried and lives with her brother W.D. Rosencrantz, 
at the Hermitage in Hohokus, where the writer had the pleasure of meeting 
her for the first time December 1899.
George Suffern Rosencrantz [179]
George Suffern Rosencrantz, son of Elijah [083], was born at Hohokus, 
New Jersey. He married Katharine Levick, of London, and lives in Boston, 
where he is an especial agent for an Insurance Company for the Eastern 
States.
Henry Dewitt Rosencrantz [180]
Henry Dewitt Rosencrantz, son of Elijah, and Caroline Livingston Dayton, 
was born at Hohokus, July 19, 1879, and died January 30, 1890.

William Rosenkrans [085] and Priscilla Whitaker had twelve children.

Reverend David Whitaker Rosenkrans [181]
Reverend David Whitaker Rosenkrans, eldest son of William, was born in 
Wheeler, Steuben County, New York July 29, 1826. He was evidently 
named for his maternal grandfather, a synopsis of whose life he has given, 
as found in connection with his father’s name. At fourteen years of age he 
informs me, he attended the Danville Academy, and at nineteen entered 
the Grand River Collegiate Institute, at Austinsburg, Ohio, but was obliged 
to relinquish his studies before graduating on account of defective eyes 
inherited from his mother. In 1848 he went to Columbus, Wisconsin, where 
his uncle, the Reverend Cyrus Egbert Rosenkrans officiated as pastor and 
located on some Government land at Portland, Dodge County, near 
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Columbus. He there built himself a log cabin, and Crusoe like, lived alone 
for a while, opening up a farm and also teaching school. While thus engaged 
he became acquainted with Miss Emily Stratton. Believing in the Bible 
precept, that “It is not good that man should be alone,” the truth of which 
in his own experience had been forcibly impressed upon him, he married 
April 1853 Emily Stratton, of Columbus. She was born August 7, 1834, at 
New Haven, Oswego County, New York, and accompanied her parents to 
Columbus,1849. As a pioneer settler with his newly acquired “help meet,” 
in’ his substantial log cabin, surrounded by the prairie and lakes and 
woodlands of the great west undoubtedly enjoyed an Eden of bliss, and 
“was not disobedient to the Heavenly” injunction to multiply and replenish 
the earth. But farming was unsuited to his literary tastes, and he abandoned 
it selling his land and opening a book store in Columbus, where he studied 
law and practiced at the bar. He was also active in church work, and 
elected Superintendent of the Sabbath School, over which his uncle was 
pastor.

mrs. sarah aliCe rOsenkrans 
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In 1860 he was elected Superintendent of the Public Schools of Columbia 
County, and served three terms of two years each, laboring earnestly 
for the improvement of the schools. He purchased an interest in “The 
Columbus Transcript,” but left there at the close of the Civil War, and went 
to Hamilton, Caldwell County, Missouri, where his wife died December 21, 
1870. Reverend David W. was there called to preach as a home missionary 
in some of the destitute Congregational churches, and eventually sent as 
a missionary to Northern Minnesota. October 5, 1871, he married Mrs. 
Sarah Alice Kendall, of Columbus, Wisconsin, widow of Freeman Kendall 
and daughter of Reverend Jonathan Trumbull, formerly of Hebron, New 
York He was ordained to the full ministry at Indianapolis, Minnesota, 1871, 
and remained there six years, doing missionary work in which he travelled 
extensively. In 1877, he went to the Presbytery of Omaha, and has since 
then labored in Northern Nebraska, being now at Dorsey, Holt County.
He has lived an active life and is now growing old, having reached three 
score years and thirteen, He says in a letter, “I have built for myself seven 
houses, and had lawful residence in six different states.” May his last state 
be the Heavenly, and his final dwelling places the Father’s house of many 
mansions. Reverend D.W. is the only fully ordained minister of the gospel 
known in the Rosenkrans family at the present time, though his nephew, 
C.E.R. [458], is now preaching and preparing for ordination. Reverend 
D.W.R. is the fifth ordained minister in this country of the Rosenkrans name 
as far as known. The first was Reverend Abraham Rosecrantz, a German, 
who, while preaching at Albany, New York, 1758, married at Kingston Mary 
Herchheimer, and settled near Schenectady, where he preached during 
the Revolution. The second was Reverend Elijah RoseGrant, M.D. [044], 
of New Jersey, ordained 1794. The third ordained minister was Reverend 
Cyrus Egbert Rosenkrans [088], and the fourth was his brother Reverend 
Joseph [089]. Reverend David W., of Dorsey, has kindly assisted the writer 
in furnishing family information concerning many members of the family 
in western New York, and the far West. He manifests an interest in the 
history of the family as well as in the spiritual welfare of the entire race, for 
which the best portion of his life’s labor has been given. Though past the 
allotted age of man, he still continues to preach the gospel and to labor in 
the cause of Christianity. Surely if “a cup of cold water given in the name 
of a disciple shall not lose its reward,” the aged and faithful minister of 
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Christ, whose life has been spent in his service, will find treasures laid up 
in Heaven far beyond the wealth of earth. May this be his portion. Reverend 
David W. ‘s children are Primas, Vincent Vergn, Zea, Mary Emma, Zella 
Vertine and Morna Priscilla by his first wife, and David Lynn by his second 
wife.
Extract from poem composed by Mrs. Sarah Alice Rosenkrans (wife of 
Reverend D.W.R., of Dorsey, Nebraska), read at the memorial services, 
Laomi, Nebraska, 1893:

With grateful thought and reverent tread, 
 A nation turns aside to-day,  
In memory of her noble dead  

A thousand hearts just tribute pay,  
A thousand loving hands will bring,  
In honor of their country’s brave,  
The brightest offerings of spring,  
To decorate each soldier’s grave.

This greatest nation ‘neath the sun,  
Whose unstained banner proudly waves,  

Records its victories nobly won  
And freedom given to its slaves.  

For them our grateful tears shall flow  
Who saved these sacred homes of ours,  
And comrades, brothers, sons, laid low  

We’ll deck your hallowed dust with flowers,
From eastern shore to western plain,  

As forest leaves lie widely strewn,  
We find the tombs of brave ones slain  

And yet there’s heroes graves unknown.  
Although no costly marble mark  
A fallen brother’s dreamless bed,  

Yet shrined within a nation’s heart  
Will ever live the nameless dead.
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 No brighter banner e’er unfurled  
Than ours that floats to-day.  

Tis hailed with honor ‘round the world;  
‘Twas borne in triumph through the fray,  

This starry flag our fathers won  
As freedom’s ensign long has stood;  

With flowers and songs we yearly come  
For those who saved it with their blood,

* * * * *
(By Mrs. S.A.R)

One hour with Thee, my God, one hour.  
When o’er my slumbers thou has kept.  

Thy guardian and protecting power.  
While I in sweet repose have slept.  
One hour with Thee ere day begins.  
Her ceaseless round of toil and care.  

Ere rested nature joyous springs.  
To duty, meet me, Lord, in prayer.

One hour with Thee that I may stand.  
Temptation with her subtle power.  
O! Lead me with Thy gentle hand.  

For lo! I need Thee every hour.  
One hour to arm me for the strife.  

That every human heart must bear.  
My heart, with many burdens rife,  
I’ll bring to Thee, O Lord, in prayer.

One hour with Thee when day is done.  
And from all busy cares I flee.  

When westward sinks the glorious sun,  
Trustful I’d spend that hour with Thee.  

One hour in sickness care and pain.  
One sacred pause to look above,  

I’ll bear the ills of life again,  
Supported by Thy boundless love.
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One hour with God my soul would crave.  
When the death angel comes for me  
One hour of triumph o’er the grave.  

And I shall be forever free.  
One blessed hour when life shall close.  

To greet the loved ones over there.  
O! Blissful thought to meet with those.  

Who’ve loved to meet with me in prayer. One hour before the mercy seat,  
O weary, heavy-laden come  

Where white-robed angels love to meet  
And bear the joyful tidings home,  

One hour with God where none intrude,  
To weary sin sick mortals given,  
May prove a holy sweet prelude.  

A foretaste here of bliss in heaven.
William J. Rosenkrans [182]
William J. Rosenkrans, son of William [085], was born in Wheeler Township, 
Steuben County, New York, August 16, 1828. He is the only member of 
William’s family seen by the writer till quite recently. We met him 1854 
at the house of his Uncle Aaron Rosenkrans, in Hammondsport, New 
York, where we were entertained by our mutual friend and cousin, Ann 
Eliza Rosenkrans, now Mrs. White. Sometime subsequent to that event he 
seems to have joined the throng of his relatives of Steuben County, going 
to Wisconsin, and other states of the west as we learn that he married at 
Dakota, Wisconsin, Hannah Elizabeth Printice 1856 and lived at Pewaukee 
for several years, and subsequently at Dakota. It is reported that he has 
traveled in Kansas and California, and has been a farmer, and public 
speaker. In 1886 William J. married his second wife, Mrs. Clara Thomas, 
of Dorsey, Nebraska, where he is now living. His children are Agnes, L. 
Duane, Blanche, Addie Belle, Egbert Earl, Owen L., and Ralph.
James Rosenkrans [183]
James Rosenkrans, son of William [085], was born at Wheeler, Steuben 
County, N. Y, September 13, 1830. At the age of two and a half years he 
informs me his parents moved to Wayland, where he lived with them till 
the age of twenty. In 1850 he went to Omro, Winnebago County, Wisconsin, 
became acquainted with Marrian M. Wood, born in Buffalo, New York, 
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March 7, 1833, and married her June 1, 1854. From Wisconsin, where 
their children were born from 1856 to ‘60, they moved to South Dakota 
and subsequently lived at Salem and Seneca. In 1897 he went to Welland, 
South Dakota, where he and his wife lived with their son Charles Emmans, 
then unmarried. James has been a farmer and a carpenter, as well as a 
school teacher. He has been an invalid for years unable to do much labor. 
A letter sent to him at Seneca, July 1897, asking for the births and other 
particulars of his family, was answered courteously with expressions of 
friendship and a willingness to serve. He says, “Kind relative, your favor of 
the 7th inst. is at hand. Thanking you for your kind attention, I will gladly 
tender any assistance possible toward furnishing a perfect record. “He 
then reported particulars mentioned above and also regarding his children 
which will appear in their respective places in the next generation. James 
and his wife have recently gone to Tennessee, and are now living with their 
son, Reverend Charles Emmans Rosenkrans, at Henryville, Their children 
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were Frank, Henrietta P., and Henry William (twins,) Mary E. Leonard C., 
and Luman R. (twins), Huldah E., and Charles Emmans.
Elizabeth Rosenkrans [184]
Elizabeth Rosenkrans, daughter of William [085], was born at Wayland, 
New York, November 17, 1832. She began teaching school at an early age 
and at Columbus, Wisconsin, married March 8, 1861, Edwin Smith. They 
afterwards lived at Leeds, Wisconsin, and, 1866, settled on a farm at 

Charles City, Iowa, where she died, 1873, and where he is still living, 
Elizabeth had but one child, Irwin G. Smith, born at Leeds Center, 
Wisconsin, November 6, 1863. He was three years of age when his parents 
moved to the farm near Charles City, and was educated in the city schools. 
In 1881 he went to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he learned the carpenter’s 
trade and formed the acquaintance of Miss Sarah I Uretta Coleman, whom 
he married, near Red Bird, Nebraska, January 1, 1885. She was the 
daughter of Henry Mills Coleman, and Mary Elizabeth Davenport, born 

myrTle e., ellery m., and elden w. smiTh 
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near Chester, New Jersey, July 16, 1864, and educated in a private school 
at Mendham. He immediately settled at Minneapolis, where he followed 
the early occupation of “the Carpenter’s son” till 1892 when he moved to 
Bayfield, still pursuing the occupation of contractor and builder. While 
thus engaged he began studying for the ministry in the course of the local 
evangelists of the Presbyterian Church, in which for several years he had 
been a member and an officer. In April 1895, he was licensed to preach by 
the Presbytery of Chippewa, at Ashland, Wisconsin, and September 
following removed to Sterling, North Dakota, taking charge of a Home 
Mission field containing three churches and one station, which during his 
labors there was organized into a church. In September 1897, he removed 
to Sanborn, taking charge of the work there and in April following was 
ordained to the full work of the ministry by the Presbytery of Fargo in 
session at Casselton, North Dakota, and April ‘88 he was installed pastor 
of the Sanborn Church, where he still officiates. Reverend J.T. Smith and 
wife have four children: Myrtle Elizabeth, born February 17, 1886, Ellery 
M., born June 23, 1888, Elden Wallace, born July 14, 1890, and Percy 
Llewellyn.
Mary Rosenkrans [185]
Mary Rosenkrans, daughter of William, was born December 10, 1834, was 
an invalid for many years and died 1874.
Delia Rosenkrans [186]
Delia Rosenkrans, daughter of William, was born at Waverly, New York, 
January 15, 1837. She married June 17, 1860, L.G. Croswell, a farmer, 
born May 20, 1835. She and her husband went to Columbus, Wisconsin, 
1861 and 1886 went further westward and settled on a ranch at LeMour, 
North Dakota, where Delia died September 14, 1890. L.G. Croswell was 
still living there November 1893 and reported by letter concerning his 
family. They had seven children. Irene Croswell, was born November 7, 
1864. Emily was born January 27, 1868, Omer, November 21, 1870, and 
died young. Delia Rose was born July 10, 1874, Teddie was born April 25, 
1877, died in infancy, Lois was born March 8, 1879, and Sybil Inez, March 
8, 1881, Irene Croswell, the eldest daughter, married 1896 David McLoud. 
They lived on a ranch at Oakes, LeMour County, where report says he 
froze his feet badly in a blizzard in 1896, while caring for his cattle, and 
“now works his farm upon artificial feet. “
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Dr. Edward M. Rosenkrans [187]
Dr. Edward M. Rosenkrans, son of William, was born at Wayland. New 
York, May 13, 1839. He went to Columbus, Wisconsin, where his brother 
David W., was living when quite young and attended school there. At the 
age of nineteen began teaching, and taught for two years, at Bluff Academy, 
Russelville, Indiana. Near the close of his teaching he began the study 
of medicine with Dr. L. Clark, of Russelville, and under his instructions 
continued his studies till 1863. June 14, 1863, he married Sarah Amanda 
Gay, of Springwater, Livingston County, New York After marriage, the Dr. 
farmed one year, but not finding the occupation agreeable, he abandoned 
it, and 1865 went to Union City, Michigan, and opened an office for the 
practice of dentistry. He practiced there till 1867, when he went to Ann 
Arbor University to complete his medical course. He afterward attended 
the Detroit Medical College, where he received the degree of M.D., 1869. He 
began the practice of medicine at Augusta, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, 
in ‘69 and remained there till 1874, when he located at Milwaukee. He 
practiced medicine in Milwaukee till 1892 when he retired from his practice 
and went to Chicago, Illinois, having labored as a physician for twenty-
three years in a profession perhaps the most exacting as to time and labor 
and responsibility, of all the professions. In 1897 he moved from Ellis 
Avenue, where he had been living, to 131 Clarke Avenue, Austin, a suburb 
of Chicago, where he had built himself a residence and still lives.
Dr. E.M. is a man of wide experience and extensive travel, in this country 
and in Europe. July 3, 1899, Dr. E.M. Rosenkrans, of Chicago, accompanied 
by his cousin, Dr. James H. Rosenkrans, of Hoboken, N J., called on the 
writer and remained with his family till the next day. The Dr. is calculated 
to make friends wherever he goes. He is a good conversationalist and 
enlivens his conversation with interesting recitals of his experience and 
observations in his travels at home and abroad.
He gave an interesting account of his visit, in company with his wife and 
others, to Mount Vesuvius. From Naples they went by a private conveyance 
and enjoyed the view of the Bay and adjacent country so noted for its 
grandeur. They ascended the Mountain by carriage as far as possible and 
reached the crater on foot, and there beheld one of Earth’s most mysterious 
wonders. In approaching the crater’s mouth which he said was then 
about 600 feet in diameter — it being changeable — they passed over and 
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around fissures in the earth, whence ascended great heat, and tread upon 
stones and cinders scorching hot. The ground trembled and quaked and 
mighty rumblings were heard in the earth beneath. Some distance below 
the crater’s mouth was closed, but red with inward heat, and every four 
minutes regularly, there was an upheaval at the center of the volcano’s 
month throwing into the air hundreds of feet high, fire and cinders and 
fragments of stone. To avoid them in their fall they kept on the windward 
side of the crater. A native for a reward descended the side of the crater’s 
mouth, and brought up a sample of emery, which at times is thrown out 
in great quantities and is transported by car loads to distant parts of the 
world. The mountain side down which the lava has flown presents a scene 
of barrenness and desolation. At a hotel or public place nearby, where a 
book is kept for visitors to record their names and their impressions of the 
burning Mountain, the Dr. wrote, “I have looked into the mouth of Hell. 
“This was undoubtedly a literal fact as Hell, according to Scripture, is in 
the earth beneath, and Vesuvius is an outlet. Dr. E.M. Rosenkrans left us 
on the evening train, July 4, to meet his wife at Buffalo, on her journey 
from Central New York to their home in Chicago, the metropolis of the 
west. He has no children.
Edwin Rosenkrans [188]
Edwin Rosenkrans, son of William [085], was a twin brother of Dr. Edward 
M., born in Steuben Co, New York, May 13, 1839. He taught school in 
Indiana and Wisconsin, and when the war of the Rebellion began, enlisted 
at Green Castle, in an Indiana regiment for 100 day’s service. After his 
return from the war he married Louisa Gay, sister of his twin brother’s 
wife, and engaged in farming and raising horses at Shebause, Illinois He 
died of heart disease, at Benton, Franklin County, Illinois, April 20, 1897. 
His children are William H., Edwin J., Stella and Ella, twins, and Eda.
Dr. Francis Eugene Rosenkrans [189]
Dr. Francis Eugene, son of William Rosenkrans [085], was born at 
Wayland, New York, April 25, 1841. The following is his autobiography: 
222 Widdicomb Building, Grand Rapids, Michigan, October 23, 1899. 
Francis Eugene Rosenkrans was born at Wayland, New York, on April 25, 
1841. (Parents were William and
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Priscilla Rosenkrans) worked on the farm till war broke out in May, 1861, 
and volunteered in the three months’ service, was taken sick with typhoid 
fever, in August following and was sick six weeks in Baltimore Hospital. As 
soon as able to be moved his brother Edward took him home in October. 
After a few weeks went to Indiana, where he taught school from 6 to 9 
months in the year until February, 1865, when there was a fresh call for 
troops, and he volunteered again, this time in the 11th Indiana Volunteer 
Infantry, and served as Ordinance Sergeant till the close of the war, and 
was discharged July 28, ‘65, went back to Indiana and taught school 
again part of the time going to college, and studying medicine, and finally 
graduating in February 28, 1875, at the Cincinnati College of Medicine 
and Surgery, since which has practiced in Michigan and the last ten years 
in the city of Grand Rapids. In September 1876, Dr. F.E. Rosenkrans was 
married in in Kalamazoo, Michigan, to Elora A. Fox, and they have two 
sons, the eldest Louis C., born September 1881, and Frank William, born 
in January 1884.
The eldest has started in as an electrician and now at 18 is an expert as an 
inspector in telephone service. The younger, Frank William, is a student, 
and now at 15 is advanced to quite an extent in the sciences and languages 
and intends to become a scholar in some profession.
Omer L. Rosenkrans [190]
Omer L. Rosenkrans son of William [085], was born in Wayland, New York, 
April 16, 1843. He went to Milwaukee 1869 and eventually engaged in 
the jewelry business, which he still follows. He married Mary R. Winn, of 
Buffalo Grove, Illinois, and lives at Oconomowoc, thirty miles distant from 
Milwaukee. He is reported as one of the substantial business men of the 
city, doing business under the firm name of “O.L. Rosenkrans and Thatcher 
Co.,” selling “fine diamonds, watches and jewelry, 129 Wisconsin Street. 
“He modestly refrains from saying much about himself and his business, 
but is said to have an extensive trade. He has manifested an interest in the 
family history and furnished the names and addresses of many members 
of the family in different parts of the country. He sent the photograph copy 
of the letter and receipt mentioned in connection with Jacob Rosenkrans 
(38), and the bill of sale received by his grandfather Levi (45). He reported 
also the tradition (4) of his father concerning the Swedish Professor in 
Holland, and his son as our first American ancestor. The tradition was 
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given to correct the writer’s report founded on the church records that our 
first American ancestor came from Bergen, Norway, and that as learned 
from the land records Alexander Rosenkrans, the father of Colonel John, 
was not the emigrant, but his son, born in Ulster County, etc. In a letter 
dated Milwaukee, December 25, 1893, he says, “I fear that much of your 
information being only traced, especially of our early ancestors, can still be 
corrected. My father’s tradition of our first American ancestor makes him 
a man of Holland birth, but of Swedish parentage, and that his Swedish 
parent was a very celebrated Swedish Military Engineer officer, sent by the 
King of Sweden as Military Instructor to Maurice, son of William, Prince 
of Orange, then ruler of the Netherlands, and under the teachings and 
with the help of our ancestor, Prince Maurice became the greatest military 
engineer of his time. This happened between 1558 and 1570. I give it from 
memory, see Motley’s history of Holland.” Omer L. still clings to his father’s 
tradition, in contradiction to my report and conclusions, drawn from the 
European letters and the church and land records regarding the family in 
Europe, and the early members in this country, as given in the prospectus, 
sent out in October, 1899.
In reply to it November 2, ‘99, he says: “Dear Sir: Your kind favor of October 
21, received, but it found me very busy, and I shall be from now until 
the end of the year, I do not agree with you in many things in relation 
to the family history, but as I said I have been so busy, I have not the 
time now to mention facts, but histories are largely claimed to suit the 
belief of the historian, still I would like a copy of the book on account of 
its having personal records of many members of the family,” etc. I will 
here repeat the fact that since Omer L. referred me to Motley in 1893 in 
proof of the tradition, I have read thoroughly all of Motley’s works to be 
found on the “Dutch Republic,” the “United Netherlands” and “The Life of 
Barneveldt,” but have failed to and the mention of a Swedish instructor 
or the Rosenkrans name in all his works. DeAmises on “Holland and its 
People,” speaks of Maurice’s studies at the Leyden University, and names 
some of the Professors there from France and Holland, but mentions none 
from Sweden, Omer L. lives at Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, and has children: 
Mary Louisa, Madge, Omer L., Jr. and Elizabeth Ruth,
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Selim Grant Rosenkrans [191]
Selim Grant Rosenkrans, son of William [085], was born at Wayland, New 
York, October 19, 1846. No communication has been received from him, 
but report says his wife’s name was Margaret V, White. He was a member 
of the Board of Trade, of Chicago, and said to have been a heavy speculator 
at times, He died in 1898.
Cyrus Egbert Rosenkrans [192]
Cyrus Egbert Rosenkrans, son of William [085], was born at Wayland, New 
York, May 5, 1849. His brother, Reverend David W., reports that he engaged 
in teaching school while young, and subsequently graduated from the law 
department of Michigan University, at Ann Arbor, Michigan He practiced 
for a time as a lawyer in Steuben County, New York, till his health gave 
way, when he went to the Hot Springs of Arkansas, for recuperation. Failing 
to receive material benefit he left there and on his way home to Steuben 
County, New York, he died at the home of his brother Edwin, at Chebause, 

Illinois, August 27, 1884.

Aaron Rosenkrans [086] and Hannah 
D. Ager had seven children.

Selim B. Rosenkrans [193]
Selim B. Rosenkrans, son of Aaron, was 
born in Steuben County, New York, 
April 27, 1824. The following is his 
autobiography, written in December 
1899: “My father, Aaron Rosenkrans, 
was married to my mother, Hannah 
D. Ager, in the year 1823, and soon 
after, moved to what then was a new 
wilderness country and settled on the 
north side of Crooked, now Keuka 
Lake, about a mile from the lake up the 
slope some hundreds of feet above the 
lake, and built or bought a log house 
with one living room and a linter in the 
rear where father worked at his trade, 

selim B. rOsenkrans [193]
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a wagon maker. In that log house, I was born April 24, 1824 (a memorable 
occasion to me). My earliest recollection was of mother keeping the sugar 
box under the bed and my crawling under and helping myself to sugar. In 
two or three years my parents moved to Hammondsport, a town standing 
at the head of the lake, being connected by the Lakes Crooked, Seneca and 
Cayuga, and canal to the Erie; thence to Albany.
After moving to Hammondsport my father engaged in several kinds of 
business; the wagon building, a saw mill and a boat for the canal. At about 
sixteen years of age, I went at driving on the canal with a remarkable result 
as to my health. From being a weak and puny boy I became a comparatively 
robust, healthy man, and as a result now at near 76 years of age, at the 
date of this writing, outliving most of my contemporaries, and being now 
the oldest living descendant of Levi, son of Colonel John Rosenkrans. After 
boating until I became of age, went to school and worked in the shop with 
my father, then went in partnership with father, and carried on for thirteen 
years quite an extensive wagon and carriage business, employing a good 
deal of the time from fifteen to twenty hands; also had farm at twenty-
seven years of age. June 3, 1856, married Charlotte, youngest child of 
Albertus and Janette Larrowe, they having a large family of seven sons 
and five daughters, all of whom were living when we were married. The 
family was one of the oldest settlers in Steuben County, and they and their 
connection by marriage, etc., embraced a large circle of the first families of 
the county.
In the fall of 1855, moved and spent the winter in Northern Illinois, and 
March 1856, in company with his wife moved to Webster City, Iowa, where 
he went into partnership with C. Fenton, buying a half interest in a steam 
saw mill, some lumber land, town lots, etc., taking charge of the mill for 
the first year. During this year in June, he attended as delegate the first 
Republican convention ever held in Iowa, where the party was organized 
in that Congressional District, embracing the whole northern part of the 
State; also attended as delegate the Republican county convention held 
in the county then embracing Webster and Huntingdon, and a part of 
Humboldt; was nominated and elected Clerk of said county; delivered the 
first Fourth of July address in Webster City; read the Episcopal burial 
service at the first funeral in Webster City, in June, 1856, as there was no 
clergyman there then, and delivered the Fourth of July address, July 4, 
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1857. Was elected clerk of the first Agricultural Society of Hamilton County; 
also of the first Old Settlers organization of Hamilton and Wright counties, 
Was elected President of the first building association, building a town 
hall for all public purposes, courts, etc., with post office and three stores 
underneath. Was elected representative for Hamilton and Story counties 
for the session of 1859, and also War session, 1861; was appointed drafting 
commissioner by Governor Kirkwood for Hamilton and Wright counties; 
was elected Mayor and afterwards member of City Council of Webster City.
Was one of seven members who re-organized the Congregational church, 
and was clerk for several years, associated with Walter C. Wilson and. 
I.M. Funk in building the Crooked Creek Railroad, Webster City voting 
$32,000 to aid the enterprise; organized the company that built the second 
post office, together with two stores under office; also the grand central 
hotel; also built quite a number of business and private houses; also what 
was known as Rosenkrans Park, which for a number of years was a great 
attraction to Webster City, having four flowing wells of mineral water, etc. 
At the annual gathering June 4, there were usually from 3,000 to 5,000 
people in attendance with speakers of State reputation, such as Governor 
Bois, Congressman Doliver, John F. Buncomb and others. My first wife 
died Sunday, December 15, 1888. I was married to Mary S. R., July 13, 
1891; still living. Mary S. Rosenkrans was born in the town of Caton, 
Cayuga County, New York, May 3, 1842. Her father, D.C. Steadman, 
belonged to an old and respected family of that county. His first wife, Mary’s 
mother, dying when she was quite young, he married again and moved to 
Rochester, Minnesota, where he died, After his death his wife married a 
Mr. Hollenbeck, and at the breaking out of the Civil War, went to the army 
with her husband, he being sutler. At the great battle of Winchester, she 
the next morning went over the battle field among the dead and dying. 
After the war they moved to Western Pennsylvania, and upon his death, 
she with her two sons, Clarence and Fred S., moved to Chicago, then with 
Uncle Samuel Steadman to Webster City, Iowa. Clarence is living; Fred 
was drowned near Omaha, She and her uncle were in business for several 
years in Webster City, where we became acquainted and were married 
July 13, 1891, at her uncle’s near Forest City, Iowa. Selim B. Rosenkrans 
had no children. He seems to have been an athlete in his younger days, 
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and Webster City’s champion in winning for her the honor of having the 
county seat.
From a newspaper clipping received from Webster City, it appears that there 
was a great rivalry between that city and another village as to which was 
to become the county seat for the new county, when, at a public gathering 
to decide the question, it was proposed by someone that it be decided by a 
single fall at back hold in a wrestle by champions chosen from each side, 
They were chosen, Selim B, being the champion for Webster City, and won 
the county seat by throwing his competitor squarely on his back, Selim B. 
and wife are at present living at Perry, Iowa, with Mrs. R’s son Clarence 
who keeps hotel at that place. The following is the beginning of a poem 
read at one of the annual park gatherings mentioned above, June 4, 1887

“Rosenkrans, Rosenkrans, a funny old name;  
Is it Dutch or German?  
‘Tis Greek all the same;  

When translated it means, as I understand,  
A bunch of red roses held in the hand;  

So we’ll take him in hand, or rather in rhyme;  
How his old name singles in metrical time,  
For a printer or poet can see at a glance,  

There is rhythm at least in friend Rosenkrans.  
He sings in these fountains; this green growing shade;  

This Eden of comfort his willing hands made, And this Park is his poem, 
sublime and as grand; 

As ever was written, in landscape, by hand.  
No copyright poem, but free, as the breeze,  

Or the songs of the wild birds once heard in these trees,  
Yes, Rosenkrans’ Park; thy green growing shade;  

Thy fountains of health, thy beauty displayed,  
Makes its bow to the public this glad day in June,  
And crowns Webster City the Queen of the Boone.”

Louisa Maria Rosenkrans [194]
Louisa Maria Rosenkrans, daughter of Aaron, was born in Hammondsport, 
December 23, 1825, and died April 5, 1852.

THE ROSENKRANS FAMILY
IN EUROPE AND AMERICA



177

The Sixth Generation

Levi Dewitt Rosenkrans [195]
Levi Dewitt Rosenkrans, born. December 28, 1828, died single February 
22, 1850. He was a promising young man and visited his relatives in 
Sussex County, New Jersey, when about twenty years of age, when the 
writer became acquainted with him at the home of John Layton, Esq., in 
Centreville, New Jersey
Ann Eliza Rosenkrans [196]
Ann Eliza Rosenkrans, daughter of Aaron [086], was born at Hammondsport, 
New York, June 14, 1830. Reared as she was in the romantic village of 
Hammondsport, surrounded by the diversified scenery of the valley, the 
heights of Bully hill, the neighboring glen and the Crooked Lake, she seems 
to have imbibed or inherited a romantic disposition and to revel in poetry, 
She possessed “the pen of a ready writer” while in her teens, and subsequent 
years have by no means lessened her accomplishment. Her thoughts and 
expressions abound with poetic sentiments borrowed and original. One of 
her recent productions, publicly read by 
another in her own village, was on the 
death of Miss Frances E. Willard, late 
President of the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union and another brief 
one, of merit, “Lines contributed by 
Selim and Eliza on the death of their 
parents,” may be found in her father’s 
biography [086]. She is evidently a family 
favorite and popular among her relatives, 
having frequently come to the aid of her 
brothers in times of necessity, and she 
ministered to the comfort of both of her 
parents in their last illness, the one 1876 
and the other 1880. She has travelled 
considerably in the West, and stopped 
frequently with her brothers and kindred 
at Elgin, Chicago and Milwaukee, Grand 
Rapids, Webster City, Fort Dodge and 
South Dakota. October 7, 1862, Ann 
Eliza married John P. Allis, of Chicago, 

w.d. whiTe and wife mrs. 
a.e. (rOsenkrans) whiTe 

[196]
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son of Henry and grandson of Colonel Josiah Allis. He was a railway agent 
who travelled extensively in the far west. In 1894 Mr. and Mrs. Allis settled 
at Savona, New York, where he was taken sick in 1895 and notwithstanding 
the faithful watch and tender care given him, he died in the Christian faith 
November 30, 1895. His daughter Gertie, by a former wife, born 1855, 
married a Mr. Jermaine Barnes, son of Dr. Barnes, of Rock Stream, New 
York, 1880, and lives at Corning. On November 3, 1899, a daughter was 
born unto them, as reported by Mrs. White, who has been named Gertrude. 
Mrs. Allis was married again July 31, 1897, to William D. White, a merchant 
of Savona. Mr. White has three children by a former wife, but Mrs. White 
has none. She is a lover of her country and her kindred, especially of the 
Rosenkrans name, is extensively acquainted with the family and has 
rendered assistance to the writer in gathering information concerning them 
and thus aiding in the formation of the Rosenkrans genealogy. Mr. and 
Mrs. White are both devoted Christians and church members, “having 
promise of the life which now is and of that which is to come.”
Elizabeth Rosenkrans [197]
Elizabeth Rosenkrans, daughter of Aaron [086], was born in Hammondsport, 
New York, May 13, 1833. She married about 1858, at Webster City, Iowa, 
Albert Morrison, son of Moses Morrison, of Bath, New Hampshire. After 
marriage they settled at Fort Dodge, Iowa, where he was engaged in the 
real estate business and died 1884. Mrs. Elizabeth Morrison still lives 
at her old home at Fort Dodge, her daughter Carrie and husband living 
with her. She also has a cottage at Chautauqua, New York, where she 
frequently attends the meetings of the Chautauquan Society. She has four 
children: Adeline, born December 7, 1861; died August 19, 1884; Elizabeth, 
born July 11, 1860; died February 1, 1861; Pauline, born at Fort Dodge, 
October 4, 1864, and Carrie, born November 23, 1866. Pauline Morrison, 
daughter of Albert and Elizabeth, married Edward J. Mitchell, a merchant 
at Lehigh, Iowa, and has children: Nannie, Carrie, Ruth, Eleanor and 
Morrison. Carrie Morrison, daughter of Elizabeth [197], married February 
1897, J.F. Drake, of Fort Dodge, “President and Manager of Columbian 
Savings Company. of Fort Dodge, Iowa. “He has also a loan and insurance 
office at Fort Dodge where “Foreign Exchange is bought and sold.” Mrs. 
Carrie Drake, as before stated, lives in the house with her mother and 
reported the above items concerning her mother’s family in typewriting 
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February 2, 1897. Her husband, J.F. Drake, is elsewhere reported to be 
an active member of the Methodist Episcopal and we trust that his wife 
also, is a faithful follower of Him “who taketh away the sin of the world.” A 
young daughter is reported by her aunt, Mrs. A.E. White, Myrtle Elizabeth 
Drake, born May 16, 1899.
Sophia Rosenkrans. [198]
Sophia Rosenkrans. Daughter of Aaron, was born March 29, 1841, and 
died February 23, 1857.
George E. Rosenkrans [199]
George E. Rosenkrans, son of Aaron [086], and last child, was born at 
Hammondsport, N. Y Oct 1, 1844. As his father had a carriage factory and 
also a vineyard during his latter days he probably gained knowledge of the 
wheelwright business and fruit growing and was connected for a while 
with his father in the business. September 7, 1869, he married Rose Clark, 
of Steuben County, N, Y. After his father’s death, 1880, he went to 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and there engaged in the drug business. 
Subsequently he went to Miller, Hand County, South Dakota, and secured 
320 acres of Government land, where he 
lived for a time and was elected treasurer 
of Hand County. Retaining his land there 
he returned to the place of his birth, and 
is now living in Hammondsport. His 
children are Clarence C., Hattie C., 
William, Perry DeWitt, Floyd Ayers, and 
Mabel C,

Reverend Cyrus Egbert Rosenkrans 
[088] and Phebe Reeve had three 
children, and by Helen Sarah Benson 
he had four children.

Emma Louisa Rosenkrans [200]
Emma Louisa Rosenkrans, daughter of 
Cyrus Egbert, was born at East Troy, 
Wisconsin Territory, January 14, 1844, 
and died February 19, 1846.

mrs. harrieT g. (rOsenkrans) 
wrighT [201]
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Harriet Goodrich Rosenkrans [201]
Harriet Goodrich Rosenkrans, daughter of Reverend Cyrus Egbert [088], 
was born at East Troy, Wisconsin, Oct, 11, 1845, and married Henry Wright. 
I have not been able to get a report from her regarding her family till today 
(March 12, 1900), which is to be printed tomorrow. Her communication is 
dated Denver, Colonel, March 5, 1900, in which she says, “I was married 
27 years ago and have three sons — the eldest, Francis Henry, 26 years 
old. The second son, Harry Egbert, is 25 years old, and the youngest, 
Philip Reeve, is 20 years old this winter. My husband Henry Wright is an 
Englishman by birth (but a good American all the same) and is in mining 
and real estate business; but he has been in various enterprises, as he 
was a Colorado pioneer and came here in ‘59. I was elected as a Populist 
on a Silver Fusion ticket to the legislature from Araphoe County, of which 
Denver is the principal part, and our ticket was elected in the county by a 
12,000 majority. “She says: “I graduated from Rockford (Illinois) Woman’s 
College and taught before marriage.

*     *     *

She inscribes her name as “Mrs. Harriet G.R. Wright, Late Representative 
from Denver, Araphoe County, Colorado.

Received Too Late for General History1

(From Ainslee’s Magazine.)
“Mrs. Harriet G.R. Wright, who was elected (Representative) for Arapahoe 
County, has been a resident of Denver for nearly twenty years. With her 
husband and three grown sons, she occupies a pretty home that is the center 
of a pleasant social life. Mrs. Wright is the descendant of two old Colonial 
families. Her father, the Reverend Cyrus E. Rosenkrans, a Presbyterian 
clergyman, was an abolitionist, and one of the first advocates of advanced 
education for women. He was one of the founders of Beloit College, and 
afterwards started the Woman’s College in Columbus, Wisconsin, serving 
as its President for many years. Mrs. Wright was graduated from Rockford 
College, and for several years remained at the institution as one of its 
1   ED: The book went to the publisher in January 1900 and the Ainslee’s article was received in 
March 1900 shortly before the book was to be printed.  The article was inserted as an unnumbered page.
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teachers. She left the College to become an instructor in the High School 
at Columbus, Wisconsin.
After her marriage she (Mrs. Wright) went to Colorado, and was a fearless 
advocate of equal suffrage long before the movement became popular 
in Colorado. When the Populist Party gave her the nomination for the 
Legislature she received the support of many Democrats and Republicans 
who were anxious to see a woman of her rare qualifications put into a 
high place. Mrs. Wright has a keen, logical mind, which is supposed to 
be a possession rare among womankind. A quickness in repartee and an 
adroitness in exposing the weak points in an adversary’s speech have 
made her a foe to be feared on the floor of the House. In the recent fall 
campaign, this versatile little woman was vice chairman of the People’s 
Party Arapahoe County Central Committee. In this position that demanded 
so many peculiar qualities, she again gave evidence of her great executive 
ability and tact.”
Egbert Rosenkrans [202]
Egbert Rosenkrans, third and last child of Reverend Cyrus Egbert, and 
Phebe, was born at East Troy, September 2, 1847, and died 1848.
Henry Benson Rosenkrans [203]
Henry Benson Rosenkrans, son of Reverend Cyrus Egbert [088], and 
Helen S., was born at Columbus, Wisconsin, July 18, 1850, He remains 
unmarried, and as reported by letter January 26, 1894, was at Boulder, 
Colorado having a collection and loan agency office, where live stock was 
bought and sold.
Marian Reeve Rosenkrans [204]
Marian Reeve Rosenkrans, daughter of Reverend Cyrus Egbert [088], 
was born at Columbus, Wisconsin,, July 30, 1852. She went to Portage, 
Wisconsin, as a school teacher, November 1871, and July 9, 1873, married 
at Columbus, Orson Hutchins Warriner, of Portage, born at Thedford, Vt., 
September 10, 1835, who by practice is an engineer. After their marriage, 
Mr. and Mrs. Warriner lived one year at Plymouth, Wisconsin, and then 
two years in Milwaukee. October 1876, they returned to Portage, where 
they still resided in October 1897, when a report was received from Mrs. 
Warriner. She had the old family Bible, and reported most of the family 
records of her father’s family as well as her own. Her children were Richard 
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Orson, born December 18, 1876; died May 24, 1878, and Helen Haskell, 
born at Portage, March 9, 1879.
Rosalin Rosenkrans [205]
Rosalin Rosenkrans, daughter of Reverend Cyrus Egbert, was born 
December 19, 1854, and died October 25, 1869.
Dr. James Hankinson Rosenkrans [206]
Dr. James Hankinson Rosenkrans, son of Reverend Cyrus Egbert [088], 
was born 1857. His biography is as follows: “James Hankinson Rosenkrans, 
M.D., was born in Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin, July 31, 
1857, the son of the Reverend Cyrus Egbert Rosenkrans and his wife, 
formerly Miss Helen Sarah Benson, of Vermont. He received his elementary 
education in the public school of this small county town. With his mother 
he studied Latin and imbibed a love for culture. He was frugally brought 
up, and early learnt self-reliance. His mother died when he was seventeen 
years of age, and after that was entirely dependent on his own exertions. 
He got a position in a flouring mill in his native town, where he remained 
two and one-half years. Leaving the 
mill in October 1877, where he had 
learnt business habits he went to Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, determined to get an 
education. He remained in Ann Arbor 
five years supporting himself, not being 
absent or late a day except in the winter 
of 1879 and 1880, when he taught school 
in Caseville, Michigan, for four months. 
Graduating from the Ann Arbor High 
School in 1880, he at once entered the 
medical department of the University of 
Michigan, where he remained two years. 
In September 1882 he entered Bellevue 
Hospital Medical College, from which he 
received his medical degree in March 
1883. April 1, 1883, he was appointed 
on the staff at Randalls Island Hospital, 
and Infants’ Hospital of the City of New 
York for one year and one-half. Bring so 

dr. James hankinsOn 
rOsenkrans [206]
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well prepared, in the summer of 1884 he was called to substitute Dr. A.E. 
Loewenthal, of Hoboken, New Jersey, who was absent on a vacation for two 
weeks. After Dr. Loewenthal’s return he was called to substitute another 
Dr. at Jeanesville, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania for a few weeks. But his 
heart had been won in Hoboken by the sister of Dr. A.E. Loewenthal, the 
daughter of E.J. Loewenthal, M.D. of 1848 renown, who had left Germany 
like others for freedom. His good star led him back to Maja Loewenthal.

“O, that’s the lassie o’ my heart, 
 My lassie ever dearer 

O, that’s the queen o’ womankind, 
And ne’er a one to peer her,”

He began practice in October 1884, near Hoboken, on Jersey City Heights, 
and was married to Miss Maja Loewenthal, May 20, 1885. The next year 
he moved to Hoboken, where he has been very successful. In the spring of 
1886 he injured his knee. The knee became so bad that in a few months 
it was necessary to reset the knee joint, which was done by Dr. Frederick 
Lange, of New York City. In the spring of 1891 he began assisting Dr. 
Lange, and this training for nearly five years with a man of Dr. Lange’s 
experience and worldwide fame started the successful career of our modest 
and humble James Hankinson Rosenkrans. “Dr. Rosenkrans, it is said, 
has performed some very difficult surgical operations seldom attempted 
outside of a hospital, and with success, He also has a private hospital for 
patients in surgery. Two children have been born to him:, Egbert August 
Rosenkrans, October 7, 1887, and May Ernesta Rosenkrans, May 8, 1892. 
His residence is 826 Hudson Street, Hoboken, New Jersey.
Helen Rosenkrans [207]
Helen Rosenkrans, last child of Reverend Cyrus Egbert, was born at 
Columbus, Wisconsin October 15, 1859, was reported 1894 as living at 
Bozeman, Montana, but a letter addressed to her there failed to reach her.
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Reverend Joseph Rosenkrans [089] and Eliza Thompson had four 
children.

William T. Rosenkrans [208]
William T. Rosenkrans, son of Reverend Joseph, was born September 
1843, he remained unmarried and died in Denver, Colorado, March 26, 
1887. His brother, J.K.R. reports that he was connected with him in the 
sheep and cattle raising, in Colorado before his death.
Eliza Johnson Rosenkrans [209]
Eliza Johnson Rosenkrans, daughter of Reverend Joseph, was born 
November 24, 1845. She is living with her mother at No. 5 Price Place, 
Syracuse, New York. The above family items were received mainly from 
her,
Mary Rosenkrans [210]
Mary Rosenkrans, was born October 24, 1848, and died August 27, 1880.
Joseph H. Rosenkrans [211]
Joseph H. Rosenkrans, son of Reverend Joseph [087], born December 
22, 1855, married February 21, 1887, 
Mirriam Dorcas Robinson. He sailed 
around Cape Horn prospecting twenty-
five years ago, and subsequently settled 
at Haigler, Nebraska, where he owns 
a home. He also owns two ranches 
at Willow Creek, Arapahoe County, 
Colorado. The following brief report 
was received from him, dated Willow 
Creek Ranches, Colorado, March 9, 
1900: “I was educated at the Onondaga 
Academy, Onondaga Valley, N. Y went 
around Cape Horn in a sailing vessel 
to California in 1875-6; returned east 
and kept a country store for three years; 
returned to the west again, winter of 
1882-83, and in spring of 1883 started 
ranching at this point, breeding sheep 
and cattle and feeding cattle and sheep hamilTOn s. rOsenkrans [216]
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fat for Omaha and Chicago markets, which is a different business from 
breeding. My brother William was head of the firm until he died in spring of 
1887, since which time I have done business alone with varying success,” 
His children are Margaret, William Thompson and Joseph Robert.

Levi Dewitt Rosenkrans [090] and Evylin Picket had three children.

Harriet Rosenkrans [212]
Harriet Rosenkrans,
Jane Rosenkrans [213]
Jane Rosenkrans, and
Flora Rosenkrans [214]
Flora Rosenkrans, daughters of Levi DeWitt Rosenkrans, have departed 
this life. Their history is unknown.

Levi Rosenkrans [092] and Mary Jane Leach had six children.

Samantha Rosenkrans [215]
Samantha Rosenkrans, daughter of Levi, was born at Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
April 4, 1832, married March 16, 1864, Dr. H.G. Fay, and died September 
12, 1873.
Hamilton S. Rosenkrans [216]
Hamilton S. Rosenkrans, son of Levi [092] born in Steuben County, New 
York, November 21, 1834, married October 2, 1863, Helen M. Davis, of 
Cohocton, born January 30, 1840. Helen M. is a daughter of Daniel H. 
Davis, whose mother, born in Connecticut, was a sister of Colonel than 
Allen. Hamilton S. lived on the homestead farm of his father, at Wayland, 
which originally included a large portion of land on which the village is 
located. Besides farming he was a speculator and dealer in hay, straw, 
feed and other articles, a man who travelled considerably, having a large 
circle of acquaintances and friends. He took an active interest in the family 
history, and furnished many names and items of the family for this work. 
He died at Wayland, December 15, 1897. After his death the following 
obituary clipped from a newspaper was forwarded by a friend; “Hamilton S. 
Rosenkrans, who died at Wayland on Wednesday, December 15th, was born 
in Hammondsport on November 21, 1836. He had occupied the homestead 
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in Wayland since 1877, being extensively engaged in farming, lumbering 
and anufacturing. He had served his people there in the capacities of town 
clerk, justice of the peace, Assessor, and supervisor three terms. Since 
the incorporation of Wayland village he has been president and trustee, 
and also the president of the board of  education. “Mrs. Helen M., widow 
of Hamilton S. Rosenkrans, still lives in Wayland, and is a sister of Mrs. 
Melissa D., of Cohocton, widow of Samuel S. Rosenkrans (120). Hamilton’s 
children were Moynoral H., Luzerne Davis, Merton J., Lee Verne, Jennie 
June and Hattie Irene.
Elmina L. Rosenkrans [217]
Elmina L. Rosenkrans, daughter of Levi [092], was born at Wayland, July 
30, 1836, and married George W. Pope, December 29, 1873. Mr. Pope died 
in Buffalo, New York, June 11, 1882. Mrs. Elmina L. is a widow now living 
at Wayland, New York, and has one child, Grace Pope, about thirteen 
years of age.
Harriet E. Rosenkrans [218]
Harriet E. Rosenkrans, daughter of Levi [092], was born at Wayland, and 
married Thomas Adams. When reported they were living in Wayland, 
having children, Glen D., born 1858, and Minnie E., born 1862. Glen B. 
Adams married Lillian E. Walker, of Springwater, New York, and has a son 
born about 1881. Minnie E. Adams married Eugene S. Arnold; has a son 
Earl and lives in Buffalo, New York.
Ellen J. Rosenkrans [219]
Ellen J. Rosenkrans, daughter of Levi [092], was born in Wayland, December 
25, 1841; married December 14, 1876, John Hasler, who died May 2, 1888. 
When last heard from she was living with Mr. and Mrs. Eugene S. Arnold, 
in Buffalo, New York. She had her father’s family Bible, and reported many 
names and records concerning her father’s family.
John A Rosenkrans [220]
John A Rosenkrans, son of Levi [092], was born in Wayland Sept, 22, 
1845, married May 25, 1887, Elizabeth Newsome, lives at Wayland, and is 
engaged in the furniture trade.
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John Rosenkrans [093] was twice married and had four children.

Chester Rosenkrans [221]
Chester Rosenkrans, son of John [093], was born in Michigan about 1831; 
married and had sons Delos and Byron.
William Rosenkrans [222]
William Rosenkrans, son of John, married and had children, whose names 
are not known by the writer.
Joseph Rosenkrans [223]
Joseph Rosenkrans, son of John [093], also married and had two daughters.
Jemima Rosenkrans [224]
Jemima Rosenkrans, daughter of John [093], was born in Michigan about 
1837; married Russel Barker and had three children.

Abram Rosenkrans [094 and Nancy VanAuken had one child.

William Hastings Rosenkrans [225]
William Hastings Rosenkrans, the only child of Abram and Nancy, was 
born at Akron, Ohio, 1831; was a mute, educated at Philadelphia and 
while still young died at Princetown, near Cincinnati, Ohio.

Aaron Rosenkrans [095] and Sarah Crane had two children and by 
Amanda Warren he had three children,

Cynthia Louisa Rosenkrans [226]
Cynthia Louisa Rosenkrans, daughter of Aaron, was born on her father’s 
newly acquired farm near Ann Arbor, Michigan, April 21, 1830. At two 
or three years of age, she tells me, she was stolen by the Indians, but 
restored again after three months on the payment of a specified amount 
of whiskey, which her father had agreed to pay them for her restoration, 
Mrs. C.L. Stitt still recollects indistinctly the appearance of her Indian 
captors with whom she lived for a short time. At Ann Arbor, Michigan 
July 22, 1847, she married William Stitt, born at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
April 25, 1816. He was by occupation a carpenter and machinist in early 
life and 1849 moved to Meadville, Pennsylvania, where he had an interest 
in the oil business. In 1865 he went to Westfield, New Jersey, purchased 
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some land there, and acted as salesman, or commission merchant, selling 
oil and oil products from Pennsylvania. He eventually retired from active 
life, owning a portion of the land on which Westfield now stands, and was 
sent as a delegate to the Chicago Convention which nominated President 
Cleveland. He departed this life at Westfield, June 30, 1895. Mrs. C.L. Stitt 
still resides at Westfield, New Jersey, where the writer called on her in the 
summer of ‘99. Her children are Adeline A., Emma L., Mary H., William H., 
and Lizzie D. Adeline A. Stitt, born at Meadville, July 29, 1851, married 
January 9, 1878, Dr. Joseph Brock Harrison, from Mobile, Alabama, who 
settled in Westfield, as a physician, January 1877, as successor to Dr. 
Stryker. He is nicely situated there, and is said to have a large and lucrative 
practice. Emma L. Stitt, born at Meadville, October 29, 1853, married in 
Westfield, May 13, 1874, C.B. Peddie, of Newark, nephew of Mr. Peddie, 
the philanthropist. Their children are Genevieve, born April 24, 1875, and 
Louise Amelia, born February 9, 1877. Mary H. Stitt, born June 12, 1856, 
married October 9, 1876, William D. Chandler, who died, after which she 
married in April 1893, Silas W. Pearsall, who is engaged as foreman of 
the Domestic Sewing Machine Company’s works in Newark, New Jersey. 
William H. Stitt, son of William and C.L. Stitt [226] born in Meadville, 
Pennsylvania, June 13, 1860, married Sarah Nestor, May 9, 1891. He is a 
carpenter and lives in Westfield. Lizzie D., youngest child of Mrs. Cynthia 
Louisa Stitt, was born in Westfield January 10, 1866, and while preparing 
for graduation from the public school at fifteen years of’ age, was taken 
sick and died April 25, 1881.
Sarah Helen Rosenkrans [227]
Sarah Helen Rosenkrans, daughter of Aaron [095] was born near Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, October 20, 1832, married James Bigelow, a retired 
farmer, of Flint, Michigan, and died November 17, 1886, She had children: 
Eva, Edith and Addle.
Adeline Rosenkrans [228]
Adeline Rosenkrans, daughter of Aaron [095], by his, second wife, Amanda 
Warren, was born at Mount Morris, Livingston County, New York, October 
28, 1834, and died in Michigan, October 7, 1851.
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Charles T. Rosenkrans [229]
Charles T. Rosenkrans, son of Aaron [095], was born near Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, May 10, 1837. While living with his parents near Flint, he 
married October 28, 1863, Catharine Crasper. He is a farmer, still living 
near Flint, Michigan, and has two sons Frederick A. and Amos A.
Henry H. Rosenkrans [230]
Henry H. Rosenkrans, son of Aaron [095], was born on his father’s farm 
near Ann Arbor, Michigan, February 19, 1839, and while living near Flint, 
married October 8, 1862, Sarah E. Sissons, by whom he had two children: 
William A. and Minnie A. His wife died 1870, and June 1, 1871, he married 
Amanda M. Sawyer, by whom he had three children. It was reported, 1893, 
that he was living on a farm near Francisco, Michigan, and somewhat later 
as having a farm and a flouring mill at Byron. He retired from his farm and 
milling business in 1896, and moved to Lansing, where he died suddenly, 
April 14, 1896. The following is an account of his death as given in a paper 
received from his son, William A. Rosenkrans, of Corunna.

“THE MYSTERIOUS DEATH OF MR. H.H. ROSENKRANS, AT 
LANSING.”

“On Saturday morning of last week, 
Mrs. H.H. Rosenkrans left the home of 
her son, Cashier W.A. Rosenkrans, in 
this city, after a short visit to return to 
her home in Lansing. She reached the 
latter city at 10:40 and not finding her 
husband at the train she took a car to 
North Lansing and walked home after 
calling at the post office, where her 
husband had arranged to meet her, if he 
did not come to the train. Upon reaching 
her home, she found the door locked 
and a number of letters in the small 
box. She went to a side door and found 
the key in the lock on the outside. She 
opened the door and stepped into the 
dining room, followed by their daughter, 
who had accompanied her. By this time henry h. rOsenkrans [230]
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she was thoroughly alarmed and in an instant more the awful truth was 
revealed to her. The door of the pantry was opened and looking in she saw 
her husband’s body lying on the floor, his head thrown far back. When 
she stooped to lift him she saw that his face was blackened and his body 
rigid in death. He was a large, powerful man and, of course, she could not 
lift him. She then left the house, told the neighbors what she had found 
and went to the telephone office to send for her son, W.A. Rosenkrans, 
who is cashier of the First National Bank of this city. Coroner Butts was 
notified and arrived at the house about 12:30 o’clock. The time and precise 
manner of Mr. Rosenkrans’ death will probably always remain a mystery. 
It seems probable that his death was caused by heart disease. There was 
a book which he had been reading lying open on a table in the sitting 
room. No marks of violence were found on him or about the house. He was 
seen by a neighbor to go to the well after a pail of water about four o’clock 
Tuesday afternoon and as the pail was still full, Wednesday’s morning mail 
in the box and he was dressed, it is supposed his death occurred sometime 
Tuesday night. The condition of the body indicated that he had been dead 
over two days. Mr. and Mrs. Rosenkrans moved to Lansing from a farm 
about three weeks ago. They intended to make their home there in the 
future. The deceased was fifty-seven years old. He leaves a wife, one son 
and three daughters. He was a man of exemplary habits and well-to-do. 
The remains were taken to Byron, this county, where the funeral was held 
on Monday under the auspices of Fenton Commandery, Knights Templar, 
of which he was a member, assisted by Corunna Commandery and the 
Masonic order of Byron. “His son William A., in a letter received speaks 
of him as follows: “We had one of the best of fathers, kind, indulgent and 
loving, and it seems very hard indeed to bear his loss. Father was a man of 
the best of principles and having an implicit trust in his Savior, has found 
rest ere this. “After her husband’s death in Lansing, Mrs. H.H. Rosenkrans 
moved back to Byron, where her husband owned a home, and where he was 
buried. In January 1898, a letter was received from her giving information 
of the family and another recently. The children of Henry H. were William 
A. and Minnie A. by his first wife and by his second: Verena V., Addie L., 
and Grace G.
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Elijah Rosenkrans [097] and Nancy Dildine had one child.

Elijah Rosenkrans [231]
Elijah Rosenkrans, son of Elijah [097], was born on a farm near Wayland, 
Steuben Co, New York, January 29, 1832, a few months subsequent to his 
father’s death. He accompanied his mother to Michigan after her second 
marriage, 1835, where he married September 13, 1860, Eleanora Simpson, 
and as informed by Mrs. H.H. Rosenkrans, of Byron, Michigan. Elijah went 
still farther west, and settled at Fall City, Nebraska, where he was supposed 
to be still living. But he has probably left there, as a letter of inquiry directed 
to him was returned as uncalled for. His children are reported to be Orrie 
S., Amber E., Harry E., Clinton H., George B., and William W.

Joseph Rosenkrans [098] and Mary Austin had four children.

Aubert D. Rosenkrans [232]
Aubert D. Rosenkrans, son of Joseph [098], was born at Wallace, Steuben 
County, New York, November 12, 1845. 
He was brought up on the old homestead 
farm of his father and grandfather, both 
named Joseph, and still lives on it. 
December 28, 1868, he married Harriet 
Amanda Head, daughter of William R. 
and Martha Head. She died October 
1, 1889, leaving three children. On 
January 13, 1891, he married Rhoda 
A. Cooly, daughter of Martin Cooly, of 
Cohocton, who died August 20, 1894. 
August 4, 1897, he married Mrs. Alice 
A. Hurlburt, whose daughter, May 
Hurlburt, by her former husband, was 
married August 9, 1899, to Ernest Wild, 
of Cohocton. Aubert D.’s children, all by 
his first wife, are George Emery, Mertie 
M., and William R.

auBerT d. rOsenkrans [232]
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Josephine Lesette Rosenkrans [233]
Josephine Lesette Rosenkrans, daughter of Joseph, was born August 25, 
1848, and died at seven years of age.
Mary Heden Rosenkrans [234]
Mary Heden Rosenkrans, daughter of Joseph [098], was born at Wallace, 
September 6, 1850, and married LeRoy Jones, January 3, 1869. They live 
at Savona, N, Y.
George Byron Rosenkrans [235]
George Byron, son of “Joseph and Mary,” was born at Wallace, October 8, 
1859. The names of his parents sound Scriptural and his own poetical, 
but he is yet unmarried and now living with his brother Aubert D, on the 
homestead. They have the old family Bible, and he has kindly communicated 
the Bible records of his father’s family.

John B. Rosenkrans [100] and Margaret Hornbeck had five children,

Daniel Rosenkrans [236]
Daniel Rosenkrans, son of John B., was born September 7, 1817, and died 
in infancy.
Daniel H. Rosenkrans [237]
Daniel H. Rosenkrans, son of John B. [100], was born in Sandyston, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, May 4, 1819. He was brought up on his father’s farm, 
and when a young man, fell from the hay mow to the barn floor, receiving 
an injury which left him somewhat crippled for life. He was a first-class 
carpenter and worked at his trade till middle life, when he bought a home 
in Hainesville and retired from active life. He married December 1860, 
Jane M. Dimon, daughter of Jonathan Dimon, of Walpack, New Jersey 
He had one child, Irwin, born September 6, 1862, who died an infant. He 
subsequently adopted a little girl named Minnie R, Transau, who grew to 
early womanhood, and died in Newton, 1896. Daniel H. Rosenkrans died 
in Hainesville, New Jersey, September 20, 1891. His widow purchased a 
home in Newton, where she now resides.
Alfred Rosenkrans [238]
Alfred Rosenkrans, son of John B. [100], was born in Sandyston, New 
Jersey, December 24, 1822, and like his brother Daniel was a carpenter in 
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early life. He married 1850, Elizabeth Struble, daughter of William Struble, 
of Hampton Township, New Jersey She was born March 7, 1830. After his 
father’s death Alfred purchased the homestead farm on which he lived 
till his death, October 31, 1872, His widow, Mrs. Elizabeth Rosenkrans, 
purchased the farm after his death and lived on it for a number of years, 
but eventually sold it and died on Sunday before Christmas, 1896. Their 
children were William F., John B., Mary Alice, Daniel H., Jacob Linden, 
Anna Estella, Emma, Catharine A., Albert S., and Frank,
Everson W. Rosenkrans [239]
Everson W. Rosenkrans, son of John B. [100], was born in Sandyston, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, October 25, 1826. He was a clerk in a store while 
young, but went South where he lived 
for several years, and eventually began 
the mercantile business at Evansville, 
Indiana From there he went to Mount 
Vernon, Indiana, where he was engaged 
in the mercantile business and married 
July 24, 1860, Emma L. Lockwood, was 
born September 20, 1842. Her father 
was a banker, the principal stockholder 
and manager of the Mount Vernon bank 
in which Everson W. became cashier, 
which position he held for twenty-six 
years, retiring from the bank 1896. 
Report says that he is now occupied in 
collecting his rents for his farms and 
other properties. Mrs. E.L. Rosenkrans, 
his wife, has kindly furnished by letter 
the information concerning their family. 
Their children were John L., Lucas Leroy, 
Natalie, Everson W., and Carrie.
Jacob H. Rosenkrans [240]
Jacob H. Rosenkrans, son of John B. [100], was born in Sussex County, 
New Jersey, near the Walpack and Sandyston line, which is the East and 
West New Jersey line, September 28, 1830. After leaving the district school, 
he attended a select school at Mount Retirement Seminary, Wantage, New 

eversOn w. rOsenkrans [239]
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Jersey, and afterward clerked in the store at Centerville. From there he 
went to Port Jervis where he was salesman in a store for several years, 
eventually going in business with James Martin at Fairdale, Pennsylvania, 
on the Wyalusing, below Montrose. He there married, about 1862, Catharine 
Depue, daughter of Timothy, son of Deacon John Depue, of Sandyston, 
New Jersey. He eventually bought out the one-half interest of his partner 
in the store and since then has continued the business at that place. His 
children are Cyrill D., Daniel, Eugene, and Blanche.

Nicholas Rosenkrans [102] and Lydia Layton had seven children, and 
by Mary Smith he had two children.

Caroline Rosenkrans [241]
Caroline Rosenkrans, daughter of Nicholas, was born on the James Brink 
farm, on Flat Brook, April 21, 1822, and died at three years of age; she 

mrs. T.a. (rOsenkrans) 
durling [242a] 

and grandChildren

 lillie T. durling and edna 
m. durling

mrs. mary a. hOpper [242B]
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was buried at the old Shappanack burial ground at the Delaware, on the 
Rosenkrans homestead.
Teresa A. Rosenkrans [242]
Teresa A. Rosenkrans, daughter of Nicholas [102], was born in a log house 
on her father’s farm in Walpack, Sussex County New Jersey, May 12, 1824. 
Her mother died when she was young, and the cares of the household 
devolved mainly upon her till her father married again. While living at 
Centerville with her brothers, A.P., and Allen, she married March 2, 1854, 
Amzi A. Durling, a miller, then owning and operating the flouring mill near 
Centerville. Amzi A. came from a family of millers, and followed the 
occupation of a miller during life. His parents were John Durling and 
Leonora Northrup, After marriage he was engaged in that business 
successively at the following places Centerville, New Jersey, Wurtsboro, 
New York, Morristown, New Jersey, Hohokus, Boonton, Allamuchy, 
LaFayette and Port Oram. After his son, Edgar L., began the milling 
business at Morristown, he superintended the mill while he lived and died 
there June 3, 1896. 

daniel a. hOpper [242C] edgar l. durling [242d]
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Teresa A. became a member of the M.E. Church while young, and has 
always been zealous in the cause of Christianity and temperance. She is 
now living in Morristown with her daughter Mary, and kindly cared for by 
her son, Edgar L. Durling, ex-Sheriff of Morris County. Her children are 
Rodman P., Mary F., Edgar L., Anson R. and Esther T., who was born 
October 31, 1862, and died in infancy. Rodman P. Durling, eldest child of 
Amzi A. and Teresa A., was born at Layton, New Jersey, December 21, 
1854, and married March 3, 1880, Alice Bird, of Port Oram, Morris County, 
born March 12, 1862. He lives in Morristown and superintends the mill 
and milling business of his brother Edgar L. He and his wife are members 
of the M.E. Church at Morristown, and he is active in church work. His 
children are Amzi F., Ira S., Luther T., Edna M., Anson A., and Edgar L. 
(twins) and Russell C. The twins died the year they were born, and the 
others are still living with their parents. Mary F. Darling, daughter of Teresa 
A. [242], was born at Layton, New Jersey, May 20, 1856, and married at 
La Fayette December 23, 1876, Whitfield T. Hopper, of that place, a school 
teacher, born January 17, 1853. He died October 8, 1880. Mrs. Hopper, as 
previously stated, is living with her mother in Morristown. She is a 
dressmaker and church member. Her children are Walter A. Hopper, born 
September 21, 1877, who died in infancy, and Daniel A. Hopper, born at 
La Fayette December 2, 1878. Daniel A. Hopper, after leaving the public 
school at Morristown, studied as an architect there and afterward attended 
the Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New York, where he graduated June 22, 
1899. He is artistic by nature and is now in the employ of an architect in 
New York City. The report of his grandmother’s family and descendants 
has been given by him. Edgar L, Durling, son of Teresa A. and Amzi A., was 
born at Layton, New Jersey, May 22, 1858. He was inclined to the milling 
business in early life, and learned it with his father at the Culver & Huston 
mill in LaFayette, New Jersey, and was subsequently employed as a miller 
in Deckertown. While at Port Oram, in the mill with his father he leased 
the Hopler mill, at Morristown, and conducted a large business there, 
purchasing oats and other grain by the car load and delivering to the trade 
and private customers at Morristown. The mill was old and the mill dam 
weakened so that it gave way producing a flood, which nearly washed 
away his dwelling and barn and other property. He then contracted for the 
building of a steam mill at the railway near the depot where he now conducts 
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an extensive business, grinding feed and selling oats, feed, flour, hay, etc. 
October 10, 1895, he married Lue Lisensmith, of Morristown, born January 
7, 1873. He has held several positions of public trust since living there, 
and was elected Sheriff of the county in 1896, his term of office having 
expired recently. He had a son Norman L., born June 23, 1897, who died 
in October following. In the fulfillment of his official duties he has had the 
unpleasant task of hanging one man. According to public report, he has 
done much in improving the Court House and cell apartments, rendering 
the Court House an honor to the city, and convenient and satisfactory to 
the public, and more comfortable for its inmates. Anson R. Durling, son of 
Teresa [242], was born at Layton, Sussex County, New Jersey, March 29, 
1860. He was remarkably active and ambitious when yet a small boy and 
has retained that character to the present. While young he was with the 
writer in Scranton, Pennsylvania, a part of the time as foreman in conducting 
the bottling business. When not in Scranton he assisted his brother Edgar 
L., in the milling business at Morristown. January 4, 1883, while in 
Scranton, he married Flora DeGraw, of Scranton, born in Wyoming County, 
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Pennsylvania. March 24, 1864. Anson R. moved to Morristown soon after 
marriage and engaged in the hack business, keeping conveyances to meet 
the trains at the depot and to convey patrons about the city in shopping, 
viewing the scenery of the city, etc. He and his wife are both members of 
the Presbyterian church of Morristown, and have two promising daughters; 
Etta, born June 27, 1888, and Freda, born November 17, 1895.
Anson P. Rosenkrans [243]
Anson P. Rosenkrans [243], eldest son of Nicholas [102], named for Anson 
Potwine, once a merchant of Newton, was born in Walpack, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, near the Sandyston line, March 28, 1826. He was brought up 
on the farm and taught school for a time. In 1850 he was in Port Jervis 
forwarding farmers products to commission merchants in New York and in 
the meantime clerked in the store of VanFleet & Godfrey. After the death of 
his father near the close of that year be lived on the farm for one year and as 
administrator of his father’s estate sold the farm at public sale. In 1852 he 
engaged in the mercantile business with Alanson A. Kinner, at Centerville, 
and in ‘53 with the writer under the firm name of Rosenkrans Brothers, 
While thus engaged in the mercantile business there he married 1853 
Glorvina M. Young, born August 5, 1826, She was a daughter of Colonel 
Peter Young, of Sandyston, whose wife was Jennettie Brink, daughter of 
James Brink and Arreantie Rosenkrans [054]. Arreantie was the daughter 
of Herman Rosenkrans and Arreantie Oosterhout and Herman’s father was 
Dirk, the son of Harmon Hendrick [001]. About the year 1855 Anson P, left 
that place and engaged in the mercantile business at Flatbrookville and in 
1857 purchased of Isaac Rosenkrans [391] in Newton his interest in the 
store of Hull & Rosenkrans and in company with David R. Hull conducted 
a large mercantile business there for many years under the firm name of 
Hull & Rosenkrans. At the close of the Civil War, 1865, Anson P. sold out 
his interest in the store and store property to Mr. Hull and in 1866 he and 
the writer, under the firm name of A.P. &A. Rosenkrans, engaged in the 
mercantile business in Newton, which they continued for two years. In 1868 
Anson P. settled on a farm in Sandyston Township, it being the homestead of 
his father-in-law, Colonel Peter Young. He subsequently conducted a store 
at Hainesville and still later, in company with his son-in-law, H.A. Depue, 
at Port Jervis, New York, and afterward at Stillwater, Sussex County, New 
Jersey While in Sandyston his wife’s health failed and she was for several 
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years an invalid and a great sufferer. She died on the farm June 12, 1880, 
and was buried at Hainesville cemetery December 23, 1882. He married 
Berthena Pierson, of Stillwater, born May 16, 1852, daughter of Jonathan 
E. Pierson. A.P. Rosenkrans is not a politician seeking office, but has been 
a zealous Republican since the days of Lincoln, and firmly believes that the 
welfare of the Nation depends upon the success of that party. He is now in 
the mercantile business and Post Master in Stillwater, New Jersey He and 
his wife are both members of the Presbyterian Church. His children, all by 
his first wife, are Lester L., Georgie, and Elijah C.
Layton Rosenkrans [244]
Layton Rosenkrans, son of Nicholas [102], was born in Walpack, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, April 21, 1828. When grown to manhood on the farm, he 
undertook to learn the cooper’s trade, but became partially paralyzed, and 
was obliged to relinquish it. He assisted the writer in a store at Centerville 
for a time, and afterwards in the city of New York. He lived in the west and 
subsequently in Scranton for a long time, 
and February 11, 1873, married Mary 
Ann Sivers, of Fairdale, Susquehanna 
County, Pennsylvania, born August 12, 
1850. Soon after marriage, he bought a 
home near Fairdale, on the Wyalusing, 
where he still resides. He has no 
children, but in 1893 adopted a little girl 
from Philadelphia named Lillian, born 
January 8, 1893. She was received from 
a charitable institution in Philadelphia 
which provides homes for the homeless.
Allen Rosenkrans [245]
Allen Rosenkrans, compiler of this 
genealogy, son of Nicholas [102], was 
born in a log house in Walpack, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, on his mother’s 
birthday, Friday, February 5, 1830. He 
was named for a Presbyterian clergyman, 
Reverend Edward Allen, and lived with 
his father on the farm till fifteen years of 
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age, when he went to clerk in a store for his uncle John B. Layton, at 
Layton, three miles up Flatbrook. In the spring of 1847, his uncle sold his 
store to his brother William, and the writer continued with him until his 
death the same year. He then in company with his grandfather, John 
Layton, Esq., purchased the store goods and conducted a mercantile 
business till the spring of 1849, when they were obliged to relinquish the 
business on account of the possession of the store property being demanded 
by the owner. During {1849 he attended school at Deckertown Academy 
six months, and on account of its discontinuance, finished the year’s 
attendance at the Mount Retirement Seminary in Wantage. The writer 
loves study, and as he paid his own schooling, applied his time well to his 
studies, which during the year consisted of Arithmetic, Parsing in Milton, 
Algebra, Geometry, Surveying, Philosophy and Chemistry. During the year 
1850 I was employed by Clark & Judson, Commission Merchants of New 
York to receive farmer’s produce at Port Jervis and forward to them in the 
city and in a short time was taken in the store as bookkeeper at 183 Reade 
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Street. December 1850, my father died, and I returned home at the close 
of the year, but soon engaged for the following year with another commission 
firm of that city, Bevans & Blizzard, and continued at Port Jervis, clerking 
in the meantime in the store of VanFleet & Godfrey. Near the close of the 
year the writer was compelled to return home for a time, and there, like 
Simon Peter’s wife, “lay sick of a fever.” During this time, my employers 
relinquished the business. I then took the Peter’s Valley district school, 
where most of my school days had been spent, being the first native teacher 
there, and taught two winters, then, at Centerville, now called Layton. 
During the year 1852, the writer in company with Sylvester Layton, 
attended a great political gathering at Niagara Falls, in the interest of 
General Scott as a Presidential candidate, late from the Mexican War, and 
there heard the great editor Greeley make a political speech. The following 
morning the writer crossed the suspension bridge into Canada, then a 
curiosity in this country, and took breakfast at a hotel in the dominion of 
Queen Victoria, On my way home, visited relatives in Steuben County in 
Hammondsport and, in company with others, chaperoned by Miss Ann 
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Eliza Rosenkrans, of Hammondsport, now Mrs. White [196], visited the 
neighboring glen and glided upon the lake. While at Centerville, engaged 
in the mercantile business, the writer served for three years as town 
Superintendent of Public Schools, prior to the appointment of a County 
Superintendent. In 1863 in company with my brother, A.P., purchased the 
store goods and went into the mercantile business at the Layton store. In 
1854, I was married to Charlotte Tuttle, of Tuttle’s corner, born May 16, 
1833, daughter of Benjamin Tuttle, from Orange County, New York, who 
married Lucy Smith, of Wantage. His likeness and biography are to be 
found in Everett & Peck’s History of Sussex County. In 1855 purchased 
my brother’s interest in the store and two years later was again obliged to 
give possession of the store property and to sell the goods at a sacrifice. 
Touring 1857, with my little family of wife and one child, I moved to New 
York City, landing at the old Chamberlain Hotel, on West Street, the evening 
the Crystal Palace was burned. In company with my brother-in-law, John 
Jackson, and Jack of all trades, fitted up an ambrotype gallery on Grand 
Street, and about 1859 opened a grocery store on the East Corner of 
Broadway and 32d Street. The building which I occupied in part was newly 
built and owned by one Mr. Codling, who collected his rent quarterly in 
advance through an agent named Lawrence, and failed to pay his humble 
tenant his last grocery bIllinois When the writer lived in New York, 1850, 
there were but few dwellings above 30th Street, and they mainly Irish 
shanties around which goats could be seen grazing, and climbing the rocks 
which abounded there. The Battery was yet standing at Castle Garden, 
and contained the principal hall of the city for large public gatherings, and 
there Jenny Lind sang after her arrival one Sunday morning 1850, when 
Gennin, the hatter, became famous and added to his fortune by purchasing 
the first seat for the concert at an enormous premium. In 1857 there were 
but few buildings above the Crystal Palace grounds at 49th Street, except 
on the main road to Harlem, then a small suburb of the city, the tallest 
building in the city was Stewart’s sugar refinery on Greenwich Street, ten 
stories high. Now the Park building, opposite the post office, is thirty-two 
stories high, and others near it are so high that they are called sky scrapers, 
probably twice as high as Nimrod, the mighty hunter and the first king 
purposed to build his tower for a protection against the floods. The store 
property mentioned on Broadway and 32nd Street, in 1860, was valued at 
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$30,000, and is now worth $200,000, In the fall of 1861 the writer exchanged 
his store business in New York for a country store at Newport, near Pine 
Island, New York, and in the spring of 1862, came to Newton and engaged 
in the clothing business; sold out at the close of the war, and for the second 
time entered into the mercantile business in company with his brother 
A.P, In 1868 sold to brother Lorenzo D. and purchased lot No. 12, 
Lackawanna Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania, and there engaged in the 
bottling business. In 1869, the building and contents occupied and owned 
by the writer were consumed by fire in the night, when his wife, long an 
invalid and blind from the effects of pain in the head, was carried from a 
bed of sickness to escape fire for the second time, the first having been in 
New York, 1860, when her second child was but three days old. In 1870 I 
purchased a farm of forty acres on the Delaware, in Sussex County, New 
Jersey, six miles below Port Jervis, and moved there on account of my 
wife’s ill health, but she died March 11, 1870, and was buried in Newton 
cemetery March 20, 1871, was married to Mary Catharine Wintermute, 
born in Stillwater township November 13, 1840, daughter of Jeptha A., 
son of Peter, son of George, son of George Winter-mute, the emigrant, born 
in Germany 1711; came to Philadelphia 1736, married Margaret Elizabeth 
Burnhart, 1739, died and was buried in Stillwater cemetery 1782, where 
his grave stone still presents the foregoing items concerning him. Having 
kept the business going in Scranton through the foreman, who was made 
a partner when I moved to New Jersey, and having erected a new building 
on the ruins of the former one, returned to Scranton 1872, and continued 
the business there till 1884, dealing some in real estate. In 1879 my partner 
died, when the business again came fully into my possession. In 1885 our 
daughter Minnie died in Scranton, on Vine Street, and was buried at 
Newton, New Jersey, where we moved November 4th of the same year; 
purchased about six and one-half acres on High Street, in the suburb of 
Newton; erected buildings and moved there in October, 1886. My present 
occupation is mainly growing berries,, while my sons have been going to 
school, or engaged in other occupations, We are members of the Presbyterian 
church, but not a sectarian or confined to a church creed, believing that 
the Bible teaches more truths than is contained in either one or all the 
creeds. I believe in the Divine inspiration of the Scriptures, and of all the 
books of the Bible (King James Version); in the literal as well as figurative 
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interpretation of the Scriptures, as having a double meaning and application, 
temporal and spiritual, teaching what their words declare. Am a Republican 
in politics, though not a politician, and have been such since the days of 
Lincoln, firmly believing in the McKinley foreign policy of expansion and 
control of the Philippine Islands, believing that the Spanish war, giving us 
possession of those islands, was clearly Providential, for the temporal and 
Spiritual welfare of the islanders and for the good of the world, and that it 
is our duty as an enlightened, rich and powerful people, to govern and 
Christianize and enlighten them till they are capable of governing 
themselves. I am in favor also of Temperance and all moral reforms, 
realizing the fact that God is now doing an especial work among the nations 
in preparing them and the world for the reception of the Gospel and the 
Kingdom of Christ, and that it is our duty, as far as possible to co-operate 
with Him in this work by educating, Christianizing and civilizing the 
oppressed islanders entrusted to our care.
According to prophecy and the signs of the times, we are, apparently in the 
last of the “seventy weeks (of seven years) determined upon Daniel’s people” 
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regarding their restoration, beginning in 1895; during which period great 
events were to take place, including the destruction of the Mohammedan 
persecuting power of “1290 days” and near-the close of this period we look 
for the more literal smiting. of “the Image upon his feet” by the “Stone,” 
thus destroying the five kingdoms which the “great Image” represents; 
after which the Stone is to become a “great mountain and “fill the whole 
earth.” These kingdoms are to “become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
His Christ. “
The writer’s life has been somewhat eventful in things seen and “things 
not seen,” he having been Providentially led hither and thither like the 
Israelites in the wilderness, sometimes “into green pastures and beside the 
still waters” and then encountering giant obstacles in the way of progress, 
drinking of the bitter waters of family affliction and disappointment and 
sorrow.
But the writer is well assured that all these are for our spiritual good, 
“working out” for those who trust in the Lord “a far exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.” The inspired Job said in the midst of his afflictions, “Shall 
we receive good at the hand of God and shall we not receive evil?” Job’s 
afflictions were not for the sake of pleasing the Devil, who was permitted 
to afflict him, nor in punishment for his sins, for he was a servant of the 
Lord, there being “none like him in the earth, a perfect and upright man, 
one that feared God and eschewed evil,” but for the purpose of giving to 
the world for imitation an example of patiently enduring suffering, and 
of faithfulness and trust in God under afflictions, which would result in 
eternal blessings to him.
The inspired Psalmist says, “Blessed is the man whom the Lord chasteneth. 
“He chasteneth not for his pleasure, but “for our profit that we may partake 
of His holiness.” It is well said,
“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense; But trust Him for his grace; Behind a 
frowning Providence, He hides a smiling face.”
Since marriage in 1854 the writer has lived in three different states and at 
seven separate periods having moved from one state to another six times 
— has owned thirteen different properties in the three states and moved 
twenty-one times.
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I have suffered painful afflictions intermittently since childhood, my first 
wife was afflicted thirteen years, suffering pain which brought blindness 
and eventually ended in death; and my second wife is now suffering the 
pains of a malady of three years duration which is constantly growing more 
malignant and threatening. With Jacob I might say “Few and evil have the 
days of the years of my life been” — yet my life has been comparatively happy, 
with more pleasure than pain, more joy than sorrow, never despondent but 
ever hopeful and thankful for the blessings enjoyed, having faith in God 
and his promises for the future, knowing that “He doeth all things well,” 
and “looking for a city which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker 
is God. “My children by my first wife are Carrie, and Lucy T. By my second 
wife Allen E., Layton W., Minnie (departed,) and Luke D.
Emily Rosenkrans [246]
Emily Rosenkrans, daughter of Nicholas [102], was born in Walpack, New 
Jersey, May 31, 1832, and died July 5, 1834. She like her sister Caroline, 
was buried at the Shappanack burying ground, near the Delaware.
Lorenzo D. Rosenkrans [247]
Lorenzo D. Rosenkrans, youngest child of Nicholas [102] by his first wife, 
was born in the newly erected dwelling of his father in Walpack, New Jersey, 
October 17, 1834. He was sixteen years of age when his father died, and 
as the farm was sold and the family scattered and yet unmarried, he was 
left, without a home like the rest of us till one was established by himself. 
After leaving the district school he went to Mount Retirement Seminary, 
in Wantage, kept by Prof. Stiles, and afterward taught school at Tuttle’s 
schoolhouse in Sandyston. He clerked in a store and then conducted a store 
in Walpack, and subsequently bought the store property at Centreville, 
remaining there several years. About 1860 he married Amelia Retalic, a 
school teacher, daughter of John Retalic, of Pike County, Pennsylvania 
In 1866 he purchased a property on Spring Street, and kept store there, 
which he enlarged in 1868 by the purchase of the store and store property 
adjoining occupied by the writer and his brother. On a part of that property 
now stands the Rosenkrans building occupied by M.P. Tully and the 
Newton Club. L.D. Rosenkrans purchased several real estates in Newton, 
on which he erected buildings and thus improved the town. He erected a 
dwelling for himself on Madison Street, where he started a livery stable in 
connection with his store, and which he finally located near Spring Street, 
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now kept by his son Frank H. Rosenkrans. Among the dwellings built 
by him is the one on Halstead Street, where his family now reside, and 
another just below the post office, still owned by the family. He and his 
wife were both members of the Presbyterian Church. He died October 18, 
1884. His children are Frank H., Charles Irving, departed, and M. Victor.
Henry Oscar Rosenkrans [248]
Henry Oscar Rosenkrans, son of Nicholas [102], by his third wife Mary 
Smith, was born on the Walpack farm, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
January 18, 1847, being but three years of age at his father’s death. He 
was brought up by his mother on the Smith farm in Sandyston, where she 
was raised. On leaving school at an early age, Henry Oscar lived for some 
time with his brother Lorenzo D., assisting him in the store, but while 
young engaged in the bottling business in Port Jervis, which he eventually 
sold out and went to Elmira, New York, then to Owego, and finally to Jersey 
City, where he conducted the bottling business, which he exchanged for 
the Erie Coal yard. He there conducted the coal business with success for 
several years, but on account of the failing health of his wife injuriously 
affected by the sea breeze, he returned to Port Jervis, and entered into the 
coal and lumber business in company with a Mr. Conrad. While living in 
Port Jervis the first time, Henry Oscar was married December 16, 1868, 
to Fannie Starkweather, born in Waymart, Pennsylvania, May 24, 1849. 
He eventually withdrew from the firm at Port Jervis for the purpose of 
constructing some buildings in Jersey City, and afterwards purchased and 
opened another coal and lumber yard in Port Jervis, which he recently 
sold but still conducts the business there. His wife was long an invalid and 
died at Port Jervis, 1899. His daughter, Mrs. Nettie Thorpe, and husband 
occupy his house and he lives with them. The following is a part of the 
obituary of his wife, which appeared in the Port Jervis Gazette, edited by 
Mr. W.H. Nearpass, the family historian. His children are Mary, Florence 
and Nettie: “Mrs. Fannie M. Starkweather, wife of Mr. H.O. Rosenkrans, 
died at 4 o’clock, this morning at her home, No. 154 East Main Street, 
from bronchial asthma and other complications from which she had been 
a sufferer for the past five years. Mrs. Rosenkrans was the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles L. Starkweather and was born at Waymart, Pennsylvania, 
on the 24th of May, 1849, Queen Victoria’s birthday, and, consequently, 
was 50 years of age on the 24th of the present months Her people removed 
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to Port Jervis during Miss Fannie’s girlhood days and her education was 
completed in the public schools of Port Jervis. Following her marriage to 
Mr. Rosenkrans, December 16, 1868, they removed to Jersey City where 
her husband was engaged in an extensive coal and lumber business. The 
sea air proving injurious to Mrs. Rosenkrans’ health they removed to Port 
Jervis in the elegant and luxurious home on east Main Street that her fond 
husband had prepared for her reception.
In early girlhood Mrs. Rosenkrans developed a fervent Christian spirit and 
was always much interested in church work and acts of charity and in the 
year 1869, under the pastorate of Rev, T.J.B. House, she united with the 
Baptist church of this village.
Mrs. Rosenkrans was the possessor of a cheerful, happy, loving spirit. She 
was a devoted wife and mother; enjoyed social life and was never happier 
than when surrounded by friends for whom she was endeavoring to make 
life happier.
Mrs. Rosenkrans leaves in her immediate family her husband, Henry Oscar 
Rosenkrans, and two daughters, Florence, Mrs. Lawrence Walters, Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania; and Nettie M., Mrs. R, Grant Thorpe, Port Jervis.”
Myron S. Rosenkrans [249]
Myron S. Rosenkrans, son of Nicholas [102]; was born in Walpack, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, February 27, 1851, two months subsequent to his 
father’s death. When his brother Oscar went into the bottling business, 
in Port Jervis, about 1867 he went and assisted him, and also in Elmira, 
Owego and Jersey City. He was married November 1, 1871, to Alice Marvin, 
of Port Jervis, New York, born September 10, 1852, He engaged in the 
boot and shoe business in Jersey City, but leaving it was subsequently 
bookkeeper in that city, and still later way-master for the New York & Erie 
R.R. Company, in New York. His health is not good and he is unable at 
present to do much labor. He has one son; Harry Howard.
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Avert Rosenkrans [103] and Mary Smith had four children, and by 
Mary Buss he had nine children.

Benjamin Rosenkrans [250]
Benjamin Rosenkrans, son of Avert [103], was born in Walpack, New 
Jersey, December 23, 1823. He was brought up to farming, and married 
Mary Ann Smith, daughter of Philip J. Smith, of Walpack. Sometime after 
the death of his father-in-law, Benjamin purchased the Smith farm, near 
Flatbrookville, it being a part of the 1,210 acre tract purchased in part by 
his ancestor, Nicholas Schoonhoven, 1725, Benjamin was an ambitious, 
prudent farmer, and died 1874. His wife, Mrs. Mary Ann Rosenkrans, 
remained on the farm assisted by her son Philip till her death 1897. 
Benjamin’s children are Philip, and Eugene.
Margaret Maria Rosenkrans [251]
Margaret Maria Rosenkrans, daughter of 
Avert [103], was born in Walpack, grew 
to womanhood, and died unmarried.
Phoebe Jane Rosenkrans [252]
Phoebe Jane Rosenkrans, daughter 
of Avert [103] was born in Walpack, 
New Jersey, married John Swartwout, 
a farmer, who settled on a farm near 
Bushkill, Pennsylvania, where they 
still live. They have one daughter, Ruth 
Swartwout, who was married to William 
Turner, and has a daughter Fannie.
Jacob Rosenkrans [253]
Jacob Rosenkrans, youngest son of 
Avert, by his first wife, was born in 
Walpack, New Jersey, about 1830, While 
young he went to Lee County, Illinois, 
and there married Martha Stephens. He 
purchased a farm near Pawpaw, Illinois, 
on which he lived and farmed till within 
a few years, and having purchased 
another farm at Spencer, Clay Co,, Iowa, marTin rOsenkranz [254]
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on which his son lives, he and his wife have recently gone there and live 
with him. Their children are Mary, and Frank.
Martin Rosenkrans [254]
Martin Rosenkrans, eldest son of Avert [103] by his second wife, was 
born in Walpack, New Jersey, September 11, 1840. After leaving the 
public school at Pempey, near his father’s farm, he attended school at 
the Blairstown Academy, and also at Mount Retirement Seminary, and 
taught school for some time. He eventually went to Princeton Colleges and 
graduated there 1867. He came to Newton and studied law, meanwhile 
teaching school part of the time at Stillwater, and still later assisting at the 
Newton Institute. March 21, 1871, he married Martha VanBlarcom, born 
May 16, 1848, a daughter of Samuel VanBlarcom and Eliza Gunderman, 
his wife, of Lafayette Township, New Jersey Martin studied law with Coult 
& Anderson of Newton, and also with Captain Lewis VanBlarcom. He 
commenced practice at Newton 1870, and completed his law course 1873, 
He is still an Attorney and Counselor in Newton, and one of the leading 
lawyers of the place, whose office is near the Court House. He also owns 
and manages a farm of about 250 acres including the homestead of his 
late father-in-law. His children are Lillian M., Addison P., and William.
Sarah E. Rosenkrans [255]
Sarah E. Rosenkrans, daughter of Avert [103], was born in December 1841. 
She married Martin Decker, a farmer in Walpack, and lived on the river 
road near Flatbrookville. He was born in 1837, and died 1892. Mrs. Sarah 
E. Decker was married December 1899 to Jonas S. Decker, ex-Surrogate 
of the county, and lives in Newton. Her children by her first husband are: 
Ralph Decker, born February 23, 1872, and Willard, born October 20, 
1876. Ralph Decker, son of Sarah E., is a graduate of the Trenton Normal 
School and a school teacher. He married 1899 Mellie Stickney, daughter of 
Charles E. Stickney, of Deckertown, editor of the Wantage Recorder, and is 
teaching school at Deckertown. Willard Decker, son of Sarah E., attended 
school at Blair Hall, Blairstown, New Jersey, is a school teacher and now 
teaching at Branchville, New Jersey.
Amanda Rosenkrans [256]
Amanda Rosenkrans, daughter of Avert, was born in Walpack, New Jersey, 
and married Daniel S. Smith, a farmer, who lives near Flatbrookville, 
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on the farm once owned by Nicholas Schoonover, grandson of Nicholas 
Schoonhoven, who purchased there, 1725, maternal great great grandfather 
of Amanda. This is the farm on which was built the first Walpack church, 
the ground for which was presented by Thomas Brink and Nicholas 
Schoonhoven, 1737, and recorded in this book in connection with the 
name of Major Benjamin Rosenkrans [047]. Amanda’s children are Sereno, 
Victor, Chester, Clinton, Justin, Preston and Floyd. Sereno Smith married 
Anna Posten, lives in Newark, New Jersey, and clerks in a store. Victor 
Smith born December 22, 1868, died January 23, 1880. Chester I. Smith 
is a school teacher, now teaching at Montague, New Jersey. Clinton Smith, 
born July 21, 1876, married December 28, 1898, Anna Cole, daughter of 
Dayton Cole, and Eveline Shay, of Walpack Center. Justin Smith, born 
March 11, 1878, died November 5, of the same year. Preston Smith, born 
December 2, 1880, died February 8, 1881. Floyd D. Smith is clerking in a 
store at Dingman’s Choice, Pennsylvania.
John S. Rosenkrans [257]
John S. Rosenkrans, son of Avert [103], was born in Walpack, March 1846. 
December 10, 1873, he married Mary A. Schooley, born March 14, 1852. 
She is a daughter of John Schooley, late of Sandyston, New Jersey, whose 
father was Levi Schooley, of Stillwater. John S. Rosenkrans owns and lives 
on the homestead farm in Walpack at the junction of the river and the 
ridge roads below Shappanack. Mrs. Mary A. Rosenkrans kindly reported 
names and records of the family and of relatives in that vicinity. Their 
children are Maud, Cora, and Everett S.
Seeley Rosenkrans [258]
Seeley Rosenkrans, son of Avert [103], was born in Walpack in 1848. He was 
a school teacher for many years, teaching in New Jersey and Lackawanna 
County, Pennsylvania In 1882’ he married Emma Lantz, born 1851, 
daughter of John Lantz, of Branchville, New Jersey After marriage Seeley 
engaged in the mercantile business in East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania 
He took an active part in the establishment of the State Normal School in 
that place, which was opened in 1893; was chairman of the first Board of 
Managers, and holds that position at the present time. He is still in the 
mercantile business in East Stroudsburg. His children are Edna L., and 
Carl.
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Maria Rosenkrans [259]
Maria Rosenkrans, daughter of Avert [103], was born in Sussex County, New 
Jersey, and married Albert Lanterman, son of Abram, late of Blairstown, 
New Jersey Albert and Maria settled at Mandan, Morton County, North 
Dakota, about twelve miles from Bismarck. He there engaged extensively 
in sheep raising and wool production, bringing in sheep from the farther 
west and leasing them to the farmers about him, receiving an annual 
share of the wool product and of the lambs. When the partnership with 
his brother William A. was dissolved the firm owned about 32,000 sheep. 
Mr. Lanterman recently visited New Jersey, the main object of his visit 
being the sad mission of accompanying the remains of his eldest sister 
Retta to Blairstown for interment. He also accompanied from the west the 
remains of his brother-in-law, James Hartley Staley, after his death at 
Fisher, Minnesota, 1891, whose remains were also buried at Blairstown. 
Mr. Lanterman and wife have one child, Everitt, evidently named for his 
grandfather Rosenkrans.
Aquilla Rosenkrans [260]
Aquilla Rosenkrans, daughter of Avert [103], married Enos Freeman, a 
jeweler engaged in business at Blairstown, New Jersey
Celesta Rosenkrans [261]
Celesta Rosenkrans, daughter of Avert, born in Walpack, New Jersey, 
married The Honorable L. Milton Wilson, ex-postmaster and merchant 
at Blairstown, New Jersey, and at one time represented his county, it is 
said, “with much ability and rare integrity,” in the State Legislature. Their 
children are Roscoe, Alice, and Edith.
Martha Alice Rosenkrans [262]
Martha Alice Rosenkrans, the thirteenth and last child of Avert [103], was 
born in Walpack, Sussex County, New Jersey, and lives at Blairstown, 
Warren County, New Jersey

Levi Rosenkrans [104] and Rebecca Williams had fourteen children.

Brittain Rosenkrans [263]
Brittain Rosenkrans, son of Levi [104], was born in Walpack, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, September 15, 1822. He was raised near Bald Mount, 
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Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, and there married April 5, 1845, 
Harriet Richards, born in New Jersey April 16, 1823. He purchased a farm 
near Milwaukie, Luzerne County, now Lackawanna, on which he lived till 
his death, by pneumonia, January 24, 1883. The writer was at his funeral. 
At the last account received his widow was still living on the farm. His 
children were Amzi, Amos, Johnson R., Johnson, Huldah C., Lydia A., 
Alice R., and Amanda.
Lydia Jane Rosenkrans [264]
Lydia Jane Rosenkrans, daughter of Levi [104], was born in Walpack, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, May 19, 1824, and married Adam Thompson, 
of Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, October 17, 1846. Adam Thompson 
was a carpenter by trade, and after farming, a short time, near Milwaukie, 
west of Bald Mount, moved to Scranton, about 1850, and worked at his 
trade there. He bought a lot near “the flats,” where he built him a house, 
but afterward bought a lot on Adams Avenue, where he built and has lived 
to the present time. This is opposite the court house, and the park 
surrounding it, which was then a mucky swamp covered with brush and 
scattering trees, and so remained till about 1870, when it was filled with 
culm and other waste material conveyed from the rolling mills through a 
tunnel leading to the swamp. Adam Thompson has been å very prudent, 
cautious and energetic man, earnestly striving for a share of this world’s 
wealth, which he has abundantly secured. His wife died April 5, 1897, a 
member of the Methodist church to which he also belongs. Mr. Thompson 
still lives on the premises, enlarged by a later purchase. Their children are 
Martha Alice, born July 1, 1847; George B., born January 15, 1849; Franc, 
born July 21, 1854; and Andrew, born November 10, 1850, and died March 
15, 1860. Martha Alice Thompson married, October 14, 1868, Clarence E. 
Pryor, of Scranton, then clerking in a store, and afterward a merchant in 
company with his brother-in-law, George B. Thompson, in the book and 
stationery business. He has since been City Prothonotary2, and recently 
Sheriff of Lackawanna County. Martha Alice died February 21, 1871, 
leaving one son, George Pryor, a jeweler, engaged in business in Scranton. 
George B. Thompson, son of Adam and Lydia Jane, was a clerk in a grocery 
store in Scranton while young, and married, January 16, 1872, Alta B. 
Robison, of Dansville, New York He engaged in the mercantile business 

2  ED: Archaic term meaning chief clerk of a court. Misspelled “Prothonitery” in the original text.
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with his brother-in-law Mr. Pryor, mentioned above, in the book and 
stationery business on Lackawanna Avenue, and was in business there for 
many years. The firm dissolved partnership after which he conducted the 
business for several years. He has been a Captain of a company of State 
Militia, stationed at Scranton as a city guard; is now looking after the real 
estate interests of his father and his own. His children are Arthur Clarence 
Thompson, born April 27, 1875, who entered West Point in 1896, but 
resigned the position the following year. Lulu Thompson, born June 25, 
1883, and George Benjamin Thompson, born November 26, 1891. George 
B. Thompson, the father, has assisted the writer in furnishing names, 
birth dates, marriages, etc., in the family of his grandfather, Levi Rosenkrans. 
Franc Thompson, daughter of Adam and Lydia Jane, was born in Scranton, 
July 21, 1854. She married May 26, 1877, Horace A. Vail, then living in 
Scranton, real estate dealer, from Blairstown, New Jersey, son of Dr. 
William P. Vail, of Marksboro, and nephew of the late John I. Blair. Mr. 
Vail died May 12, 1893. Mrs. Franc Vail still resides at her home in Scranton. 
Her children are Howard Locke, born March 6, 1878, John Burson, born 
September 5, 1879. Emma Louise, born 
May 21, 1881, and Helen Augusta, born 
October 25, 1883. Howard Locke Vail, 
son of Franc, as reported in November 
1899, is in Philadelphia, studying for a 
physician.
Amanda Rosenkrans [265]
Amanda Rosenkrans, daughter of Levi 
[104], was born in Sussex County, New 
Jersey, June 24, 1826. Living with 
her parents in Lackawanna County, 
Pennsylvania, she married Louis Drake, 
a farmer, who settled on a farm west of 
Bald Mount, He and his wife are both 
dead. Their children were Ira, Mary and 
Jacob,
Seeley Rosenkrans [266]
Seeley Rosenkrans, son of Levi [104], was 
born in Sussex Co New Jersey, February J. william rOsenkrans [267]
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25, 1828. He was brought up in Luzerne County, now Lackawanna, 
Pennsylvania, and there married July 3, 1851, Catharine Hufford, born 
July 12, 1831. Seeley was a hard working farmer, and frugal and settled 
on a farm adjoining his father’s west of Bald Mount, where he died in 
February 1897. His children are: Charles H., Cynthia R Laura E Floyd E 
Julia A., John R., Rosanna T., Ira T., Adam T., George Henry and Tressie 
R., the latter having reported the above family items.
J. William Rosenkrans [267]
J. William Rosenkrans, son of Levi [104], was born in Walpack, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, April 3, 1830. He went with his parents to Pennsylvania 
in 1833, and eventually settled in Iowa. His biography recently received 
from him is as follows; “I was born in Sussex County, New Jersey, April 3, 
1830. Moved from New Jersey to Pennsylvania with my parents in 1833, 
where I remained until 1856 when I moved to Iowa. Was married to Jane 
Smith, at Guttenburg, Iowa, on the Mississippi River on March 24, 1858, 
and settled down four miles north of Edgewood, Iowa, remaining there 

BenJamin rOsenkrans [268a] mrs. harrieT rOsenkrans 
[268B]
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until 1879, when I moved to Sanborn County, South Dakota, We built sod 
shanty in which we lived for one year, and then built a good dwelling. We 
had 200 acres of land, put out 5 acres of trees, and were comfortably 
situated, but at last in fall of 1889 was obliged to leave on account of 
drought, then settled at Brush Creek, Fayette County, Iowa, staying there 
four years, and then moving back to Edgewood. My wife’s birth was July 
6, 1843, in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. We had three children: Andrew 
J. Rosenkrans, was born October 5, 1858, and died September 20, 1892. 
Alvina J. Rosenkrans, born June 17, 1860. Benjamin Rosenkrans, born 
July 16, 1866. My occupation is stone mason.” J.W. Rosenkrans and wife 
are both members of the “United Brethren” Church.
Benjamin Rosenkrans [268]
Benjamin Rosenkrans, son of Levi [104], was born in Sussex County, New 
Jersey, August 2, 1832, and was the last of the children of Levi born in New 
Jersey. Benjamin, evidently named for his grandfather, married November 
30, 1854, Harriet Smith, of Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, sister to the 
wife of his brother J. William. She was born June 15, 1835. He went with 
his brother William in 1856 and settled on a farm near Edgewood, Iowa, 
moved 1879 to Manchester, Iowa, but returned to the farm the following 
year. He died there March 2, 1887, His wife subsequently married George 
Elliott, and still lives on the farm. He and his wife visited in Lackawanna 
County, and in Scranton with his brother William, and at the writer’s 
house about the year 1883. His children are Hezekiah, Philena Rebecca, 
Irvin and Harriet Livera
Margaret Rosenkrans [269]
Margaret Rosenkrans, daughter of Levi [104], was born in Pennsylvania, 
October 16, 1835, married Charles Albright, a farmer, October 14, 1858, 
and in 1880 was farming near Pittston, Pennsylvania She had nine children: 
Jennie, born October 15, 1859, Roanna, born September 7, 1861, George, 
born November 12, 1863 and died young. Charles, born November 16, 
1865, Jesse, December 20, 1867, Adam, December 19, 1870, Clarence, 
November 20, 1872. Frank, born December 12, 1874, died 1885, Teressa, 
born January 16, 1876, died December 27, 1883. Jennie Albright, married 
August 1, 1880, Benjamin Bosworth, at Pittston, Pennsylvania, and has 
three children: C. Raymond, born 1882, A. Laura, born 1888, and B. Frank, 
born 1892. Adam Albright married July 2, 1894, Maud M. Monroe, had 
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a child Jessie, born July 17, 1895, and died 1897, and Margaret A., born 
August 18, 1896, Albert, born August 9, 1897, died 1898, and Charles H., 
born November 18, 1898.
Teresa Rosenkrans [270]
Teresa Rosenkrans, daughter of Levi [104], was born in Lackawanna 
County, Pennsylvania, February 12, 1837. She married Jonathan Rozelle, 
went west, and at last account was living in Oklahoma Territory.
Martha C. Rosenkrans [271]
Martha C. Rosenkrans, daughter of Levi [104], was born February 16, 
1839, and married Kinsley Comstock, November 28, 1859. He died June 
14, 1862, and she again married November 17, 1864, William McLaughlin, 
and lives in Scranton, Pennsylvania Her children are: Alice Comstock 
born December 16, 1880. Altemos, born May 19, 1862, and by her second 
husband, Anna Rose McLaughlin, born November 19, 1873.
Roanna Rosenkrans [272]
Roanna Rosenkrans, daughter of Levi [104], was born March 8, 1841. She 
married September 22, 1866, William A. Kearn, a farmer who was killed by 
the falling of a tree while chopping it down, January 22, 1867. She afterward 
married May 2, 1883, John Hice, born August 21, 1825, a merchant and 
farmer, at Newton Center, post office Bald Mount, Pennsylvania Roanna 
has a daughter by her first husband named Wilda Jane Kearn born Sept 5, 
1867. Her second husband, John Hice, has by a former wife a son named 
William Alvia Hice. William Alvia, son of John, was married October 3, 
1888, to Wilda J. Kearn, daughter of Roanna, and has a son Burson, born 
June 13, 1896, who is the pride of the family. William A. Hice is connected 
with his father in business at Newton Centre. Roanna Rosenkrans before 
marriage witnessed one tragic scene which she was heard to relate about 
the year 1870. A deserter so-called from the Civil War was at her father’s 
house when he saw approaching a man detailed to arrest deserters and 
who it seemed had said he would capture this man dead or alive. The man 
with his gun ran to the top of the kitchen stairs telling Roanna to keep away 
from the stairs. The pursuer entered the kitchen, asked for the deserter 
by name and receiving no information attempted to ascend the stairs in 
search of him, when the man at the top of the stairs shot and killed him, 
instantly, at the foot of the stairs. A few years later, while the writer was 
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living in Scranton, the soldier returned to the county, was arrested and 
tried for murder at Wilkes-Barre, but was acquitted. The names of the 
parties are forgotten.
Layton Rosenkrans [273]
Layton Rosenkrans, son of Levi [104], was born in Lackawanna County, 
Pennsylvania, with -his twin brother Levi February 26, 1843. He married 
November 16, 1866, Ruth Ann Garrison, lived in the vicinity of Bald 
Mount, or Newton Centre, and eventually moved to Scranton. He returned 
to Bald Mount, however, and when last heard from was still living there 
as a farmer. His children are Rebecca, Justin, Eva, Emerson, and Elmer.
Levi Rosenkrans [274]
Levi Rosenkrans, son of Levi [104], and twin brother of Layton, born February 
26, 1843, married Mary Myres, was a farmer and lived in Lackawanna 
County, in the vicinity of Bald Mount. He died August 25, 1892, leaving 
two children: Bertie, and Otto.
Gideon Judson Rosenkrans [275]
Gideon Judson Rosenkrans, Son of Levi [104], was born near Bald Mount, 
Pennsylvania, March 28, 1845. He was a soldier in the war of the Rebellion. 
In 1866 he married Emma R. Casterlin, of Mount Salem, New Jersey; 
was born December 27, 1844. Her father was Thomas I. Casterlin and 
her mother I. Heater, of Beemerville. They live at Brinktown, Lackawanna 
County, Pennsylvania, and have seven children: Minnie B., Levi T., Hattie 
I., Carrie, Jesse H., Harvey S., and Kate.
Mallery Rosenkrans [276]
Mallery Rosenkrans, son of Levi and Rebecca and fourteenth child, was 
born in Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, March 26, 1848. While yet 
single he went west and at last account was said to be married and living 
in St. Paul, Minnesota

Abram Rosenkrans [106] and Lydia Henry had five children, and by 
Elizabeth Bennett he had six children.

Henry Rosenkrans [277]
Henry Rosenkrans, son of Abram [106], was born in Walpack, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, March 26, 1829. His parents removed to Luzerne 
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County, in 1839, but he remained in Sussex and lived with his grandfather, 
Benjamin Rosenkrans, till the age of eighteen, when he joined his parents 
in Pennsylvania in 1847. November 14, 1852, he married Martha Hart, 
of Pittston, born April 17, 1835. He was a carpenter and in 1853 went 
to Pawpaw, Illinois, where his father and relatives had gone. In 1859 he 
moved to Pike’s Peak, Montana, where he died September 9, 1859. His wife 
died there July 18, 1880. His children were Oscar P., Frances, Lydia, and 
Priscilla M.
Hiram Rosenkrans [278]
Hiram Rosenkrans, son of Abram [106], was born in Walpack, New Jersey, 
March 9, 1831. He was eight years of age when his father moved to 
Pennsylvania and remained with his uncle Elijah Rosenkrans, in Walpack, 
till he grew to manhood, then joined his father in Pennsylvania and went 
with him to Illinois. At Pawpaw he married Mary Jane Town and was one 
of the first of the family to continue on to Marble Rock, Floyd County, 
Iowa, where, report said, he was for 
some time quite extensively engaged in 
raising cattle and other stock. He 
eventually went into the mercantile 
business at Marble Rock, having a 
hardware store, and at last report was 
still engaged in that business. His 
children as reported by others are: 
Marietta, Alvin, and Martha.
Martha Rosenkrans [279]
Martha Rosenkrans, daughter of Abram 
[106], was born in New Jersey March 
9, 1833, married April 22, 1852, in 
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, John 
Litts, born March 8, 1826. He was a 
farmer and went to Lee County, Illinois, 
and died at Pawpaw, March 30, 1858. 
Mrs. Martha Litts afterward married 
Reverend W.C. Runyon, a farmer. She is 
a church member and lived at Pawpaw. 
She visited the writer in Scranton, 1885, 

mrs. marTha (rOsenkrans) 
runyOn [279]
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among other relatives there and has communicated recently. She had one 
son by her first husband, named Alton Litts, born November 22, 1853, and 
died October 2, 1865. She has also a daughter by her second husband, 
Lydia Runyon, born January 3, 1864, who married January 31, 1885, 
Joseph Baker, a painter at Pawpaw, Illinois
Andrew H. Rosenkrans [280]
Andrew H. Rosenkrans, son of Abram [106], was born in Sussex County, 
New Jersey, March 10, 1835. He was four years of age when his father 
moved to Pennsylvania and twenty when he moved to Illinois. Andrew H. 
married October 15, 1863, Lydia Mitten, of Pawpaw. He has been a farmer 
who has succeeded well and become an extensive farmer and breeder of 
stock. In 1865 he began to purchase land, beginning with eighty acres, 
and added to his possessions till he now owns 646 acres, being more than 
a mile square, including a lot in Pawpaw for a home, on which he has 
recently built and now lives. His land is divided into three farms, one of 
which contains a driving course for the training of horses. His land is 
prairie, very productive and easy of cultivation, paying well for the time 
and labor in producing crops. It is reported that the purchasing price of 
his lands exceeds $30,000. His chief products seem to be timothy seed, 

andrew h. rOsenkrans and family [280a]
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corn and oats. He once wrote to the writer about making market for one 
thousand bushels of timothy seed besides corn and oats, Andrew H. has 
furnished information concerning many of the descendants of his father 
Abram, and of other relatives. He occasionally returns to the scene of his 
early home in Pennsylvania visiting among his relatives and twice visited 
the writer while living in Scranton, 1868 to 1885. His children are Anson, 
and Byron M., both farmers near Pawpaw, living on his farms, connected 
by telephone.
Alvin C. Rosenkrans [281]
Alvin C. Rosenkrans, son of Abram [106], is the last child born in Sussex 
County, New Jersey, born June 14, 1837. He accompanied his lather to 
Pennsylvania and still later to Illinois, and was there married, 1865, to 
Cynthia Town, of Shabona. Like others of the family, he proceeded on 
westward, till lie reached Floyd County, Iowa and there settled on a farm 
near Marble Rock, where he still lives. His children are Forest, and Guy, 
the latter being departed,

sTOCk farm Of a.h. rOsenkrans [280B]
pawpaw, illinOis [280B]
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Priscilla C. Rosenkrans [282]
Priscilla C. Rosenkrans, daughter of Abram [106], by his last wife, was 
born in Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, January 3, 1840. She was 
married July 4, 1857, to Isaac Harding, and lived at Pawpaw, where she 
died September 18, 1858, leaving one son, Clark R. Harding.
Mary Jane Rosenkrans [283]
Mary Jane Rosenkrans, daughter of Abram [106], was born in Lackawanna 
County, Pennsylvania, February 28, 1842, and married Jacob Miller. They 
moved to Marble Rock, Iowa, where Mary Jane died leaving four children 
— Anna, Amy, Jennie and Franc. Anna Miller, born November 17, 1863, 
married Henry Smith, a farmer near Marble Rock; Amy Miller, married 
P. Jordon, and lives at Clinton, Iowa; Jennie married Lew Schrader, a 
farmer near Marble Rock and have several children. Franc Miller married 
Alexander Wilson, a farmer, near Marble Rock and has one son.
Nicholas Rosenkrans [284]
Nicholas Rosenkrans, son of Abram [106], named after the writer’s father, 
was born in Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania December 9, 1843. The 
following is his autobiography received by letter from Marble Rock, dated 
June 22, 1897; “My name in full is Nicholas Rosenkrans. I am first son 
of Abram Rosenkrans and Elizabeth Rosenkrans. I was born in Luzerne 
County, Pennsylvania, December 9, 1843, where I lived until at the age of 
ten, I with my parents, moved to Lee County, Illinois. There I resided until 
the fall of 1867, when, in company with my parents and some friends, I 
emigrated to Floyd County, Iowa, where I have ever since resided, pursuing 
principally the occupation of farming. Emaline Rosenkrans, formerly 
Emaline A. Comstock, was born in Clinton County, New York, March 22, 
1840; was married to N. Rosenkrans December 31, 1868, We have never 
had any children. Wishing you abundance of success with your genealogy, 
and that I may someday have the pleasure of visiting you, I remain very 
respectfully, N. Rosenkrans.” (Come on, Nicholas.)
Elijah A. Rosenkrans [285]
Elijah A. Rosenkrans, son of Abram [106], was born in Lackawanna 
County, Pennsylvania, January 6, 1846. Living at Marble Rock, Iowa he 
married Franc Bissel, born July 16, 1853. His wife, said to have been 
a good musician, died November 2, 1886. Elijah A. was the first of the 
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family to engage in the mercantile business at Marble Rock, in company 
with John Durland, during the sixties, in the old town of Aureola, His 
father Abram eventually bought Durland’s interest in the store and under 
the firm name of Elijah A. Rosenkrans & Company, the business was 
conducted till Abram’s death, 1889. Elijah A. then carried on the business 
as administrator till his own death, October 17, 1891, His son Harry B, 
Rosenkrans then succeeded them in the mercantile business, Elijah A’s, 
children were Bertha, Grace and Harry B,
Lester W. Rosenkrans [286]
Lester W. Rosenkrans, son of Abram [106], was born in Pennsylvania, 
January 19, 1850. While living at Marble Rock he married December 31, 
1874, Mary Z. Cheadle, born April 18, 1854. She died without issue 
February 19, 1877. June 16, 1878, Lester W. married Sarah L. Blace, born 
April 1, 1858. He was a farmer till twenty-two years of age and in 1872 
commenced clerking in the store for his father and brother and also learned 
the jewelry business, When he reported, June 1897, he was working at his 

mrs. ida e. (rOsenkrans) 
sTeTler [287a]

dr. T.h. sTeTler [287B]



224

trade and also conducting a small grocery store. He had a home in the 
town of Marble Rock and a farm of 84 acres one mile away. He had two 
children by his second wife, Archie B, and Floyd A., -the former having 
died 1883.
Ida E. Rosenkrans [287]

Ida E. Rosenkrans, youngest child of Abram [106], was born in Pennsylvania 
October 31, 1853. She was married December 31, 1870, to Dr., Thomas H. 
Stetler, born in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, August 6, 1847. He became 
a practicing physician at Pawpaw, Illinois, many years ago and is still 
practicing his profession there. Dr. and Mrs. Stetler have one daughter, 
Orla N., born February 4, 1886.

Elijah Rosenkrans [107] and Amanda M. F. VanSickle had three 
children.

Mary V. Rosenkrans [288]
Mary V. Rosenkrans, daughter of Elijah [107] was born at Flatbrookville, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, and married September 16, 1888, at Port 
Jervis, New York, W.H. McCollum, foreman of construction work in the 
eastern district, for a telephone company located at 253 Broadway, New 

residenCe Of dr. T.h. sTeTler [287d]
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York City. He superintends the establishing of telephones in twelve states 
of the Union. He lives at 9 Hollywood Avenue, East Orange, New Jersey, 
and with his wife recently visited Newton. They have two children: Mellet 
May McCollum, born November 19, 1889, and W.H. McCollum, Jr., born 
June 13, 1891.
Hortense Rosenkrans [289]
Hortense Rosenkrans, was born at Flatbrookville July 26, 1870, and died 
at Newton June 18, 1882.
Sylvia Augusta Rosenkrans [290]
Sylvia Augusta Rosenkrans, was born in Walpack, Sussex County, New 
Jersey, was a typewriter, died at Jersey City and was buried in Newton 
cemetery.

James Oliver Rosenkrans [115] and Susan VanCampen had five 
children.

Sarah Rosenkrans [291]
Sarah Rosenkrans, daughter of James Oliver, was born March 8, 1828, 
and is living at White Water, Wisconsin, where her father lived.
Cecelia Rosenkrans [292]
Cecelia Rosenkrans, daughter of James Oliver [115] born May 1, 1831, 
married June 22, 1854, Augustus C. Kinner, who died June 29, t863. She 
died at the home of her son, Dr. Edward Kinner, at Gaytown, Virginia, May 
18, 1892. Cecelia had four children: Mary K., Dr. Edward, Herbert, and 
Harriet. Mary R. Kinner married Walter Landsdale and lives at Elkhorn, 
Wisconsin. Dr. Edward Kinner is a physician practicing at Gaytown, 
Virginia. Herbert, her second son, married Jennie Fox and is a lawyer of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Harriet, the youngest, married Herbert Henderson 
and lives at Santa Paula, California.
Simeon D. Rosenkrans [293]
Simeon D. Rosenkrans, son of James Oliver [115], was born October 4, 
1836; married Mary Welch, January 1, 1857; and was farming at Sugar 
Creek, Wisconsin where she died May 20, 1894. Simeon D. when last heard 
from was living with his son Walter at Helena, Montana. His children are 
Frank, Walter, Carrie, Hattie, Laura, and Harvey.
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Anson C. Rosenkrans [294]
Anson C. Rosenkrans, son of James Oliver [115], was born April 4, 1840; 
married March 28, 1867, Ella Smith, born 1844, and lives on a ranch at 
Berry Essa, near San Jose, California, fifty miles from San Francisco. In a 
letter dated June 9, 1897, he reports that he raises on his ranch apricots, 
peaches, plums and a variety of cherries. He sent me a card announcing 
his daughter’s recent wedding and closed his letter with a postscript saying 
that “the latch string” hangs out for me in case I shall ever visit California. 
Long life and happiness to him and his family. His children are: E. Jay, 
another son whose name is not deciphered, Blanche Marie, and Henrietta 
Smith, departed.
Mary Rosenkrans [295]
Mary Rosenkrans, daughter of James Oliver [115], was born August 13, 
1845. She remains unmarried and is a dressmaker, living at White Water, 
Wisconsin. Since she answered a letter addressed to her father, 1893, he 
having died previous to that date, we have had reports from her receiving 
the information above given concerning her father’s family.

Dr. Henry S. Rosenkrans [116] and Mary Sharp had five children.

David Hosack Rosenkrans [296]
David Hosack Rosenkrans, son of Dr. Henry S., was born at Hamburg, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, October 3, 1830, and was named for Dr. 
David Hosack, of New York City, with whom his father studied medicine 
before marriage. David H. lives in Newark, where his father spent his last 
days and died 1878. In a letter of January 4, 1899, he says that he is 
a travelling engineer for different locomotive companies, putting up and 
delivering locomotives at their destination. Said he had then just returned 
from California, and expected in a few days to go to New Orleans. His 
residence was 55 New Street, Newark.
Joseph Rosenkrans [297]
Joseph Rosenkrans, son of Dr. Henry [116], was born at Hamburg, August 
10, 1832. It is reported that he was an excellent violinist and a soldier in 
the Civil War, and died May 30, 1868.
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Helen M. Rosenkrans [298]
Helen M. Rosenkrans, daughter of Dr. Henry, born in Hamburg, 1834, 
died August 13, 1857. In the county records we find that Dr. Henry S. 
Rosenkrans administered on the estate of Helen M. Rosenkrans September 
24, 1858.
Mary Estelle Rosenkrans [299]
Mary Estelle Rosenkrans, was born 1836, and died May 6, 1857. Her father 
also administered on her estate September 24, 1858.
Sarah Elizabeth Rosenkrans [300]
Sarah Elizabeth Rosenkrans, born August 20, 1846, lives with her brother 
David H., in New Jersey
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Simeon Rosenkrans [117] and Mary Zimmerman had three children.

Samuel Rosenkrans [301]

samuel rOsenkrans’ residenCe [301B]

mrs. h.a. rOsenkrans and family [301a]
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Samuel Rosenkrans, son of Simeon (117), was born at Springfield, Monroe 
County, Pennsylvania on February 15, 1834. His father moved to Avoca, 
near Cohocton, New York, the year of his birth. Samuel there married 
March 6, 1859, Harriet Amelia Armstrong, born January 22, 1836. He 
lived in Steuben County, New York, till 1870, when he located at Albany, 
Illinois, and in company with Early & Armstrong, as reported by Mrs. H.A. 
Rosenkrans, engaged extensively in the 
mercantile business, dealing in stock 
and farmer’s produce, shipping to 
Chicago and Milwaukee. He eventually 
purchased the interest of his partners 
and closed up the business, purchasing 
five or six hundred acres of land near 
Albany, and dealing heavily in hogs and 
corn, and as many a man has done, 
speculated a trifle too much at the Board 
of Trade in Chicago. He also kept a dairy 
of fifty cows at one time and made butter 
extensively. He had four children, and 
therefore divided his land into four 
farms, one for each child, and before his 
death commenced erecting buildings 
upon them, which his widow, Mrs. 
Harriet A. Rosenkrans has completed. 
She was also conducting a millinery 
business when her husband died, and 
as an enterprising woman, has done 
canvassing of some kind since his death.
Samuel’s children are Mary P., James H., Harriet L., and Myron S.

samuel rOsenkrans [301a]
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Louisa Rosenkrans [302]
Louisa Rosenkrans, daughter of Simeon [117], was born February 11, 
1839, and died at Cohocton, August 29, 1866.
Henry Rosenkrans [303]
Henry Rosenkrans, brother of the above, was born January 9, 1843, and 
died May 1865.

John Rosenkrans [118] and Mary Johnson had eight children.

Helen P. Rosenkrans [304]
Helen P. Rosenkrans, daughter of John (118), as reported by her brother 
Henry J., of Kansas City, Missouri, was born in Walworth County, Wisconsin, 
1838. Another member of the family reports that she was well educated 
and qualified as a school teacher and that while officiating as principal of 
one of the schools in Charles City, Iowa, married in Beloit, 1863, DeWitt 
C. Duncan, another teacher of Charles City, whose home is sometimes 
at Charles City and other times at Venita, Indian Territory. It is reported 

lOuisa rOsenkrans [302] henry rOsenkrans [303]
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also that she has served as Superintendent of Public Schools, Floyd 
County, Iowa, and has been active also in Christian and benevolent work. 
A communication was received from her dated Venita, Indian Territory, in 
October 1899, expressing willingness to aid in the accomplishment of the 
Rosenkrans History, in which she felt an interest.
Florana Lilly Rosenkrans [305]
Florana Lilly Rosenkrans, daughter of John [118], was born in Walworth 
County, Wisconsin, 1840, and married 1861, Frank P. Sterling. They live 

at Helena, Montana, and, by request, she in November 1899, forwarded 
the following autobiography: “I was educated in my native state, Wisconsin, 
completing my studies at the Female Seminary, of Beloit, Rock County, 
Wisconsin, about 1859, was married September 17, 1861, to Frank P. 
Sterling, of Elkhorn, Walworth County, Wisconsin, who had just enlisted 
in County A, 10th Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers, and who served in the 
Civil war more than three years. During my husband’s absence I enlisted 
in Government service as Hospital nurse and served in that capacity for 
eighteen months, At the close of the war we went to Iowa to make our 
home, where our two sons were born. Fred J. Sterling born June 4, 1867 

frank p. sTerling and family [305]
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and Harry H. Sterling born February 8, 1871. We left Shellsburg, Iowa, for 
our present home, Helena, Montana, in 1874, and have resided here since 
that time. In 1876 Mr. Sterling was appointed by President Grant as receiver 
of public monies in the Helena Land Office and the following year was 
reappointed by President Hayes, serving in that capacity for the full term 
of four years, ‘Upon his retiring from office he began the practice of law, 
before the Interior Department. That same year he was appointed Public 
Administrator of Lewis & Clarke County, and in 1882 he was nominated 
and elected Probate Judge. Before the expiration of his term as Probate 
Judge he was admitted to the bar and licensed to practice in the courts of 
Montana, He is still engaged in the practice of his profession. Fred J. 
Sterling is employed in W.A. Clarke’s hank, Butte, Montana, as exchange 
clerk. Harry H. Sterling is in Gunn, Idaho, employed as clerk for the Helena 
& Frisco Mining Company. You enquired in regard to my name Lilly being 
spelled with two ells. I was named for a young lady by the name of Florana 
Lilly, who was an intimate friend of my mother’s, who resided in Dover, 

Ohio. I might add that, under and by 
virtue of an act of Congress approved 
August 2d, 1895, granting pensions to 
females who had served as nurses during 
the Civil war, I have been honored by 
being placed upon that list and am now 
drawing a pension of twelve dollars per 
month. Respectfully, Florana Lilly 
Rosenkrans Sterling.”
Henry J. Rosencrans [306]
[118], was born in Walworth County, 
Wisconsin, 1842, and lives at Kansas 
City, Missouri In a report, dated December 
7, 1897, he writes: “I might say that very 
little of my life since fifteen years of age 
has been spent at father’s house, so that 
many things that pertain to his early life 
that I may have heard him speak of from 
time to time have escaped me, I was born 
in Walworth County, Wisconsin, 1842; 

henry J. rOsenCrans [306a]
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married Miss H. Louise Warner, at Bloomington, Illinois July 26, 1886. H. 
Louise Warner was born in Elgin, Ill April 14, 1861. We have one daughter 
Blanche L., born in Kansas City, Missouri, July 15, 1887. H.J.R. enlisted 
at Beloit, in 22nd, Reg., Wisconsin Volunteer Inf., in August, 1862, and 
served during the war, returning to Waverly, Iowa, in August, 1865; crossed 
the plains to Helena, Montana, in 1866. Was engaged there in mining and 
merchandising until December, 1875, when sold out and returned again 

to Waverly, In fall, 1876, went to Southern Colorado and Northern Texas 
and engaged in cattle ranching, continuing in that business until fall of 
1884. After marriage in 1886, made my home at Bloomington until March, 
1897; moved to Kansas City where have lived since. One of the organizers 
of the Union National Bank in 1887, and its assistant cashier for some 
years. Still å director and to some extent engaged in the cattle business.” 
As stated above, Henry J. Rosencrans and wife have one child, Blanche, 
whose picture appears with that of her mother.

mrs. lOuisa rOsenCrans and BlanChe rOsenCrans 
[306B]
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Lucien I. Rosencrans [307]
Lucien I. Rosencrans, son of John [118], was born at East Troy, Wisconsin, 
April 21, 1847, went to Helena, Montana, 1872, and there married about 
1880 Ida B. Wilson, of Helena, and lived there for years. In February 1899, 
his brother Lucius H. reported that he was living in Idaho and had four 
daughters, whose names were not known.
Lucius H. Rosencrans [308]
Lucius H. Rosencrans, son of John [118], twin brother of Lucien I., was born 
at East Troy, Walworth County, Wisconsin, April 21, 1847, and married 
April 17, 1882, Marcella L. Jenkins, of Waverly, Iowa. The following is 
his history as given by request dated, Albert Lea, Minnesota, February 
15, 1899, “Dear Relative: Yours of recent date was received and contents 
noted, was much pleased in its perusal for I am much interested in our 
family history. I was born at East Troy, Wisconsin, April 21, 1847. My 
school days were spent in Beloit, Rock County, Wisconsin, until the fall of 
‘64 removed to Waverly, Iowa. The spring of 1865 returned to Beloit and 
served three years apprenticeship to my trade, harness maker. Spring of 
1868 removed again to Waverly and worked at my trade there until the 
spring of ‘73. That spring I took a trip down through Missouri, Kansas, 
and Nebraska, remaining down there until fall and then went to Helena, 
Montana, was in business there three years. The fall of 1877 removed my 
business to Fort Benton, Montana, which place I remained in until the fall 
of 1888. In the spring of 1832 I came back to Waverly, was married April 
17, 1882, to Miss Marcella L. Jenkins, who was born November 10, 1855, 
at Garnavillo, Clayton County, Iowa. In May 1892, we returned to Fort 
Benton, Montana Territory. Our first child, Elvira Pearl Rosencrans, was 
born at Fort Benton, Montana, May 22 1887. In October, 1887, owing to my 
wife’s poor health returned to Waverly, Iowa. Our second child, Erma Delen 
Rosencrans, was born June 27, 1889, and died September 1, 1889. Our 
third child, Harold Ingersoll, was born April 20, 1891. In September 1892, 
we removed to Albert Lea, Minnesota, in which place we have resided since 
that date. My twin brother Lucian I. Rosencrans is somewhere in Idaho 
Territory. My oldest brother, Henry J., is still in Kansas City, Missouri. 
My youngest brother, Milo M., is in Ogden, Utah. My oldest sister, Mrs. 
D.W.C. Duncan, is in Venita, Idaho Territory, and next oldest sister, Mrs. 
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F.P. Sterling, is in Helena, Montana, and my youngest sister, Mrs. J.C. 
Barney lives in Waverly, Iowa,”
 S. Amelia Rosencrans [309]
S. Amelia Rosencrans was born in Walworth County, Wisconsin, 1849, 
and married 1874 J. Calvin Smalley, formerly of Somerville, New Jersey, 
or its vicinity, and from there moved to where they now live. They have a 
daughter, Mrs. Louie R. Laird.
Milo M. Rosencrans [310]
Milo M. Rosencrans, son of John [118], was born in Walworth County, 
Wisconsin, 1851, and married 1880, Effie Scott, of Waverly, Iowa. He lives 
at Ogden, Utah, and has two children whose names are unknown.
Otto G. Rosencrans [311]
Otto G. Rosencrans was born at Beloit, Wisconsin, 1853, and died 1854.

Charick Rosenkrantz [119] and Mary Ann Hopper had three children.

Louisa Rosencrantz [312]
Louisa Rosencrantz, daughter of Charick, is supposed to have died young.
John Jacob Rosencrantz [313]
John Jacob Rosencrantz, son of Charick [119], was born at Hohokus, New 
Jersey, May 1, 1849. He is married but his wife’s name is not known. 
He lives at Cranford, New Jersey, being a traveling salesman for James 
Talcott, New York, a commission merchant, selling ladies garments. He 
informed me in 1899 that the sons of Dr. Elijah RoseGrant and his own 
father changed their name to Rosencrantz, after witnessing the play of 
Hamlet in New York, adopting the orthography of the Rosencrantz soldier 
mentioned in Hamlet. He has three sons: Willard C., Wade B., and John S. 
John Jacob Rosencrantz’s mother, Mrs. Mary Ann, lives with him aged 91 
years, and is said to be very active in mind and body.
Margaret Rosencrantz [314]
Margaret Rosencrantz, child of Charick, is reported by name but nothing 
further is known concerning her, except that she is departed.
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Samuel S. Rosenkrans [120]  and Melissa Davis had six children.

Helen Belinda Rosenkrans [315]
Helen Belinda Rosenkrans, born October 14, 1841, died at Cohocton April 
12, 1846.
Harriet Maria Rosenkrans [316]
Harriet Maria Rosenkrans, daughter of Samuel S. [120], was born May 
1, 1843, in Jackson County, Michigan, where her parents lived for a 
short time. She married February 11, 1864, at Cohocton, New York, John 
Walden. After marriage they moved on a farm at Salem, Michigan, but 
on account of ill health returned 1869 and located on a farm at Perry, 
New York, where Mr. Walden died April 9, 1873. January 9, 1894, Mrs. 
Harriet M. Walden married B. Franklin Bailey, who in 1897 was proprietor 
of Hotel Bailey, Cohocton, New York, but has since then exchanged his 
hotel for a farm near Spring Water, New York Harriet M. Bailey by her first 
husband had one daughter, Maggie Mae Walden, born in Salem, Michigan, 
September 16, 1868, and died in Cohocton, February 12, 1869. Mrs. Bailey 
has in connection with her mother, furnished information concerning the 
descendants of her grandfather, Dr. Simeon Rosenkrans, whose history, 
as they are widely scattered, has been somewhat difficult to obtain.
Sarah Elizabeth Rosenkrans [317]
Sarah Elizabeth Rosenkrans, daughter of Samuel S. [120], was born at 
Cohocton, New York, February 9, 1845, and married September 4, 1862, 
Robert F. Bullard, of Springwater, and when reported lived at Perry, New 
York Sarah Elizabeth has a son, Charles Albert Bullard, born March 15, 
1869, who married Mae M. Fenderson, of Corning, Aug, 4, 1895, a lumber 
dealer, at Elmira, New York, in company with Jones & Done.
Charles Melvin Rosenkrans [318]
Charles Melvin Rosenkrans, son of Samuel S., was born at Cohocton, 
December 28, 1848, and died February 19, 1853.
Ann Moore Rosenkrans [319]
Ann Moore Rosenkrans, born February 5, 1851, died April 11, 1856.
Mary Louisa Rosenkrans [320]
Mary Louisa Rosenkrans, daughter of Samuel S. [120] was born at Cohocton 
Sept, 29, 1857, married October 28, 1875, George Peck, of Avoca, New 
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York, and when reported lived in Jersey City, New Jersey, a conductor 
on the Pullman cars running from Jersey City to Chicago, She had a son, 
Floyd Onsted Peck, born May 9, 1876, died at Cohocton, February 21, 
1897.

Charles Jayne Rosenkrans [123] and Catharine Raymond had two 
children.

C. Webb Rosenkrans [321]
C. Webb Rosenkrans, son of Charles Jayne [123], is reported to have lived 
with his father at Tecumseh, Michigan, but a letter addressed to him there 
in February 1899, was returned uncalled for.
Fnu Rosenkrans [322]
Name and gender unknown.

James Rosecrons [128] and Mary Walling had four children and by 
Mary Loring he had one child.

James Rosenkrans [323]
James Rosenkrans, son of James (128), was born in Wantage, Sussex 
County, New Jersey about the year 1798, and married an Alexander, whose 
history is unknown.
Phebe Rosenkrans [324]
Phebe Rosenkrans, daughter of James, was born in Wantage, New Jersey, 
about 1800, and married Jacob Vansickle. Nothing further is known of 
them.
Amy Rosenkrans [325]
Amy Rosenkrans, daughter of James, was born in Sussex County New 
Jersey, about 1802; married Denman Hardin, and disappeared from the 
records.
Benjamin Rosenkrans [326]
f James [128] and Mary, was born in Wantage, Sussex County, New Jersey 
near the New York State line, July 4, 1804, and married April 28, 1827, 
Susan M. Havens, of Wantage, born April 26, 1809. As noticed in connection 
with his father’s will Benjamin in connection with his brother Daniel 
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received one-half of his father’s farm in Wantage, near Unionville, but in 
1848 moved to Luzerne County, now Lackawanna, Pennsylvania An 
account is given of him and his family in the history of the Newton Baptist 
Church, of Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, from which we have copied an 
account of his grandfather, Captain Daniel [059], captured by the Indians. 
We also copy from that publication the following concerning Benjamin: 

“Deacon Benjamin Rosenkrans was born in Wantage, Sussex County, New 
Jersey, July 8, 1804. He was married by Elder Zelotus Grenell to Susan M. 
Havens, April 28, 1827. He continued to live at the place of his birth until 
March 18, 1848, when he purchased a farm in Newton Township, Luzerne 
County, Pennsylvania, where he now resides (1873). He was baptized by 
Elder Silas Finn and united with the Newton Baptist Church April 13, 
1800, and was ordained Deacon in 1804, and still holds the same relation 
to the church. The writer (Reverend C. Sherwood) having been somewhat 
acquainted with this good man for a number of years since he became 

BenJamin rOsenkrans (frOm an 
Old piCTure) [326a]

mrs. susan m. rOsenkrans 
(frOm an inferiOr piCTure) 

[326B]
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united with the Newton Baptist Church, has often heard him remark that 
he had spent the flower of his days in sin. Although he always considered 
himself a strictly moral man he did not know that he would ever have been 
led to see his sinful course if it had not been for the prayers of his wife, and 
her Christian influence over him. His wife, Susan M., was born in Wantage, 
New Jersey, August 26, 1809, and was baptized by Elder Grenell and 
united with the Orange Baptist Church, Orange County, New York, in 
1830. They had five children four of whom were very worthy members of 
the Baptist Church. Deacon Benjamin Rosenkrans died in Lackawanna 
County, Pennsylvania, August 23, 1873.”
The writer called on Mrs. Susan M. Rosenkrans, his widow, July 7, 1893, 
at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Julia A. Casterlin, in Scranton. She was 
then 83 years of age and well preserved in mind and body and a letter from 
her daughter in 1898, said she was still living. Recent reports from the 
family say that she died December 7, 1898, at the home of her daughter, 
Mrs. Joseph Casterlin, at Orange, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, at 
the advanced age of 89 years. Benjamin’s children were Louis H., Julia A., 
Mary E., Phebe J., Linn D. and Ira D.
Daniel Rosenkrance [327]
Daniel Rosenkrance, son of James [128] by his second wife, Mary Loring, 
was born in Wantage, Sussex County, New Jersey March 29, 1808, and 
married Jane Post, of Wantage, born July 28, 1806, daughter of Henry 
Post and Nellie VanHowtin. He received by will of his father one-half of his 
father’s farm, which he sold to Ephraim Doty and bought another, one 
mile from it on which he lived the remainder of his life, dying June 11, 
1891. The writer once met him about the year 1861 at Chester, New York 
His wife died September 14, 1886. Daniel is said to have been a man of 
much decision of character and of uprightness. His children were John M., 
James P., Nellie M., Sarah Jane, Jesse, William H., Susan M., and Charles 
W.

John D. Rosenkrans [129] and Elizabeth Whitaker had seven children.

Catharine Rosenkrans [328]
Catharine Rosenkrans, daughter of John D. [129], was born near Westtown, 
Orange County, New York, October 5, 1769. She accompanied her parents 
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to Batavia, New York, 1819, and there married John Decker. As reported 
by her sister, Mrs. Amanda Joslyn, her children were Julia Ann, Levi, 
Jesse, Nelson, Maria, Martha and Henry.
John W. Rosenkrans [329]
John W. Rosenkrans, son of John D. [129], was born in Orange County, 
New York, February 8, 1799, lived in Genesee County, at Batavia, and 
married Polly Edson. He had five children, two of whom were still living at 
the time of receiving the report, 1894, Dr. James E. and Edwin L.
Daniel Rosenkrans [330]
Daniel Rosenkrans, son of John D. [129], was born in Orange County, New 
York, May 2, 1801, married Pauline Berry, was a farmer and died March 
28, 1873. No children.
Jesse Rosenkrans [331]
Jesse Rosenkrans, son of John D. [129], was born in Orange County, New 
York, near Westtown, August 29, 1803. While living in Genesse County, 
near Batavia, married Betsy Hart and in 1823 settled in the town of Candor. 
A letter of inquiry addressed to him at that place 1893 received the following 
reply from his adopted daughter, Miss Lucy Adams, of Elmira, New York 
“My Dear Sir; Mr. Jesse Rosenkrans died one year ago last April and as I 
cannot answer all the questions, I have taken the liberty of sending your 
letter to a younger sister, Mrs. Samuel Joslyn, who I am positive will gladly 
give you any items of information possible. “Mrs. Joslyn answered a letter 
of inquiry and has given most of the information received concerning the 
family of her father. Received at the same time a slip from a newspaper 
concerning Jesse’s death, which reads as follows: “Jesse Rosecrance, one 
of the oldest residents of the town of Candor, died at Candor last Friday 
(April 22, 1892) aged 88 years. He was born in the Township of Minisink, 
Orange County, in 1803, and removed with his father to Genesee County 
in 1819. In 1823 he came to Candor, where he engaged in the manufacture 
of edge tools. He was a justice of the peace of the town of Candor from 
1841 to ‘53. He removed to Elmira in 1853, where he resided until a few 
years ago, when he returned to Candor. Jesse had no children except the 
adopted daughter mentioned above.
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Elizabeth Jane Rosenkrans [332]
Elizabeth Jane Rosenkrans, daughter of John D. [129], was born June 16, 
1811, in Orange County, New York, and at Batavia, Genesee County, where 
her parents lived, she married Eli Fish; a shoemaker by trade, who lived 
at Daws, Genesee County, New York He died September 14, 1853. Mrs. 
Fish was still living at Daws, 1894, and in connection with her sister, Miss 
Amanda Joslyn, of Batavia, reported by letter concerning her father and 
her grandfather, Captain Daniel; and also her own family. Her children, of 
whom two had died, were Charles, Eli, Elizabeth and Louise.
Amanda Rosenkrans [333]
Amanda Rosenkrans, daughter of John D. [129], was born in Orange 
County, New York, December 12, 1814, and at Batavia, New York, married 
Samuel B. Joslyn, a gunsmith of that place. As stated elsewhere, she has 
furnished most of the information concerning the descendants of her 
father, John D. Rosenkrans. In a letter, August 3, 1893, 111 Bank Street, 
Batavia, she says that she was only four years of age when her father went 
from Orange County to Batavia; that she and her husband lived for a time 
at Youngstown, where her uncle Daniel [131], of Ohio, once visited them. 
She said also that her cousin Lorin, from Ohio, son of Josiah, once visited 
them at her father’s house, while on his route to New Jersey. She has no 
children and at last account was still living at Batavia.
James Rosecrans [334]
James Rosecrans, son of John D. [129], was born ‘ in Orange County, 
NY, August 1, 1818, married September 30, 1847, Elvira Ann Heath, of 
Clarence, Erie Co, New York, born January 21, 1825. James is a farmer 
and seems to have lived in Erie County, New York, immediately after his 
marriage and till after the birth of his son, 1852, but subsequently settled on 
a farm near Owasso, Shiawassee County, Michigan, where he still resided 
1893. In answer to a letter Mrs. James Rosecrans wrote as follows; “James 
being but one year old at the time his people moved from Orange County to’ 
Western New. York, he has but little personal knowledge of his grandfather 
and his family and he cannot recall historical incidents relating to the 
information you are seeking of them. She further says “James was married 
at Clarence, Erie County, New York, to Elvira Ann Heath, September 30, 
1847. I was born January 21, 1825, in Merrimac County, New Hampshire. 



242

Our only child, Orlando Parker, was born at Newsted, Erie County, New 
York, in 1852”

Josiah Rosecrans [130] and wife had four children.

Lorin Rosecrans [335]
Lorin Rosecrans, son of Josiah [130], was probably born in Sussex County, 
New Jersey, and subsequently lived in Delaware County, Ohio, where many 
of his relatives had settled. He once visited New Jersey, as reported by Mrs. 
Joslyn [333] and also at her father’s in Batavia.
Mortimer Rosecrans [336]
Mortimer Rosecrans, son of Josiah, lived in Delaware County, Ohio; was 
sent to West Point Military School, and as report says, was taken sick on 
his way home and died at Detroit, Michigan.
Catharine Rosecrans [337]
Catharine Rosecrans, daughter of Josiah, lived in Delaware County, Ohio, 
and probably died there.
Hannah Rosecrans [338]
Hannah Rosecrans, daughter of Josiah, also lived in Delaware County, 
Ohio.

Daniel Rosecrans [131] and Thankful Wilcox had ten children.

Crandall Rosecrans [339]
Crandall Rosecrans, son of Daniel (131), was born in Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, August 6, 1794. He was brought up on his father’s farm 
in Kingston Township, Delaware County, Ohio, where his father settled 
about 1808. Report says that Crandall was a Captain in the War of 1812, 
and was in General Harrison’s Brigade, though he was but twenty years of 
age when the war closed. About 1818 Crandall married Jemima Hopkins, 
daughter of Timothy Hopkins and Phebe Nesbitt, his wife. Fragmentary 
reports concerning Crandall say that he owned and lived on the farm 
formerly owned by his father, and that General William Stark, his son, 
was born on the farm, 1819; that about 1823, Crandall went to Homer, 
Licking County, Ohio, where he kept store. The, Delaware County record 
shows that Crandall sold real estate to Daniel, Jr., in 1831, but we have 
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no description of the property. In 1834 the Daniel Rosecrans farm was 
purchased by Jacob Rosecrans [136] and his son, Samuel L. Rosecrans 
(684), in 1894, owned and lived on the farm. Crandall died in 1849. His 
children were Chauncy, General William Stark, Charles Wesley, Henry 
Crandall and Bishop Sylvester Harton.
Jacob Rosecrans [340]
Jacob Rosecrans, son of Daniel (131), was born in Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, Dec, 27, 1796, He grew to manhood in Delaware County, 
Ohio, and as reported by his son Crandall W. Rosecrans (668), married Sally 
Wells. He had nine children; William Henry Harrison, Deziah, LaFayette, 
Mary W., Sally Jane, Eliza, Lydia, Crandall W., Ormitta.
Daniel Rosecrans [341]
Daniel Rosecrans, son of Daniel [131], was born in Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, August 23, 1800; lived in Delaware County, Ohio, and, 1840, 
married Margaret Anderson. Nothing further is known of him, except that 
he is mentioned in the will of his grandmother Catharine (59) , and as a 
namesake of her husband was bequeathed $10.
Deziah Rosecrans [342]
Deziah Rosecrans, daughter of Daniel [131], was born in Pennsylvania 
October 22, 1802, and in Delaware County, Ohio, was married to a Mr. 
Wildman.
Parmenus I. Rosecrans [343]
Parmenus I. Rosecrans, son of Daniel [131], was born in Pennsylvania, 
February 12, 1805. He was reared in Delaware County, Ohio, and is said 
to have died in Cincinnati, 1854.
Catharine Rosecrans [344]
Catharine Rosecrans, daughter of Daniel, was born probably in Pennsylvania 
May 2, 1807. She married in Delaware County, Ohio, Ebin Crawford, of 
whom nothing further is known.
James Rosecrans [345]
James Rosecrans, son of Daniel [131], was born June 14, 1809, probably 
in Delaware County, Ohio, and there married Elizabeth Clemens, about 
the year 1866. He was a farmer and settled at Alida, Ohio, where his 
children were born, and in 1883 moved to Clear Lake, Iowa, where his 
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brother, Judge Marmaduke P., then lived. He died there 1889. His wife and 
some of the family are still living there and family items of interest have 
been kindly furnished by his daughter, Grace Isabel [673]. The children of 
James Rosecrans and Elizabeth are: Henry Crandall, Emmet LeRoy, Ida 
May and Grace Isabel.
Elizabeth Rosecrans [346]
Elizabeth Rosecrans, daughter of Daniel [131], was born in Delaware 
County, Ohio, August 29, 1815, and report says she married Gideon 
Saums, of whom nothing further is known.
Judge Marmaduke P. Rosecrans [347]
Judge Marmaduke P. Rosecrans, son of Daniel [131], was born in Delaware 
County, Ohio, March 28, 1822. He married April 4, 1844, Lucy Green, of 
Bradford County, Pennsylvania, born Jan 16, 1825. On September 1, 
1849, he in company with his nephew, Henry Crandall Rosecrans [670], as 
the latter informs me by letter, went from Delaware County, Ohio, to Iowa 
on horseback, and eventually settled at Clear Lake, as a farmer and a 
lawyer. Henry Crandall had served in 
the Mexican war and had a land warrant, 
which he located at What Cheer, where 
he still lives. Judge M. P. Rosecrans 
name was given to the writer by Omer L. 
Rosenkrans, of Milwaukee, 1893, and 
through correspondence with the Judge 
I first discovered the connection existing 
between Captain Daniel and General 
William Stark Rosecrans, the name and 
family of the former having been found 
recorded at Newton, New Jersey, in the 
will of Captain Daniel’s [059] widow 
Catharine. Judge M.P. according to 
reports was a man of strict integrity and 
was unanimously elected Treasurer of 
Clear Lake, for twenty-one years in 
succession and to the end of his active 
life, He was very zealous for the good 
character and fair name of the 

Judge marmaduke p. 
rOseCrans [347]
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Rosenkrans family in which he felt a pride, Ina letter of June 5, 1893, he 
says: “Our family as far as I know have not been noted as very bad criminals 
and this makes me proud of them for a good name is better than riches. 
When I find a relative that behaves himself and tries to be a man I will 
never go back on him, whether he wears rags or is bespangled with 
diamonds. He further says in another letter, “I would like to have you visit 
me sometime if you can and in true Rosecrans style, I will try to make your 
visit a pleasant one. He was a Lay Judge of the County Courts. He departed 
this life at Clear Lake September 16, 1894. May his body “rest in hope” 
and he be found among “the spirits of just men made perfect,” in the great 
day that is coming. His children were Charles Theodore, Juliet Inez, Edgar 
J., Alice Cary, Flora Elizabeth, Harry Marmaduke and William I.
Unknown Child Rosecrans [348]
Another child of Daniel and Thankful, making ten children has been spoken 
of, who probably died young.

Jacob Rosecrans [133] married Sarah lnu, and secondly Rachel Hogden, 
and had five children.

Lafayette Rosecrans [349]
Lafayette Rosecrans, Son of Jacob [133], died in California.
Crandall Rosecrans [350]
Crandall Rosecrans, son of Jacob, was reported 1894 as married and living 
at Pagetown, Morrow County, Ohio, having children whose names were 
unknown.
Lucinda Rosecrans [351]
Lucinda Rosecrans, daughter of Jacob [133], was reported as married to a 
Mr. Larkin, of Delaware County, Ohio.
Josiah C Rosecrans [352]
Josiah C Rosecrans, son of Jacob, by his second wife, was living in Delaware 
Co, Ohio.
Stephen Rosecrans [353]
Stephen Rosecrans, son of Jacob, by his second wife, was reported as still 
living (1893) in Delaware County, Ohio.
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Abraham Rosecrans [134] and Susan Patrick had ten children.

Calista Rosecrans [354]
Calista Rosecrans, daughter of Abraham, was born in Wyoming County, 
Pennsylvania, 1805, and died in Ohio about 1820.
Zerua Rosecrans [355]
Zerua Rosecrans, daughter of Abraham [134], was born in Wyoming 
County, Pennsylvania, on the Susquehanna, near Tunkhannock, 1806, 
and married, in Delaware County, Ohio, Benjamin Taylor, of Fredericktown, 
Knox County, that state, and died soon after marriage. Benjamin Taylor 
was proprietor of a wool carding establishment, justice of the peace, and 
associate judge of the county courts, Mr. and Mrs. Taylor had one daughter, 
Josephine who married William Homer, of Burlington, Iowa, and had two 
daughters, Willie and Flora, Willie Horner married J.C. McConnell, of 
Burlington. Flora Homer married William D. Kirk, President of the Capital 
Bank, of St. Paul, Minnesota, and has a son Charles.
Miranda Rosecrans [356]
Miranda Rosecrans, daughter of Abraham [134], was born in Pennsylvania, 
1809, and married Benjamin Taylor, of Fredericktown, Ohio, and widower 
of her sister Zeruah. She had one son Adolphus, and died about 1879 
Adolphus Taylor, son of Miranda was a dentist at Fort Madison, Iowa; 
married and died, 1877, leaving two or three children.
Mahala Rosecrans [357]
Mahala Rosecrans, daughter of Abraham [134], was born in Delaware 
County, Ohio, 1811, the year that her father moved there from Wyoming 
County, Pennsylvania. At the age of thirteen Mahala left her father’s home, 
as reported by her son-in-law, J.G. Mott, and attended school, graduating 
at the Granville Seminary in 1832, She began teaching public school at 
twenty-one, and taught about five years, when she married November 20, 
1836, John H. Winterbotham, born in Connecticut November 20, 1812. In 
reply to a letter of inquiry concerning her father’s family, Mr. J.G. Mott, 
son-in-law, reported that Mr. Winterbotham had recently died, and sent 
his obituary clipped from a newspaper, which in part reads as follows:
“The funeral of the late John Humphrey Winterbotham was held at 11 
o’clock this afternoon (Feb 10, 1895), from the house of Mr. and Mrs. J.G. 
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Mott. … There were a large number of personal friends of Mr. Winterbotham 
and the family present, and also about twenty members of the Grand Army 
of the Republic in whom the deceased had at all times manifested a deep 
interest. After the services the remains were silently conveyed to Greenwood 
Cemetery where they were tenderly laid to rest. John H. Winterbotham 
was born in Humphreyville, Connecticut, November 20, 1812, being in his 
eighty-third year. When about fourteen years of age, he came west with 
his parents, John and Rachel, and located on a farm in Delaware County, 
Ohio. On November 20, 1836, he was married to Miss Mahala Rosecrans, 
of Fredericktown, Ohio.”
“A few years later, he moved to Columbus, Ohio, where he engaged in 
the manufacture of agricultural implements. In 1853, he established an 
agricultural implement works at Fort Madison, Iowa, where he was located 
for a number of years. Later he established the Fort Madison National 
Bank, of which he was President for several years. July, 1866, he came 
to Michigan City, but retained his interest in the bank at Fort Madison. 
Upon locating here he engaged in the manufacture of cooperage, and his 
name has ever since been associated with that industry in Michigan City. 
A few years later he established another cooperage factory at Joliet. He 
also became financially interested in Chicago and in 1872, was elected to 
the Indiana Senate, and re-elected in 1876, serving both terms with honor 
and distinction.
Beside the aged widow, who has been the long companion of the deceased 
through all these years, there are three children, viz: Mrs. Baldwin, Mrs. 
Mott, and Joseph Winterbotham, the oldest son, John Russell, having died 
about three years ago. Mahala’s children were Annie S., born in Knox 
County, Ohio, December 28, 1837. John Russell, born February 1, 1843, 
and died January 31, 1893. Rue, born in Knox County, Ohio, October 
28, 1845, and Joseph, born at Columbus, August 18, 1851. Annie S. 
Winterbotham married Abraham Baldwin, who was financially connected 
with her father and in 1895 lived in Chicago. Rue, daughter of Mahala, 
born 1845, married John Greenville Mott, who was also connected with 
the business interests of her father at his death, and, as we learn from 
the obituary, was living at the Winterbotham homestead, Michigan City, 
Indiana, their parents living with them.
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Mr. Mott has kindly made a lengthy report of the descendants of Abraham 
Rosecrans and Susan Patrick, and as before stated, sent the above obituary 
to the writer. Their youngest son, Joseph, at the time of his father’s death, 
1895, was unmarried, and attending to their business affairs at Joliet, 
Illinois
Maria Rosecrans [358]
Maria Rosecrans, daughter of Abraham [134], was born in Delaware 
County, Ohio, about 1813, married Joel Stevens, of Delaware County, and 
died a few years later leaving some children of whom nothing is especially 
known.
Elizabeth Rosecrans [359]
Elizabeth Rosecrans, daughter of Abraham (134), twin sister of Maria, born 
in Ohio 1813, married Jonathan Dillitt, of Knox County, Ohio. He died and 
she married William Roberts, of Knox County.
Almon Rosecrans [360]
Almon Rosecrans, born about 1815, was a lawyer and died in Kansas.
Sophronia Rosecrans [361]
Sophronia Rosecrans, daughter of Abraham [134], was born in Ohio about 
1816, and married Joel Stevans, widower of her sister Maria. Nothing 
further is known of them.
Charles Rosecrans [362]
Charles Rosecrans, born in Delaware County, Ohio, about 1818, married 
Mary Carney, and lived as a farmer near Charleston, Coles County, Illinois, 
where he died about 1887. His children are Mahala and Charles.
Susan Rosecrans [363]
Susan Rosecrans, daughter of Abraham and Susan Patrick, born in 
Delaware County, Ohio, about 1821, married John Rice, of Delaware 
County. In 1895 she was in poor health, living at Morley, Michigan. Her 
children are: William, Rice, and another son and daughter whose names 
are not known, all living near Morley.
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Isaac Rosecrans [135] and Mary Taylor Had Nine Children, by Hulda 
Agerd he had four children, and by Lucy Taylor five children. 

Diana Rosecrans [364]
Diana Rosecrans, daughter of Isaac [135], was born in Wyoming County, 
Pennsylvania, January 27, 1804. In Delaware she married William White, 
a farmer. In 1834, they moved to the location of Ashton, Illinois, and still 
later to Victor, Iowa. They had twelve children as follows: Isaac, born 
March 14, 1824, and died in Africa, Delaware County, Ohio, January 20, 
1897. William Wesley White, bore September 26, 1825, a farmer, married 
Harriet Stephens, and died at Eden, Miller County, Missouri, March 29, 
1897, where his widow still resides. Had children Almeda and Vanilla. 
Mary Jane White born August 24, 1827, married Doran Harrison, and 
secondly William Novinger. She died at Kirkville, Missouri, August 21, 
1890. Frelinghuysen White, born May 11, 1830, a farmer, married Mary 
Eliza Barber, and at last account was living at Grand Mound, Clinton 
County, Iowa, Arza Brown White, born September 30, 1831, a farmer and 
carpenter was a soldier in 1862; married and lost his wife, and lived at 
Willow Springs, Missouri, where he died December 9, 1897. John Emery 
White, born February 14, 1834, a farmer, and mason, married Lydia A. 
Page, in Ohio, about 1848, and died at Eskridge, Kansas, October 15, 
1899.
Gardner Wilcox White, seventh child of William and Diana, was born 
March 9, 1836, near Ashton, Illinois He served as a soldier of the Civil 
War 1863-4; married August 22, 1868, Lucinda Celesta Rosecrans [711], 
of Victor, Iowa, born August 22, 1851. She was a daughter of William C. 
Rosecrans [362]. G.W. White moved from Victor, Iowa, 1892, to Winfield, 
Cawley County, Kansas, and is a merchant there. Mr. White has the old 
family Bible of his father-in-law, who still lives with him, and has given the 
family records of many of the descendants of Isaac Rosecrans [135].
A recent letter reports him in ill health. His children are Viola Adel, born 
September 22, 1870, and married June 15, 1897, L.E. McNeal. Mabel 
Corrella White, born October 14, 1877. Armedian White, son of Diana 
[364], was born December 22, 1838; was a farmer and a soldier, 1862. He 
married Mary Burtnett, of Mount Vernon, Ohio, and lives at Africa, Ohio. He 
had a daughter Josephine, who died at Cleveland, 1891. Dena Catharine 
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White, daughter of Diana, born February 7, 1840, married Joseph Phillips, 
and died in Kingston, Delaware County, Ohio, June 24, 1867. She had 
her second husband, Allen Osborn, widower of her sister Rose W. No 
children. Rebecca Ureta White, daughter of Diana, was born March 24, 
1842, married a Mr. Staley and died July 15, 1868. No children. Wilbur 
White, son of Diana, born May 31, 1844, was a farmer and soldier, 1863-
4. He died 1864, in a hospital in New York Harbor. Rose Withy White, the 
twelfth and last child of Diana and William, born July 12, 1847, married 
Allen Osborn. She had no children, and died June 5, 1864, at Kingston, 
Delaware County, Ohio.
Sallie Rosecrans [365]
Sallie Rosecrans, daughter of Isaac [135], was born in Pennsylvania, July 
25, 1805, and in Delaware County, Ohio, married Cornelius Vansickle. 
Nothing further is known of her.
Catharine Rosecrans [366]
Catharine Rosecrans, daughter of Isaac [135], was born in Wyoming 
County, Pennsylvania, September 17, 1806, and married in Delaware 
County Ohio, Ebenezer Chase.
John Rosecrans [367]
John Rosecrans, son of Isaac [135], was born in Wyoming County, 
Pennsylvania, June 3, 1808; married in Delaware County, Ohio, Jane 
Vansickle, by whom he had three children. His wife died and he married 
Mary Landon, by whom he had two children. John purchased, 1834, the 
Daniel Rosecrans (318) farm in Kingston, Delaware County, Ohio, once 
owned by Crandall, the father of General William Stark Rosecrans, and on 
which his son Samuel L. was living, 1895.
Dorsin Rosecrans [368]
Dorsin Rosecrans, son of Isaac [135], was born in Wyoming County, 
Pennsylvania, near Tunkhannock, March 2, 1810. He lived in Delaware 
County, Ohio, and there married Phebe Beach, about 1833. He died at 
Springfield, Illinois, in the spring of 1841. His wife was born in Newark, 
New Jersey His children were Mahala, Leander W., Dorsin Jr., Louisa.
Mary T. Rosecrans [369]
Mary T. Rosecrans, called “Polly,” daughter of Isaac [135], was born in 
Wyoming County, Pennsylvania, August 1, 1812, and was taken by her 

THE ROSENKRANS FAMILY
IN EUROPE AND AMERICA



parents to Ohio the same year. While living in Delaware County, she 
married May 31, 1832, Augustin Wigton. She died in Ohio January 8, 
1860. Her children were William Edwin, Mary E., Charles H and Catharine, 
William Edwin Wigton was born October 11, 1835; married Antonette 
Martin, June 14, 1853, and died July 26, 1856. He was a portrait artist, 
and had a son Frederick whose address, in 1893, was Eldara, Iowa. Mary 
E. Wigton was born April 25, 1837, and married May 11, 1860, Lumis 
A. Royce, an attorney-at-law recently living in Omaha, Nebraska She 
reported information concerning her mother’s family and her own. She has 
three children. Charles F. Royce, born March 17, 1861, married October 
15, 1889, Kate L. Kerr. He is a newspaper man, being telegraph editor of 
the Chicago Tribune, 1893. Mr. and Mrs. Royce seem to have left Omaha 
recently, as a circular letter sent to them October, 1899, was returned 
uncalled for. Eleanor Rice was born January 3, 1863, married November 
4, 1896, Dr. Robert A. Blackburn, of Doniphan, Nebraska, where she 
was living 1894. LeRoy Royce, son of Loomis A was born December 1870; 
married October 31, 1894, Frances I. Beans. He is a house decorator in 
Omaha, Nebraska Charles H. Wigton, son of Mary T. [369], born August 6, 
1839, married Frances Marie Drummond, daughter of Samuel and Lucy 
Ann. She was born September 8, 1844. They lived at Ponca, Nebraska, 
and at last report were on a farm at Vanmeter, near DesMoines, Iowa, 
having children: Edward E., Lucy B., and Lewis, killed by cars, Bert, Elna, 
Walter and Philip. Catharine Wigton, daughter of Austin and Mary T. [369], 
was born January 22, 1842 and married September 14, 1858, Lewis G. 
Canedy, a farmer living at Friendsville, Illinois, and has six sons, whose 
names have not been reported.
Hiram Rosecrans [370]
Hiram Rosecrans, son of Isaac [135], born July 5, 1813, in Delaware 
County, Ohio; married Lovina Page; was a miller, and resided at Rockport, 
Illinois, afterward at Marquoketa. Hiram’s wife died, 1862, and his eleven 
children became scattered, some going to the war and others among their 
relatives. His daughter, Mrs. Frances M. Bales, reported that she was taken 
at the age of seven years and raised by her aunt Lucy Ann Drummond, of 
Victor, Iowa. After the death of his wife. Hiram married a widow Douglas, 
and died at Marquoketa 1886 His children were all by his first wife, only 
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two of whom were married. They were Edward, Tyrus, Mary Ann, Adeline, 
Almaida, William, Miles, Emily, Charles, Frances M. and an infant.
Rebecca Rosecrans [371]
Rebecca Rosecrans, daughter of Isaac [135], was born in Delaware County, 
Ohio, June 13, 1815, and married Henry Roe. Mrs. Mary E. Cox (704) 
reports that Rebecca had children, two of whom, Eliza and William Henry, 
were then living in Elgin, Illinois
Isaac Rosecrans [372]
Isaac Rosecrans, son of Isaac [135], and last child by his first wife was born 
in Delaware County, Ohio, November 5, 1816, married in Ogle County, 
Illinois, October 7, 1841, Euphemia McBurney born March 24, 1820. His 
daughter, Mrs. Mary E. Cox, reported that her father lived for a time in 
Illinois, and moved to Iowa, where he died. March 22, 1880. His wife was 
still living 1897. His children were Mary E., Angeline, William Henry and 
James Emery.
Crandall Rosecrans [373]
Crandall Rosecrans, first child of Isaac [135], by his second wife, Huldah 
Agerd, was born in Delaware County, Ohio, September 21, 1818, lived with 
his father on the farm near Ashton, Illinois, and married Emily Canfield, 
lived on a farm near Ashton till 1856 when he moved to Powsheik County, 
Iowa, and died 1862. Crandall’s children were a daughter born 1849 and 
died 1866, Almond W. and Crandall A.
Lucy Ann Rosecrans [374]
Lucy Ann Rosecrans, daughter of Isaac [135], was born in Delaware County, 
Ohio, June 22, 1820, and married November 23, 1843, near Ashton, Illinois, 
Samuel Drummond, a farmer. They lived in Ogle County till after the birth 
of their second child, Albert Newton, 1850, as he informed me, when they 
moved and settled at DesMoines, Iowa, where Samuel died December 17, 
1891. Lucy Ann Drummond died at the home of her daughter at VanMeter 
near Des Moines, August 10, 1899. As previously stated Lucy Ann took and 
raised Frances M. Rosecrans, daughter of her brother Hiram. Her children 
were Francis Marie Drummond born in Ogle County, Illinois, September 8, 
1844, and married Charles H. Wigton, recently living at Ponca, Nebraska, 
and now at Des Moines, Iowa. Albert Newton Drummond, son of Samuel and 
Lucy Ann, was born in Ogle County, Illinois, November 8, 1850. He is still 
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single and has been bookkeeper for Hughes & County, Grain, Lumber, Coal 
and Lime Dealers at Guerncy, Iowa. In April 1899 they had discontinued 
their business and Albert Newton was doing business there in the same 
line as that of his former employers. As Albert Newton’s mother has but 
recently died and was a leading member of the family he has been enabled 
to furnish much information concerning the family and descendants of his 
grandfather Isaac, which he has done, furnishing many names.
William Champlin Rosecrans [375]
William Champlin Rosecrans, son of Isaac [135], WAS born in Delaware 
County, Ohio, October 20, 1824. At the age of ten years he went with his 
parents to Ogle County, Illinois, and there married Sarah Elizabeth Reed 
born January 9, 1831. William C. was a farmer living at Victor, Iowa, till 
April 1892, when he with his son-in-law G.W. White moved to Winfield, 
Kansas, where he was still living in feeble health, November 1899. He is 
the only surviving son, of Isaac, and is said to resemble him very much, 
more than did any of the other sons. His picture is here presented. William 

mrs. luCy a. rOseCrans 
drummOnd [374]

william Champlin rOseCrans 
[375]
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C.’s children were Lucinda Celesta, Philo Judson, William Estus, and 
Chauncy Thomas.
Hulda M. Rosecrans [376]
Hulda M. Rosecrans, thirteenth and last child of Isaac [135] by his second 
wife, Hulda Agerd, was born in Delaware County, Ohio, August 28, 1828. 
She married May 17, 1849, in Ogle County, Illinois, Squire P. Ferguson. 
They lived there till 1869 when they moved to Marshalltown, Iowa, where 
Mr. Ferguson was engaged in the mercantile and manufacturing business, 
and died May 7, 1874. They had four children: Candacy E., Jennie R., 
Julia A., and Clinton C. Candacy E. Ferguson was born in Ogle County, 
near Ashton, Illinois, March 12, 1850, married September 13, 1868, 
James G. Trotter born in Lochgelly, Scotland, June 20, 1838, came to this 
country 1847, and moved to Marshalltown, Iowa, 1874, where in 1897 
he was City Clerk and had been Secretary of the School Board for many 
years. Their children are: Maggie Trotter born December 12, 1870, and 
married Arthur N, Parrett. Walter F Trotter born March 27, 1872, and Jay 
“Rosencrank” Trotter, born September 10, 1874. Mrs. Candacy E. Trotter 
has furnished information and under date of February 28, 1898, reported 
that her great grandfather, John Rosecrans [062] while living in Orange 
County, New York, was a soldier of the Revolution under Captain Rosa, 
probably his father-in-law, and consequently the great great grandfather 
of Mrs. Trotter. It was in Colonel Johnson’s regiment. Jennie B. Ferguson, 
daughter of Hulda M. [376] was born at Ashton, Illinois, August 20, 1851, 
and at Marshalltown, Iowa, married April 6, 1873. Frank Arnold, moved 
1874 to Vrankleeke Hill, Ontario Province, Canada, where they were living 
1894. They have a son Ernest F. Arnold who has communicated but not 
recently. Julia A. Ferguson was born at Ashton, Illinois, May 4, 1854, and 
married at Marshalltown, Iowa, September 7, 1873, John G. Mosgrove born 
in Canada January 1850. He enlisted in County H. 34th Illinois Infantry, 
1863, at 13 years of age, probably a drummer boy, and served during the 
war. John G. Mosgrove is in the manufacturing business in Illinois, and 
has two children, Musetta, born November 3, 1874, and Roy H. Mosgrove 
born at Hot Springs, Arkansas, July 22, 1878, working when reported, 
with his father in the factory at St. Louis. Clinton C., son of Hulda M. 
[376], was born at Ashton, Illinois, October 21, 1861, is with his father in 
a factory in St. Louis, Missouri
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Newton Rosecrans [377]
Newton Rosecrans, son of Isaac [135] and first child by Lucy Taylor, his 
third wife, was born in Delaware County, Ohio, in the fall of 1830. At the 
time of the gold excitement in California 1847, Newton went there and 
remained several years digging gold. Henry Crandall Rosecrans [659], who 
was there also in 1851, reports that Newton was with him for a while in 
California while digging gold. He eventually left there and came back as 
far as Messilla, New Mexico, on the Rio Grande River, and there followed 
mining silver. While living there 1858, he married Sara Augustina Garcia, 
a Mexican lady of Chihuahua. In 1876 Newton moved to Silver City where: 
he followed mining and died June 21, 1883. 
His wife is still living with her son, Charles Philo, a merchant at Silver City. 
Newton’s children were Matthew Russell, Charles Philo, Alvin S., Adolph, 
Lucy, Caroline, William Henry, Adelaide and Fred.
Eliza Jane Rosecrans [378]
Eliza Jane Rosecrans, youngest daughter of Isaac [135], was born in 
Delaware County, Ohio, about 1832, married John Drummond at Ashton, 
Illinois, and moved to Centre Point, where she died 1863. Her children are 
said to be Lucy, born at Ashton, 1856, Arthur Weed, and Walter.
Benjamin Rosecrans [379]
Benjamin Rosecrans, son of. Isaac [135], was born about 1834 and died 
young.
Russell Rosecrans [380]
Russell Rosecrans, son of Isaac [135], was born about 1836, in Ogle 
County, Illinois, and report says that he was married and died about one 
year after marriage.
Philo Rosecrans [381]
Philo Rosecrans, the eighteenth and last child of Isaac [135], was born in 
Ogle County, Illinois, on his father’s farm three miles from Ashton about 
the year 1838. Mrs. Mary E. Cox [704] who has reported concerning the 
last four children named, says that Philo like Benjamin died young. He 
being the last of the 18 children is an especial representative of the largest 
single family known in the history of the whole family.
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Jacob Rosenkrans [136] married a Hillman and secondly Polly Taylor 
and had seven children.

Chester Rosecrans [382]
Chester Rosecrans was born about 1813 and lived in Delaware County, 
Ohio.
John Wesley Rosecrans [383]
John Wesley Rosecrans, son of Jacob [136], was born In Delaware County, 
Ohio, about 1815. His sister Permelia reported 1894 that he married a 
daughter of Timothy Hopkins, sister to the wife of Crandall Rosecrans 
[329] and in 1893 bad a son, Allen living somewhere in Illinois After much 
inquiry the writer has been unable to find him.
Alpheus Biglow Rosecrans [384]
Alpheus Biglow Rosecrans, son of Jacob [136], was born about 1817 and 
lived in Delaware County, Ohio.
Jane Rosecrans [385]
Jane Rosecrans, daughter of John Wesley, is also reported but only by 
name.
Permelia Rosecrans [386]
Permelia Rosecrans, daughter of Jacob [136], was born in Delaware 
County, Ohio, 1821. She married James Stockwell, a farmer and in 1893 
was living at Sunbury, Delaware County, and made a brief report of her 
grandfather John, and others in a letter dated. November 20, 1893, but 
did not give much concerning her brothers and sisters, nor of her own 
family, since which time nothing has been heard from her. She had four 
children: Estella, Iva, May, and a son, all dead but the first named. Estella 
Stockwell married a Mr. Watson and was then living in Columbus, Ohio. 
She had two children, Iva Watson and Mary.
Emily Rosecrans [387]
Emily Rosecrans, and
Sarah Maria Rosecrans [388]
Sarah Maria Rosecrans, daughter of Jacob [186]; they are reported only 
by name.
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John Rosenkrans [137] and wife had two children.

Fnu Rosenkrans [389]
Fnu Rosenkrans, a son who was a soldier in the Civil War, and in the 
hospital at Columbus, Ohio, and
Fnu Rosenkrans [390]
Fnu Rosenkrans, a daughter.



The Seventh Generation
Garrett Rosenkrans [141] and Mary Ann Hendershot had eight children.

Isaac Rosenkrans [391]
Isaac Rosenkrans, son of Garrett [141], was born at Stillwater, New Jersey, 
March 3, 1836. While young he clerked in a store at Newton, and then 
engaged in business there with David R. Hull, under the firm name of Hull 
& Rosenkrans. About the year 1857, Isaac sold his one-half interest in 
the store to A.P. Rosenkrans [243], and was afterwards in the mercantile 
business at Stillwater and was hotel keeper. He married November 10, 
1858, Sarah Elizabeth Bale, born November 18 1839. Isaac died during 
the seventies, and his wife now lives at Andover, New Jersey His children 
were Frank Walter, John B., Garrett, and Edgar. 
Jacob H. Rosenkrans [392]
Jacob H. Rosenkrans, son of Garrett [141], was born in Stillwater July 
22, 1837, married Alice Rymer about the year 1870, is a farmer and has 
been overseer of track hands on the railroad. His wife died leaving one son 
John. Jacob is now living at Marksboro, Warren County, New Jersey
Joseph H. Rosenkrans [393]
Joseph H. Rosenkrans, son of Garrett [141], was born in Stillwater, New 
Jersey, March 29, 1839. He married November 8, 1864, Emma C. Johnson, 
born November 15, 1845. Joseph was a carpenter and builder, and settled 
in Stillwater, near the Bonny Brook farm, where he died June 24, 1899. 
He acted as Justice of the Peace for a time. His children are Laura Malla, 
Maurice R, William McClellan, Marian, Harry Clay, Lizzie S., Floyd, Eveline, 
Gertrude E. and Raymond G. The following, obituary appeared in the 
Sussex Register, of June 28, 1899, “After a long and painful illness Joseph 
H. Rosenkrans departed this life at 1 PM Saturday last (June 24, 1899.)” 
He was a man well known in the county, having spent his life in this 
township. He had considerable mechanical skill and followed the business 
of contractor and builder for many years. Among the buildings erected 
by him are: A.P. Rosenkrans’s store and dwelling, Walpack Centre school 
house, the school house at Mt. Holly, and his own dwelling. He was a man 
well informed on current events and of strong determined character, and 
a lifelong Democrat. He held the office of Justice of the Peace for several 
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terms. Mr. Rosenkrans was about 60 years of age. Besides his wife, four 
sons and four daughters, he leaves an aged father and three brothers and 
two sisters to mourn his loss. His remains were interred by those of his 
son Harry in the family plot in the Stillwater Cemetery.”
Bison S. Rosenkrans [394]
Bison S. Rosenkrans, son of Garrett [141], was born in Stillwater, April 
12, 1841. He was a soldier in the war of the Rebellion and after his return 
home married Euphemia Schoonover. He is mainly employed as overseer 
of work on the track of the railroad, and lives at East Stillwater near the 
railway depot. His children are: Norna and Augustus.
Edgar Rosenkrans [395]
Edgar Rosenkrans, son of Garrett [141], was born in Stillwater, New 
Jersey, December 2, 1842. He was a telegraph operator on the Delaware, 
Lackawanna, & Western Railway, for a number of years at different stations 
and was eventually 1892, made operator and depot agent at Andover, New 
Jersey, where he still resides holding that position. He married Thirza 
Gardner Birdsall, of Brooklyn, December 15, 1880. His children are: 
Elizabeth Hutchinson and Ray Locke. Mrs. Edgar Rosenkrans is a daughter 
of Eli Birdsall, a retired sea captain, whose wife was Eliza Scott.
H. Ophelia Rosenkrans [396]
H. Ophelia Rosenkrans, daughter of Garrett, was born September 30, 
1845, married Alfred Stiff, and lives at Andover, New Jersey
Jesse H. Rosenkrans [397]
Jesse H. Rosenkrans, son of Garrett, was born March 24, 1849, and died 
young.
Catharine Maria Rosenkrans [398]
Catharine Maria Rosenkrans, daughter of Garrett [141], was born October 
9, 1854, and married Smith Simpson, a hotel keeper at Hamburg, New 
Jersey, and has one child, Graey, born August 2, 1876.

Horace Rosenkrans [146] and Maria Ingersoll had eight children.

Euphemia Rosenkrans [399]
Euphemia Rosenkrans, daughter of Horace, was born on her father’s farm 
near Elgin, Illinois, February 29, 1840, and died February 1844.
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Maria Louisa Rosenkrans [400]
Maria Louisa Rosenkrans, daughter of Horace, was born near Elgin, August 
30, 1841, married October 28, 1863, Marquis D. Hendrickson, and has 
three children: Harry Everett, born January 9, 1865, Minnie Louisa, born 
December 25, 1869, and Willard Vincent, born March 5, 1874. Harry E. 
Hendrickson married January 23, 1890, Lucille Creed and has a child, 
Oliver Dale born April 24, 1892. Minnie L. Hendrickson married June, 
1887, Henry Clay Banks and has three children, Edith Miriam, born 
November 24, 1889, Donald Clay, born July 30, 1892, and a son whose 
name is unknown, born November 17, 1896. Millard Vincent Hendrickson 
is reported living 1896.
Sarah Ann Rosenkrans [401]
Sarah Ann Rosenkrans, daughter of Horace [146], was born near Elgin, 
March,28, 1843, married January 3, 1871, Joshua Egleston, has one 
child, Henry Jay, born January 24, 1873.
Samuel Rosenkrans [402]
Samuel Rosenkrans, son of Horace, was born May 8, 1845, and died in 
infancy.
Deboral Jane Rosenkrans [403]
Deboral Jane Rosenkrans, daughter of Horace, was born April 8, 1847, 
and married William H. Woodworddale. No children.
Horace Edgar Rosenkrans [404]
Horace Edgar Rosenkrans, son of Horace [146], was born March 14, 1849, 
married November 4, 1873, Mary Egleston, has three children: Edith M., 
Howard G., and Horace S.
Mary Eliza Rosenkrans [405]
Mary Eliza Rosenkrans, born February 25, 1851, died in infancy,
Garrett Edward Rosenkrans [406]
Garrett Edward Rosenkrans, last child of Horace  
[146], was born on the farm December 20, 1852, died June 5, 1894.
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Dr. Halsey Rosenkrans [149] and Ann Eliza Hale had three children.

Fannie Rosenkrans [407]
Fannie Rosenkrans, daughter of Dr. Halsey, as reported by Mrs. Jennie R. 
Hawes [154] married Theodore B. Hays and is living at San Antonia, Texas, 
and has children, some being departed.
Lizzie Rosenkrans [408]
Lizzie Rosenkrans, daughter of Dr. Halsey [149], married H.H. Bilter and 
lives at Eola, DuPage County, Illinois. She has four children, names not 
known.
Casa Rosenkrans [409]
Casa Rosenkrans, daughter of Dr. Halsey [149], married Thomas O’Neil, 
who has recently died. She lives at Post Looaca, Texas, and has six children.

Nelson Rosenkrans [155] and Harriet Wheeler had five children.

Frazier Rosenkrans [410]
Frazier Rosenkrans, son of Nelson [155], was born March 14, 1840. He 
was a soldier in the war of the Rebellion, He enlisted in 44th New York 
Regiment, September, 1861, was wounded at the battle of the Wilderness 
May 8, 1864, taken prisoner and died in a rebel prison at Savannah, 
Georgia, October 20, 1864.
Althea Rosenkrans [411]
Althea Rosenkrans, daughter of Nelson [155], was born January 2, 1843, 
married November 23, 1864, George Bush, a farmer who went West and 
settled at Stockbridge, Michigan.
Celesta Rosenkrans [412]
Celesta Rosenkrans, daughter of Nelson, born in Yates County, New York, 
September 12, 1844, died at Penn Yan, New York November 3, 1889.
Adelaide Rosenkrans [413]
Adelaide Rosenkrans, daughter of Nelson [155], was born July 23, Bizer 
Rosenkrans [420]1847, married January 22, 1868, Cassius N. McFarren, 
a merchant at Penn Yan, New York She died there June 11, 1890.

261

The Seventh Generation



Mary Rosenkrans [414]
Mary Rosenkrans, daughter of Nelson [155], was born in Yates County, 
New York, October 22, 1852, married June 26, 1879, Emory J. Tompkins, 
a grape grower of Hammondsport, New York

David Rosenkrans [158] and Mary Hill had six children.

Catharine Rosenkrans [415]
Catharine Rosenkrans, daughter of David [158], was born in Steuben 
County, New York, 1844, went with her father to Illinois 1855, and died 
1863.
Albert A. Rosenkrans [416]
Albert A. Rosenkrans, son of David [158], was born in Pultney, Steuben 
County, New York January 23, 1846. He was married April 23, 1874, in the 
twp. of Algonquin, McHenry County, Illinois, to Elizabeth Kindrew, born 
there February 9, 1856. He is a farmer living three miles from Algonquin 
where he settled after marriage, and reported by letter May 4, 1899. He 
has six children: Mary Helen Elizabeth, Katie Belle, Mary L., David LeRoy, 
Albert Verl, and Minnie Grace.
Melvin Rosenkrans [417]
Melvin Rosenkrans, reported only by name,
Alice Rosenkrans [418]
Alice Rosenkrans, reported only by name,
Frances Rosenkrans [419]
Frances Rosenkrans, reported only by name, and 
Bizer Rosenkrans [420]
Bizer Rosenkrans, children of David [158] are reported only by name.

Ira Rosenkrans [159] and Fannie Townsend had one child and by Sarah 
Elizabeth Hubbell he had one child.

Emma Rosenkrans [421]
Emma Rosenkrans, daughter of Ira and Fannie, was born April 2, 1855, 
and married Dora Haight while living at Burdette, New York She died 
December 12, 1886.
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Fannie D. Rosenkrans [422]
Fannie D. Rosenkrans, daughter of Ira [159], was born February 15, 
1861, and while living in Schuyler County, New York, married September 
25, 1895, George A. Spear, of Syracuse. They live at Cazenovia, Madison 
County, New York. 

Isaac Rosenkrans [161] and Ann Eliza Bash had three children.

Eugene Rosenkrans [423]
Eugene Rosenkrans, son of Isaac [161], born in Steuben County, New 
York, June 26, 1861, married June 19, 1895, Jessie Drake, of Westfield, 
Pennsylvania He moved to Trenton, New Jersey, 1896, and is an agent or 
collector of some kind at Trenton, as reported by himself 1899. No children.
Wilbur Rosenkrans [424]
Wilbur Rosenkrans, son of Isaac [161], was born at Pultney, New York, 
October 27, 1866, married October 23, 1899, Sevena Draper. He is a farmer 
living at Pultney, New York, whose address is Prattsburg. No children.
Ella Rosenkrans [425]
Ella Rosenkrans, daughter of Isaac, born August 26, 1871, died January 
12, 1874.

Abram G. Rosenkrans [165] and Sarah Brailey had five children.

George Rosenkrans [426]
George Rosenkrans, son of Abram G., was born near Howell, Michigan, 
March 15, 1861, married March 22, 1885, Leonetta Owens, is a farmer at 
Reed City, Osceola County, Michigan, and at last report his mother was 
living with him. His children are: Chalmer, Wayne, Dora and Harry.
Everett Rosenkrans [427]
Everett Rosenkrans, son of Abram G. [165], was born  
near Howell, Michigan December 8, 1862, married July 3, 1883, Florence 
Britton, is a lumberman living at Brighton, Michigan. His children are 
Maud and Rex.

263

The Seventh Generation



Jay Rosenkrans [428]
Jay Rosenkrans, son of Abram G, [165], was born May 5, 1867, and died 
May 17, 1872.
William Rosenkrans [429]
William Rosenkrans, born September 5, 1871, and
John Rosenkrans [430]
John Rosenkrans, born July 14, 1875, sons of Abram G. [165], are both 
painters living at Brighton, Michigan.

Dwight Rosenkrans [168] and Angeline Bule had two children, and by 
Mary Martin he had two children, as follows.

Emily Rosenkrans [431]
Emily Rosenkrans, born near Howell, Michigan May 30, 1878,
Eliza Rosenkrans [432]
Eliza Rosenkrans, born November 20, 1879,
Rebecca Rosenkrans [433]
Rebecca Rosenkrans, born April 14,1887.
Ida Rosenkrans [434]
Ida Rosenkrans, born October 3, 1888.

William D. Rosencrantz [176] and Mary Caroline Warner have two 
children. 

William Dayton Rosencrantz Jr. [435]
William Dayton Rosencrantz Jr., son of William Dayton, was born at 
Hohokus, New Jersey, February 16, 1882, and,
Mary Elizabeth Rosencrantz [436]
Mary Elizabeth Rosencrantz, his daughter, was born September 12, 1885.
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Reverend David W. Rosenkrans [181] and Emily Stratton had six 
children, and by Sarah Alice Trumbull he had one child.

Primas Rosenkrans [437]
Primas Rosenkrans, son of Reverend David W., was born June 23, 1854, 
at Portland, Wisconsin, and died in infancy.
Vincent Vergn Rosenkrans [438]
Vincent Vergn Rosenkrans, son of Reverend David W. [181], was born at 
Columbus, Wisconsin, September 4, 1855, and educated at Thayer College, 
Kiddon, Missouri On June 25, 1883, soon after going to Nebraska, he 
married at Belle Prairie, Morrison County, Minnesota, Minnie Sunderlin, a 
teacher in the City School of Little Falls, Minnesota Vincent Vergn is 
farming on a cattle ranch at Dorsey, Nebraska, and when reported was 
Superintendent of the Presbyterian Sunday School, also leader of the 
church choir. His children are: Harold V. and Marian.
Zea Rosenkrans [439]
Zea Rosenkrans, daughter of Reverend 
David W., was born at Columbus, 
Wisconsin, November 30, 1857, and died 
in infancy.
Mary Emma Rosenkrans [440]
Mary Emma Rosenkrans, daughter of 
Reverend David W. [181], and Emily, was 
born at Columbus, Wisconsin, February 
22, 1859. She was educated at the State 
Normal School, St. Cloud, Minnesota, 
and in at Belle Prairie, Minnesota, Cyrus 
H. Fanrand. She died at Little Falls, 
Minnesota December 20, 1893. She had 
six children, of whom four sons and 
one daughter were living 1899, four of 
them being with their grandparents, 
the Farrand’s, in Morrison County, 
Minnesota, and the youngest, William mrs. mOrna p. (rOsenkrans) 

mCelhany [442]
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Cyrus, with his grandfather, Reverend D. W. Rosenkrans, at Dorsey, 
Nebraska
Zella Vertine Rosenkrans [441]
Zella Vertine Rosenkrans, daughter of Reverend David  
W., was born at Columbus, Wisconsin, December 20, 1860, and died 
March 21, 1866.
Morna Priscilla Rosenkrans [442]
Morna Priscilla Rosenkrans, was born at Hamilton, Caldwell County, 
Missouri November 19, 1870, was educated at Gates College, Negleh, 
Nebraska, and married June 29, 1892, Coral L. McElhany. She has 
children: Eldridge and William V.
David Lynn Rosenkrans [443]
David Lynn Rosenkrans, son of Reverend David W. [181] and Sarah Alice, 
his second wife, was born July 10, 1874, at Hamilton, Missouri, and died 
at Dorsey, Nebraska, July 29, 1889.

William J. Rosenkrans [182] and Hannah Elizabeth Prentice had six 
children, and by Mrs. Clara Thomas he has one child.

Agnes Rosenkrans [444]
Agnes Rosenkrans, eldest child of William J. [182] was born at Pewaukee, 
‘Waukesha County, Wisconsin, July 16, 1857. When she was three years 
of age, her parents moved to Waushara County, Dakota, and there she 
grew to womanhood, attending the district school of the little village in 
which she lived, At the age of seventeen she commenced teaching the 
same school, and taught there two terms, when, in the spring of 1875, 
she went to Oconomowoc, where she taught in a district school, applying 
herself in the meantime to study, in order to become more proficient, In 
1878 her health failed, and for eight years she was an invalid most of 
the time confined to the house, To occupy the passing hours she began 
to write short stories, which undertaking she eventually turned to good 
account. She says, “It was while in that helpless condition I first thought of 
writing to pass some of the weary hours, I tried my prentice hand on short 
stories, and articles of various kinds, and after a while found confidence to 
offer my productions to editors. I received enough encouragement to make 
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me persevere and enough remuneration to make it worth my while. I wrote 
articles on household and other topics for various publications, and for six 
years was engaged by the “Weekly Wisconsin” to edit its puzzle department; 
that, however, has been discontinued. I still do some writing as time and 
inclination permit.” She is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and in October 1899, was living near Oconomowoc, Wisconsin.
L. Duane Rosenkrans [445]
L. Duane Rosenkrans, eldest son of William J. [182], was born at Pewaukee, 
Wisconsin, February 9, 1859. He was raised at Dakota, Wisconsin, and 
became a telegraph operator, serving as such at various points in that 
state. He eventually learned the jewelry business and opened a place of 
business for himself at Oconomowoc, where he is still engaged in it. He 
there married October 22, 1890, Gertrude McKee, a teacher in the public 
school of that place. They have two children: Floyd and Gertrude.
C. Blanche Rosenkrans [446]
C. Blanche Rosenkrans, daughter of William J. [182], was born at Dakota, 
Wisconsin January 7, 1861. At the age of fourteen she went to Oconomowoc 
and attended the High School there, and began to teach at twenty years 
of age. She taught in that vicinity for five years, continually pursuing 
her studies in order to become more proficient as a teacher. In 1886 she 
went to South Dakota and continued her teaching and the improvement 
of her qualifications until it is said, “she ranks with the best teachers in 
South Dakota.” March 1, 1897, she married George E. Wagner, a farmer 
of South Dakota, who has two quarter sections of land and is engaged in 
cattle raising near Seneca. C. Blanche has no children, is a member of the 
Congregational church, and still pursues her favorite profession of school 
teaching.
Belle Rosenkrans [447]
Belle Rosenkrans, daughter of William J. [182], was born at Dakota, 
Wisconsin April 16, 1863. She attended school in her native village 
till 1875, when she, with her sister Blanche attended the High School 
at Oconomowoc and began teaching while young, March 12, 1884, she 
married L. Ingersoll, of Concord, Wisconsin, a farmer, born April 18, 1854. 
He has a dairy farm and for several years has held the office of Town Clerk. 
Belle continued teaching school after marriage and is said to have been a 
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very successful teacher. As reported by her sister Agnes, March 1899, Mrs. 
Belle Ingersoll had four children, but lost one that year. She is a church 
member. Her children are Angie Belle, born December 6, 1886; Morna 
Blanche, born December 5, 1889 and died March 17, 1899; Amy L., born 
January 31, 1894; Helen Agnes, born August 16, 1897. 
Egbert Earl Rosenkrans [448]
Egbert Earl Rosenkrans, son of William J. [182], was born at Dakota, 
Waushara County, Wisconsin, and brought up to farming, which he has 
followed all his days with evident skill and success. He married March 15, 
1888, Miriam Grover, born October 29, 1866. In 1894 Egbert Earl became 
superintendent of “La Belle Knoll Farm,” on the border of Oconomowoc, a 
summer residence and stock farm of Montgomery Ward, of Chicago. His 
position is said to be of “great responsibility and a good salary which he 
merits by his faithful attendance to his numerous duties.” Report says 
“they have several hundred acres of land and make a specialty of imported 
thoroughbred horses, having large and well filled stables and employing 
many men to care for them.” This report was received 1896, since which, 
We are informed, he has purchased a farm. Egbert Earl is a member of the 
Congregational church and has three children Leon C., Prentice E. and 
Everett A.
Owen L. Rosenkrans [449]
Owen L. Rosenkrans, son of William J. and Elizabeth, was born at Dakota, 
Wisconsin April 17, 1868. He is yet unmarried and at last report, April 
1899, was in the United States regular army, stationed at Manila. He 
enlisted at Chicago in November, 1898, and Went to Manila in December 
via the Red Sea and Suez Canal.
Ralph Rosenkrans [450]
Ralph Rosenkrans, son of William J. [182], by his second wife was born at 
Dorsey, Nebraska, 1887.

James Rosenkrans [183] and Marion M. Wood have eight children.

Frank Rosenkrans [451]
Frank Rosenkrans, son of James, born March 11, 1856, died September 
10, 1858.
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Henrietta P. Rosenkrans [452]
Henrietta P. Rosenkrans, daughter of James [183], was born in Wisconsin 
September 8, 1857, married W. F. Chase and lives at Gettysburg, South 
Dakota; Mr. Chase was an invalid in the hospital at Yankton December 
1899. Their children are Arthur E., J. May, Agnes L. and Herbert.
Henry William Rosenkrans [453]
Henry William Rosenkrans, son of James, was a twin brother of Henrietta 
P. born September 8, 1857, was married and died June 23, 1895. His 
widow living at Salem, South Dakota, has children: Jamie G., Frank H., 
Ralph, and Maud.
Mary E. ‘Rosenkrans [454]
Mary E. ‘Rosenkrans, daughter of James [183], born March 5, 1863, died 
in infancy.
Leonard C. Rosenkrans [455]
Leonard C. Rosenkrans, son of James [183], was born  
in Wisconsin March- 1, 1867, married Ernestine Filter, and lived at 
Hamburg, Iowa. He has recently purchased a farm in Lawrence County, 
near Henryville, Tennessee, where his parents and brother, Reverend 
Charles E. Rosenkrans [458] have settled. His children are Irvin F., married 
Ruth, Mildred married, Perry William, Ruby Pink and Lillian A.
Luman R. Rosenkrans [456]
Luman R. Rosenkrans, twin brother of Leonard C., born March 1, 1867, 
and,
Hulda E. Rosenkrans [457]
Hulda E. Rosenkrans, born January 18, 1869, both died in infancy.
Reverend Charles Emmans Rosenkrans [458]
Reverend Charles Emmans Rosenkrans, son of James [183], was born in 
Wisconsin December 27, 1870. The following is his autobiography furnished 
by request, dated December 1899, “Reverend Charles E. Rosenkrans was 
born in Marquette County, Wisconsin, December, 27, 1870, moved with 
his parents to. Hancock County, Iowa, in the spring of 1876, where he 
attended public school, moved to Potter County, South Dakota, in the 
spring of 1886, and there being isolated from schools he commenced 
studying at home, joined the Free Methodist church in 1887 and took up 
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the study of theology and commenced to exhort in meetings in the fall and 
winter of 1887-1888 and has been preaching and. organizing Sunday 
schools most of the time since. In 1894 he was elected one of the first 
Justices of the Peace of Potter County, South Dakota, and held that office 
till 1897, when he resigned so as to take up a mail contract in another part 
of the county In 1898 he started overland for Tennessee in company with 
his father, James R. His mother went on the cars to Hamburg. Iowa, where 
Leonard C, R., brother of the subject of this sketch was living. They all 
spent the winter at Hamburg, Iowa, and Charles E. preached for the Free 
Methodists and Independent Baptists. In March, 1899, they sent their 
parents by train to Lawrence Co, Tennessee, and they Charles E. and 
Leonard C. and the latter’s family drove through completing Stella 
Rosenkrans [461] a journey of 1,600 miles for Charles E. On arriving at 
their new home in July of 1899, Charles E. organized a Sunday school on 
Chief Creek and until he could find what church he could work with best, 
handed his credentials in on the Summertown Mission Circuit Tennessee 

Conference Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, and was licensed for that Circuit 
and appointed School Superintendent of 
the Henryville Sunday school. Preached 
18 regular sermons and conducted three 
funerals for that denomination, yet not 
liking Episcopacy he presented his 
papers to the United Brethren in Christ, 
and was accepted and appointed 
December 5, 1899, as permanent pastor 
of the Waynsboro Circuit, West Tennessee 
Conference of that church. He has not 
yet been ordained Elder. Charles E. was 
married November 15, 1899, to Miss 
Addie Goss, daughter of John and 
Hannah Goss, of Henryville, Lawrence 
County, Tennessee They moved from 
Fairfield County, Ohio, in 1879, and 
settled on Chief Creek, Lawrence County, 
Tennessee, and there the subject of this 

reverend Charles emmans 
rOsenkrans and wife [458]
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sketch was born January 18, 1885, The Grosses trace their family back 
four generations to one of their number who was Grand Duke of Switzerland. 
The family residence there was in the town of Basil. Mrs. Addie G. 
Rosenkrans is a good Christian and will be a great help to her husband in 
his missionary and pastoral work. Their address is Henryville, Tennessee.” 

Edwin Rosenkrans [188] and Louisa Gay had five children.

William H. Rosenkrans [459]
William H. Rosenkrans, son of Edwin [188] is City Engineer, married and 
living at South Bend, Indiana, having as report says one child.
Edwin J. Rosenkrans [460]
Edwin J. Rosenkrans, son of Edwin [188], is also a civil engineer, married 
and at last report was living at 401 Hampshire St., Buffalo, New York.
Stella Rosenkrans [461]
Stella Rosenkrans, daughter of Edwin [188], is married and her husband 
is said to be Principal of a High School, Illinois.
Ella Rosenkrans [462]
Ella Rosenkrans, daughter of Edwin [183] and twin  
sister to Stella, is teaching school at Chebause, Illinois, has her home with 
her uncle Dr. E.M. Rosenkrans, of Chicago.
Eda Rosenkrans [463]
Eda Rosenkrans, daughter of Edwin [188], is attending school at South 
Bend, Indiana, stopping with her brother there, but has her home with her 
uncle Dr. E.M. Rosenkrans.

Dr. Francis Eugene Rosenkrans [189] and wife, Flora A., have two 
children.

Louis C. Rosenkrans [464]
Louis C. Rosenkrans, son of Dr. F. Eugene [189], was born September 1, 
1881. His father says, “He has started in as an electrician, and now at 
eighteen is an expert as inspector in telephone service.”
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Frank William Rosenkrans [465]
Frank William Rosenkrans, born January 1884 “is a student and now at 
fifteen is advanced to quite an extent in the sciences and languages and 
intends to become a scholar in some profession.”

Omar L. Rosenkrans [190] and Mary Ruth Winn have four children.

Mary Louisa Rosenkrans [466]
Mary Louisa Rosenkrans, born March 31, 1875.
Madge Rosenkrans [467]
Madge Rosenkrans, born April 15, 1879,
Omar L. Rosenkrans [468]
Omar L. Rosenkrans, born July 27, 1877, and
Elizabeth Ruth Rosenkrans [469]
Elizabeth Ruth, born February 6, 1888.

George E. Rosenkrans [199] and Rose Clark have six children.

Clarence C. Rosenkrans [470]
Clarence C. Rosenkrans, son of George E. [199], was born March 13, 
1871; is an artist, and as such kindly offered gratuitously his assistance 
regarding the embellishment of this book. In a letter dated Elyria, Ohio, 
November 14, 1899, in answer to a letter of inquiry, replied as follows 
regarding his education and preparation for his profession, “Most of my 
instruction was at the Artist, Artisans Institute, New York, under John 
Ward Stinson and various private teachers. Since then I have taught some 
and done some professional work. I wish I could regard my work in the 
entire as preparatory. My work has not been without interruptions, and 
I fancy I am not different from other Rosenkranses in the way of having 
ideas and theories of their own, and am in the assimilating and growing 
period rather than the creative and fruitful, I am looking forward to the 
time when I can renew my studies and perhaps enjoy the benefits of some 
foreign travel. I usually spend the winters in New York and the summers 
sketching, and so armed with your book, I may go ancestor hunting with 
a relish, and capture them on their native shores. Wishing you success 
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in your work and at your service any time, Very Sincerely, Clarence C. 
Rosenkrans.”
Hattie C. Rosenkrans [471]
Hattie C. Rosenkrans Born July 3, 1874, died August 15, 1877.
William Rosenkrans [472]
William Rosenkrans, born July 17, 1877, died January 16, 1898.
Perry Dewitt Rosenkrans [473]
Perry Dewitt Rosenkrans, Son of George E. [199], born Sept, 29, 1879, is 
living with his parents at Hammondsport.
Floyd Ayers Rosenkrans [474]
Floyd Ayers Rosenkrans, born November 29, 1881, died February 24, 1883.
Mabel C. Rosenkrans [475]
Mabel C. Rosenkrans, youngest child of George E., was born August 3, 
1885.

Dr. James H. Rosenkrans [206] and Maja Loewenthal have two children.

Egbert A. Rosenkrans [476]
Egbert A. Rosenkrans, son of Dr. James H., was born October 7, 1587.
May Ernesta Rosenkrans [477]
May Ernesta Rosenkrans was born May 8, 1892.

Joseph H, Rosenkrans [211] and Miriam Dorcas Robinson have three 
children.

Margaret Rosenkrans [478]
Margaret Rosenkrans, born April 13, 1889.
William Thompson Rosenkrans [479]
William Thompson, born May 26, 1890.
Joseph Robert Rosenkrans [480]
Joseph Robert Rosenkrans, born February 28, 1899.
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Hamilton S. Rosenkrans [216] and Helen M. Davis had six children.

Moynoral H. Rosenkrans [481]
Moynoral H. Rosenkrans, son of Hamilton S., was born at Wayland, New 
York, August 16, 1863, and is said to be married, but no report concerning 
his family is received,
Luzerne Davis Rosenkrans [482]
Luzerne Davis Rosenkrans, son of Hamilton S, [216], was horn at Wayland, 
March 8, 1866; died May 2, 1888, from a gunshot wound accidentally 
received while bunting.
Merton J. Rosenkrans [483]
Merton J. Rosenkrans was born May 2, 1869.
Lee Verne Rosenkrans [484]
Lee Verne Rosenkrans, son of Hamilton S. [216], was born at Wayland, 
New York, September 22, 1870. He remains at home assisting his mother 
in the business affairs of the family. He called on the writer at Newton 
about the year 1894 on his way home from New York where he had been 
looking after the sale of a number of car loads of hay in which his father at 
the time dealt extensively.
Jennie June Rosenkrans [485]
Jennie June Rosenkrans, daughter of Hamilton S., was born August 8, 
1872, is reported as married and having one child.
Hattie Irene Rosenkrans [486]
Hattie Irene Rosenkrans, youngest child of Hamilton S., was born February 
24, 1881.

Chester Rosenkrans [221] and wife had two sons.

Delos Rosenkrans [487]
Delos Rosenkrans, son of Chester Rosenkrans, and
Byron Rosenkrans [488]
Byron Rosenkrans, son of Chester Rosenkrans [221], are reported to have 
been born near Flint City, Michigan, and still living there.
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William Rosenkrans [222] and wife are said to have had two children.

Fnu Rosenkrans [489]
Fnu Rosenkrans, name and gender unknown.
Fnu Rosenkrans [490]
Fnu Rosenkrans, name and gender unknown.

Joseph Rosenkrans [223] and wife are said to have had two daughters.

Fnu Rosenkrans [491]
Fnu Rosenkrans, Daughter, living in Michigan, whose name is unknown.
Fnu Rosenkrans [492]
Fnu Rosenkrans, Daughter, living in Michigan, whose name is unknown.

Charles T. Rosenkrans [229] and Catharine Crasper have two children.

Frederick A. Rosenkrans [493]
Frederick A. Rosenkrans, son of Charles T. [229], was born near Flint, 
Michigan. January 22, 1863, and there married February 18, 1892, Jessie 
Grigg. He is a merchant in Canby, Oregon, doing business under the firm 
name of Carlton & Rosenkrans. No extended historical account of him has 
been received.
Antos Rosenkrans [494]
Antos Rosenkrans, son of Charles T. [229], was born near Flint, Michigan. 
February 15, 1873, and married November 13, 1895, Elizabeth H. Ephriam. 
He is a farmer living near Flint 

Henry H. Rosenkrans [230] and Sarah, E. Simone had two children 
and by Amanda M. Sawyer he had three children.

William A. Rosenkrans [495]
William A. Rosenkrans, son of Henry H. [230], was born near Flint, 
Michigan, March 25, 1864. He reports by letter that he attended public 
school at Pickney and at Byron, where his father lived, and at Corunna, 
where he graduated at the High School June 1884, and the same year 
became a clerk in the First National Bank of Corunna. In 1839 he was 
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made assistant cashier and at the death of the cashier, July 1, 1893, he 
was elected cashier of the bank. October 21, 1891, William A. married 
Hattie E. Harper, daughter of ex-Judge Harper, of the Probate Court, She 
was born in Perry September 10, 1864, attended school at Corunna and 
graduated at the High School in the class with her husband, 1884. In 
April, 1893, William A. was elected Mayor of Corunna and is spoken of as 
a candidate in the Corunna Journal of March 31, 1898, as follows, “Mr. 
Rosenkrans is known by every voter in the city and is known to be a man 
of more than ordinary ability, a man whose strict integrity is proverbial 
and whose business methods if incorporated in the city government would 
be of lasting benefit to the taxpayers. Mr. R. has never sought office and 
this is the first time he has ever run for a city office. It is a genuine case of 
the office seeking the man,” The following is from the Corunna “Independent” 
of April 1, 1898. For Mayor W.A, Rosenkrans: Mr. Rosenkrans was born at 
Flint, Michigan in 1864, and a few years afterward moved with his parents 
to Byron, Michigan, and graduated from the Byron High School in 1881 

william a. rOsenkrans [495a] mrs. haTTie e. rOsenkrans 
[495B]
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and from the Corunna public school with exceptionally high honors and 
was at once offered and accepted a position with the First National Bank 
in this city, with which institution he has remained until the present time, 
having been promoted to the position of cashier of the bank in the year 
1894, which position he now holds. He is also Secretary of the Board of 
Education and is at the present time one of the members of the Board of 
Public Works of this city. He is Treasurer of the Shiawasse Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company. He is also a member of a number of civic organizations 
of this city, such as Corunna Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, Corunna. 
Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, Corunna Commandery, in which societies 
he has taken a keen interest. He is now Master of Corunna Free and 
Accepted Masons, also Recorder of Corunna Commandery and holds the 
position of Treasurer in the Forresters. Every position of trust and confidence 
that has been reposed in him has always been fulfilled with the most 
sterling integrity. Whatever be has had to do has been done well, always 
faithful to his trust.” William A. Rosenkrans was unanimously re-elected 
Mayor in 1899, having been nominated again by the Republicans and 
endorsed by the Democrats. He had one son, born in 1897, who died at his 
birth.
Minnie A. Rosenkrans [496]
Minnie A. Rosenkrans, daughter of Henry H. [230], by his first wife, was 
born November 9, 1867. She married December 22, 1886, Lowell E. Wiltse, 
and died March 3, 1892. Mr. Wiltse was drowned in December of the same 
year, leaving two children: Ethel, born November 25, 1889, and was adopted 
by Mr. D.W. Lewis and wife, of Byron, Michigan. Evert, born February 22, 
1892, was adopted by his aunt, Mrs. O. Campbell, of Owasso, Michigan
Verena V. Rosenkrans [497]
Verena V. Rosenkrans, daughter of Henry H. [230],by his second wife, was 
born May 22, 1873. She married October 11, 1893, E.C. Tuckey, born 
at Pawpaw, Michigan, October 10, 1865. Mr. and Mrs. Tuckey lived at 
Pawpaw, 1894, and in 1898 were conducting a clothing store at Milford, 
Michigan, whence a report was received from Mrs. E.C. Tuckey giving the 
above items. Communications recently received from her announce the fact 
that owing to a boom in the copper mining region of Houghton, Michigan, 
in the northern part of the peninsula, they have removed their store to 
that place and for the present are settled there. On February 25, 1900, 
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Mrs. Tuckey wrote me that they had snow five feet deep, which was being 
packed in the streets of the city by heavy rollers drawn by four horses. 
They have one son, Cecil G. Tuckey, born at Pawpaw, August 18, 1894.
Addie L. Rosenkrans [498]
Addie L. Rosenkrans, was born May 24, 1879, and died at two years of age.
Grace G. Rosenkrans [499]
Grace G. Rosenkrans, daughter of Henry H. [230], and Amanda married, 
was born May 23, 1884. She is living with her mother at Byron, Michigan, 
attending school.

Elijah Rosenkrans [231] and Elenora Simpson have six children.

Orie S. Rosenkrans [500]
Orie S. Rosenkrans, born at Falls City, Nebraska, June 11, 1863.
Amber E. Rosenkrans [501]
Amber E. Rosenkrans, born June 29, 1865.
Henry E: Rosenkrans [502]
Henry E: Rosenkrans, born August 12,-1867.
Clinton H. Rosenkrans [503]
Clinton H. Rosenkrans, born September 29, 1869.
George B. Rosenkrans [504]
George B. Rosenkrans, born October 20, 1876.
William W. Rosenkrans [505]
William W. Rosenkrans, born January 31, 1879, died October 29, 1882.

Aubert D. Rosenkrans [232] and Harriet Amanda Head had three 
children, born at Wallace, New York 

George Emery Rosenkrans [506]
George Emery Rosenkrans, born at Wallace, New York, April 14, 1870, 
married March 4, 1896, Effie May Bewman, of Towanda, Pennsylvania, 
and lives at Sayre, Pennsylvania, is timekeeper there for the Delaware, 
Lackawanna & Western Railroad Company. He has one child, Johnson 
Rinaldo, born December 28, 1896.
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Mertik M. Rosenkrans [507]
Mertik M. Rosenkrans, born October 10, 1873, married February 22, 1891, 
George W. Palmer, has two children, Grover, born December 11, 1892, and 
Earl born July 13, 1897.
William R. Rosenkrans [508]
William R. Rosenkrans, son of Aubert D. [232], was  
born January 4, 1876, graduated at the Geneva Normal School June, 1899, 
and is teaching school at Golden Bridge, Westchester County, New York.
May Hurlburt, daughter of Mrs. A.D. Rosenkrans by a former husband, 
married August 9, 1898, Ernest Wild, of Chester.

Alfred Rosenkrans [238] and Elizabeth Struble had ten children.

William P. Rosenkrans [509]
William P. Rosenkrans, son of Alfred, was born January 10, 1851, and 
died of scarlet fever January 5, 1859.
John B. Rosenkrans [510]
John B. Rosenkrans, son of Alfred [238], named for his grandfather, was 
born in Sandyston, Sussex County, New Jersey, April 27, 1852. He married 
September 21, 1880, Florence E. Schooley, born April 5, 1859, daughter 
of John Schooley, late of Sandyston. She was raised on the Schooley farm 
near Peters Valley. John B. was brought up a farmer and lived on the 
homestead farm, became a carpenter and as such lived for several years in 
Stillwater, New Jersey He eventually purchased the flouring mill property 
near Layton, and added to it a cider press with modern improvements, where 
he now resides and conducts the business. His wife died of pneumonia 
March 23, 1900. His children are George E., Alice J. and Mabel.
Mary Alice Rosenkrans [511]
Mary Alice Rosenkrans, daughter of Alfred [238],  
was born February 8, 1854; married 1873 George E. Hursh, son of Benjamin 
D. Hursh, and lives on a farm near Layton, New Jersey, engaged in farming 
and the poultry business. Their children are: Anna Estella, born March 31, 
1875, a school teacher; Benjamin, born December 29, 1877, a telephone 
agent, at East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania; Belva, born October 31, 1879; 
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Ella, born March 20, 1884; Kate, born September 20. 1886, and Roscoe 
C., born October 6, 1889.
Daniel H. Rosenkrans [512]
Daniel H. Rosenkrans, son of Alfred, was born November 8, 1855, and died 
with scarlet fever February 3, 1859.
Jacob Linden Rosenkrans [513]
Jacob Linden Rosenkrans, son of Alfred [238], was born in Sussex County, 
New Jersey, October 20, 1857. He married September 14, 1881, Emma 
J. Youngs, born January 13, 1859, daughter of James B.Youngs, son 
of Roanna (88). Jacob Linden is a farmer living near Unionville, Orange 
County, New York No children.
Anna Estella Rosenkrans [514]
Anna Estella Rosenkrans, daughter of Alfred, was born February 14, 1860; 
married January, 1884, Edwin B. Kintner, born October 14, 1862, son of 
Anson R., son of Peter Kintner and Amanda Decker. He has been a farmer 
in Sandyston, and a butcher peddling meat in the vicinity, and recently 
settled on a farm near Stroudsburg, 
Pennsylvania. Anna Estella died, 1897, 
and Mr. Kintner married again. They 
had four children: Anson, born December 
24, 1884; Albertie, born November 24, 
1886; Floyd F., born March 29, 1887, 
and Clyde, born May 2, 1889.
Emma J. Rosenkrans [515]
Emma J. Rosenkrans, daughter of 
Alfred, was born January 2, 1862; 
married 1885, Adin Vansickle, born 
February 18, 1856, son of Benjamin 
P., of Sandyston. Adin is a farmer and 
carpenter, and recently lived at Peter’s 
Valley, New Jersey Emma J.’s children 
are: Ralph and Albert R., the latter 
having died 1891.

alBerT s. rOsenkrans [517]
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Catharine Rosenkrans [516]
Catharine Rosenkrans, daughter of Alfred [238], born  
January 15, 1864, married February 9, 1887, Floyd P. Fuller, born June 
18, 1866, son of John B. and Mary Fuller, of Walpack. Floyd P. is a farmer 
living near Hainesville, New Jersey They have a daughter Fannie V.
Albert S. Rosenkrans [517]
Albert S. Rosenkrans, son of Alfred [238], was born in Sussex County, New 
Jersey, December 3, 1867. After leaving the district school he attended the 
Newton Institute and the Normal School at Trenton, becoming a school 
teacher. He subsequently went to Knoxville, Tennessee, and learned the 
laundry business and in company with Floyd Knight engaged in the laundry 
business at Lynchburg, Va., where they did a successful business for a 
number of years. In 1898 they sold their business to Marshall J Greer, 
of Newton, and Albert S. now resides near Layton, Sussex County, New 
Jersey.
Frank Rosenkrans [518]
Frank Rosenkrans, son of Alfred, was born April 8, 1871, attended a 
business college and is now a merchant doing business at Layton, Sussex 
County, New Jersey.

Everson W. Rosenkrans [239] and Emma L. Lockwood have five 
children.

John L. Rosenkrans [519]
John L. Rosenkrans, son of Everson W., was born at Mount Vernon, 
Indiana, June 28, 1861. He assisted his father in the bank there and 
was also in the insurance business. A second bank was started at Mount 
Vernon called the Posey County Bank, of which he was cashier. He married 
April 24, 1884. Jessie Spencer, of Mount Vernon, born April 13, 1864. He 
died March 1883, leaving a wife and one child, a daughter born April 15, 
1883, five weeks after his death. She is named Johnie.
Lucius Leroy Rosenkrans [520]
Lucius Leroy Rosenkrans, son of Everson W. [239], was born at Mount 
Vernon February 27, 1863. He married August 10, 18S8, Effie Castello 
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and at the time of report, January 1831, was in the nursery business at 
Mount Vernon. His children were Luta, Lena and Raba.
Natalie Rosenkrans [521]
Natalie Rosenkrans, daughter of Everson W., was at Mount Vernon June 
9, 1865, and married 1886, Edwin Wade, born December 9, 1864, who in 
January 1894, was in the insurance business at Mount Vernon. They had 
two children, Lucilla Wade, born January 11, 1833, and Edwin, born June 
27, 1893.
Everson Rosenkrans [522]
Everson Rosenkrans, son of Everson W., was born August 23, 1868, and 
died November 3, 1874.
Carrie Rosenkrans [523]
Carrie Rosenkrans, the youngest child was born November 3, 1874.

Jacob H. Rosenkrans [240] and Catharine Depue have four children.

Cyrill D. Rosenkrans [524]
Cyrill D. Rosenkrans, son of Jacob II. [240], born at Fairdale, Susquehanna, 
County, Pennsylvania, graduated at the Keystone Academy, at Factoryville, 
Pennsylvania, and subsequently at Kingston. He then pursued a’ four years 
course of study for the practice of pharmacy in Philadelphia, after which 
he engaged in the drug business at Binghampton, New York, in company 
with another. He sold out there and during the World’s Fair at Chicago 
was managing a branch drug store for a firm in that city. He subsequently 
married. Anna Adelia Slocum, of LaPlume, Pennsylvania, who graduated at 
Keystone Academy in the class with her husband and afterward attended 
the post office at LaPlume. When married Cyrill D. was employed by a 
malt extract company in Ohio and stationed at Brooklyn, New York, as 
canvasser among the physicians of Brooklyn for the introduction of the 
malt extract and also canvassed in portions of the states of New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania. After being with that company several years he engaged 
with another Malt Extract County, stationed at New Orleans, and is now 
living at 1,101 Travis Street, Houston, Texas, canvassing for the company. 
‘No children.
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Daniel Rosenkrans [525]
Daniel Rosenkrans, son of Jacob H., was born at Fairdale, Pennsylvania, 
and educated at Kingston. He became a school teacher, having also a 
practical knowledge of the mercantile business, which he learned with 
his father. He is now a salesman in a store at Grangerville, Pennsylvania, 
where he was married 1898 to Mrs. Amy (Walden) Smith, of Grangerville.
Eugene Rosenkrans [526]
Eugene Rosenkrans, son of Jacob H., was educated at Kingston, 
Pennsylvania, and assists his father in the mercantile business and during 
summer is engaged as bookkeeper by a Creamery Company doing business 
at Fairdale, Pennsylvania.
Blanche Rosenkrans [527]
Blanche Rosenkrans, daughter of Jacob H. [240], was born at Fairdale, 
and educated at the Keystone Academy, at Factoryville, Pennsylvania, and 
took a special course in music, becoming a music teacher. She married 
October 18, 1899, Dr. Hairy Fry, of Fairdale.

lesTer l. rOsenkrans [528a] mrs. haTTie l. rOsenkrans 
[528B]
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Anson P. Rosenkrans [243] and Glorvina M. Young have three children.

Lester L. Rosenkrans [528]
Lester L. Rosenkrans was born in Sussex County, New Jersey, whose 
biography is as follows, “L.L. Rosenkrans was born at Layton, Sussex 
County, New Jersey August 27, 1854. In 1858 his father removed to Newton, 
the county seat, and engaged in the mercantile business, remaining there 
ten years. The subject of our sketch attended the school of the town during 
that time, and when his father bought a farm and moved upon it in 1868, 
worked upon the farm during the summer and attended the public school 
and the High School at Port Jervis, New York, the remainder of the time 
for three years. He then taught a district school for one year, but when his 
father re-entered business in 1872, he clerked for him four years, taking 
a course at Eastman’s Business College, at Poughkeepsie, New York, in 
the meantime. He farmed a few years, and was in business for a short 
time in Scranton, Pennsylvania, but being strongly inclined toward the 
school room, again went to teaching, finally taking a course at the New 
Jersey State Normal School, and is now principal of the Grammar School 
at Leonia, New Jersey In July, 1878, he was married to Hattie C. Carmer, 
who bore him one daughter, Dorothy Q., who graduated from the New 
Jersey State Normal School in 1899, and is at present a teacher at Tenafly, 
New Jersey
Georgie Rosenkrans [529]
Georgie Rosenkrans, (formerly written Georgiana), daughter of Anson P. 
[243], was born at Flatbrookville, New Jersey, January 5, 1856. While 
her father was living at Hainesville she married December 1878, Harry 
Ashaeld Depue born at Hainesville, 1852. He is a son of Samuel, son of 
Deacon John Depue, of Sandyston. He was brought up on a farm and after 
leaving school there attended school at Stanhope, New Jersey, under the 
tutorship of Professor Cope. After marriage he engaged in the mercantile 
business with his father-in-law at Port Jervis, New York, and still later at 
Stillwater, New Jersey He eventually conducted the business there alone 
and purchasing a building lot erected a new store building in which he kept 
store for a short time. He sold the store and property to his father-in-law and 
engaged in the grocery business in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania Returning 
from Wilkes-Barre, he purchased a home in Newton and for several years 
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was salesman in the hardware store of W.W. Woodward. In 1896, he went 
to Knoxville, Tennessee, and engaged in the laundry business in company 
with his brother Herbert, who was conducting an extensive business in 
that city. Georgie and H. Ashaeld are both members of the Presbyterian 
Church and she is an active church worker. While living in Newton she 
assisted in the primary department of the Presbyterian Sabbath School. 
They have two sons: Harry Depue, born at Stillwater, New Jersey, July 2, 
1884, and Ray born October 1886.
Elijah C. Rosenkrans [530]
Elijah C. Rosenkrans, son of Anson P. [243], was born in Newton, New 
Jersey, March 16, 1864. He was brought up to farming and married 
December 29, 1886, Laura D. Morris born November 28, 1866, daughter 
of Samuel Morris, of Sandyston. Since marriage he has lived on his father’s 
farm in Sandyston, where he still resides. His children are Alvin C., Bessie 
G. and Lila Mildred.

mrs. Carrie (rOsenkrans) 
riker [531a]

allen C. riker [531B]
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Allen Rosenkrans [245] and Charlotte Tuttle had two children and by 
Mary Catharine Wintermute he has four children.

Carrie Rosenkrans [531]
Carrie Rosenkrans, daughter of Allen [245], was born at Layton, Sussex 
County, New Jersey February 25, 1855. She married in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, October 22, 1879, Hiram E. Riker, born January 10, 1852. 
He is a son of Norman Riker, formerly living in Scranton, and now on a 
farm near Nicholson, Pennsylvania.  Hiram E. before marriage was driving 
a delivery wagon for a grocery firm in Scranton and subsequently engaged 
in the livery business. He is now in the hack business in Scranton, living 
on Monroe Avenue. Their children are: Sterling A. born September 14, 
1881, Chester N., born January 31, 1884, Allen C., named for his 
grandfather was born June 16, 1886, and Robert H. born November 20, 
1893.
Lucy T. Rosenkrans [532]
Lucy T. Rosenkrans, daughter of Allen 
[245], and Charlotte, was born in New 
York City on the east corner of Broadway 
and 32nd St., where the writer was then 
living and engaged in the grocery trade, 
February 1, 1860. She was named for 
her grandmother, Lucy Tuttle. When but 
three days old she with her mother was 
carried from the house on a bed at night 
to escape a fire in the adjoining building, 
which was extinguished. Living with her 
parents in Scranton, Pennsylvania, Lucy 
married February 28, 1881, Jefferson 
M. Keller, born at Chillicothe, Livingston 
County, Missouri December 5, 1851. His 
father was John Keller, born in France, 
and married Elesta Miller, at Lebanon, 
Pennsylvania, after which he settled at 
Chillicothe, Missouri, as a carpenter and 
carver. Jefferson M. Keller was a carver 

mrs. luCy T. (rOsenkrans) 
keller [532]
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also, and chief workman in the finishing shop of Finn Brothers, contractors 
and builders, in Scranton. He was a good workman and noted for the 
amount of work which he could do as a carver. He belonged to the State 
Militia at Scranton and while camping out one summer was prostrated by 
sunstroke, which resulted in softening of the brain, causing insanity and 
death September 7, 1896. He had secured for himself a home at 701 Quincy 
Avenue, opposite the Taylor Hospital, where Lucy T. now resides. She is a 
member of the Reformed Episcopal Church to which her husband also 
belonged and over which when they became members Reverend D.N. 
Stearns, the noted Bible teacher and evangelist, was pastor. Lucy T. has 
been an active church worker and before her husband’s death paid for a 
Bible reader at a foreign Christian Mission. Lucy’s children are Arthur 
Jefferson born August 26, 1883, Elesta born November 17, 1886, and died 
March 16, 1888, and Charlotte married, born January 18, 1894.
Allen E. Rosenkrans [533]
Allen E. Rosenkrans, son of Allen [245], and Mary Catharine, was born at 
No. 12 Lackawanna Avenue, Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, September 15, 1873. At 
twelve years of age he accompanied his 
parents to Newton, New Jersey. After 
leaving the public school he graduated 
at the New Jersey. Business College of 
Newark 1894. Before his graduation was 
completed he was offered a position in 
the pay roll office of the Edison Electric 
Light Company of East Newark, which 
he accepted at the close of the term and 
remained there till the spring of 1896. He 
then accepted a position offered him in 
the Sussex Shoe Factory, at Newton as 
shipping clerk and assistant bookkeeper. 
In April 1898, he became the principal 
bookkeeper which position he still holds 
living with his parents in Newton. He is 
a member of the Presbyterian Church, 
ex-Secretary of the Christian Endeavor allen e. rOsenkrans [533]
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Society of the Church and now secretary of the county organization and 
teacher in the Sabbath School.
Layton W. Rosenkrans [534]
Layton W. Rosenkrans, son of Allen [245], was born at 12 Lackawanna 
Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania, July 11, 1875. He graduated at the Newton 
Public School 1893, after which he attended the State Normal School one 
year at East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, and then entered upon a two 
years term at the Trenton Normal. School, and graduated 1896 six months 
before the end of the term, teaching school in the meantime at Pattenburg, 
New Jersey. In September, 1896 he took a school near Westwood, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, where he is still teaching his fourth year: He is a 
member of the Newton Presbyterian church and of the Society of Christian 
Endeavor. 
Minnie Rosenkrans [535]
Minnie Rosenkrans, daughter of Allen, was born in Scranton, April 23, 
1877, and died on Vine St., Scranton, with pneumonia April 16, 1885. She 
was buried in the cemetery at Newton, New Jersey

layTOn w. rOsenkrans [534] minnie rOsenkrans [535]
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Luke D. Rosenkrans [536]
Luke D. Rosenkrans, son of Allen [245], was born at No. 12 Lackawanna 
Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania, September 15, 1880. He was named for 
Luke the Evangelist and Physician. He graduated at the public school in 
Newton, 1896, after which he attended one year the English and Classical 
School kept by Misses Pierce and Rosenkrans in Newton. In February, 
1898, he entered the Trenton Normal School. Luke is something of an 
athlete, the champion runner of the school and captain of the football 
players. He is a member of the Newton Presbyterian Church.

Lorenzo D. Rosenkrans [247] and Amelia Retalic had three children.

Frank H. Rosenkrans [537]
Frank H. Rosenkrans, son of Lorenzo D., was born August 9, 1862. He 
assisted his father in the livery business from boyhood, and when his father 
died, 1884, continued the livery business at the old stand in the rear of the 
post office, Newton, having an office on Spring Street. He has raised some 
valuable trotting horses, among which is “Nutcoast,” once quite famous. 
He is engaged also in the general delivery business in connection with his 
livery.
M. Victor Rosenkrans [538]
M. Victor Rosenkrans, son of Lorenzo D. [247], was born in Newton May 
15, 1867. He pursued a course of study in pharmacy in New York, and 
now conducts a drug store in Newton.
Charles Irving Rosenkrans [539]
Charles Irving Rosenkrans, son of Lorenzo D., was born in Newton, and 
died in January, 1879, aged three years, 5 months and four days.

Henry Oscar Rosencrans [248] and Fannie Starkweather had two 
children.

Florence Starkweather Rosenkrans [540]
Florence Starkweather Rosenkrans, daughter of Henry Oscar, was born 
at Port Jervis, New York, October 30, 1869. She grew to womanhood in 
Jersey City, where her parents lived, and at Port Jervis married June 6, 

luke d. rOsenkrans [536]
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1895, Lawrence Walter, of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, who was connected 
with his father in the wholesale manufacture of crackers, at Wilkes-Barre.
Nettie May Rosenkrans [541]
Nettie May Rosenkrans, daughter of Henry Oscar  
[248], was born in Jersey City, February 14, 1875. She married at Port 
Jervis, New York, Oct 23, 1895, Russell Grant Thorpe, a merchant in Port 
Jervis. His biography in part is as follows, “James Burling Thorpe was 
born at what was then known as Old Shongum, Ulster County, New York, 
on April 16, 1810. He married A. Lydia Cole, born 1812, in Sussex County, 
New Jersey John married Thorpe, their oldest son father of Russell Grant, 
was born April 3, 1834, in a house through which the line separating the 
counties of Sullivan and Ulster was run. He married December 28, 1865, 
Martha Tawilliger, who was born at Huguenot, New York, February 9, 1844. 
Russell Grant Thorpe was born at Huguenot, November 3, 1868, attended 
the public school at that place until sixteen years of age, and then entered 
the Port Jervis Academy, graduating February 18, 1887, spent one year 
studying law, and one year teaching school at Huguenot, New York June, 
1889, entered the First National Bank, at Port Jervis, in the capacity of 
clerk and August, 1892, resigned the position to engage in the mercantile 
business with William Hooey under the firm name of Hooey & Thorpe, 
which was terminated by his buying Hooey’s interest February 3, 1896.” 
Nettie married and her husband since the death of her mother in 1899, 
have occupied her father’s residence, he living with them.

Myron S. Rosenkrans [249] and Alice Marvin have one son.

Harry Howard Rosenkrans [542]
Harry Howard Rosenkrans was born in Jersey City, New Jersey, December 
31, 1874.

Benjamin Rosenkrans [250] and Mary Ann Smith had two children.

Philip Rosenkrans [543]
Philip Rosenkrans, son of Benjamin, was born in Walpack 1853. He 
remains unmarried and conducted the farm with his mother till her death 
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about 1897, and is now living with his uncle, John Swartweut, at Bushkill, 
Pennsylvania.
Eugene Rosenkrans [544]
Eugene Rosenkrans, son of Benjamin [250], was born  
in Walpack and married Mary Gariss. He purchased the Daniel Decker 
farm at the Flatbrookville ferry, and lives there as a farmer having charge 
of the homestead farm adjoining. He has three children: Elsie, Jeremiah 
and another daughter whose name is not known. 

Jacob Rosenkrans [253] and Martha Stephens have two children as 
follows:

Mary Rosenkrans [545]
Mary Rosenkrans, daughter of Jacob, [253] was born near Pawpaw, Illinois.
Frank Rosenkrans [546]
Frank Rosenkrans, son of Jacob, [253] was born near Pawpaw, Illinois.
also. He married in Illinois and moved on his father’s farm in Iowa, where 
his parents are at present living with him.

Martin Rosenkrans, [254] and Martha VanBlarcom have three children.

Lillian Margaret Rosenkrans [547]
Lillian Margaret Rosenkrans, daughter of Martin, [254], was born in 
Newton, New Jersey, December 29, 1871. After leaving the public school 
she attended the Newton Institute and prepared for college, entering Smith 
College, and graduating in 1892. She then taught in a private family in 
Belvidere one year after which she taught Greek and Latin two years at the 
State Normal School, East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, being also a German 
scholar. She returned home on account of the ill health of her mother, and 
opened a private school at Newton, where Miss Helen A. Pierce also had a 
private school. In September 1897 she and Miss Pierce joined their schools 
and opened an English and Classical School in Newton, which they are 
still conducting.
Addison Priest Rosenkrans [548]
Addison Priest Rosenkrans, son of Martin [254], named for Reverend Dr. 
Priest, then a pastor at Newton, was born in Newton, New Jersey, November 

291

The Seventh Generation



6, 1875. After leaving the public school and reading Greek and Latin under 
the tutorage of Miss Helen A. Pierce, private teacher, he entered Princeton 
University, 1894, from which he graduated in the spring of ‘98. Addison 
P., while in the Junior Class, received first premium and medal in the 
debate of that class participated in by the students of the University. He 
took a regular Classical course in college, making a specialty of English 
literature. He is now studying law with his father in Newton, is a member 
of the Presbyterian church, ex-President of the Young People’s Society of 
Christian Evdeavor of the Presbyterian church of Newton and ex-Secretary 
of the Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor of the county of Sussex, 
having recently resigned.
William Rosenkrans [549]
William Rosenkrans, son of Martin, was born in Newton, March 25, 1878. 
He left the public school and prepared for college under the instructions 
of his sister, Lillian M,, and entered Princeton University 1896. He is now 
in the graduating class and makes a specialty of the sciences and the 
German language. He is a member of the Presbyterian Church, of Newton.

John S. Rosenkrans [257] and Mary Schooley have three children.

Maud Rosenkrans [550]
Maud Rosenkrans, daughter of John S., was born in Walpack, New Jersey, 
July 31, 1875. She has taught school and is now completing her course of 
study at the Trenton Normal.
Cora Rosenkrans [551]
Cora Rosenkrans, daughter of John S., was born July 26, 1877, is a 
graduate of Trenton Normal School and now teaching in her native county.
Everitt Rosenkrans [552]
Everitt Rosenkrans, son of John S. [257], was born in Walpack, New Jersey, 
April 7, 1880.

Seeley Rosenkrans [258] and Emma Lantz have two children.

Edna L. Rosenkrans [553]
Edna L. Rosenkrans, daughter of Seeley [258], was born August 31, 1883, 
and is at Blairstown Academy.
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Carl Rosenkrans [554]
Carl Rosenkrans, his son was born November 1886.

Brittain Rosenkrans [263] and Harriet Richards had eight children.

Amzi Rosenkrans [555]
Amzi Rosenkrans, son of Brittain, was born at Milwaukie, Lackawanna 
County, Pennsylvania, June 10, 1847. He married Mary Vansickle, 
November 24, 1887, is a farmer near Bald Mount, and at last account on 
the homestead of his grandfather Levi.
Amos Rosenkrans [556]
Amos Rosenkrans was born May 28, 1850.
Johnson Rosenkrans [557]
Johnson Rosenkrans, his brother, was born March 3, 1854, and died 
March 16, 1854.
Johnson Rosenkrans [558]
Johnson Rosenkrans, son of Brittain [263], was born October 22, 1855, 
and married November 2, 1887, Emma Taylor.
Hulda C. Rosenkrans [559]
Hulda C. Rosenkrans, was born October 26, 1857, and married November 
24, 1887, Charles E. Lacoe.
Lydia A. Rosenkrans [560]
Lydia A. Rosenkrans, daughter of Brittain, was born May 16, 1861, and 
married September 1, 1891, Dr. Theodore M. Senderling, who lives at 
Scranton, Pennsylvania
Alice R. Rosenkrans [561]
Alice R. Rosenkrans, daughter of Brittain, was born January 28, 1864. 
She furnished most of the information recorded concerning her father’s 
and her grandfather’s family.
Amanda Rosenkrans [562]
Amanda Rosenkrans, the youngest was born February 16, 1886.
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Seeley A. Rosenkrans [266] and Catharine J. Heard had eleven children.

Charles H. Rosenkrans [563]
Charles H. Rosenkrans, son of Seeley A., was born near Bald Mount, 
Pennsylvania, May 5, 1852.
Cynthia R. Rosenkrans [564]
Cynthia R. Rosenkrans was born April 14, 1854; married  
May 18. 1882, John Leyshon, and has two children Gertie R., born March 
21, 1883, and Thomas J., born October 16, 1887.
Laura E. Rosenkrans [565]
Laura E. Rosenkrans was born February 17, 1857; married May 15, 1879. 
Aaron Call, who died February 1, 1894. She has five children: Nellie G. 
Call, born February 10, 1882; Cora married, born February 24, 1884; Rosa 
B., born July 2, 1885; Clara L., born September 10, 1887, now departed, 
and George A., born July 31, 1892.
Floyd E. Rosenkrans [566]
Floyd E. Rosenkrans, son of Seeley A. [266], was born October 5, 1858, 
and married February 12, 1887, Maria Cullom, who died December 27, 
1891. On December 26, 1895, he married Mabel A. Barrett.
Julia A. Rosenkrans [567]
Julia A. Rosenkrans, daughter of Seeley, was born October 15, 1859, and 
married December 23, 1882, Jerome Thompson. No children.
John R. Rosenkrans [568]
John R. Rosenkrans was born August 28, 1861, died August 11, 1871.
Rosanta T. Rosenkrans [569]
Rosanta T. Rosenkrans, was born September 23, 1863, and married June 
16, 1887, Andrew Pulver. She died October 26, 1890. Children: Adam 
Pulver, born September 3, 1888, and Katie, born August 28, 1890, and 
died November the same year.
Ira T. Rosenkrans [570]
Ira T. Rosenkrans, son of Seeley A., was born September 26, 1865, and 
married September 21, 1887, Rubie Lord. Their children are Edwin and 
Gertie E.
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Adam T. Rosenkrans [571]
Adam T. Rosenkrans, son of Seeley A. [266], was born near Bald Mount, 
November 13, 1867, and married September 17, 1890, Rosie E. Brown. He 
has a son Charles Harry, born January 10, 1895.
George H. Rosenkrans [572]
George H. Rosenkrans, born July 11, 1870, married November 18, 1889, 
Florence Starkey, and was killed by a runaway horse. January 8, 1892.
Tressa R. Rosenkrans [573]
Tressa R. Rosenkrans, youngest child of Seeley A,  
was born March 17, 1872. In April 1898, she was unmarried and living in 
Scranton, where she reported these items concerning her father’s family.

J. William Rosenkrans [267] and Jane Smith have three children.

Andrew J. Rosenkrans [574]
Andrew J. Rosenkrans, son of J.W. [267], was born near Edgewood, Iowa, 
October 5, 1858. At the age of twenty-one he accompanied his father to 
Dakota where he located a farm of government land. December 25, 1883, he 
married Ermina Phillips, of Brush Creek, Iowa, and died there September 
20, 1892. The following is his obituary copied from the public press of 
Brush Creek, “Died at his home in this city September 20, 1892, after an 
illness of one week of pneumonia, Andrew J. Rosenkrans, aged 33 years, 
11 months and 15 days. The deceased was a son of J. W, Rosenkrans, of 
this city; was born at Edgewood, Iowa, October 5, 1858, where he lived until 
1879, when he went to Dakota and took up a homestead on government 
lands, which he improved with the intention of making it his future home. 
December 25, 1883, he married Miss Ermina Phillips, of this place, and 
their home was on the Dakota homestead until the fall of 1888, when they 
moved to this place, building for themselves a comfortable home. He was 
an honest, industrious, highly respected citizen and a devoted Christian, 
having been a member of the United Brethren Church for seventeen years. 
From the first hour of his sickness he realized that death was near and 
through the long week of suffering uttered no word of complaint, only 
expressing a desire to depart and be at rest. The funeral took place from 
the United Brethren Church of which he was still a consistent member, 
where a large concourse of friends and relatives were gathered to pay their 
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last respects. The service was conducted by Reverend R.D. McCormick, of 
Fayette, Iowa. Text: Amos, 4:12.
Alvina J Rosenkrans [575]
Alvina J Rosenkrans, daughter of J.W. [267], was born near Edgewood, 
Iowa, June 17, 1860, and married December 25, 1878, William E. Miller; 
a farmer of Edgewood, born May 7, 1856. She is a member of the United 
Brethren Church, and has two children, Jesse S., born December 21, 
1882, and William J. Miller horn December 23, 1886. Her picture appears 
in the family group [267], page 197.
Benjamin Rosenkrans [576]
Benjamin Rosenkrans, son of J. W. [267], was born near Edgewood, Iowa, 
July 16, 1866. The following is his story of his experiences as a cow boy 
herding cattle while living in a sod shanty on the prairie. Re says in letter 
February 1900, “I was born in a small: frame house near Edgewood, Iowa, 
July 16, 1866. In March 1882, at fifteen years of age, I started for South 
Dakota Territory, where my brother Andrew J., lived, thirty-five miles 
northwest of Howard. I reached Howard, the end of the railroad, April 1st, 
stopped there three or four days, and then started out across the wild 
prairie to go to my brother’s, who was holding down one of Uncle Sam’s 

CyClOne On The dakOTa prairie [576a]
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claims, I traveled all day and only accomplished fifteen ‘miles, the longest 
fifteen miles I ever traveled in my life. Did not see a house or shanty nor 
anyone to speak to. There was only one house in the thirty-five miles, a big 
house called Miner Center, where I stopped all night, starting out the next 
morning to finish my journey of twenty miles. There were lots of lakes and 
small streams to go round or across, and I journeyed on and on, till I had 
travelled nearly fifteen miles, when I could see some object away in the 
distance ahead of me, and knew it must be a house, or a shanty, as there 
was no timber in that country, not even a tree to be seen, nothing but the 
wild prairie, and occasionally a covered wagon going in some direction. 
You could see a wagon for miles away, for the land was level.

I traveled on and on till pretty near sundown before I arrived at my brother’s 
shanty. It was laid up of sod, size 14x10 feet, and 12 feet high. There I 
made my home that summer and winter, and we had pretty cold weather, 
and hard work to keep warm, for we had to burn hay. We would go out and 
bring in an armful of hay, and then sit down by the stove and twist it and 
put it in the stove. I called that a pretty tough way to keep from freezing to 
death. That is life in the far west. In the spring of 1883, May 10th, I started 
to herding cattle on the plains, and that proved to be a big task, as I had 
to ride bucken ponies and stand the storms and all kinds of weather. A 

BenJamin rOsenkrans’ sOd shanTy and Ox Team 
[576B]
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cow boy’s life is a rough life, and a hard life to live, but I got along first-
rate till August 22, when about half past two in the afternoon a cyclone 
struck the herd killing 63 cattle and six ponies. It rolled them and tumbled 
them about half a mile, leaving them on the Jim River Valley mangled in 
pieces. Well, there is no use of talking —a cyclone is a hard thing to be in. 
It was one big black cloud in the shape of a funnel, and it reached from the 
Heavens to the earth, and went round and round like an auger boring into 
wood, and taking everything in its channel.
Lived in South Dakota as a Rough Rider and a hunter for eleven years, 
and then returned to my old home in Iowa, where I still remain. But I 
have traveled all over Iowa, or very near it, with a team camping out in a 
tent, fishing and hunting, and enjoying life as best I can. Last December, 
Saturday, 16th, 1899, I was married to Miss Maud Carner, in Edgewood, 
Judge Woodridge tying the knot, and I am now settled down in the double 
harness living four and one half miles north of Edgewood in a small frame 
house on twenty acres of land.”
Benjamin’s picture is in the family group [267], page 197. After further 
inquiry as to where he was daring the cyclone, how he caught and cared 
for his cattle, etc., the following information was received by letter, dated 
March 10, 1900. He says, “I was four and a half miles north of a little 
town called Forestburg, and about one mile west of the Jim River when I 
first saw the cyclone. Seeing I could not control my herd, put spurs to my 
pony and rode to the bluff of the river, where I dismounted from my pony 
and ran down the bluff. About half way down there was a small bunch of 
water willows, two to three feet high, and I hung on to them, being out of 
the main channel a little hanging on with both hands with my feet in the 
air, and I guess they flew around like a wind mill, for it tore my vest off me, 
and some parts of my other clothes. Well I cannot tell you how I felt, and 
hardly how I looked, but I guess I looked and felt neither something like 
picked wild cattle nor milk cows. They were raised and never handled, nor 
caught, nor touched till two or three years old, and sometimes older. Lots 
of the old stock were Texan-bred, their horns being from four to six feet 
across them from tip to tip and lassoing was the only way we could catch 
them. We would tie one end of the rope to the horn of the saddle, and pick 
out the one wanted, separating it from the others, lasso and run it down 
and then hopple so it couldn’t run,”
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He further says March 19, 1900, “The cattle are not caught and hoppled 
except those to be broken, which have the yoke placed upon their necks, 
and by much whipping and slashing, they are broken and learnt to plow, 
and do team work.” He says he would hitch his cattle to a top buggy 
and drive to Howard, thirty-five miles distant, one day and back the next. 
Regarding the care of his herd, he says he would drive them home at night, 
and put them in an enclosure of several acres called a kraal, surrounded 
by a wire fence six feet high, with about ten or twelve strands of wire. This 
he says would hold them except in a stampede when nothing would stop 
them, and they would run over and kill each other, running for miles. The 
cows and heifers he would sell in large quantities, sometimes filling a car 
or two in which case he would drive them into the stock yard at the railroad 
station, and then rush them into the cars. The pony, which he rode to Jim 
River, during the cyclone, he says was killed and “nearly twisted to pieces 
“The one picture here presented, shows his shanty on his claim partly 
sided up with sods, and his beautiful white team of cattle, with which he 
drew the lumber for his shanty from Howard, himself standing with whip 
in hand. The other picture is that of the cyclone described above, taken 
at Howard when it was twenty-two miles distant, and is said to have been 
moving in a south eastern direction remaining in sight two hours killing 
several persons and destroying all property in its course, It is claimed by 
the artist in Howard, who took the picture, that it is the only one ever 
taken of a cyclone. This shanty, Benjamin says, was his home for several 
years, around which he herded cattle. And he often thought of the verses 
on the back of the picture, part of which read as follows:

“THE LITTLE SOD SHANTY ON THE CLAIM”
“I am looking rather seedy now while holding down my claim, 

And my victuals are not always served the best, 
And the mice play slyly round me as I lay me down to sleep 

In my little sod “shanty” on the claim.
Yet I rather like the novelty of living in this way 
Though my bill of fare is always rather tame, 

 But I’m happy as a clam on the land of Uncle Sam, 
In my little old sod “shanty” on the claim.
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The hinges are of leather and the windows have no glass, 
While the roof, it lets the howling blizzard in, 

And I hear the hungry coyote as he sneaks up thro’ the grass, Round my 
little old sod shanty on the claim.

But when I left my eastern home, so happy and so gay,  
To try to win my way to wealth and fame, 

I little thought I’d come down to burning twisted hay, 
In my little old sod “shanty” on the claim.

I wish that some kind hearted Miss would pity on me take, 
And extricate me from the mess I’m in, 

The angel—how I’d bless her if thus her home she’d make, In my little old 
sod “shanty” on the claim.

And when we’d made our fortunes on these prairies of the West,  
Just as happy as two bed bugs we’d remain, 

And we’d forget our trials and our troubles as we rest 
In our little old sod “shanty” on the plain.”

Benjamin Rosenkrans [268] and Harriet Smith had four chi;ldren.1

Hezekiah Rosenkrans [577]
Hezekiah Rosenkrans, son of Benjamin, was born in Lackawanna County, 
Pennsylvania, September 23, 1855, and raised near Edgewood, Iowa. He 
married December 25, 1873, Eliza A. Miller, of Iowa, and in 1893 moved to 
the state of Washington, where his wife’s people then lived. He returned to 
Edgewood, in the fall of 1895 and at the time of receiving a report March 
1898, was keeping a hotel at Edgewood. He has had five children, two boys 
and two girls who died in infancy, and a son Benjamin Duane born March 
21, 1889, still living.
Philena Rebecca Rosenkrans [578]
Philena Rebecca Rosenkrans, daughter of Benjamin [268], was born near 
Edgewood, Iowa, September 5, 1857. She was named for Philena Bevans 
[105] and her grandmother, Rebecca Rosenkrans [104]. She was married 
December 19, 1878, to Hartley M. Elliot, a farmer, and in May, 1881, 
moved with her husband westward in Iowa’, to Wright County, settling on 

1 Allen left out this reference to the abtecedent of the next four entries.
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the prairie, where they lived awhile in a tent, which blew over in a night 
storm, and subsequently in a shanty, where two of her children were born, 
where her husband died, and she like Naoma was left a widow with two 
children in a strange land.

Author’s Address to The Reader.
Before proceeding further in life’s journey, or reading the story of Philena 
Rebecca’s tent life on the prairie, once inhabited by buffaloes and wild 

Indians, let us pause beside the tent 
and in the light of Revelation take a 
glance at “the Heaven and the earth 
created in the beginning,” and at 
mankind upon the earth. Let us consider 
human life, the conditions that govern 
us, the object of our coming here, our 
duties and responsibilities and 
privileges; whence we came and whither 
our footsteps are tending.
This planet called earth, though great to 
us and conscious, is but a mere speck 
in creation, smaller than the twinkling 
star in the milky way, less in comparison 
with “the whole creation” than a grain of 
sand upon the sea shore compared with 
the earth. The earth with her circling 
satellite revolves around the Sun, whose 
central sun is Alcyon of the Plaides, and 
whose infinite central Sun of “Light” 
and “Fire” and “Love” and Wisdom and 
Power, “upholding all things,” “in whom 
we live and move and have our being,” 

is God.
The discovery of the earth’s revolution was a great surprise to the world, 
and another surprise awaits the discovery of its opening at the north, 
called “the empty place,” the birthplace of the Aurora Borealis, around 

mrs. philena (rOsenkrans) 
wOOdridge[578a]
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which revolves the Magnetic Pole, and to which leads the “Path which no 
fowl knoweth, and which the vulture’s eye hath not seen.”
But ‘ cold cometh out of the north” and “who can stand -before His cold?” 
Who will be able to reach the North Pole and make this discovery? God “set 
His compass on the face of the depth” but, revolving around the Pole, this 
compass, or Magnetic Pole, once believed to be at the North Pole, has now 
reached one of the Arctic Islands.
The opening near the Pole or “narrow way” to the earth’s center is not a 
volcano or a passage way to a place of liquid fire, but of atmosphere and 
life and motion.
The “everlasting fire” is in the earth, but 
not at its center. These facts regarding 
the earth’s revolution and its opening 
at the north, are both referred to in 
one single passage of Scripture and 
elsewhere in the Bible.
The earth being the oldest planet 
“created in the beginning,” before the 
“two great lights” and “the stars,” before 
“the morning stars sang together,” was 
first inhabited, but has been frequently 
submerged and re-inhabited, the land 
covered with water “and darkness upon 
the face of the deep” causing death and 
desolation and decay, forming earth’s 
ancient deep deposits, and the several 
strata’s above, burying the mysterious 
ruins in Central America, and elsewhere, 
and covering the homes of the Mound 
Builders.
The earth’s surface is a great revolving 
stage, presenting many and varied 
acts and scenes, with a long drop of 
the curtain or intervals between. Here 
have been presented during the remote 

“On This rOCk i will Build 
my ChurCh” [578x]

“The lOrd is in his hOly 
Temple”

“i was glad when They said 
unTO me leT us gO inTO The 

hOuse Of The lOrd”
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primeval periods of the past, the rise and fall of former human races, the 
dawning of new creations, their noon times and their nights of darkness 
and chaos and decay, and finally the dawning of the present dispensation, 
when “God said let there be light, and there was light,”- when he “divided 
the waters, which were under the firmament from the waters which were 
above the firmament” and “divided a water course for the overflowing of 
waters,” which Occasionally overflow in great torrents, and are here called 
cloud bursts.”
On this stage of human life are seen coming and going the myriad 
members of the human race, coming up from a lower condition of life—
”from beneath”—stopping here for a season to gain individuality, spiritual 
development and redemption from the fall, and then through the death of 
the body passing onward and upward to higher and happier conditions 
of spirit life in the “Father’s house of many mansions,” prepared for the 
redeemed of the Lord, the Divine Savior of the world.
But how numerous and how sad are the failures here, of those who refuse 
to heed the Savior’s call to come unto Him for redemption and “eternal 
life,” who, lured by the temptations and business and pleasures of the 
world continue in the broad road which leads to “everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his power,” “because 
straight is the gate and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be who find it, while wide is the gate and broad is the way that 
leadeth to destruction and many go in there at.” It is written, “Many are 
called but few are chosen.” Only the redeemed of the Lord are chosen at 
the judgment seat of Christ.”
On this stage of human existence have been enacted great and startling events, 
individual and National—the fall in Eden, the murder of Abel, the coming 
of the flood, the assassination of Caesar, of William the Silent, of Lincoln 
and of Garfield, the beheading of John the Baptist, of John of Barneveldt 

, of Mary Queen of Scots, and of Lady Jane Gray. On this 
stage took place the translation of Enoch, of Melchisedek 

, and of Elijah, the birth and baptism of Jesus, his transfiguration and 
crucifixion, his resurrection and ascension.
Here sailed the war ships of the early Carthagenians and Romans, the 
Spanish Armada and the British fleets, the providentially protected 
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squadron of Dewey at Manila, and the equally favored Flying Squadron of 
Sampson at Santiago.
Here marched the armies of Xerxes, and Alexandria and Julius Caesar, of 
Hannibal and Genghis Kahn, of Bajazet and Tamerlane, of the Saracens 
and Crusaders, of Napoleon and Wellington, and Washington and Grant. 
On this stage have been fought many important battles among which have 
been the battles of Jericho, of the Mulberry Trees and of the Broken Pitchers, 
of Marathon and Syracuse and Hastings, of Waterloo and Saratoga and 
Santiago, and here have been presented also the peaceful social scenes 
of the Queen of Sheba on her way to visit King Solomon, Cleopatra in her 
barge going to meet Mark Antony, Rebecca on camel’s back journeying to 
meet her God-given but unseen bridegroom and. Philena Rebecca with her 
husband sitting in her tent. 
Of the seventeen hundred million human beings on the earth, all come 
under three classes or conditions, temporarily, which, to a great extent 
govern their’ social standing here, and to some extent their spiritual 
condition hereafter. These are the rich, the poor and the middle class or 
condition, the latter in the light of Scripture being the best, while that 
of the wealthy the one most coveted is the most dangerous to the soul. 
Riches bring additional cares and vexations and troubles, and also greater 
responsibilities. “To whom much is given of him shall much be required,” 
Riches also tend to a Pharisaical spirit of selfishness and self-conceit and 
satisfaction, rendering it “hard for the rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of Heaven.” Poverty is an impediment to the exercise of benevolence, to 
self-culture and to spiritual progress. The Wise man well said “Give me 
neither poverty nor riches.” But poverty, unlike riches tends to meekness 
and humility and Heavenly trust, which are good for the soul. These and 
the hardships which the poor suffer render their condition as a class, 
better spiritually than that of the rich.
The common effects of wealth and poverty on the future condition of men 
are represented in the parable of Dives and Lazarus, the Rich man and 
the Beggar, as given by the Savior. The Rich man who `dressed in purple 
and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day,” having been selfish and 
sinful, leaving the helpless and afflicted to lie uncared for at his gate, 
was “tormented” in the other world, while Lazarus, who suffered afflictions 
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here and evidently trusted in the Lord, was cared for by the Angels, and 
“comforted” in spirit life, Another case presented of selfishness and sin 
and accountability as an unfaithful steward in the use of the riches which 
God had entrusted to his care, was that of the rich man whose barns were 
filled, and who was about to pull them down and build greater in order 
that he might “there bestow all his fruits and his goods,” and say to his 
soul “thou hast much goods laid up for many years, take thine ease, eat, 
drink and be merry.” “But God said unto him thou fool, this night thy soul 
shall be required of thee then whose shall those things be which thou has 
provided ?” And it is added “so is he that layeth up treasure for himself and 
is not rich toward God.”
Well might the Savior say, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth” 
but “in Heaven.” To become rich toward God and to lay up treasures in 
Heaven is to love and serve the Lord, to be a co-laborer with Christ in doing 
well and in extending His kingdom among men. 
The journey of the Israelites in the Wilderness is a true representation 
of human life in general, as to Providential leadings and troubles and 
afflictions. While prosperous and happy most of the time, they encountered 
dangers and difficulties and hardships on their way, suffering from hunger 
and thirst, opposed by enemies, and afflicted by fiery serpents in their path, 
with plagues and bitter waters, yet God was leading them all the while 
and was ever ready to aid them when they called upon His name. He gave 
them quail and manna from Heaven to relieve their hunger, water from the 
rock to quench their thirst, victory over their enemies, and relief from the 
serpent’s sting by a mere look at the cross, raised up for their benefit and 
for ours. All their weary wanderings and hardships and afflictions were 
brought upon them for their future good as Moses informed them before 
his death. He said unto them, •`The Lord thy God led thee forty years in 
the wilderness that he might humble and prove thee to do thee good at the 
latter end.” And so our hardships and pains and sufferings of whatever 
kind are brought upon us for our future good. “Our light afflictions which 
are but for a moment work out for us a far exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory:” Those “arrayed in white robes” about the Throne “are they which 
came out of great tribulation and have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.” The poor are more benefitted than the rich 
are, because they suffer more. Let the poor then be comforted in the hopes 
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of the hereafter, and be thankful that the salvation of Christ is offered 
“without money and without price.” Let the, rich and the prosperous 
business man learn wisdom from the lessons of Scripture and be “rich 
toward God” using a portion of the wealth and the means which God giveth 
them, for the benefit of others as well as themselves, that they may prove’ 
to them a blessing and not a curse. Let us all love and serve the Lord 
for what He has ‘suffered and sacrificed for our salvation, bearing our 
afflictions with patience and Heavenly trust, seeking first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness,” realizing that according to promise all things 
needful will be added unto us.
As the tent was the primitive abode of man for the beginning of life here, 
so Christ’s “church” the House of the Lord, is the final home on earth of 
the redeemed of the Lord, into which the “Good Shepherd” gathers His 
flock preparatory to their departure from earth to Heaven. It is His “Holy 
Temple” where He meets His people to own and to bless them, giving 
unto them “Eternal life” and “The inheritance of the saints in light.” The 
Christian Church or kingdom on earth is the beginning of the “Kingdom of 
Heaven” above, into which Christ’s followers are translated at death, Like 
the devoted Psalmist we should be “glad” for an invitation to “go into the 
house of the Lord” and should thankfully accept it, for it is the “House of 
God and the gate of Heaven.”
A serious error exists in the minds of many nominal Christians in these 
later times, of “departing from the faith.” who believe that the conditions 
offered do not require them to become members of the Christian fold 
and to acknowledge Christ before the world. The Savior’s teachings are 
explicit on this point, plainly showing the necessity of coming unto Him 
in order to be saved and confessing Him before men. He says, “If any 
man will come unto Me let him take up his cross and follow Me.” “He that 
taketh not up his cross and followeth Me is not worthy of Me.” Whoever 
refuses therefore to confess Christ and to come into the Church fold, on 
account of pride or shame, has not taken up the cross required of him, 
however good or believing or prayerful in secret he may be. Christ says, 
“Whosoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of Him shall the Son of Man 
be ashamed when He shall come in His own glory and of the Father’s and 
of the Holy Angel’s.” It is truly written, “With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”
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Repentance, Faith and Confession are all essentials to salvation. It is said, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” but faith or 
belief, to be effectual must be a living faith, which leads to repentance and 
baptism. “Faith without works is dead.” When it was said to the Philippian 
jailer, “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” 
it implied baptism and confession, and he showed his faith and made 
confession by being” baptized he and all his, straightway.” When on the 
day of Pentecost the people asked what they should do to be saved, Peter 
said unto them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the Holy Ghost,” 
and three thousand were baptized. Becoming an open follower of Christ 
by repentance and baptism was the only condition of salvation offered in 
the beginning of the Christian church, and it is the same to-day. “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall 
be condemned.” Christ humbled himself to be baptized as an example to 
others, and requires that his followers shall be baptized in order to become 
members of the Christian fold. Jesus says, “Whosoever shall confess Me 
before men, him will I confess also before My Father, which is in Heaven, 
but whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny before My 
Father which is in Heaven.”
Before His crucifixion the Savior instituted the Lord’s Supper, and 
commanded his followers to take of His broken body and shed blood in 
remembrance of Him till He should come. Do you, Dear Reader, do this as 
a follower of Christ as a member of the Christian church? If so, it is well, 
but if you do not thus show your love and loyalty to Christ and confess 
Him before men, can you expect Him to confess you before His Father in 
the Day of Judgment ? Be wise in time, for “What shall it profit a man if he 
shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” Let us seek the Savior 
while he may be found, repent of our sins, and become members of the 
Christian church—sheep of the “Good Shepherd” who leadeth his flock 
“beside the still waters, who restoreth the soul,” then “Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow us all the days of our life, and we will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever.”

*     *     *
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But let us return to the story of Philena Rebecca’s tent life on the prairie, 
as given by her mother and by herself, showing what the pioneers of our 
country in the early days and on the prairie have been willing to sacrifice 
and endure for the sake of securing homes for themselves and their 
families. Her mother in a letter of March, 1898, says, “Philena Rebecca 
Rosenkrans, daughter of Benjamin, lived with her parents until she was 
twenty-one. December 19, 1878, she married Hartley married Elliot. May 
17, 1881, they moved to Wright Co,, Iowa, They landed on the prairie and 
pitched a little tent, having a wagon cover for their bed. They had some 
very hard times, but were only driven in a neighbor’s house one night by a 
storm, which blew the tent over, but no damage was done. That summer 
they built a shanty and about the 4th of July moved in it. Then it was more 
like home.
They had two children born to them in Wright County. Teresa Rebecca 
Elliot was born April 20, 1882; Clarence Hartley Elliot was born February 
22, 1884. Hartley married Elliot, the father, died April 3, 1884, and Philena 
had a sale and she and her children went back to her father’s in Clayton 
County.” After making further inquiries regarding her life on the prairie, 
Mrs. Elliot, now Mrs. Woodridge, wrote as ‘follows from Edge-wood, Iowa., 

mr. and mrs. h.m. elliOT’s TenT On The prairie 
[578B]
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October 30, 1899, “Dear Relative: I will now try and answer your welcome 
letter and give you some history of myself. I have gone through so much 
hardship in my life it is hard to tell it.  Elliot and I started for Wright 
County, 17th of May, 1881. We went with horse teams, and covered wagons 
and slept in our wagon, and drove on straight through. Took two pigs in a 
box, tied on the back of our wagon, and a box of chickens, and when night 
came we camped out, turned our pigs and chickens loose and let them 
have a run, and when dark came, caught them, milked our cows, fed the 
calves, then strained the rest of the milk in a big dish pan and in the 
morning we had all the cream we wanted. If we were near a house we gave 
it to the people, if not, threw what we could not use away. One night we 
camped where you could look as far as your eyes would let you and all we 
could see was one little house, and two little straight maple trees, they had 
set for shade in time. In the morning we saw, as we supposed, a big cloud 
rising, and to our surprise it was a herd of cattle, We had an oil stove to 
cook on, on the road, and also used the oil stove all summer, We landed 
the last of May near Wall Lake, Wright County, at John McKinnis’ where 
we pitched our tent and with our wagon cover for our bed, we had our 

Theresa r. elliOT, BOrn On 
The parairie, iOwa [578C]

ClarenCe h. elliOT, BOrn On 
The prairie, iOwa [578d]
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home. It looked like a lonesome home to me, and so it was. I would have 
died with loneliness had it not been for the kindness of Mrs. McKinnis.
About the 4th of July we got a little shanty built 14x16 feet then it was 
better. It was ship lapped inside and out. It was quite cozy. We could shut 
the snakes and frogs out then. The grass there was so full of garter snakes 
and frogs; you could not go a rod from the house without running on them. 
Now I will tell you how I made butter: I had a tub by the well and tall cans, 
strained the milk in the cans, pumped water in the tub, covered the tub, 
and put blankets over the cans for shades, raised the cream and churned 
it out doors, then put it in a dugout to keep it cool. I got the highest price 
for my butter. I must tell you the expression my father made when he 
heard of it, “She can make butter on a log.” The wind always blew there, 
and we had some very hard storms. We never got injured ourselves, but 
had a horse killed by lightning. My husband did breaking for a living the 
first summer, but we never went hungry. We took about one hundred 
quarts of canned fruit with us. There wasn’t any fruit to speak of in Wright 
County, at that time.”
Two years after Mrs. Elliot’s return to Edgewood she was married April 7, 
1886, to Francis Irvin Woodridge, a farmer. Their children are: Benjamin 
Irvin, born January 24, 1888; Louie Arthur, born June 29, 1889, and 
Pearl Edna Woodridge, born February 20, 1892. Mr. Woodridge is a mason 
and carpenter as well as a farmer, and as reported by Mrs. Woodridge 
in the fall of 1898, was engaged in building themselves a new house on 
a small farm, which they own near Edgewood, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Elliot were 
both members of the “United Brethren Community,” or church, and were 
immersed at the same time. Mr. Woodridge, her present husband, is also a 
member of that church, though the church services of that denomination, 
it is said, have been discontinued in Edgewood since the establishment of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church there. The likenesses of the two children 
of Philena Rebecca, born on the prairie are herewith presented in a sketch 
drawing from very small pictures.
Irving Rosenkrans [579]
Irving Rosenkrans, son of Benjamin [268], was born near Edgewood, Iowa, 
July 29, 1860, and died in infancy.
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Harriet Livera Rosenkrans [580]
Harriet Livera Rosenkrans, daughter of Benjamin, [268] was born November, 
27, 1862 married November 30, 1880 Michael H. Bower, a laborer, living at 
Arlington, Fayette County, Iowa Their children are Philena Luella Bower, 
born May 27, 1882, Elleanor Bower born March 4, 1887, and Harvey L. 
Bower, born February 4, 1890.

Layton Rosenkrans, [273] and Ruth Ann Garrison had five children.

Rebecca Rosenkrans [581]
Rebecca Rosenkrans, daughter of Layton, was born January 25, 1868, 
and died March 24, 1872.
Gustin Rosenkrans [582]
Gustin Rosenkrans, son of Layton, was born October 12, 1869 and married 
December 24, 1893 Ida Smith. No children.
Eva Rosenkrans [583]
Eva Rosenkrans, was born April 13, 1871, and married January 27, 1892, 
Harlon Jacoby, They have three children: George, born November 14, 1892, 
Ruth born April 29, 1894, and Gertrude, born June 17, 1896.
Emerson Rosenkrans [584]
Emerson Rosenkrans, eon of Layton was born March 9, 1876, and married, 
November 7, 1894 Dora Boesler, They have children: Maggie and Teresa. 
Elmer Rosenkrans [585]
Elmer Rosenkrans, son of Layton, was born December 17, 1881.

Levi Rosenkrans, [274] and Mary Meyers had two children.

Gerty Rosenkrans [586]
Gerty Rosenkrans was born 1870, now departed.
Otto Rosenkrans [587]
Otto Rosenkrans, son of Levi, [274] was born in Lackawanna County, 1877, 
and married Elizabeth Parker. He has two children: Clarence and Georgie.
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Gideon Judson Rosenkrans, [275] and Emma F. Casterlin had seven 
children.

Minnie V. Rosenkrans [588]
Minnie V. Rosenkrans, daughter of G. Judson, was born at Brinktown, 
Pennsylvania, December 25, 1867, and married June 5, 1892, Paul 
Keeler, of Falls, Wyoming County, Pennsylvania, born 1857. They have 
three children: Sturney C., born May 6, 1893, departed; LaFayette S., born 
August 2, 1895, also departed, and Panley I., born August 16, 1887.
Levi T. Rosenkrans [589]
Levi T. Rosenkrans Was Born June 9, 1868, departed.
Hattie I. Rosenkrans [590]
Hattie I. Rosenkrans, born March 5, 1870, is also dead.
Carrie B. Rosenkrans [591]
Carrie B. Rosenkrans was born August 23, 1874, married  
November 6, 1890, Charles Holeschuk, of Falls, Wyoming County, 
Pennsylvania, and was born February 20, 1869. She died at Squaretop 
June 27, 1896. Her children are: Lena May, born October 16, 1891, and 
died March, 1893; Kenneth, born August 2, 1893, and Wilda Jane, born 
February 14, 1895.
Jesse H. Rosenkrans [592]
Jesse H. Rosenkrans, son of Judson [275], was born  
June 18, 1876, and married April 1, 1896, Ella I. Chinnie, of Mill City, 
born February 6, 1870. He has two children, a son and a daughter, Lena 
May.
Harvey S. Rosenkrans [593]
Harvey S. Rosenkrans, son of Judson, was born January 9, 1882.
Kate N. Rosenkrans [594]
Kate N. Rosenkrans was born April 27, 1884.

Henry Rosenkrans [277] and Mary Hart had three children.

Oscar P. Rosenkrans [595]
Oscar P. Rosenkrans, son of Henry [277], was born near Pawpaw, Illinois, 
May 2, 1854, one year after his father’s arrival there. He married March 
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27, 1888, Agnes Mosebigle, of Hazelton, Pennsylvania He lost his wife and 
went to Frankford, Kansas, where he engaged in the meat business. He 
there married Jennie R. Maddington, born November 30, 1860.
Frances Lydia Rosenkrans [596]
Frances Lydia Rosenkrans, daughter of Henry, was born at Pawpaw, Illinois 
October 13, 1856. She married a Mr. Jones, carpenter, and went to the 
State of Washington.
Priscilla Maria Rosenkrans [597]
Priscilla Maria Rosenkrans, Lee daughter of Henry [277] was born in Lee 
County, Illinois, November 14, 1858, and married at Burwick, Pennsylvania, 
June 2, 1892, A.C. Ross, a miller of Burwick. She had a son Clark Ross 
born November 1, 1893 and a daughter now departed.

Hiram Rosenkrans, [278] and Karp Jane Town had three children.

Marietta Rosenkrans [598]
Marietta Rosenkrans, daughter of Hiram, in 1893 was living at Marble 
Rock, Iowa.
Alvin Rosenkrans [599]
Alvin Rosenkrans, son of Hiram, [277] is said to be a mechanic at Marble. 
Rock, married, and having three children.
Martha Rosenkrans [600]
Martha Rosenkrans, daughter of Hiram, [277] was reported also as living 
at Marble Rock, Iowa.

Andrew H, Rosenkrans, [280] and Lydia Miitten have two children.

Anson Rosenkrans [601]
Anson Rosenkrans, son of Andrew H, [280] was born at Pawpaw, Illinois 
July 31, 1869. He married March 9, 1892, Emily G. Smith, is a farmer 
living on one of his father’s farms near Pawpaw. His children are Mabel, 
Carl and Amy. His picture may be seen in the family group [280] page 202.
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Byron M. Rosenkrans [602]
Byron M. Rosenkrans, son of Andrew H., [280] was born November 22, 
1871, is yet unmarried and living with his father on the farm. His picture 
also appears on page 202.

Alvin Rosenkrans [281] and Cynthia Town had two children.

Forest Rosenkrans [603]
Forest Rosenkrans, son of Alvin C., married Lou Smith, and had one child, 
Guy, now departed.
Guy Rosenkrans [604]
Guy Rosenkrans, son of Alvin C., is also dead,

Elijah A. Rosenkrans [285] and Franc Bissell had two children.

Bertha Grace Rosenkrans [605]
Bertha Grace Rosenkrans, daughter of Elijah A., was born at Marble 
Rock,1893, December 5, 1875 and married June 14, 1893, Frank D. 
Rogers, a farmer now living: at Pawpaw, Illinois She has two children: 
Lewis F. Rogers, born April 25, 1894, and Bertha B. born March 6, 1896.
Harry B. Rosenkrans [606]
Harry B. Rosenkrans, son of Elijah A. [285], of Marble Rock, married Susie 
E. Davis, born April 14, 1864. He was a merchant at Marble Rock, having 
succeeded his father in the business after his death, 1892, and sold out 
in 1894. No children-

Lester W. Rosenkrans [286] and Sarah Z. Black had two children.

Archie B. Rosenkrans [607]
Archie B. Rosenkrans, son of Lester W., was born August 4, 1879, and 
died March 27, 1883.
Floyd A. Rosenkrans [608]
Floyd A. Rosenkrans was born September 2, 1880.
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Simeon D. Rosenkrans [293] and Nancy Welch had six children-

Frank Rosenkrans [609]
Frank Rosenkrans, son of Simeon D. [293] is married and lives at 
Whitewater, Wisconsin.
Walter Rosenkrans [610]
Walter Rosenkrans is also married and living at Helena, Montana, where, 
when last heard from, his father was living with him.
Carrie Rosenkrans [611]
Carrie Rosenkrans, daughter of Simeon D., married Edward Sewell, and 
lives at Santa Paula, California.
Hattie Rosenkrans [612]
Hattie Rosenkrans, married L. Harvey, and lives there also.
Laura Rosenkrans [613]
Laura Rosenkrans, daughter of Simeon D., lives at Delivan, and is married.
Harvey Rosenkrans [614]
Harvey Rosenkrans remains unmarried.

Anson C. Rosenkrans [294] and Ella Smith had three children.

E. Jay Rosenkrans [615]
E. Jay Rosenkrans, born 1870, is with his father at Berry Essa, near San 
Jose, Cal.
Blanche Marie Rosenkrans [616]
Blanche Marie Rosenkrans, daughter of Anson C., was born in 1873, and 
married April 13, 1897, Nathaniel McCrosley. They live seventy-five miles 
from San Jose, Cal., and are engaged in the wine industry.
Henrietta Smith Rosenkrans [617]
Henrietta Smith Rosenkrans, daughter of Anson C., was born 1877, and 
died June 18, 1895.
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Samuel Rosenkrans [301] and Harriet A. Armstrong had four children.

Mary Permilla Rosenkrans [618]
Mary Permilla Rosenkrans, daughter of Samuel [301], was born at Cohocton, 
New York, February 9, 1866 accompanied her parents to Albany, Illinois, at 
four years of age, where she married December 9, 1885, Franklin Phillips, 
a farmer, born July 11, 1862. Like Jacob of old, he labored for his father-
in-law seven years, and then married one of his daughters. Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillips occupy one of the four farms at Albany, into which the tract of 
land purchased by Samuel Rosenkrans was divided. Their children are: 
Blair Allen, born May 22, 1888, and Etta Marquetta Phillips, born April 20, 
1892. Her picture may be seen in the family group [301], page 208.
James Henry Rosenkrans [619]
James Henry Rosenkrans, son of Samuel [301], was born at Cohocton, 
New York, November 30, 1869. He lives at Albany, Illinois, unmarried with 
his mother, assisting in the farming and Management of the farm and 
other business affairs of the family, His picture is in the family group, page 
208.

franklin phillips and family [618]
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Harriet Louisa Rosenkrans [620]
Harriet Louisa Rosenkrans was born at Albany, Illinois, July 27, 1871, the 
next year after her father’s arrival there. She married Alfred P. Smith, born 
May 13, 1860. He is a farmer occupying one of the farms belonging to the 
family at Albany, Illinois. Their children are: Lola Smith, born February 14, 
1891, and Howard, born December 19, 1893, and Everett, born December 
17, 1895. Her picture is in the family group, page 208.
Myron S. Rosenkrans [621]
Myron S. Rosenkrans, youngest child of Samuel [301], was born at Albany, 
January 4, 1881. As we learn from a commencement announcement from 
the Albany High School sent to us, Myron S. was one of the graduates of 
that school May 23, 1899. He is now clerking, his mother informs me, in 
a store about thirty miles distant from Albany. His picture is in the family 
group, page 208.

Henry J. Rosencrans [306] and H. Louisa Warner have one child.

Blanche L. Rosencrans [622]
Blanche L. Rosencrans, daughter of Henry J. and H. Louisa, was born in 
Kansas City, Missouri, July 15, 1887. She is therefore twelve years of age 
and appears in the picture with her mother page 212.

Lucien I. Rosencrans [307] and Ida B. Wilson had four daughters.

Daughter of Lucien [623]
Daughter of Lucien, name unknown,
Daughter of Lucien [624]
Daughter of Lucien, name unknown,
Daughter of Lucien [625]
Daughter of Lucien, name unknown, and,
Daughter of Lucien [626]
Daughter of Lucien, name unknown, supposed to be living with their father 
in Idaho.
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Lucius H. Rosencrans [308] and Marcella Jenkins had three children, 
as follows:

Elvira Pearl Rosencrans [627]
Elvira Pearl Rosencrans, born at Benton, Montana Territory May 22, 1887
Erma Delan Rosencrans [628]
Erma Delan Rosencrans, born June 27, 1889, and died in infancy.
Harold Ingersoll Rosencrans [629]
Harold Ingersoll Rosencrans, born at Waverly, Iowa, April 20, 1891.

Milo M. Rosencrans [310] and Effie Scott had two children.

Name Unknown Rosencrans [630]
Name and gender unknown.
Name Unknown Rosencrans [631]
Name and gender unknown.

John Jacob Rosencrantz [313] and wife have three children as follows: 

Willard Crosby Rosencrantz [632]
Willard Crosby Rosencrantz, born at Cranford, New Jersey, 1876, is 
clerking in a drug store in New York City.
Waldo B. Rosencrantz [633]
Waldo B. Rosencrantz, born 1879, graduated at Rutger’s College, New 
Jersey, and is now in the insurance business in Cleveland, Ohio.
John Sabin Rosencrantz [634]
John Sabin Rosencrantz, born 1882, is in the employ of the Continental 
Tobacco Company, of New York.

Benjamin Rosenkrans [326] and Susan M. Havens had six children.

Louis H. Rosenkrans [635]
Louis H. Rosenkrans, son of Benjamin [326], was born in Wantage, Sussex 
County. New Jersey, near the New York State line, January 22, 1828. Living 
with his parents in Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, he married March 
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18, 1852, Arrilla Williams. He was a school teacher about Newton Center, 
Bald Mount post office for a number of years, and a zealous member of 
the Newton Baptist Church in which his father was a deacon, and his 
grandfather before him. In the origin and history of that church, in which 
his father and grandfather and great grandfather are mentioned, as noticed 
in their biographies, his own history is written by himself, and his obituary 
by his brother, Ira D. The latter is as follows, “Died—Rosenkrans. In Newton 
township, Luzerne (now Lackawanna) County, Pennsylvania, March 10, 
1873, Louis H. Rosenkrans, in the 46th year of his age. A loving husband 
and kind father; an exemplar in all that is good and true and beautiful in 
mind and heart and life, have fallen asleep in Jesus. Mr. Rosenkrans was a 
man of rare natural gifts, force of character and firmness in the right, and 
yet so affable, unselfish and loving in disposition, and so discreet in word 
and deed as to be universally esteemed by all who knew him. In his early 
years he gave his heart to the Savior and united with the Newton Baptist 
Church, Through all the years of his subsequent life he was a most faithful 
and intelligent Christian. Religion was to him a perfect well spring of joy, 
drowning all trouble and discontent and rendering pure and bright and 
fragrant the influence of his daily walk and conversation. Four children 
are left to the bereaved widow. May God who alone is able, comfort and 
sustain them in this severe and irreparable loss.” His children are: James 
Morris, Georgianna, May, J. Tice and Even Benjamin.

“Brother rest from sin and sorrow, 
Death is o’er and life is won; 

On thy slumber dawns no morrow, 
Rest, thine earthly race is won. 

Brother, wake the night is waning,  
Endless day is round thee poured!  

Enter thou the rest remaining 
For the people of the Lord.

Brother, wake for he who loved thee, 
He who died that thou might’st live 

He who through grace, approved thee, 
Waits thy crown of joy to give.
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Fare the well, though woe is blending, 
With the tones of earthly love, 

Triumph high and joy unending, 
Wait thee in the realms above.”

Julia A. Rosenkrans [636]
Julia A. Rosenkrans, daughter of Benjamin [326] and Susan M., was born 
in Wantage, New Jersey, February 2, 1830,, and while living with her 
parents in Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, married October 31, 1855, 
John M. Casterlin, born October 12, 1829, a carpenter from Wantage, New 
Jersey, son of James Casterlin. They reside at 108 Green Ridge Avenue, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, where the writer first called on them 1893, and 
met Mrs. Casterlin’s mother, then a woman eighty-four years of age. Julia 
A. and husband after marriage, 1855, lived at Orange, Luzerne County, 
till ‘58, when they moved to Scranton, Mrs. Casterlin has kindly furnished 
information concerning her own family, and also of the members of 
her father’s family, Her children are: James B. and Jennie J. James B. 
Casterlin was born August 17, 1856, married June 26, 1890, Sadie White, 
is a carpenter living near her father’s residence in Scranton, and has two 
children: Hazel H., born October 7, 1891, and died June 18, 1897, and 
Earl W,, born May 5, 1896. Jennie R. Casterlin, daughter of Julia A., was 
born July 17, 1858, at Orange, Pennsylvania, and married Carl S, Jacobs, 
of Athens, New York, born June 12, 1858. They live in Scranton, and 
have two children: Stanley Roy Jacobs, born February 28, 1887, died July 
following, and Everett, born March 10, 1893
Mary E Rosenkrans [637]
Mary E, Rosenkrans, daughter of Benjamin [326],was born in Wantage, 
New Jersey, near’ Unionville, N. Y„ March 13, 1837, and married in Luzerne 
County, Pennsylvania, February 21, 1861, Joseph Casterlin, born June 
23, 1836, son of James, of Wantage, New Jersey Joseph Casterlin, like his 
brother, John N., of Scranton, is a carpenter, and since marriage has lived, 
as appears by the records, at Dallis and Pittston and Orange, where he now 
resides. Mrs. Casterlin’s mother, Mrs., Susan X, died at her house 1898. 
Her children are Susie, born at Dallas, March 16, 1862, Minnie married, 
born at Orange, June 17, 1866, and died Aug, 11, 1889, Harry, born at 
Pittston, November 30, 1873, and Lizzie, born April 9, 1876. Susie Casterlin, 
eldest child of Mary B. married October 26, 1887, Irving O. Drake, born 
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February 4, 1857. Mr. and Mrs. Drake are living at Doranceton, Luzerne 
Co,. Pennsylvania, where be is manager of one of the many Tea Stores of 
Jones Brothers, of Scranton, under the supervision of his uncle, Ira D. 
Rosenkrans, of Wilkes-Barre. Mr., and Mrs. Drake have one child: Lizzie 
Ethel, born at Doranceton, Oct 22, 1880. Mrs. Susie Drake has kindly 
furnished information concerning her own family and sent the picture of 
her grandmother, Mrs. Susan M. Rosenkrans, which appears on page 217.
Phebe J. Rosenkrans [638]
Phebe J. Rosenkrans, daughter of Benjamin [326], was born in Sussex 
County, New Jersey, October 10, 1839, and married in Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, Loren D, Rossell, who went to Burlington, Osage County, 
Kansas, and is reported to have two children, Benjamin and Eva,
Linn D. Rosenkrans [639]
Linn D. Rosenkrans, son of Benjamin [326], was born April 14, 1845, and 
probably died young,
Ira. D. Rosenkrans [640]
Ira. D. Rosenkrans, son of Benjamin [326], was born in Wantage, New 
Jersey, near Unionville, March 18, 1847, the year before his parents moved 
to Pennsylvania. At Meshoppen, Pennsylvania, he married April 23, 1879, 
Sadie D. Griffin. He is a merchant at Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, manager 
of a tea store for Jones Brothers. He published the “Origin and History 
of the Newton Baptist Church,” of Luzerne County, now Lackawanna 
Pennsylvania, referred to in the biography of his brother Louis H. [630], a 
copy of which he kindly presented to the writer in 1893. Ira D’s children 
are Raymond A, Arthur B. and Nellie F.

Daniel Rosenkrance [327] and Jane Post had nine children.

John M. Rosencrance [641]
John M. Rosencrance, son of Daniel [327], was born in Wantage Twp., 
Sussex County, New Jersey September 17, 1828, where his father lived all 
his lifetime, and was brought up a farmer. He married January 1, 1852, 
Sophronia Maria Meeker, of Wantage, born September 27, 1829, daughter of 
James Meeker and Arminda Rogers, his wife, As Captain at the beginning of 
the Civil War he raised Company F, 14th New Jersey Regiment, September, 
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1862, but being undisciplined in the tactics of war, as he informs me, he 
resigned the Captaincy in favor of another, and became Lieutenant of the 
Company. He was in the 9th Corps under Burnside, in Virginia, was in the 
battle of Fredericksburg, Va., and others in Kentucky, He was mustered 
out of service at Newark, July 3, 1863, and lived in Wantage as a farmer 
till 1868. Having contracted a serious cough, he went south, as directed 
by his physician, and settled on a plantation, about ten miles south of 
Madison, Morgan County, Georgia, and as he informs me, recovered his 
health within a year. His wife died there March 27, 1882, a member of the 
Methodist church. He married March 28, 1883, Mattie Adams, born April 
2, 1847, in Putnam County, Georgia, and he still lives on his plantation in 
Georgia He has been greatly afflicted during the past few years by drought 
which was very severe in 1899. His children by his first wife were: Nellie 
M., Frank B., Ezra S., John S., Amanda Jane, Oscar A. and Albert C., the 
latter born in Georgia and died young. By his second wife, George Adams, 
Jane, Anna, who died some years ago and Daniel, John M. Rosencrance is 
reported to be a Baptist and in politics a Democrat.

322 THE ROSENKRANS FAMILY
IN EUROPE AND AMERICA



James P. Rosenkrance [642]

James P. Rosenkrance was born in Wantage Township, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, near Unionville New York and married Rosanna D. Williams of 
Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, sister of the wife of Louis H. Rosenkrans 
[635]. He went to Newton Centre (Bald Mount), Pennsylvania, in 1850 and 
taught school in that section for two years, About 1852 he went into the 
employ of the Railroad Company owning the gravity road then running 
from Hawley to Pittston, he being located at Dunmore or about two years 
and since 1853 at Pittston, where he is now superintendent of outside 
repairs of that railroad, which has since been changed to a locomotive 
road. He has five children: Clarence Daniel, Althea J, Lillian May, James 
P. Jr. and Rosa Dena. It is reported by his daughter, Miss Lillian May, that 

James p. rOsenkranCe [642a] rOsanna williams 
rOsenkranCe [642B]
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they are Methodists and that her father is a Republican and member of the 
order of the Order of Free and Accepted Masons.2

Nellie Maria Rosenkrance [643]
Nellie Maria Rosenkrance, daughter of Daniel Rosenkranse [327] was born 
August 11 1833, and died December 8, 1850.
Sarah Jane Rosenkrance [644]
Sarah Jane Rosenkrance was born May 14, 1836 and died August 7, 1892.
Jesse Rosenkrance [645]
Jesse Rosenkrance, son of Daniel, [327] was born May 30, married at 
Patterson, New Jersey November 22, 1866, Sarah E, Casterlin, daughter 
of Nathaniel Casterlin and Hannah Mandaville born at Rockport, Sussex 
County, New Jersey December 1, 1843. He was a soldier in the war of the 
Rebellion Lieutenant of Company H. 27th Reg. of New Jersey, enlisted 
1864, and died July 3, 1885, at Unionville, New York His children born at 
Unionville, New York, were; William W., Addie, Lillie, Nellie, Dannie,
William H. Rosenkrance [646]
William H. Rosenkrance, son of Daniel, [327] was born in Wantage 
Twp., Sussex County, New Jersey July 24, 1840. He went to Pittston, 
Pennsylvania, about 1861 or 2, and served as Corporal in the Civil war in 
Company B, 2nd New Jersey. Regiment for three years and four months. 
He married January 11, 1868, while living in Pittston, Nellie, daughter of 
John D. Green and Jane Stewart Calvin. She was born July 4, 1840, and 
died August 4, 1895. It is reported that she was an Episcopalian. He died 
at Pittston, July 19, 1895. His children were: Minnie, Jennie, William, 
James, Nellie and Sarah.
Susan M. Rosenkrance [647]
Susan M. Rosenkrance, daughter of Daniel [327], was born in born in 
December 1842 and married James Martin of Wantage Twp., New Jersey. 
They lived in Unionville, New York, and have two children: Mamie and 
William.

2 The photographs of James P(ost)  Rosenkrance (I) and Rosanna Williams Rosenkrance were 
generated from original photographs in the possession of the Editor, James P. Rosenkrans, IV. Most of the 
graphics in this book were created by the Editor from the halftones in the text using Adobe Photoshop.   
The photograph of Rosanna Williams Rosenkrance was not in the original text.
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Benjamin Rosenkrance [648]
Benjamin Rosenkrance, son of Daniel, [327] was born December, 25, 
1844, he went to Luzerne County, Pennsylvania,, and enlisted in the 38th 
Pennsylvania Infantry for three months prior to the battle of Gettysburg 
and at the end of his service, enlisted in the 14th New York Cavalry, and 
was one of Sherman’s Scouts, scouts, taken prisoner in the Shenandoah 
Valley, was in Libby Prison when General Lee surrendered. After the war 
was ended he went west and is said to be now in possession of a large 
ranch in the State of Washington, Yakima County He married in the west, 
and is said to have four children: Althea, May, Benjamin Raymond and 
Lillian.
Charles W. Rosenkrance [649]
Charles W. Rosenkrance, was born January 15, 1850, and married in 
Pittston, July 20, 1870, Sarah J. West, born in England November 7, 
1848. He is a lumberman, painter and carpenter, living at 631 Williams 
St., Pittston, Pennsylvania. His children are: [656] Jessie M., Violet, Eva, 
Charles, Daniel, Benjamin, Carrie, and Lulu.

John W. Rosenkrans [329] and Polly Edson had five children.

Fnu Rosenkrans [650]
Fnu Rosenkrans, gender unknown, child of John W., known, reported as 
departed.
Fnu Rosenkrans [651]
Fnu Rosenkrans, gender unknown, child of John W., known, reported as 
departed.
Fnu Rosenkrans [652]
Fnu Rosenkrans, gender unknown, child of John W., known, reported as 
departed.
Dr. James E. Rosecrans [653]
Dr. James E. Rosecrans, son of John W. [329], was reported 1893 as living 
at New Milford, Illinois.
Edwin L. Rosecrans [654]
Edwin L. Rosecrans, a farmer living near New Milford, Illinois.
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James Rosecrans [334] and Elvira Ann Heath had one child.

Orlando Parker Rosecrans [655]
Orlando Parker Rosecrans, son of James [334], was born at Newsted, 
Erie County, New York, 1852, and, as reported by his ‘ mother, 1893, he 
married June 4, 1882, Florence Thorp, and was living in Detroit, Michigan 
having some position at the Union Railroad depot,

Crandall Rosecrans [339] and Jemima Hopkins had five children.

Chauncey Rosecrans [656]
Chauncey Rosecrans, first child of Crandall, died young.
General William Stark Rosecrans [657]
General William Stark Rosecrans, son of Crandall [339], and Jemima 
Hopkins, daughter of Timothy Hopkins, was born in Kingston twp., 
Delaware County, Ohio, September 6, 1819. He entered the West Point 
Academy 1837, and graduated August 24, 1843. He married Annie Eliza 

general william sTark 
rOseCrans [657a]

mrs. annie eliza rOseCrans 
[657B]
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Hageman, of New York City, daughter of Judge Adrian Hageman, of St. Johns, 
New Brunswick. The following is a part of his history, as copied from the New 

York “Catholic News,” given in connection 
with the presentation of the “Laetare 
Medal,” by Bishop Montgomery, at his 
home near Los Angeles, Cal., March 
15,1896, “He began his studies at West 
Point, at eighteen years of age, and 
graduated in 1842, He was graduated fifth 
in a class of fifty-six and elected to enter 
the engineer corps. In 1847 lie took charge 
of the works of fortifying New Port Harbor, 
and finished the task in five years. He was 
justly regarded as one of the most brilliant 
men in the service, and when in 1853 his 
failing health determined him to retire, the 
Secretary of War, Jefferson Davis, 
endeavored to dissuade him. But overwork 
had broken him down and his resignation 
was reluctantly accepted in April, 1854, 
and Lieutenant Rosecrans returned to 
Cincinnati.
Then came the outbreak of the Rebellion 
and the fall of Fort Sumpter, and Mr. 
Rosecrans forgot everything but his duty 
to his country. He offered his services to 
Governor Dennison, and was appointed 

Chief Engineer of Ohio, with the rank of Colonel, and on Newark the next day, 
June 10, 1861, was given the command of the 23rd Ohio Volunteers. His rise 
was very rapid. His commission as a Brigadier General of the Regular Army 
came within a fortnight, and he joined McClellan in Western Virginia, taking 
Provisional command of one of his brigades. His first battle was fought July 
11 at Rich Mountain, where he won a decisive victory over General Garnett, 
capturing eleven hundred prisoners, their camp and stores.”3

3 ED: The official photo from the US Archives (above) was not in the original book.  It was included 
because the we were unable to locate a copy of the picture General on horseback on the Internet, which 

general wiliam sTark 
rOseCrans [657d] 

(frOm an OffiCial phOTO in The us 
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*     *     *     *     *
As the General’s history is already before the public in part, in many publications, we will not attempt to 
reproduce it here in full. He resigned his commission in the army March 27, 1867, and was afterwards 
Minister to Mexico, served one term as a Congressman from California, and as the first Register of the 
Treasury under President Cleveland. He was a zealous Catholic, converted while at West Point, 1837-
1842, and was the means of the conversion of all his brothers, and of his mother also. His children were 
William, James Addison,
 Adrian Louis, Lily R, Mary Louise, Anna D., Carl Frederick and Charlotte. Lily., Anna D. and Carl F. are 
still living. The General’s history is being written by his daughter, Anna D. Rosecrans.
Charles Wesley Rosecrans [658]
Charles Wesley Rosecrans, son of Crandall [339], was born in Kingston Twp., 
Delaware County, Ohio, January 27, 1822, and married Mary Runnells, 
daughter of Silas Runnells, of Sigourney, Iowa. Charles Wesley was a 
farmer and a Catholic. He died 1866, He had one daughter, a Dominican 
nun, called Sister Mary Emelda, of Galveston, Texas.
Henry Crandall Rosecrans [659]
Henry Crandall Rosecrans, son of Crandall [339], and the only one of the 
five brothers living, was born at Homer, Licking County, Ohio. December 
25, 1824. He has reported that in 1847 at Newark, Ohio, he volunteered 

in any event was not deemed to be a very good likeness.

henry Crandall rOseCrans and wife [659]
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for the Mexican War at the second call, and that his company reported to 
the Governor fifteen minutes earlier than any other company in the State, 
and were therefore privileged to be mounted. He served under General 
Taylor fifteen months to the close of the war, returned to Ohio and married 
August 22, 1849, Elizabeth Dickey, the only daughter, and leaving her at 
home, started September 1, 1849, in company with his uncle Judge M.P. 
Rosecrans [347], on horseback from Ohio to Iowa with his land warrant 
received as a soldier, which he located in Washington County, near the 
present village of What Cheer. In the spring of 1850, Henry Crandall 
Rosecrans went overland from Iowa to California and mined for gold about 
one year where he says he met his relative Newton Rosecrans [377] who 
subsequently settled at Silver City, New Mexico. About the year 1851 he 
returned to his wife in Ohio, and some years later settled on his land in 
Iowa where he still lives as a farmer and merchant, Henry Crandall has 
written several letters giving reports of family matters, and being a zealous 
Catholic, has given an account of the family’s conversion to Catholicism 
beginning with the General’s conversion at West Point. The picture herewith 
presented of him and wife, was taken at the fiftieth anniversary of their 
wedding August 22, 1899. Henry Crandall has had six children: Ada Nola, 
Willena, Menza Oveda, Adrian Dickey, William Joseph and Henry Sylvester.
Bishop Sylvester Harton Rosecrans [660]
Bishop Sylvester Harton Rosecrans, son of Crandall, [339] was born at 
Homer, Licking County, Ohio, February 5, 1827. Soon after the General’s 
return from West Point, 1842, as reported by his brother Henry Crandall, 
he became a Catholic, and was educated for the Priesthood at St, John’s 
College, New York, and finished his studies at Rome. He became Bishop 
of the diocese of Columbus, Ohio, and died at Columbus, November 1878,

Jacob Rosecrans [340] and Sallie Wells had nine children.

William Henry Harrison Rosecrans [661]
William Henry Harrison Rosecrans, son of Jacob [340], was born in 
Delaware County, Ohio. February 17, 1823, and died near Valparaiso, 
Indiana, 1890.
Deziah Rosecrans [662]
Deziah Rosecrans, born April 4. 1825 died 1869.
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Lafayette Rosecrans [663]
Lafayette Rosecrans, born May 25, 1825, died 1891.
Mary W. Rosecrans [664]
Mary W. Rosecrans, was born December 17, 1830, and died 1888.
Sally Jane Rosecrans [665]
Sally Jane Rosecrans, was born May 31, 1833, and died 1887.
Eliza Rosecrans [666]
Eliza Rosecrans was born Feb, 10, 1835, and died 1877.
Lydia Rosecrans [667]
Lydia Rosecrans, was born Feb, 21, 1837, and died 1874.
Crandall W. Rosecrans [668]
Crandall W. Rosecrans, the only living child of Jacob [340], who has recently 
reported these items, was born in Delaware County, Ohio, February, 4, 
1841. In 1868, he married Lisle Corey, who died 1880. He now lives on 
a farm of 382 acres near Broadway, Union County, Ohio. He held some 
position at Washington under the administration of President Cleveland, 
when the General was in the Treasury Department. His children are Jesse 
Grant, Bertha Belle and William Stark.
Ormitta Rosecrans [669]
Ormitta Rosecrans, daughter of Jacob [340], was born  
January 28, 1845, and died 1887. 

James Rosecrans [345] and Elizabeth Clemens had four children.

Henry Crandall Rosecrans [670]
Henry Crandall Rosecrans, son of James [345], was born at Alida, Ohio, 
February 19, 1868, and married September 17, 1895, Hattie Pierson. He 
is a farmer living at Montrose, Missouri, and has twin daughters, Dulcie 
and Dellah.
Emmet Leroy Rosecrans [671]
Emmet Leroy Rosecrans, son of James [345], was born at Alida, Ohio, 
February 2, 1872, and married December 31, 1896, Emma Wallace. He is 
a teacher of grammar in the public school at Rushville, Nebraska, and has 
a son, Lynn Edgar.
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Ida May Rosecrans [672]
Ida May Rosecrans, daughter of James [345], was born August 22, 1877, 
and was reported 1897 as living at Hennepin, near Galesburg, Illinois.
Grace Isabel Rosecrans [673]
Grace Isabel Rosecrans, daughter of 
James [345], and cousin to General 
William Stark, was born at Alida, Ohio, 
March 23, 1879. She, with her parents, 
moved to Clear Lake, Iowa, 1883, where 
her father died 1889. She is now living 
with the family of her cousin, Harry 
Marmaduke Rosecrans, at Clear Lake, 
Iowa, and is a school teacher. She 
has reported information concerning 
the family and kindly furnished a 
photograph of her uncle, Judge M.P. 
[347], now departed. A complimentary 
photograph of Grace Isabel is herewith 
presented.

Judge Marmaduke P. Rosecrans [347] 
and Lucy Green had seven children. 

Charles Theodore Rosecrans [674]
Charles Theodore Rosecrans, son of Judge M.P. [347], was born at Clear 
Lake, Iowa, February 24, 1845. He was a soldier in the war of the Rebellion 
in the 32nd. Volunteer Infantry, of Iowa, and died August, 1864.
Juliet Inez Rosecrans [675]
Juliet Inez Rosecrans, daughter of Judge married P., was born at Clear 
Lake, March 2, 1847. She married about 1865 G. G. Prichard, a merchant 
at Popejoy, Iowa, whose son Charles G. is in the mercantile business at 
Belmond. They have four children: Charles G., Star, Blanche and Edgar 
B. Charles G. Pritchard was born February 7, 1866, and married about 
1887. He is a merchant living at Belmond, Iowa, doing business under the 
firm name of Pritchard & Rosecrans. His children are: Fred, born October 
19, 1888; Addie, born December 24, 1890; Star, born October 28, 1892; 

graCe isaBel rOseCrans [673]
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James Gurly, born April 8, 1894, and Ruth, born March 13, 1896, Star 
Pritchard, son of Juliet Inez, was born September 3, 1867, and died 1881. 
Blanche Pritchard was born June 24, 1869, and married J.G. Grundy, 
Professor of Eagle Grove School at Eagle Grove, Iowa. Edgar B. Pritchard 
was born at Alden, Iowa, April 14, 1871.
Edgar J. Rosecrans [676]
Edgar J. Rosecrans, son of Judge married P. [347], was born at Clear Lake, 
Iowa, February 22, 1849. He married Oct, 19, 1876, Jennie Spears. He 
was sheriff of Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, in which Clear Lake is situated, 
and in 1894, as reported by his father at that time, was sheriff. of Sheridan 
County, Nebraska, and living at Union City. At last account he resided at 
Belmond, Iowa. No children.
Alice Carey Rosecrans [677]
Alice Carey Rosecrans, daughter of Judge M.P.[347], was born at Clear 
Lake August 0, 1851, and married December 4, 1871, Dr. G. F. McDowell, 
and lives at Cedar Creek, Iowa, She has one child, Pearl born June 13, 
1876.
Flora Elizabeth Rosecrans [678]
Flora Elizabeth Rosecrans, daughter of Judge M.P. [347], was born at Clear 
Lake, Iowa, December 2, 1853, and married Dr. Z.C Green. She died June 
27, 1889, leaving one child Ethel, born June 16, 1877. It is reported that, 
in 1897, Dr. Green moved to White, South Dakota.
Harry Marmaduke Rosecrans [679]
Harry Marmaduke Rosecrans, son of Judge M.P. [347], was born at Clear 
Lake, Iowa, April 19, 1860. He married June 25, 1844, Ida Wood, and lives 
at Clear Lake, He is mail clerk on the railroad. His cousin, Grace Isabel, 
has her home with him, and he has two children, Karl and Ruth.
William I. Rosecrans [680]
William I. Rosecrans, son of Judge married P., was born at Clear Lake, 
August 18, 1862. He married May 26, 1886, Catharine G. Finch. He is a 
merchant living at Belmond, Iowa, in company with his nephew, Charles 
G. Pritchard, doing business as Pritchard & Rosecrans, Has two children: 
Leo Marmaduke and Geneveve Gladys,
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Crandall Rosecrans [350] and wife had two children.

Fnu Rosecrans [681]
Fnu Rosecrans, name and gender unknown, of Crandall Rosecrans [350], 
is reported as living at Pagetown, Ohio,
Fnu Rosecrans [682]
Fnu Rosecrans, name and gender unknown, of Crandall Rosecrans [350], 
is reported as living at Pagetown, Ohio,

Charles Rosecrans [362] and Mary Carney had two children,

Mahala Rosecrans [683]
Mahala Rosecrans, daughter of Charles [362], was born and brought up 
near Charleston, Illinois, where the last report says she was married and 
living.
Charles Rosecrans [684]
Charles Rosecrans was born near Charleston, Iowa, and is reported to be 
still living.

John Rosecrans [367] and Jane Vansickle had three children, and by 
Mary Landen he had two.

Elizabeth Rosecrans [685]
Elizabeth Rosecrans is John’s daughter by his first wife.
Alvin Rosecrans [686]
Alvin Rosecrans is John’s son by his first wife.
Peter Rosecrans [687]
Peter Rosecrans is John’s son by his first wife.
Lydia Rosecrans [688]
Lydia Rosecrans is John’s daughter by his second wife.
Samuel L Rosecrans [689]
Samuel L Rosecrans, son of John [367] and Mary Landen, as reported by 
him in 1894, was married and living at Sunbury, Delaware County, Ohio, 
on the farm where the General was born. This farm was purchased by his 
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father in 1834. Whom Samuel L. married, or whether he had any children, 
he did not inform us, and we could get no more replies from him

Dorsin Rosecrans [368] and Phebe Beach had four children.4

Leander Walker Rosecrans [690]
Leander Walker Rosecrans, son of Dorsin [368], was born in Ogle County, 
Illinois, September 27. 1835, and became a carpenter. He married 
September 30, 1860, Mary E. Winebrenner, of Franklin Grove, Illinois, and 
apparently lived there for a time, and subsequently at Marshalltown, Iowa, 
and Chicago, Illinois; also at DesPlaines and Chicago again, where he now 
lives. His children were born at the above mentioned places and are Jennie 
Belle, Frank Walker, Clifford Calvin, Maud and Mahala.
Dorsin Rosecrans Jr. [691]
Dorsin Rosecrans Jr., son of Dorsin [368], was born in Ogle County, 
1839, was in the war of the Rebellion, and as a soldier died at Memphis, 
Tennessee,, 1863,
Louisa Rosecrans [692]
Louisa Rosecrans, daughter of Dorsin, was born 1841, and married Guilford 
Wood, at Franklin Grove, as reported by Frank Walker, son of Leander W. 
She is now living at Burlington, Kansas, 

Hiram Rosecrans [370] and Lovina Page had eleven children.

Edward Rosecrans [693]
Edward Rosecrans, son of Hiram Rosecrans [370], born at Rockford, 
Illinois, died single.
Tyrus Rosecrans [694]
Tyrus Rosecrans was a soldier of the Rebellion and died in the army.
Mary Ann Rosecrans [695]
Mary Ann Rosecrans died unmarried.

4 The original states that he ha four children but only three are listed.
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Adeline Rosecrans [696]
Adeline Rosecrans, married Alfred Beech, about 1870, and is said to have 
died in Dakota, 1882. Mrs. Beech, when reported, was living in Ogle County, 
Illinois. Her children were: Fred Beech, then living; and Frances, departed.
Almaida Rosecrans [697]
Almaida Rosecrans, born at Rockford, Illinois, died single,.
William Rosecrans [698]
William Rosecrans, born at Rockford, Illinois, died single,
Miles Rosecrans [699]
Miles Rosecrans went to the war and never returned.
Emily Rosecrans [700]
Emily Rosecrans died unmarried.
Charles Rosecrans [701]
Charles Rosecrans died unmarried.
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Frances M. Rosecrans [702]

Frances M. Rosecrans, the tenth child of Hiram [370], and Lovina, was 
born at Rockford, Illinois, November 1, 1855, and married O. K. Bales, now 
a merchant at Dexter, Iowa. She was married at Victor while living with 
her aunt, Lucy Ann Drummond. We had the pleasure of communicating 
with Mrs. F.M. Bales before her death, 1898, and received from her and 
her husband all the information we have obtained concerning the family 
of her father Hiram. In a letter dated September 26, 1897, she says, 
“I am the only living child of Hiram and Lovina Rosecrans. I was born 
November 1st, 1855, and married O. K. Bales October 31, 1872. We have 
five children living, and one, Minnette, dead. The names of the living are: 
Rose Viloma, born September 15, 1874, Emmer S., born November 14, 
1875, Mary Gertrude, born May 13, 1883, Mildred and Minnette, twins, 
born November 8, 1892. Minnette died December 16, 1894,.and Frances 
Rosecrans born February 24, 1896.” She further says: My mother died in 
1862, and father died at Marquoketa in 1866 I was taken by my father’s 
half-sister, Lucy Ann Drummond, and know very little of my father’s family. 

mrs. f.m. (rOseCrans) Bales 
[702a]

O.k. Bales [702B]
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There were eleven children: Edward, Tyrus, Mary Ann, Adeline, Almadia, 
William, Miles, Emily, Charles, Frances married, and one child not named, 
who died only a few months old. I can remember no dates of either births 
or deaths, but Tyrus and Miles were in the late war and both died or were 
killed while there. Adeline m, Alfred Beech, of Ogle County, Illinois. She 
has been dead fifteen years. She left two children: Fred, now grown, and 
Frances, who died five years later. My mother died when I was quite young, 
and I can only remember her. I was then brought to Victor, Iowa, by one 
David Camfield, and taken to my father’s sister, Lucy Ann Drummond. 
Our family was badly and promiscuously scattered. I married young and 
was taken away and never knew but little of the family.” In the last one 
jointly with her husband, February, 1898, she says, “Should you ever be 
so fortunate as to pass through this section, the best country on earth, 
would be much pleased to have you visit us.” The next intelligence received 
from there was an obituary taken from the Dexter Sentinel, of April 29, 
1898, which is as follows, “A mantle of sadness seemed to overshadow 
our town when it was known that Mrs., O. K. Bales could not recover 
from her illness, and the suppressed sigh, the hushed, eager inquiry only 
indicated the sympathy felt for this family by the community. Mrs. Bales 
had been sick for about two weeks with pneumonia and everything within 
human power was done to restore her to health, but all was of no avail, 
and she passed away very quietly on Saturday night shortly after midnight, 
surrounded by her husband and children, and a number of loving friends. 
Frances married Rosecrans was born in Rockford, Illinois, November 1, 
1855, and was married to O. K. Bales at Victor, Iowa, October 31, 1872, 
and they have resided at Dexter since 1890. Mrs. Bales united with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1868, and transferred her membership to 
the church of this place and remained a consistent member until her death. 
She was one of the charter members of the Eva Ann Rebekah Lodge, and 
the first sister charter member that death has taken from the Lodge, Mrs. 
Bales was an ideal wife and mother, and her whole life was affectionately 
devoted to the interest of her husband and children. No sacrifice was 
too hard for their comfort, the interests of her home being to her above 
everything else, and unless her family was fully provided for no attraction 
would take her from home. What was for their good was her desire, and 
what would advance the welfare of her loved ones was her happiness. The 
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funeral services were held at her residence Monday afternoon attended 
by a large number of friends and conducted by her pastor, Reverend C.L. 
Baxter, whose remarks were helpful and encouraging. The interment was 
made in the Dexter Cemetery. The large number of floral offerings was very 
beautiful. Beside the sorrowing husband five children are left to mourn the 
loss of their best earthly friend. They are Mrs. E. Watts, Emmer S., Miss 
Gertie, Mildred, five years old, and Frances. The sympathy of the entire 
community is extended to the bereaved ones, May this affliction bring our 
hearts more in subjection to the will of Rim who death all things well.”

CARD OF THANKS,
“To our friends: We desire to thank all for the many acts of kindness shown 
to us in our late bereavement. May it be many years before any of you are 
called upon to pass through the same experience, is our wish and should 
the time come we wish all to know we will gladly extend the helping hand.

O. K. BALES.
O. K. Bales, and Children,”

Fnu Rosecrans [703]
Fnu Rosecrans, gender unknown, the eleventh and last child of Hiram 
Rosecrans died young.

Isaac Rosecrans [372] and Euphemia McBurney had four children. 

Mary E. Rosecrans [704]
Mary E. Rosecrans, daughter of Isaac, [372] was born September 7, 1842, 
married May 10, 1866, Christopher Cox, a farmer recently living on a stock 
ranch at Elwood, Nebraska, raising cattle and hogs. In searching out the 
large family of Isaac Rosecrans, [135] I was at first referred to his daughter, 
Mrs. Lucy Ann Drummond, of Victor, Iowa, and through her son, Albert N. 
Drummond was directed to Mrs. Mary E. Cox and others for information. 
To a letter of inquiry she promptly responded giving information concerning 
her own family and others, especially of her grandfather, and his three 
wives and eighteen children, the dates of whose births were then unknown 
to me, though afterwards reported by G. W, White, of Winfield, Kan., and 
others. In her second letter to her “Forty-second Cousin,” in answer to 
inquiries she said, “There were eighteen children born to my grandfather 
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and his three wives, nine by the first, as you have them, four by the second 
wife, their names, Crandall, Lucy Ann, William and Huldah, and five by 
the third wife, their names: Newton, Eliza Jane, Russell, Benjamin and 
Philo.” Mary E. Cox’s children, ten in number are as follows: George E. Cox 
born April 15, 1867 was a farmer and stock raiser at Elwood, Nebraska, 
then unmarried. Clement L, Cox, born January 19, 1869, married May 12, 
1896, Amy Stoughton, a farmer at Aberdeen, Miss. Etta, born March 26, 
1872, died in infancy. Lela E. Cox, born March 1, 1873, married October 
28, 1895, Francis Drummond, a farmer at Elwood, Nebraska, Emma J. 
Cox, born May 12, 1874, married September 14, 1895, Otto Schroeder, 
a lumber merchant of Elwood, Nebraska, Armina, daughter of Mrs. Mary 
E. Cox was born May 8, 1876, and died September 26, same year. Roy A., 
was born August 3, 1877, and Inez L., March 14, 1879, Gertrude was born 
August 20, 1880, and Earl, the youngest, March 8, 1882.
Angeline Rosecrans [705]
Angeline Rosecrans, daughter of Isaac, [372] was born August 7, 1845, 
and married September 22., 1864, S. McLain. She died September 10, 
1805.
William Henry Rosecrans [706]
William Henry Rosecrans, son of Isaac, [372] was born August 31, 1854. 
About the year 1881 he married Jennie married Cleve land, born May 24, 
1865, who is reported to be a distant relative of ex-President Cleveland. 
William II. is a farmer living at El wood, Neb, having six children: William 
Arthur, Myrtle Adra, Elna Jay, Nellie Edith, Charles Isaac, and Fred Clifford.
James Emery Rosecrans [707]
James Emery Rosecrans, son of Isaac, [372] was born February 12, 1857, and 
lived in Nebraska He went to Aberdeen, Monroe County, Miss., November, 
1895, and there married December 16, 1896, Lydia Maria Nesby was born 
at Steelton, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, July 6, 1874. Her parents 
went to Nebraska, 1882, and February, 1896, to Aberdeen, Mississippi. 
In a letter dated February 13, 1898, in answer to one of mine, writes as 
follows; “I came to Miss. November 28, 1895. My reason for coming south 
is, we have been having poor crops in Nebraska for past few years and 
thought to better myself and try a warmer climate. As for the system of 
farming they have none. It’s just one old mule and a Cary plow, and then 
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they are ready to make a crop. Peanuts, cotton and sweet potatoes are the 
main crops. No, have not purchased any land and do not expect to, as we 
don’t like the country, as it is very unhealthy here. We expect to go back to 
Nebraska soon, The climate here is mild. We don’t have any snow but rain 
instead. The flowers are in bloom nearly the year around, while the cedars 
and pine trees are quite pleasant. You can hear the frogs and crickets 
singing every month in the year. I have been in the sawmill business for 
the past two years. Aberdeen is in Monroe County It is a city of 7,000 
population. There are six white churches in Aberdeen and four colored 
churches. As for schools they are hard to beat, In Aberdeen there are two 
large white school buildings and one colored school. No, the colored people 
do not go to the same church or school. They are not allowed at the white 
church or school. We attend the Presbyterian Church; the minister’s name 
is G. F. Ashmore.” James E, reported nothing as to having children, and 
directed that hereafter he should be addressed at Elwood, Nebraska

Crandall Rosecrans [373] and Emily Canfield had three children.

Fnu Rosecrans [708]
Fnu Rosecrans, a daughter of Crandall, 
whose name is not given, was born 1849, 
and died at the age of seventeen years,
Almond W. Rosenkrans [709]
Almond W. Rosenkrans, son of Crandall, 
[373] was born on a farm near Ashton, 
Illinois, Sept, 5, 1851. He was reared 
there and married August 8, 1880 
Westanna E. Glenn, of Ashton. In 
answer to a letter of inquiry concerning 
his family and the farm there, on which 
his grandfather Isaac died, under date 
of September 7, 1897 he says, “I am 
in receipt of yours of August 30, I am 
very glad indeed to hear from you, and 
that you are engaged in hunting the 
Rosecrans record, The old Rosecrans Crandall a. rOseCrans [710]
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place, which is about three miles from Ashton, is now owned by William 
Hunt. My father’s home was in Illinois up to 1856, when he moved to Iowa, 
and lived in Powsheik County I think he died about thirty-five years ago, I 
will be very glad indeed to furnish you all the married formation I possibly 
can, and shall be more than pleased to know more of my descent. I had 
no idea that 1 was a direct descendant of the illustrious Aneke Jans.” As 
seen by his letter head he was a merchant doing business under the firm 
name of “A. W, Rosecrans & County, Retail Dealers of Everything, Ashton, 
Illinois” He had one son, Glenn Crandall, born January 22, 1890.
Crandall A. Rosecrans [710]
Crandall A. Rosecrans, son of Crandall, [373] was born near Ashton, 
Illinois, September 13, 1854. In answer to a letter of inquiry October 27, 
1898, we learn that he is in the hardware business wholesale and retail 
under the firm name of “Allerton Clarke County, Manufacturers and 
Manufacturers’ Agents of Telephones, 118 Lake St., Chicago.” After 
receiving the prospectus of “The Rosenkrans Family,” and giving an order 

Charles philO rOseCrans 
[716a]

mrs. flOrenCe may rOseCrans 
[716B]
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for a copy of the book, he says, “I also wish to congratulate you on the 
apparent thoroughness of the work.” He reports that his wife’s maiden 
name was Olive E. Haney, and that they have a son, Crandall Zachariah.

William Champlin Rosecrans [375] and Sarah Elizabeth Reed had four 
children.

Lucinda Celesta Rosecrans [711]
Lucinda Celesta Rosecrans, daughter of William C. [375], was born at 
Victor, Iowa, August 22, 1851, and married August 22, 1868, Gardner 
Wilcox White, born March 9, 1836, son of Dianna, [364]. (See history of 
Gardner W. White, 364).
Philo Judson Rosecrans [712]
Philo Judson Rosecrans, son of William C. [375], was born at Victor, Iowa, 
April 23, 1854. He married January 3, 1877, Matilda J. Risley, and is 
probably a farmer, recently living at Ruthven, Palo Alto County, Iowa. His 
children are: Estella May, Ellis, Eva, Mabel, Willie and Vincent J.
William Estus Rosecrans [713]
William Estus Rosecrans, son of William C. [375], was born at Victor, Iowa, 
November 14, 1858, and married September 5, 1886, Florence Cornwell. 
He has a son Earl, born September 1, 1887.
Chauncy Thomas Rosecrans [714]
Chauncy Thomas Rosecrans, son of William C, was born at Victor, Iowa, 
September 9, 1872. He married October 30, 1895, Rose Compton, and 
1897, was living at Bridgewater, South Dakota. He had one child, William, 
born January 11, 1897, who died the next month.

Newton Rosecrans [377] and Sara Augustina Garcia had nine children.

Matthew Russell Rosecrans [715]
Matthew Russell Rosecrans, son of Newton [377] was born at Mesilla, 
New Mexico, 1859. He was brought up at Silver City, where his parents 
subsequently lived, and married 1887, Josefa Acosta His brother, Charles 
P., at Silver City, reports that he was a translator. His father was an 
American and, his mother a Mexican. He died June 22,.1896. His children 
were William, Natalie, Ernest and another whose name is not given.
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Charles Philo Rosecrans [716]
Charles Philo Rosecrans, son of Newton [377], was born at Mesilla, New 
Mexico, December 22, 1861. At the age of fifteen he accompanied his 
parents to Silver City. According to letters received from him which contain 
all the definite knowledge we have of Newton’s family, Charles Philo seems 
to have lived in California at one time, as he was married there and two of 
his children were born there. In answer to a letter, he wrote from Gila, New 
Mexico, July 17, 1897, as follows, “Dear Relative:—Your kind favor, of the 
28th ultimo, reached me at Silver City, while there on a trip from this point. 
I was agreeably surprised to inform myself of the contents of your letter; 
more so in fact because it is about the second letter I have ever received 
from near or distant relatives in the East. My father, Newton Rosecrans, was 
born in Delaware Co,, Ohio; in 1827 (1830). His father, whose given name I 
never learned, moved from there to Illinois sometime in the thirties. Father 
left Illinois, in company with his half-brother, Leroy S Taylor, in 1847, and 
went to California during the gold excitement there. He remained there I 
think three or four years and came to New Mexico, locating at Mesilla, on 
the Rio Grande, where he married my mother, Sara Augustina Garcia, a 
native of Chihuahua, Mexico There were nine children born, named as 
follows: Matthew Russell, Charles P., Alvin S., Adolph, Caroline; William 
Henry, Adelaide, Lucy and Fred. Father died at Silver City, New Mexico, on 
the 21st of June, 1883, Of my mother’s relatives I did not know any except 
my grandmother, who has been dead four or five years. Mother is still alive. 
You have been informed that a son of Newton went to New York to study 
for the priesthood, but this is erroneous, as I am the one that went east, 
and attended school at Boston and not in New York. All the family reside 
in Silver City, New Mexico, excepting myself, who am located at the above 
given point, I am engaged here as bookkeeper for several cattle companies. 
My brothers follow mining principally. In a later communication from him 
dated Gila, New Mexico, August 15, 1897, he says, “Dear Sir and Relative: I 
beg to acknowledge receipt of your favor of the 27th ulto., and must express 
my thanks to you for the valuable information given therein. I certainly have 
acquired more of my father’s family history from you than from any other 
source. I received a communication from a cousin of ours, C.A. Rosecrans, 
of Ashton, Lee County, Illinois several years ago, etc. You may possibly by 
addressing C.A. Rosecrans, of Ashton, ascertain the locality wherein our 
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father’s family lived.” Charles P., in the above letter gave information also 
concerning his brothers and sisters and his own family. He married at San 
Jose, Cal. September 30, 1893 Florence Mae Tessler, born at Alleghany, 
Sierra County Cal., 1876. Since receiving the above reports from Charles 
Phil() living at Gila, whose post-office address was Cliff, New Mexico, he 
has had some sad and startling experiences where he lived, as given in the 
following letter dated Silver City, March 26, 1899:
“Dear Sir:— I have your kind letter of the 4th inst. before me, which was 
forwarded from Cliff, New Mexico, my former post-office address. I left 
there about one year ago. I received your letter which you state I did not 
answer, which is true. Shortly after I received it, and before I could answer 
it, I was caught in a flood, which washed away my house, also the store 
and office of my former employers. The flood came down about three A. M., 
one mile wide, and six feet deep, and caught me in bed. I was fortunate 
enough to get in a tree where I stayed until daylight, when the high water 
had subsided. My family at the time was in San Jose, California. Otherwise 
had they been with me we would all have been drowned. I lost all of our 
former letters and also all letters from relatives to my father that dated back 
a good many years. Well, to make a long story short, I saved only my night 
shirt and hat, which I from force of habit, in leaving the house always put 
on. After speaking of family pictures, etc., he further says “since leaving 
my position, I have engaged in business as you will note by card on letter 
head. Mother lives with us; all the family being here now. Dolph, who has 
been away for several years, and William Henry, who had enlisted in the 
Rough Riders, have returned.” From the card mentioned, we learn that he 
is in the grocery business under the firm name of Rosecrans & Gillett.” His 
children are Adrience and Alvin Tessler.
Alvin S. Rosecrans [717]
Alvin S. Rosecrans, son of Newton, [377], was born March 1, 1863, is a 
silver miner unmarried and living at Silver City.
Adolph Rosecrans [718]
Adolph Rosecrans, son of Newton, [377] was born 1865 is unmarried and 
has recently lived at Pierce, Arizona. He returned to Silver City, 1899, 
and enlisted in the 34th Infantry of Volunteers in August 1899 and went 
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to Manila. When last heard from he was at Tarlac, under Lieutenant 
Dorrington, as a scout, and interpreter for the company.
Lucy Rosecrans [719]
Lucy Rosecrans, born at Mesilla, 1867 died in infancy.
Caroline Rosecrans [720]
Caroline Rosecrans, born 1869 died at five years of age.
William Henry Rosecrans [721]
William Henry Rosecrans, son of Newton, [377] was born at Mesilla, New 
Mexico, 1872 and is a silver miner in Silver City. He joined the rough 
riders to go to Cuba during the Spanish war, but his company was held 
at Lexington, Kentucky, and in Georgia, and never reached the scenes of 
conflict in which the Rough Riders became famous in Cuba.
Adelaide Rosecrans [722]
Adelaide Rosecrans, born 1876, lived at Silver City.
Fred Rosecrans [723]
Fred Rosecrans, the youngest of Newton’s children born at Silver City, 
1881, was with his brother Charles Philo near Cliff at one time and is now 
living in his native town. 

John Wesley Rosecrans, [383] and wife named Hopkins had one child.

Allen Rosecrans [724]
Allen Rosecrans, son of John Wesley [383] was born in Delaware County, 
Ohio, and reported by his aunt, Mrs. Permelia Stockwell [386], in 1893, as 
living in Illinois, but has not been found by the writer.
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The Eighth Generation.
Isaac Rosenkrans [391] and Sarah Elizabeth Bale had four children.

Frank Walter Rosenkrans [725]
Frank Walter Rosenkrans, son of Isaac [391], was born in Sussex County, 
New Jersey, January 18, 1860. He married Mary Hart and when reported 
had a son, Walter T.
John B. Rosenkrans [726]
John B. Rosenkrans, son of Isaac [391], born December 17, 1861, married 
October, 1889, Sabia Gardiner. In 1899 he was in the mercantile business 
in Belvidere, New Jersey He has children: Leland Sanford and Dayton 
Lawrence,
Garret Rosenkrans [727]
Garret Rosenkrans, son of Isaac, was born March 3, 1864 and died in 
infancy.
Edgar Rosenkrans [728]
Edgar Rosenkrans, son of Isaac [391], was born in Sussex County, New 
Jersey, November 15, 1868, and married Ida Jennings.

Jacob H. Rosenkrans [392] and Alice Rymer had one child.

John Rosenkrans [729]
John Rosenkrans, son of Jacob H. [392] was born in Sussex County 
November 11, 1871. He died recently in Warren County, New Jersey.

Joseph H. Rosenkrans, [393] and Emma C. Johnson had ten children.

Laura Malla Rosenkrans [730]
Laura Malla Rosenkrans, daughter of Joseph H., was born in Stillwater, 
New Jersey, May 17, 1867. She taught school a few years, and married 
April 14, 1891, Ralley Wells, of Pennsylvania She has one daughter Evelin.
Maurice Rosenkrans [731]
Maurice Rosenkrans, born April 28, 1869; died 1899.
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William Mcclellan Rosenkrans [732]
William Mcclellan Rosenkrans, born August 6, 1871, is a farmer yet 
unmarried.
Marian Rosenkrans [733]
Marian Rosenkrans, born June 10, 1873, died the same year.
Harry Clay Rosenkrans [734]
Harry Clay Rosenkrans, born April 6, 1875, a church member, died at 
Stillwater, while yet a young man.
Lizzie Staley Rosenkrans [735]
Lizzie Staley Rosenkrans, daughter of Joseph H., [393], was born in 
Stillwater, December 2, 1877. Through industry and ambition, she was 
enabled to attend the Business College in Newton, where she became a 
stenographer and typewriter and is now engaged in that calling, at Newark, 
New Jersey
Floyd Rosenkrans [736]
Floyd Rosenkrans, son of Joseph H. Rosenkrans [393], was born December 
27, 1880.
Eveline Rosenkrans [737]
Eveline Rosenkrans, born November 14, 1883.
Gertrude Edwards Rosenkrans [738]
Gertrude Edwards Rosenkrans, born August 6, 1886.
Raymond Garrett Rosenkrans [739]
Raymond Garrett Rosenkrans, the youngest, born January 11, 1890. All 
are living with their mother in Stillwater, New Jersey

Bison S. Rosenkrans [394] and Euphemia Schoonover have two 
children.

Norna Rosenkrans [740]
Norna Rosenkrans, daughter of Bison S., was born in Stillwater, and 
married James Snover, a farmer, who died at Hooker, Nebraska, leaving 
one child, Lizzie Snover.
Augustus Rosenkrans [741]
Augustus Rosenkrans, son of Bison, is telegraph operator.
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Edgar Rosenkrans [395] and Tirza Gardner Birdsall have two children.

Elizabeth Hutchinson Rosenkrans [742]
Elizabeth Hutchinson Rosenkrans, daughter of Edgar (395), was born 
November 27, 1881.
Ray Lokke Rosenkrans [743]
Ray Lokke Rosenkrans was born November 3, 1885; living with their 
parents at Andover, New Jersey

Horace Edgar Rosenkrans [404] and Mary Egleston have three children.

Edith M. Rosenkrans [744]
Edith M. Rosenkrans, daughter of Horace Edgar, was born near Elgin, 
Illinois, November 9, 1875,
Howard G. Rosenkrans [745]
Howard G. Rosenkrans, was born January 12, 1892, and
Horace S. Rosenkrans. [746]
Horace S. Rosenkrans., was born November 30, 1894.

Albert A. Rosenkrans [416] and Elizabeth Kendrew have six children, 
born near Algonquin, Illinois

Mary Helen Elizabeth Rosenkrans [747]
Mary Helen Elizabeth Rosenkrans, daughter of Albert A, Rosenkrans [416], 
was born June 15, 1876, and has communicated as late as March 7, 1900.
Kate Belle Rosenkrans [748]
Kate Belle Rosenkrans was born December 29, 1877.
May Liza Rosenkrans [749]
May Liza Rosenkrans was born Jan, 16, 1879.
David Leroy Rosenkrans [750]
David Leroy Rosenkrans was born December 4, 1880.
Albert Verl Rosenkrans [751]
Albert Verl Rosenkrans was born July 13, 1883.
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Minnie Grace Rosenkrans [752]
Minnie Grace Rosenkrans was born October 28, 1886. They are all at 
home, three miles from Algonquin.

George Rosenkrans [426] and Leonetta Owens had four children.

Chalmer Rosenkrans [753]
Chalmer Rosenkrans, son of George [426], was born in Michigan, 1886.
Wayne Rosenkrans [754]
Wayne Rosenkrans was born March 14, 1888.
Dora Rosenkrans [755]
Dora Rosenkrans was born March 18, 1890.
Harry Rosenkrans [756]
Harry Rosenkrans was born June 20, 1892.

Everett Rosenkrans [427] and Florence Britton had two children.

Maud Rosenkrans [757]
Maud Rosenkrans, daughter of Everett [427], was born at Brighton, 
Michigan, November 22, 1886.
Rex Rosenkrans was born February 15 [758]
Rex Rosenkrans was born February 15, 1888.

Vincent Vergne Rosenkrans [438] and Minnie Sunderland have two 
children.

Harold V. Rosenkrans [759]
Harold V. Rosenkrans was born at Dorsey, Nebraska, March 18, 1886.
Marian Rosenkrans [760]
Marian Rosenkrans was born July 19, 1891.
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Egbert Earl Rosenkrans [448] and Miriam Grover have three children

Leon C. Rosenkrans [761]
Leon C. Rosenkrans, son of Egbert Earl [448], was born at Oconomowoc, 
Wisconsin, July 7, 1889.
Prentice E. Rosenkrans [762]
Prentice E. Rosenkrans was born May 21, 1893.
Everett A. Rosenkrans [763]
Everett A. Rosenkrans was born April 17, 1896.

Henry William Rosenkrans [453] and wife had four children.

Jamie G. Rosenkrans [764]
Jamie G. Rosenkrans, son of Henry William Rosenkrans [453],
Frank H. Rosenkrans [765]
Frank H. Rosenkrans, son of Henry William Rosenkrans [453],
Ralph Rosenkrans [766]
Ralph Rosenkrans, son of Henry William Rosenkrans [453], and
Maud Rosenkrans [767]
Maud Rosenkrans, daughter Henry William Rosenkrans [453] are with 
their widowed mother at Salem, South Dakota.

Leonard C. Rosenkrans [455] and Ernestine Filter have six children.

Irvin F. Rosenkrans [768]
Irvin F. Rosenkrans, son of Leonard C. Rosenkrans [455],
N. Ruth Rosenkrans [769]
N. Ruth Rosenkrans, daughter of Leonard C. Rosenkrans [455],
Mildred M. Rosenkrans [770]
Mildred M. Rosenkrans, daughter of Leonard C. Rosenkrans [455],
Perry William Rosenkrans [771]
Perry William Rosenkrans, son of Leonard C. Rosenkrans [455],
Ruby Pink Rosenkrans [772]
Ruby Pink Rosenkrans, daughter of Leonard C. Rosenkrans [455], and
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Lillian A. Rosenkrans [773]
Lillian A. Rosenkrans, daughter of Leonard C. Rosenkrans [455], are living 
with their parents on a plantation near Henryville, Lawrence County, 
Tennessee. 

William H. Rosenkrans [459] and wife had one child.

Fnu Rosenkrans [774]
Fnu Rosenkrans, name and gender unknown.

William A, Rosenkrans [495] and Hattie E. Harper had one child.

Fnu Rosenkrans [775]
Fnu Rosenkrans, a son, born 1897, who died at birth.

George Emery Rosenkrans [506] and Effie May Bewman have one child.

Johnson Rhinaldo Rosenkrans [776]
Johnson Rhinaldo Rosenkrans, son of George Emery [506] was born 
December 28, 1896.

John B. Rosenkrans [510] and Florence E. Schooley had three children.

George E. Rosenkrans [777]
George E. Rosenkrans, son of John B. (510), was born July 1, 1884.
Alice J. Rosenkrans [778]
Alice J. Rosenkrans was born October 10, 1886.
Mabel Rosenkrans [779]
Mabel Rosenkrans was born December 20, 1891.

John L. Rosenkrans [519] and Jessie Spencer had one child.

Johnie Rosenkrans [780]
Johnie Rosenkrans, daughter of John L., was born April 15, 1885.
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Lucas Leroy Rosenkrans [520] and Effie Castello have three children.

Luta Rosenkrans [781]
Luta Rosenkrans, daughter of Lucas Leroy, was born 1889.
Lena Rosenkrans [782]
Lena Rosenkrans, daughter of Lucas Leroy, was born 1891.
Ruba Rosenkrans [783]
Ruba Rosenkrans, daughter of Lucas Leroy, was born 1893.

Lester L. Rosenkrans, [528] and Hattie C. Carmer have one daughter.

Dorothy Quincy Rosenkrans [784]
Dorothy Quincy Rosenkrans, daughter of Lester L. [528] was born in 
Sussex County, New Jersey, June 21, 1880. She attended school kept by 
her father and as soon as her age permitted entered the Trenton Normal 
School and graduated January 1899. She taught school at Rutherford., 
New Jersey during that summer. She is 
now living with her parents at Leonia, 
and teaching at Tenafly, New Jersey 

Elijah C. Rosenkrans, [530] and Laura 
D. Morris have three children.

Clive C. Rosenkrans [785]
Clive C. Rosenkrans, son of Elijah C., 
[530] was born near Layton, New Jersey, 
October 15, 1890.
Bessie Rosenkrans [786]
Bessie Rosenkrans was born August 5, 
1892.
Mildred Lila Rosenkrans [787]
Mildred Lila Rosenkrans was born 
October 31, 1897.

dOrOThy QuinCy rOsenkrans 
[784]
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Eugene Rosenkrans, [544] and Mary Gariss have three children.

Elsie Rosenkrans [788]
Elsie Rosenkrans, daughter of Eugene Rosenkrans [544].
Jeremiah Rosenkrans [789]
Jeremiah Rosenkrans, son of Eugene Rosenkrans [544].
Fnu Rosenkrans [790]
Fnu Rosenkrans, another daughter whose name is not known.

Ira T. Rosenkrans, [570] and Rubie Lord have two children.

Edwin Rosenkrans [791]
Edwin Rosenkrans, son of Ira T. Rosenkrans [570], was born September 
9, 1888.
Gertrude E. Rosenkrans [792]
Gertrude E. Rosenkrans was born June 21, 1892.

Adam T. Rosenkrans, [571] and Rosie E. Brown have one child.

Charles Harry Rosenkrans [793]
Charles Harry Rosenkrans was born January 10, 1885.

Hezekiah Rosenkrans, [577] and Eliza A. Miller have had five children.

Fnu Rosenkrans [794]
Fnu Rosenkrans, son of Hezekiah Rosenkrans [577], died young.
Fnu Rosenkrans [795]
Fnu Rosenkrans, son of Hezekiah Rosenkrans [577], died young.
Fnu Rosenkrans [796]
Fnu Rosenkrans, daughter of Hezekiah Rosenkrans [577], died young.
Fnu Rosenkrans [797]
Fnu Rosenkrans, daughter of Hezekiah Rosenkrans [577], died young.
Benjamin Duane Rosenkrans [798]
Benjamin Duane, son of Hezekiah Rosenkrans [577], born March 21, 1889, 
is living with his parents, at Edgewood, Iowa.
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Emerson Rosenkrans [584] and Dora Roesler had two children.

Maggie Rosenkrans [799]
Maggie Rosenkrans, daughter of Emerson Rosenkrans [584], is known 
only by name.
Teresa Rosenkrans [800]
Teresa Rosenkrans, daughter of Emerson Rosenkrans [584], is known only 
by name.

Otto Rosenkrans [587] and Elizabeth Parker had two children.

Clarence Rosenkrans [801]
Clarence Rosenkrans, born 1897
Georgie Rosenkrans [802]
Georgie Rosenkrans, born 1898.

Jesse H. Rosenkrans [592] and Ella I. Chinnie had two children, as 
follows:

Lena May Rosenkrans [803]
Lena May Rosenkrans, a daughter.
Fnu Rosenkrans [804]
Fnu Rosenkrans, a son.

Alvin Rosenkrans [599] and wife have three children.

Fnu Rosenkrans [805]
Fnu Rosenkrans, name and gender unknown.
Fnu Rosenkrans [806]
Fnu Rosenkrans, name and gender unknown.
Fnu Rosenkrans [807]
Fnu Rosenkrans, name and gender unknown.
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Anson Rosenkrans [601] and Emily G. Smith have three children.

Mabel Rosenkrans [808]
Mabel Rosenkrans, born January 8, 1893, daughter of Anson [601].
Carl Rosenkrans [809]
Carl Rosenkrans, son f Anson [601].
Amy Rosenkrans [810]
Amy Rosenkrans, daughter of Anson [601].

Louis H. Rosenkrans [635] and Anita Williams had four children.

James Morris Rosenkrans [811]
James Morris Rosenkrans, son of Louis H. [635], was born in Lackawanna 
County, Pennsylvania near Bald Mount, June 22, 1855, and married 
September 20, 1882, Sarah Jane Repp, of Old Forge, born at Scranton, 
October 15, 1855, daughter of Frederick Repp and Elizabeth Wolfinger, of 
Prussia, Germany. In 1894, James Morris was manager of a tea store for 
Jones Brothers, at Binghampton, whence he reported items concerning 
his family. He was subsequently manager at Albany, New York, where he 
died December 22, 1897. His widow, Sarah Jane Rosenkrans, is now living 
at Old Forge, Luzerne County, PennsylvanIowa She has one child, Bertha 
Rosenkrans, born at Binghampton, January 15, 1897.
Georgianna May Rosenkrans [812]
Georgianna May Rosenkrans, daughter of Louis H. [635], was born 
near Bald Mount, Pennsylvania, March 1, 1866. She attended the West 
Pittston High School and became a teacher. She taught at Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, and Binghampton, New York, securing two State certificates 
of her qualification, and taught till her health failed, when she retired 
to Sinthington, Connecticut, to visit her brother, Dr. E.B. Rosenkrans, 
then on a summer vacation. She there met Louis H. Harrison whom she 
subsequently married. They now reside at Miami, Connecticut where Mr. 
Harrison is bookkeeper for some manufacturing company. They have two 
children, Everett and an infant whose name is not known.
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John Hice Rosenkrans [813]
John Hice Rosenkrans, son of Louis H., [635] was born in Newton Township, 
Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, April 15, 1858, and married March 
29, 1882, Maggie E. Sharkey, born at West Pittston, March 23, 1856, 
daughter of Barnard Sharkey and wife Emeline Taylor. In 1884, John Hice 
became manager of a company tea store at Williamsport, Pennsylvania, 
remaining there five years. In 1889, took charge of one in Rochester, New 
York, at 106 State Street, where he still remains manager. His wife died 
there September 7, 1898, and September 28, 1899, he married Carrie E. 
Heath, born at Syracuse, January 30, 1871. James Morris by his first wife 
has two children, Ethel May and Mabel Pearl.
Dr. Even Benjamin Rosenkrans [814]
Dr. Even Benjamin Rosenkrans, son of Louis H. [635], was born 1867; is 
married and a dentist located at 51 Broad-way, Norwich, Connecticut The 
following is his autobiography: “E. Benjamin Rosenkrans, born August 9, 
1867, at Newton, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania His father, Louis H., and 

dr. even B. rOsenkrans 
[814a]

mrs. emily e. rOsenkrans 
[814B]
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mother Arilla Rosenkrans, died when he was a mere boy. He first began to 
earn his own livelihood after his mother’s death by selling tea and coffee 
at Pittston, Pennsylvania, after which he took for his chosen profession 
the study of dentistry under the preceptorship of Charles W. McCall, of 
Binghampton, New York. While residing at Binghampton he was baptized 
by Rev. L.M.S. Haynes and joined the first Baptist church of Binghampton. 
After leaving Binghampton he entered the University at Michigan, dental 
department, and later Indiana Medical College. After leaving college he 
determined to see and visit all sections of North America, which he did, 
and then, after having several offers in different cities in the East, he 
finally settled and married Emily E. Burchard, at Norwich, Connecticut 
April 26- 1897. His wife is directly descendant from John Burchard, who 
came to this country in ship “True Love,” September 20, 1635, and was 
one of twelve original proprietors of Norwich, Connecticut Her fattier, 
Justin W. still owns and lives on a farm which was part of the tract owned 
and handed down from the first proprietor at Norwich, Connecticut. E. 
Benjamin Rosenkrans resides and enjoys a lucrative Dental practice in 
Norwich at time of issuing this book. It may be added that B. Rosenkrans 
D.D.S., of 51 Broadway, Norwich, Connecticut, is chairman of the council 
of the “Publishers of the Medical Dental and Pharmaceutical Directory of 
Connecticut.”

Ira D. Rosenkrans [640], and Sadie D. Griffin have three children.

Raymond A. Rosenkrans [815]
Raymond A. Rosenkrans, son of Ira D. [640], was born October 12, 1881.
Arthur B. Rosenkrans [816]
Arthur B. Rosenkrans, son of Ira D. [640], was born February 9, 1887.
Nellie F. Rosenkrans [817]
Nellie F. Rosenkrans, son of Ira D. [640], was born June 8, 1889.
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John M. “Rosencrance,” [641] and Sophronia Maria Meeker had seven 
children, and by Mattie Adams he has four children.

Nellie M. Rosencrance [818]
Nellie M. Rosencrance, daughter of John M. [641] was born in Wantage 
Township New Jersey, near the New York State line, June 14, 1855. She 
went with her parents to Morgan County, Georgia, at the age of thirteen 
and subsequently married William Washburn, a farmer of New York State, 
now living on the Washburn homestead at Clearmont, Columbus County 
They have four children, Reuben, Albert, Charles and DelIowa
Frank. B. Rosencrance [819]
Frank. B. Rosencrance, son of John M. [641] was born in Wantage Township, 
Sussex County, New Jersey January 16, 1861, living with his parents in 
Morgan County, Georgia, he married 1891, Addie Wells born about 1872. 
He owns and conducts a cotton gin near Madison, GeorgIowa He is reported 
to be a Democrat in politics, and his wife in religion a Catholic. They have 
one child, Vivia, about eight years of age. 
Ezra S. Rosencrance [820]
Ezra S. Rosencrance, son of John M. [641] was born in Sussex County, 
New Jersey, near Unionville, New York, March 31, 1864. He married in 
Morgan County, Georgia, and Fannie Adams born 1870. They live near 
Madison, Morgan County, Georgia He is a planter. They are said to be 
Methodists. No children.
John S. Rosencrance [821]
John S. Rosencrance, son of John M. [641] was born in Sussex County, 
New Jersey, January 12. 1870, and married in Morgan County Georgia, 
Addie Weaver, born about 1879. He is a farmer and lives at Godfrey, 
Morgan County, Georgia, is a Baptist and has children: Jesse, born 1896, 
and Sarah M., born 1899.
Amanda Jane Rosencrance [822]
Amanda Jane Rosencrance, daughter of John M. [641] by his first wife, 
Maria Meeker.
Oscar A. Rosencrance [823]
Oscar A. Rosencrance, son of John M. [641] by his first wife.
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Albert C. Rosencrance [824]
Albert C. Rosencrance, son of John M. [641] by his first wife, the two 
former living and the latter departed.
George Adams Rosencrance [825]
George Adams Rosencrance, son of John M [641] by his second wife, Mattie 
Adams was born 1885.
Jane Rosenkrance [826]
Jane Rosenkrance, born later, died of diphtheria at five years of age.
Anna Rosenkrance [827]
Anna Rosenkrance, born later, died of diphtheria at three years of age.
Daniel Rosenkrance [828]
Daniel Rosenkrance, the fourth child by his second wife, is living with her 
parents in Georgia.

James P. Rosenkrance [642] and Rosanna D, Williams have five 
children.

Clarence Daniel Rosenkrance [829]
Clarence Daniel Rosenkrance, son of James P. [642], was born at Pittston, 
Pennsylvania, March 1, 1861. After leaving public school he entered 
Wyoming Seminary at Kingston, Pennsylvania, where he took a business 
course, and has been for several years train dispatcher and time keeper 
for the E.W.V. & Pennsylvania Coal Company at Sebastopol, Pennsylvania 
He married April 27, 1899, Nellie Elsworth, daughter of John Elsworth 
and Jane Lee. She was born at Ealoria, Wyoming County, Pennsylvania, 
July 4, 1869. It is reported that he is a member of the Free and Accepted 
Masons and a member of the Odd Fellows.
Althea J. Rosenkrance [830]
Althea J. Rosenkrance, daughter of James P. [642], was born at Pittston, 
October 21, 1862 and married M. P. Hamlin, of Binghampton, N, Y., whose 
autobiography is as follows:

MAHLON P. HAMLIN, BINGHAMPTON, New York
The subject of this sketch descends from James Hamlin or Hamblin, 
a Puritan who was driven out of England on account of his religious 
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opinions. He settled at Barnstable, Cape Cod, Massachusetts, 1639. 
Thomas Hamlin, the great grandfather of Mahlon P. Hamlin, emigrated 
to New Jersey, and made settlement as a tenant of James Alexander, 
in what is now Hunterdon County, on the Bloomsbury Mountain about 
midway between Bloomsbury and Little York. Subsequently he made 
settlement in Greenwich Township, now Warren County. Samuel Hamlin, 
great grandfather of Mahlon P. Hamlin, son of Thomas Hamblin, settled in 
Columbia County, Pennsylvania, near Light Street. His son Mahlon is the 
grandfather of Mahlon P. Hamlin. Daniel Hamlin, son of Mahlon, born near 
Light Street, Pennsylvania, December 17, 1841, is the father of Mahlon P. 
Hamlin.
“The subject of this sketch is the eldest child of Daniel and Josephine 
(Porter) Hamlin born at Light street, Columbia County, Pennsylvania, May 
21, 1861, married at Pittston, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, April 15, 
1885, to Althea J. Rosenkrance, daughter of James P., and Rosanna D. 
(Williams) Rosenkrance. She was born at Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 
21, 1862. At the age of five years he removed with his parents to Pittston, 
Pennsylvania, where he attended the public schools until sixteen years 
of age, When he entered the Wyoming Valley Paper Mills of that place 
(his father being superintendent) for the purpose of learning the business, 
where by careful attention to the details he obtained a practical knowledge 
of the business. Subsequently he took charge of the mill at Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, for the Wilkes-Barre Paper Mfg. County, remaining in their 
employ until the fall of 1890, when he removed to Binghamton, New York, 
and assumed control as superintendent of the Mills for the Bayless Pulp 
and Paper County, which position he now holds.
“Always a Republican until the Presidential election of 1896, when he 
became fully convinced of the extent of corruption within the party, and 
being satisfied of the destructive tendency of the Legislation proposed by 
the party leaders he refused to longer affiliate with that party and since has 
practically withdrawn from politics. Children born to Mahlon P., and Althea 
J. (Rosenkrance) Hamlin: Norma L., born at Pittston, Pennsylvania, March 
28, 1887, Rosa J., born at Pittston, August 21, 1888, Daniel R., born at 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, July 6, 1890; Lorena J., born at Binghamton, 
N. Y, March 20, 1892; Paul M., born at Binghamton, June 5, 1894; Susan 
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A., born at Binghamton, July 14, 1896, James P., born August 20, 1897, 
Ruth, born October 19, 1899.”
Lillian May “Rosenkrans [831]
Lillian May “Rosenkrans,” daughter of James P. [642] was born at 
Pittston, Pennsylvania, March 11, 1866. She attended the public school 
at that place and also the High school at West Pittston, from which she 
graduated, since which, she has been at 
home with her parents in Pittston. The 
writer called on the family of James P. 
[642] in 1893, and from them received 
information concerning his father’s 
family, after which Miss Lillian M. 
made report by letter concerning the 
descendants of her grandfather Daniel, 
and has recently made a still more 
extended report of them. Thus she has 
furnished the principal portion of the 
information received concerning the 
family, though some of the members 
whose names and addresses she has 
given have recently made personal 
reports of their immediate families. She 
has also in answer to the prospectus 
received regarding “The Rosenkrans 
Family,” forwarded orders for six copies 
of the book. A complimentary likeness is 
here presented.
James P. “Rosenkrans” [832]
James P. “Rosenkrans,” Jr., son of James P. [642] was born at Pittston, 
Pennsylvania June 23, 1879. After leaving the public school he entered the 
Scranton Commercial College, where he completed a business course, after 
which he went to Newburgh, New York, and there clerked in a tea store 
for Jones Brothers, of Scranton. In January 1898, he became manager 
of one of their stores at Albany, New York, and is now in their employ at 
Youngstown, Ohio.

lillian may rOsenkrans [831]
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Rosa Dena ‘’Rosenkrans [833]
Rosa Dena ‘’Rosenkrans,” daughter of James P., was born December 29, 
1880. She graduated from the public high school June 8, 1898, and in 
September of same year, entered the State Normal School at Westchester, 
Pennsylvania On account of ill health she was compelled to leave the school 
and returned home.

Jesse Rosencrans [645] and Sarah H. Casterlin had five children.

William Rosencrans [834]
William Rosencrans, son of Jesse [645], was born at Unionville, New York, 
February 9, 1868, and is a druggist at Unionville. He married Florence 
Schoonover, daughter of George E. Schoonover and Electa Christie, born 
at Unionville, October 8, 1868. He is said to be a Presbyterian. No family.
Addie Rosencrans [835]
Addie Rosencrans, daughter of Jesse, [645] was born at Unionville, New 
York, September 20, 1870, is married and lives in Paterson, New Jersey 
Her husband is a blacksmith. No children.
Lillie Rosencrans [836]
Lillie Rosencrans, born February 14, 1874, died.
Nellie Rosencrans [837]
Nellie Rosencrans, born June 22, 1880 is in the post office at Unionville.
Daniel Rosencrans [838]
Daniel Rosencrans, born Feb 22, 1882, died February 17, 1887.

William H. Rosenkrance [646], and Nellie Green had six children,

Minnie Rosenkrance [839]
Minnie Rosenkrance, daughter of William H. [646] was born January 23, 
1869, in Pittston, Pennsylvania, and married William E. Grier, born Sept, 
3. 1868, son of Thomas E. Grier and Leticia Farren, He is a shipping clerk 
in a knitting mill at West Pittston, and is reported to be an Episcopalian.
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Jennie Rosenkrance [840]
Jennie Rosenkrance, daughter of William IL, born at Pittston, February 
22, 1870, married December 7, 1898, James Campbell, a brakeman, and 
has a child, Nellie.
William Rosenkrance [841]
William Rosenkrance, son of William H. [646] was born in Pittston, 
Pennsylvania, June 22, 1871, and married December 26, 1892, Teresa 
G. Martin and keeps a livery stable at Pittston. He is reported as an 
Episcopalian and has a son Willie Hudson, born October 25, 1897.
James Rosenkrance [842]
James Rosenkrance, son of William H. [646] was born October 23, 1872, 
and married April 29, 1896, Rachel Linford, born January 1877. He is a 
farmer, and has a child Eleanor, born March 22, 1897.
Nellie Rosenkrance [843]
Nellie Rosenkrance, daughter of William H., was born at Pittston, May.4, 
1874, and lives with her sister, Mrs. Minnie Grier, at West Pittston, 
Pennsylvania
Sarah Rosenkrance [844]
Sarah Rosenkrance, the last child of William H., was born April 11, 1879, 
died December 11, 1881.

Benjamin Rosenkrance [648] and wife, living in the far West, have 
four children.

Fnu Rosenkrance [845]
Fnu Rosenkrance, name and gender unknown.
Fnu Rosenkrance [846]
Fnu Rosenkrance, name and gender unknown.
Fnu Rosenkrance [847]
Fnu Rosenkrance, name and gender unknown.
Fnu Rosenkrance [848]
Fnu Rosenkrance, name and gender unknown.
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Charles W. Rosencrance [649], and Sarah J. West have nine children.

Jessie M. Rosencrance [849]
Jessie M. Rosencrance, daughter of Charles W., born in Pittston, 
Pennsylvania, May 29, 1871, married January 19, 1891, Frank Siglin, a 
blacksmith born October 4, 1869. They have two boys, Benjamin J. Siglin 
born December 29, 1892, and Charles F. born December 4, 1898.
Willie V. Rosencrance [850]
Willie V. Rosencrance, born July 22, 1873, died.
Eva S. Rosencrance [851]
Eva S. Rosencrance, born May 10, 1875.
Charles S. Rosencrance [852]
Charles S. Rosencrance, born August 22, 1877, is a coal heaver.
Daniel R. Rosencrance [853]
Daniel R. Rosencrance, born January 28, 1879, is a plumber.
Benjamin F. Rosencrance [854]
Benjamin F. Rosencrance, born April 4, 1880 is a pattern maker.
Sarah J. Rosencrance [855]
Sarah J. Rosencrance, born December 20, 1881, died September 4, 1888.
Carrie H. Rosencrance [856]
Carrie H. Rosencrance, was born August 19, 1888.
Lulu P. Rosencrance [857]
Lulu P. Rosencrance, was born October 9, 1889.

General William Stark Rosecrans [657], and Annie Eliza Hageman had 
seven children.

William Rosecrans [858]
William Rosecrans, son of the General, was born about 1845 and died in 
infancy at West Point, New York.
Adrian Louis Rosecrans  [859]
Adrian Louis, son of General William Stark, as reported by his sister, Mrs. 
Lily R. Toole, was born at Newport, Rhode Island, and was educated for the 
priesthood. He became a priest at the age of twenty-four, and was a member 
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of the Paulist community, “an American Association of literary priests,” 
said to be located at Street Paul’s Church, 59th Street and 9th Avenue, 
New York He died in New York at twenty-
six years of age.
Mary Louise Rosecrans [860]
Mary Louise Rosecrans, daughter of 
General W.S., was born at Newport, 
Rhode Island, and raised in Ohio. She 
became a nun at the Ursuline Convent, 
Street Martin’s, Brown County, Ohio, 
where she died aged 26 years.
Lily Rosecrans [861]
Lily Rosecrans, daughter of General 
William Stark [657], was born at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and while living with 
her parents in Washington, D. C., was 
married May 7, 1890, to Joseph Kemp 
Toole, first Governor of the State of 
Montana, and still living at Helena. 
Governor Joseph K. Toole was born in 
Savannah, Georgia, 1852, son of Judge 
Edwin Toole, born in Shelby County, Kentucky, and Lucinda Shepperd 
Porter, Governor Toole’s grandfather was Daniel Toole, of Kentucky, who 
married Elizabeth Brunner, His great grandfather was William Toole, of 
Virginia, whose brother, it is said, was a soldier of the Revolution, and, in 
accordance with the custom of the time, wore “buckled shoes, black stockings 
and knickerbockers.” Governor Toole, the husband of Lily Rosecrans Toole, 
is a lawyer by profession; has been State’s Attorney; delegate from the 
Territory of Montana, and Member of the State Constitutional Committee. 
In answer to a letter of inquiry, dated Montana, June 18, 1893, Mrs. Toole 
says,
“Your letter of May 24 has remained unanswered longer than intended, as 
I am greatly pleased to hear anything about the ancestors of our family. 
I enclose you the names of my father’s parents and grandparents, I am 
sorry to say that I cannot tell that of his great grandfather, but from all I 

adrian lOuis rOseCrans, 
priesT [859]

lily rOseCrans TOOle [861a] gOvernOr J.k. TOOle [861B]

365

The Eighth Generation



can gather, I am inclined to think it was Jacob. I have seen a facsimile of 
a letter from Jacob Rosecrans, who was living at the time in Pennsylvania, 
and was an old man. I think the date was early in the century or near 
the close of the last. He speaks in the letter of his son having gone to 
settle in Ohio,” (See letter of Jacob 25.) She further says: “I am very much 
interested on the subject, and will be glad to answer any questions I can, 
and thankful for any information you can give me.”
In a letter from Los Angeles, California, March 2, 1894, she says: “I am 
visiting my father and brother, C.F. Rosecrans, with whom my father now 
makes his home, on their ranch about seven miles from Los Angeles, on 
the Redondo Railway. This salubrious climate has done wonders for my 
father, who, though not strong enough to attend to business, is able to 
walk, drive himself, and enjoy a great many things. I have talked with him 
about your letter and questions. He is greatly interested, and has given me 
what particulars he could remember. I should be very pleased to receive 
the book you mention of “Church History,” and still more pleased if you 
can give me the name of my father’s great grandfather, the husband of 
Catharine.
I enclose answers to your questions, but am sorry my husband is not 
here for me to give you particulars about him and his family. (Received 
afterwards.) My father sends you his regards and congratulations on 
having taken in hand a work so fit to be done.”
In answer to a letter giving her the name of the captive husband, Captain 
Daniel Rosecrants, [59] she says: “I write now especially to tell you that 
Daniel, the captive husband of Catharine, has another descendant, who 
bears the name of Joseph Porter Toole, born December 2, 1896. He is 
named for his father, and Toole grandmother, who was Lucinda (Shepperd) 
Porter, born in Shelby County, Kentucky Her father was Transportation 
Master in the army in the war of 1812, and was killed in the battle of the 
river Raisin. My husband’s father, Judge Edwin Toole, lives with us, and 
is now in his ninetieth year, having all his faculties and enjoying as a rule 
good health. When I was in Washington, before my marriage, one afternoon 
at a large reception, a prominent woman who had just been talking to the 
Danish Minister, came to where I was standing with my father, General 
Rosecrans, and said: `The Danish Minister just asked me the name of 

366 THE ROSENKRANS FAMILY
IN EUROPE AND AMERICA



that man, (indicating my father) with the striking profile. He says he is 
the image of portraits of the Rosenkranz family in Denmark.’ The Danish 
Minister also told me that the Rosenkranz family in Denmark was one of 
the most distinguished in his country.”
The next letter from her announced the death of her father, and of her 
eldest child. She says: “I have not written before this owing to sad events in 
our family. The newspapers told you of my father’s death, but-none of them 
stated the immediate cause of it. We lost our oldest boy, Rosecrans, named 
for papa, on the 20th of February. He died from croup in San Francisco. 
My father was devoted to the child, and was expecting a visit from him. 
They told him the little fellow was ill and took three days to prepare him for 
the worst, but when the blow really came it was more than he could bear. 
He remained perfectly rigid for eleven minutes, and they thought he was 
paralyzed. Then making apparently a heroic effort to control himself, he 
rallied and even spoke several times of the child. The next day- however, 
there was a complete physical, and for the first time, mental collapse, He did 
not appear to recognize any one and he remained in that condition about 
a fortnight, though he was entirely conscious before his death and his end 
was very peaceful. There are three of us left, my brother Carl Frederick, 
my sister, Anita and myself.” The remaining children of Governor and Lily 
Rosecrans Toole, are Edwin Warren, born Oct, 1892, and Joseph Porter, 
born December 2, 1896.
Anna D. Rosecrans [862]
Anna D. Rosecrans, daughter of General William Stark [657], was born near 
Wheeling, West Va., and remained with her father during his public life 
at Washington, and also in his retirement, on his ranch near Los Angeles, 
California She still makes her home there with her brother, Carl Frederick, 
spending a portion of her time with her sister at Helena, Montana. She is 
engaged in writing her father’s history- which she commenced before his 
death. The first communication received from her was dated Los Angeles, 
California, January 20, 1898, which in part is as follows: “My sister, Mrs. 
Toole, writes me from Montana that you would like a good photograph of 
my father, so I send you one, taken in civilian dress, which we have always 
thought an excellent likeness of him, I am glad of the opportunity thus 
given me of telling you how interested I have been in your genealogical 
work about the family and it is especially valuable to me as I am collecting 
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data of all kinds with a view of writing my father’s life. My father is a 
very great invalid, and has been so for five years, but the genial climate 
of Southern California is prolonging his life. He has been pleased to read 
your information so kindly furnished us through my sister, and I know it 
would be a pleasure to him to meet you. Perhaps this event may take place 
someday, should you, like so many eastern people come to take a peep 
at far famed CalifornIowa If so you will know where to find us. With kind 
wishes, etc. Anna D. Rosecrans.”
Carl Fredrick Rosecrans [863]
Carl Fredrick Rosecrans, son Of General William Stark, [657], was born 
at Cincinnati, Ohio, about the beginning of the Rebellion. He married 
Lillian McMannus, whose father is said to have been General McMannus, 
of Milwaukee. He is living on the Rosecrans ranch on the Redondo railway 
seven miles from Los Angeles. He is the only surviving son of the General 
and has two children, Carmelita and William Stark, the latter being the 
only living male descendant of the general bearing the name.
Charlotte Rosecrans [864]
Charlotte Rosecrans, youngest child 
of General William S. [657], was born 
at Yellow Springs, Ohio, and died in 
infancy.

Charles Wesley Rosecrans [658] and 
Mary Runnells had one child.

Mary Emelda Rosecrans [865]
Mary Emelda Rosecrans, daughter of 
Charles Wesley [649], was born in Ohio, 
and became a Dominican nun, called 
Sister Mary Emelda, and when reported 
was living at Galveston, Texas.

anna d. rOseCrans [862]
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Henry Crandall Rosecrans [659] and Elizabeth Dickey had six children.

Ada Viola Rosecrans [866]
Ada Viola Rosecrans, daughter of Henry Crandall [659], died young.
Willena Rosecrans [867]
Willena Rosecrans, daughter of Henry Crandall [659], died young.
Menza Oveda Rosecrans [868]
Menza Oveda Rosecrans, daughter of Henry Crandall, was born at What 
Cheer, Iowa., August 15, 1853. She was educated at St. Mary’s Convent, 
Brown County, Ohio, and married about 1884, Richard Burke, editor of 
the What Cheer Reporter. When reported in 1894, she was Superintendent 
of Public Schools. The children of Richard Burke and Meuza Oveda are: 
Harry, born May 23, 1885, Tom, born March 11- 1887, William, born 
October 1, 1888, John Nugent, born October 26, 1890, and Mary Elizabeth, 
born January 1, 1893.
Adrian Dickey Rosecrans [869]
Adrian Dickey Rosecrans, son of Henry Crandall, [659], was born at What 
Cheer, Iowa, November 14, 1855. He married Zetta Dean. In 1894 he was 
a telegraph operator.
William Joseph Rosecrans [870]
William Joseph Rosecrans, Son of Henry Crandall, was born January 8, 
1861, was clerk in the post office at What Cheer.
Henry Sylvester Rosecrans [871]
Henry Sylvester Rosecrans, son of Henry Crandall [659], was born at 
What Cheer October 18, 1865. He married Grace Bosland and in 1894 
was foreman in the office of the What Cheer Reporter, published by his 
brother-in-law. They have two children.

Crandall W. Rosecrans [668] and Lile Corey have three children.

Jesse Grant Rosecrans [872]
Jesse Grant Rosecrans son of Crandall W. [668], as reported by the latter 
1898 was born 1872 and married in 1897.
Bertha Belle Rosecrans [873]
Bertha Belle Rosecrans was born in 1874.
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William Stark Rosecrans [874]
William Stark Rosecrans, was born 1875 and living on the farm with his 
father near Broadway, Ohio.

Henry Crandall Rosecrans [670] and Hattie Piers had two children.1

Dulcie Rosecrans [875]
Dulcie Rosecrans, daughter of Henry Crandall [670], was born at Montrose, 
Missouri, May 10, 1896.
Dellah Rosecrans [876]
Dellah Rosecrans, her twin, was born at Montrose, Missouri, May 10, 1896.

Emmet Leroy Rosecrans [671] and Emma Wallace had one child.

Lynn Edgar Rosecrans [877]
Lynn Edgar Rosecrans, son of Emmet Leroy [671], was born at Rushville, 
Nebraska, November 12, 1897.

Harry Marmaduke Rosecrans [679] and Ida Wood have two children.

Karl Rosecrans [878]
Karl Rosecrans, son of Harry Marmaduke, [679] was born at Clear Lake, 
Iowa, May 19, 1886.
Ruth Rosecrans [879]
Ruth Rosecrans was born August 6. 1888.

William I. Rosecrans [680], and Catharine G. Finch have two children.

Leo Marmaduke Rosecrans [880]
Leo Marmaduke Rosecrans, son of William I. [680] was born at Belmond, 
Iowa, April 16, 1887.
Geneveve Gladys Rosecrans [881]
Geneveve Gladys Rosecrans, was born September 2, 1888.

1 The reference to Henry Crandall was omitted in Allen’s text.
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Leander W. Rosecrans [690], and Mary E. Winebrenner had seven 
children.

Jennie Bell Rosecrans [882]
Jennie Bell Rosecrans, daughter of Leander W. [690] was born at Franklin 
Grove, Illinois February 25, 1862, and married December 18, 1881 Fred L. 
Howard, of Chicago, a railroader. No children.
Frank Walker Rosecrans [883]
Frank Walker Rosecrans, son of Leander W. [690] was born at Franklin 
Grove, Illinois November 18, 1864. He married December 26, 1888, Eva 
Belle Black, of Sycamore, Illinois, born there February 10, 1872, He is an 
electrician living at Rochelle, Illinois, and reported concerning his father’s 
family and his own in 1899 when he had two children, Earle and Clifford 
Calvin, the latter as will be seen ending the list in the ninth generation in 
this country.
Maud Rosecrans [884]
Maud Rosecrans, daughter of Leander W. [690] was born at Marshalltown, 
Iowa, November 24, 1868, and married August 10, 1899 John H. Oggle, 
photographer at Orange City, Iowa No children.
May Mahala Rosecrans [885]
May Mahala Rosecrans, daughter of Leander W. [690] was born in Chicago 
August 28, 1872, married Louis M. Sheppard, Rail-way engineer, February 
1890. Their children are Louis Sheppard, Jr., born in Chicago, December 
1890, and died February 1891. Ella, born in Chicago 1893, and May born 
at Blue Island, Illinois, 1896.
Charles Elmer Rosecrans [886]
Charles Elmer Rosecrans, son of Leander W. [690] was born in Chicago 
April 17, 1875 and died January 21, 1896.
Wilder Barfield Rosecrans [887]
Wilder Barfield Rosecrans, son of Leander W. [690] was born at Des Plaines, 
Illinois October 2, 1884.
Hazel Rosecrans [888]
Hazel Rosecrans, seventh and last child of Leander W. [690] was born in 
Chicago February 25, 1886.
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William Henry Rosecrans [706], and Jennie M. Cleveland have six 
children,

William Arthur Rosecrans [889]
William Arthur, son of William Henry Rosecrans, [706] was born on a farm 
near Elwood, Nebraska October 6, 1882.
Myrtle Adra Rosecrans [890]
Myrtle Adra Rosecrans, was born June 22, 1885.
Elna Jay Rosecrans [891]
Elna Jay Rosecrans, was born April 21, 1888.
Nellie Edith Rosecrans [892]
Nellie Edith Rosecrans, was born June 30, 1890.
Charles Isaac Rosecrans [893]
Charles Isaac Rosecrans, was born June 15, 1892.
Fred Clifford Rosecrans [894]
Fred Clifford Rosecrans, was born June 6, 1894.

Almond W. Rosecrans [709] and Westanna E. Glenn have one child.

Glenn Crandall Rosecrans [895]
Glenn Crandall Rosecrans, son of Almond W. [709] was born at Ashton, 
Illinois January 22, 1890.

Crandall A. Rosecrans [710], and Olive E. Haney have two children,

Helen L Rosecrans [896]
Helen L Rosecrans, daughter of Crandall A. Rosecrans, [705] was born in 
Chicago, September 29, 1895 and died 1896.
Crandall Zachariah Rosecrans [897]
Crandall Zachariah Rosecrans was born January 4, 1897.
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Philo Judson Rosecrans [712], and Matilda J. Risley, of Ruthven, Iowa, 
have six children.

Estella May Rosecrans [898]
Estella May Rosecrans, daughter of Philo Judson was born November 13, 
1877.
Ellis Rosecrans [899]
Ellis Rosecrans was born September 25, 1881.
Eva Rosecrans [900]
Eva Rosecrans was born November 17, 1883.
Mabel Rosecrans [901]
Mabel Rosecrans was born February 6, 1885.
Willie Rosecrans [902]
Willie Rosecrans was born February 16, 1890.
Vincent Rosecrans [903]
Vincent Rosecrans was born March 20, 1897.

William Estus Rosecrans [713] and Florence Cornwell have one child.

Earl Rosecrans [904]
Earl Rosecrans was born at Victor, Iowa, September 1, 1887.

Chauncy Thomas Rosecrans [714] and Rose Compton had one child.

William Rosecrans [905]
William Rosecrans, son of Chauncy, was born at Bridgewater, South 
Dakota, January 11, 1897, and died February 25, of the same year.

Matthew Russell Rosecrans [715] and Josefa Acosta had four children.

William Rosecrans [906]
William Rosecrans, son of Matthew, was born in Silver City, New Mexico 
1889.
Natalie Rosecrans [907]
Natalie Rosecrans, was born there 1891.
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Ernest Rosecrans [908]
Ernest Rosecrans was born 1893.
Fnu Rosecrans [909]
Fnu Rosecrans, and the youngest, whose name is not reported, was born 
in 1895.

Charles Philo Rosecrans [716] and Florence Mae Tessler have two 
children.

Adrience Rosecrans [910]
Adrience Rosecrans, daughter of Charles Philo, was born at Gila, New 
Mexico August 1, 1894.
Alvin Tessler Rosecrans [911]
Alvin Tessler Rosecrans was born there May 28, 1897.
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Ninth Generation
Frank Walter Rosenkrans [725] and Mary Hart have one child.

Walter T. Rosenkrans [912]
Walter T. Rosenkrans, birth date unknown.

John B. Rosenkrans [726] and Sabia Gardiner have two children.

Leland Stanford [913]
Leland Stanford, no further information.
Dayton Lawrence [914]
Dayton Lawrence, no further information.

James Morris Rosenkrans [811] and Sarah Jane Repp have one child.

Bertha Rosenkrans [915]
Bertha Rosenkrans, born January 15, 1886.

John Hice Rosenkrans [813] and Maggie Sharkey have two children.

Ethel May Rosenkrans [916]
Ethel May Rosenkrans, born February 12, 1883.
Mabel Pearl Rosenkrans [917]
Mabel Pearl Rosenkrans, born April 2, 1891.

Frank B. Rosenkrance [819] and Addie Wells, of Morgan County, 
Georgia, have one child.

Vivia Rosenkrance [918]
Vivia Rosenkrance, born 1891.

John S. Rosencrance [821] and Addie Weaver of Morgan County, 
Georgia have two children.

Jesse Rosenkrance [919]
Jesse Rosenkrance, born 1896.

375

Ninth Generation



Sarah M. Rosenkrance [920]
Sarah M. Rosenkrance, born 1899.

William Rosencrance [841] and Teresa G. Martin have one child,

Willie Hudson Rosenkrance [921]
Willie Hudson Rosenkrance, born October 25, 1897.

James Rosencrance [842], and Rachael Linford, of Pittston, 
Pennsylvania, have one child.

Eleanor Rosenkrance [922]
Eleanor Rosenkrance, born March 22, 1897.

Carl Frederick Rosecrans [863] and Lillian McMannus have two 
children.

Carmelita Edith Rosecrans [923]
Carmelita Edith Rosecrans, was born in 1884.
William Stark Rosecrans [924]
William Stark Rosecrans, was born in 1889.

Henry Sylvester Rosecrans [871], and Grace Bosland have two children.

Fnu Rosecrans [925]
Fnu Rosecrans, name and gender unknown.
Fnu Rosecrans [926]
Fnu Rosecrans, name and gender unknown.

Frank Walker Rosecrans [883] and Eva Belle Black have two children,

Clyde Erle Rosecrans [927]
Clyde Erle Rosecrans, son of Frank Walker [883], was born in Syracuse, 
Illinois, May 27, 1890.
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Clifford Calvin Rosecrans [928]
Clifford Calvin Rosecrans, son of Frank Walker, [883], was born in Syracuse, 
Illinois, February 14, 1899, His father says, “he is our Valentine,” and he is 
also the end of the genealogical list being the last born of the last parents 
of the Eight Generation, descended from Dirk [009], the last of the sons of 
Harmon Hendrick Rosenkrans [001]. As he is a “Valentine”—one precious 
to the hearts of his parents, so may we each one of us, by our love and 
devotion to the Savior, be precious in the sight of “Our Father which is in 
Heaven,”
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Early Ancestry Unknown
As previously stated the foregoing genealogy of “The Rosenkrans Family,” 
in this country, includes only those known to be descendants of Harmon 
Hendrick Rosenkrans [001] of Ulster County, New York, while from the 
writer’s own knowledge and from correspondence, it is found that there 
are many of the Rosenkrans name in Eastern New York and elsewhere, 
whose early ancestors are unknown, and who are probably descendants 
of Harmon Hendrick, while the ancestors of some are more recently from 
Holland or Germany.
For the benefit of those who may desire to look up their early ancestors 
and find their own connection with the main branch of the family whose 
genealogy is herewith given, we will name some of the early members of 
the family mentioned in the genealogy, who disappeared from the church 
records on the route of the settlement west of Kingston, and who probably 
went North Eastward in New York, whose descendants have become quite 
numerous and Whose genealogy has not been searched out.
Of the children of Harmon Hendrick Rosenkrans [001] who disappeared 
from the records: were Harmanus or Harmon, and Sarah, the latter having 
gone to Albany County, and made a will dated June 17, 1726, which is 
recorded at Albany, as found in “Calendar of Wills.” Harmon probably went 
there also. Two other daughters after marriage disappeared also with their 
families—Anna who married Humphrey Davenport, and Christiana, who 
married Cornelius Kertright, whose children are mentioned in Sarah’s will.
Of the grandchildren of Harmon Hendrick Rosenkrans [001], who disappeared 
from Ulster County, were Helenah, daughter of Alexander Rosenkrans [002], 
and Apollonia, William, Herman, Hendrick, John, Alexander and Isaac, 
children of Hendrick Rosenkrans [007], who probably went to the Albany 
settlement. From Sussex County, disappeared Harmon Hendrick’s grandson 
Harmen [012], son of Alexander [002], with his family of four children, 
Alexander, Catharine, Anna and Joseph. These probably went westward in 
New York or to Wisconsin. Of Harmon Hendrick’s great grandchildren who 
left Sussex, and whose descendants are not known at the present time were 
Captain Jacob [038], Alexander [401], and Charick D. W. [043], some of 
their children being last heard of in Ohio and Wisconsin.
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Families known by the writer when young whose connection with the main 
branch of the family has not been found are those of John I. Rosenkrans, 
of Walpack, and of Francis McGee, of Sandyston Township, Sussex County, 
New Jersey.
John I. Rosenkrans married Catharine VanCampen, daughter of Abram 
VauCampen, whose wife was Orianna Rosenkrans [040], thus being 
connected by marriage and perhaps by descent. An authentic report says 
that he came from Rochester township, Ulster County, New York, the early 
abode of the family and had a brother Harmon, a tailor living there, who 
married a sister to Henry DeWitt, Jr., of Kingston, who purchased of the 
VanCampens the Rosenkrans homestead at Shappanack Sussex County, 
New Jersey, John I. Rosenkrans had sons, A.V.C., and Theodore F., and 
several daughters. “A.V.C.” or Abram VanCampen Rosenkrans was a school 
teacher and a farmer and later in life a hotel keeper. He married Belinda 
Myres, daughter of Jacob Myres, of Walpack Centre, New Jersey, who lived 
in the old Stone dwelling there. A.V.C. had sons, Jacob H. and Abram V.C., 
also daughters, Belinda, Harriet and Ellen. He moved from Sussex to Wayne 
County, Pennsylvania, and thence to Clearfield County, Pennsylvania, where 
he died, 1879, his wife dying there 1882. His son, Jacob H., was a railroader 
on the gravity road in Wayne County, Pennsylvania, and a soldier in the war 
of the Rebellion.
He married a Miss Watrous in Wayne County, and moved to Penfield, in 
Clearfield County, Pennsylvania, where he was engaged in the coal business, 
and died September 16, 1898. His children were: Allen H., Frank, Friend, 
Roy, Ella, who married Dr. E.C. Lewis, and Clara, who married T.S. Lewis, 
of Oakmont, Pennsylvania. Allen H., (namesake) son of Jacob H., has been 
school teacher, newspaper correspondent, editor, and church worker and is 
now engaged in writing the history of Verona Township, including Penfield. 
Abram V.C. Rosenkrans, son of A.V.C., grew up, but died single, Belinda, 
daughter of A.V.C. Rosenkrans, married Ralph Potter, in Wayne County, 
who was a hotel keeper at Ariel; (No. 19) went to Clearfield County, and 
eventually to Illinois, where he died leaving one son.
Theodore F. Rosenkrans, son of John I., was a carpenter, married Jane Ayers, 
and secondly a Howell, widow of Allen Wyker, and lived near Beemerville, 
New Jersey, where she died about 1895, leaving a family.
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Francis McGee Rosenkrans, of Sandyston, already mentioned whose early 
ancestors are unknown, had sons, Benjamin, a shoemaker, in Sandyston, 
David, a carpenter, and Samuel, a seafaring man, whose life was mostly 
spent in whale fishing. David Rosenkrans, son of Francis McGee, had sons: 
Jasper, John and Evi, and had daughters also. Phebe Rosenkrans, daughter 
of Francis McGee, married William Layton, son of John Layton, Esq., and 
brother to the writer’s mother, whose sons were: Darius, John Jr., Sylvester, 
Francis, Stewart, William and Thomas. Their daughters were: Lydia, Eunice, 
Sarah, Christian and Phebe.

MEMBERS OF THE ROSENKRANS FAMILY UNKNOWN IN EASTERN 
NEW YORK STATE AND ELSEWHERE.

William Rosenkranz, of 118 Seventh Street. New York, (mentioned in the 
history of the family in Germany), who came from Germany, wrote me 
February 20, 1895, as follows: “Three years ago we met an old man of 
seventy-five years of age in Judge Hilton’s place (New York) employed to clean 
silver, every fourteen days, with the name Rosenkranz. His first name was 
John, whose grandfather had immigrated to this country over Holland, in 
1740. He was quite a rich man, living up town.” He further says: “Sometime 
ago I found in the history of Saratoga County, the name Rosenkranz. They 
must have been there a very early time because they were fighting with the 
Indians. This family is yet residing in Half Moon, a station between Albany 
and Saratoga.”
As Half Moon was the name of the vessel in which Hendrick Hudson came 
when he discovered Manhattan Island, and the river Hudson, it is probable 
that the early Hollanders of the Albany settlement, named this Half Moon 
after the name of the vessel, and the Rosenkranses may have gone there 
from the Kingston settlement. As the account of this John Rosenkranz’s 
grandfather coming from Holland in 1740 may have been only traditionary 
[sic] it is probable that he was a descendant of Harmon Hendrick [001].
Another family, whose early ancestry is unknown, is reported by Warren I. 
Rosecrans, of Erin, Chemung County, New York, in March, 1897. He says, 
“I was born in 1856, in the town of Erin, the son of Norman, born in 1831, 
the son of Warren, whose father was James. James had a brother Frederick, 
drowned in the river near Albany. James or Jimmy went from the town of 
Westerlow, Albany County, to Chemung, about 1820. His wife was Huldah 
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Winston, daughter of Isaac Winston. His children were: Warren, Harvey and 
Alonvol, besides six daughters. Harvey in 1897 was eighty-four years old, 
living in the town of Cattin, four miles from Havanna. His father James 
went from Chemung County, to Wisconsin. Warren I. has communicated 
recently from Park, Chemung County, N.Y.; giving many family names, but 
his connection with the family of Harmon Hendrick has not been found.
The following letter from Thomas Rosekrans, of Kingston, dated February 4, 
1897, gives some idea of the Rosenkrans families of Eastern New York, many 
of whom are probably descendants of Harmon Hendrick [001]. He says, “Dear 
Sir: Last night I received a letter you sent to my son, John S. Rosekrans, 
of Gardner, New York, Ulster County, requesting me to answer for him. 
There were two sons and four girls in my father’s family. I am oldest of the 
sons; was born in Schodack, Rensselaer County, New York My brother, 14 
years younger, died about a month ago, in Bath-on-the-Hudson, Rensselaer 
County, New York. My father was born in 1806, in Albany County, in town 
of. Guilderland, about eight miles west of Albany city, and was married 
there. He died in 1852. His name was James T. Rosekrans. His father’s 
name was Thomas Rosekrans. Do not know where he was born, but think 
in Guilderland, same place of my father, but have heard father say he was 
a descendant of the Rosekrans family of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, 
New York.
My father was youngest of his family. I recollect his brothers and sisters, 
John, Henry, Jackson, Elizabeth, Sarah, Ann and I think another brother 
or two, all then living in Albany or Rensselaer County, New York. There are 
several families of the name of Rosekrans about here and Poughkeepsie, but 
I know nothing of their records or genealogy. I am father of four sons and 
one daughter; am sixty-seven years old. If I can be of any further service 
write me, as I am pretty well acquainted in Ulster, Dutchess, Green, Albany 
and Rensselaer, in this state, and know of Rosekranses in all the above 
counties.” Signed, Thomas Rosekrans, 119 Main St., Kingston, New York 
His son John S, whom I first addressed, is a merchant at Gardner, New York 
A letter recently directed to his father has received no answer.
Another member of the unknown family is Harmon D. Rosenkrans, of 
Bradford, Steuben County, New York, who in 1896 and in June ‘98 reported 
as follows, “My father’s name was Peter, and my grandfather’s was John. My 
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grandfather moved from Orange County, to Cayuga County, New York town 
of Owaseo, when my father was quite young. I think they were both born in 
Orange County, New York In 1780 my grandfather married Magdalena Brink, 
His children were: William, born 1784, John, 1788, Zachariah, 1790, Peter- 
1794, Mary, 1796, Rachel, 1800, Jacob, 1803. My father Peter married in 
1816 Temperance Dumond, of Fayette, Seneca County, N- Y., and had the 
following children: Betsy, born 1818, Lany, 1820, Harmon D., 1822, Jacob- 
1825, Nelson, 1830.” Harmon D. says, “I had two children, Josephine, born 
1855, George W., 1859.”
Another branch of the Rosenkrans family, of eastern New York claiming a 
connection with General William Stark Rosecrans, but whose relationship 
we have not been able to find, is that descended from Warren Rosecrans, of 
Fishkill, Dutchess County, New York as reported in 1898 by Miss L. Eleanor 
S. Campbell, a descendant on her maternal side, then living with her 
grandmother at Portsmouth, Virginia, and more recently, with her parents 
in New York City. Her father is Richard Robertson Campbell, whose father 
was a merchant of Montreal, Canada, born in Edinburg, Scotland. Warren 
Rosecrans, of Fishkill, 1793, married Phebe Haff, and had children: Hannah, 
Eliza, Maria, Sarah, Ann, Catharine, Susan and Abraham D. Rosecrans — 
the latter having married a woman whose Christian name was Almira. He 
was Postmaster in Albany, where he died. Some years ago a newspaper was 
sent to me speaking of the death of Almira Rosecrans, of Albany, apparently 
without children, after which there were no less than three claimants to her 
property, who made application to become administrators. Maria Rosecrans, 
daughter of Warren, married James Hadden, of New York, whose son Warren 
Rosecrans Hadden has a son of the same name living in New York said to be 
“one of the first organists and choir masters in the Metropolis.”
Sarah Rosecrans married Peter Demarest, of New York, Susan married Peter 
Bogart, a stone mason, who she says built the Astor House on Broadway, 
New York; Hannah Eliza Rosenkrans married William Jackson, born in 
Philadelphia, 1804, and settled in Virginia. Their children were: Jane Eliza, 
Ann Cordelia and Murray. Ann Cordelia Jackson married Edward Hurst, 
of Portsmouth, Virginia, and had children: Mary Eliza, Annie Frances, 
Robert LeRoy and William Edward. Annie Frances Hurst married Richard 
R. Campbell, now living in New York, and is the mother of Miss L. Eleanor 
Stewart Campbell, the correspondent above mentioned. The other children 
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are: Annie Bertha, Carrie Frances, George Walter, Clinton Mather, Arthur 
Allan, and Edna Selina.
Still another branch of the family, whose early ancestry is unknown, but is 
probably descended from Harmon Hendrick, is reported by Dr. T. Simeon 
Rosengrant, of Batesville, Ohio, the son of George L., whose father was 
Simeon Rosengrant, who went to Ohio from the east, the Doctor thinks 
from Sussex County, New Jersey, He says that Simeon Rosengrant married 
Sydney Lodor, March 18, 1818, daughter of James and Rebecca Loder. [Sic] 
Simeon was born in 1796, and his wife in 1797. The Dr. says that Simeon 
Rosegrant had changed his name in some manner and was related to the 
Shoemakers.
Dr. Simeon Rosenkrans, of Sussex County, New Jersey, married a Shoemaker 
and was apparently the beginning of the name Simeon in the family and it 
seems evident therefore that this family that went to Ohio must have been 
acquainted with and perhaps related to Dr. Simeon Rosenkrans. As further 
evidence of this there were Lodors living in Sussex county at that time and 
Dr. Elijah RoseGrant with whom they were probably connected, is the only 
one known beside this Simeon whose surname was made to end with Grant. 
Not having found any connection of this Simeon with Dr. Simeon’s family, 
our opinion is that he is a descendant of Jacob or Alexander, or Charick 
D.W., mentioned above, who went to the west at an early day.
Another family in Eastern New York has been recently found as reported by 
Reverend James H. Rosecrans, whose name and address were given me by 
Allen H. Rosenkrans, of Penfield, Pennsylvania.
In reply to a letter of inquiry, dated at Breakabeen, New York. 1899, he says, 
“Dear Sir:—Reached this place yesterday, found your circular and letter. 
My grandfather, Henry Rosekrans, came to Schoharie County from near 
Albany. I believe he said he had five or six brothers scattered in different 
portions of the United. States or else his father had those brothers, I do not 
remember exactly. They came from Holland formerly as I understand it, 
to this country. Henry Rosekrans had six children that I remember three 
boys, Henry Rosekrans Jr., Frederick and Holmes, and three girls. I do 
not remember all of the girls’ names. Henry Rosekrans, Jr., had several 
children: Frederick Rosekrans several and Holmes Rosekrans, M.D., my 
father, had six boys and one girl by his last marriage and a daughter by his 
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first marriage. Henry, Frederick and Holmes and the three sisters, as well 
as grandfather are dead. My grandfather lived in the town of Wright. Henry 
R. Jr., lived and died on grandfather’s home place, the farm. His widow and 
one son live there now. Their address is Gallupville, New York. You can 
address Mr. Ed. Rosekrans there.
Frederick Rosekrans’s children are scattered so I cannot give their names or 
address. My father practiced medicine and died at Berne, Albany County, 
where I was born. His children are: Jacob H., Albert G., George F. now dead, 
James H., Thomas J., Washington B., and Sophia Elizabeth, now Mrs. Setzer, 
of North Blenheim, New York Jacob H. Rosekrans lives in Breakabeen, New 
York Albert G. lives in Fultonham, New York I am making this my home for 
the present, Breakabeen, New York Thomas J. lives in North Blenheim, New 
York Washington B. lives in Breakabeen, New York Jacob H., is a miller, 
Albert is a merchant, Thomas a shoemaker, Washington a farmer, and I, 
James H., a minister of the Gospel.
I was educated at Baxter’s University of Music, Friendship, New York Am 
the author of twenty or more music books My ministerial labors have been 
confined principally to the west and south, and were chiefly evangelistic and 
missionary. I am a minister of the church of Christ or Christian church- 
a church whose membership numbers nearly one million, two hundred 
thousand. Had I the time I might have gone the rounds and picked up 
a better or more thorough family record but as I am asthmatic I daren’t 
attempt it during winter weather. I would have been pleased to have ferreted 
out our ancestors, to have had a connected link of the families, but it will be 
impossible now.
* * *
You surely have been persistent in your hunt for the family and when I feel 
better able to purchase a book, I think I’ll get it. I am now fifty-five years of 
age. Early in my professional life I changed one letter in the name and write 
it Rosecrans. Several of my relatives have done so as well. When I was in 
California I met General Rosecrans’s daughter, a nun in a convent at Santa 
Rosa. She said I favored her father’s family. They were Roman Catholics. 
I hope this will not worry your patience. May happiness be yours, and 
successes crown your efforts. Yours in the one hope, James H. Rosecrans.”

MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY FROM GERMANY.
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Early Ancestry Unknown

Joseph B. Rosecrantz, of Sparta, Wisconsin, mentioned in Formation 
and Orthography of Names, reports the family of his great grandfather, 
Reverend Abraham Rosecrantz, who he says came from Germany before the 
Revolutionary war, and for a long time preached in that portion of German 
Flats, New York, called the Mohawk Valley, near Schenectady. He had sons: 
Abram, George; Joseph and Nicholas, and some daughters. His son George 
Rosecrantz married Ann Snell, and had children: Giuta, Margaret, Sally, 
Nancy and Abram G., born 1804. Abram G. married Nancy Bell, and had 
one son Joseph B., our worthy correspondent, and a daughter. Joseph B. 
was born in the town of Little Falls. Herkimer County, New York, October 
15, 1825, married Ada A. Johnson, 1854, and settled in ‘Wisconsin 1884, 
having sons George W., Frank B., and. Claude M. Abram, Joseph and 
Nicholas, sons of Reverend Abraham Rosecrantz, apparently remained in 
New York, and probably have descendants living in that vicinity. Joseph 
B. did not know the name of Reverend Abraham’s wife. We have learned 
from’ the church records that he as a clergyman at Albany, was married at 
Kingston May 16, 1758, to Mary Herchheimer, probably a German woman. 
They must have settled, as reported by Joseph B., at Schenectady, sometime 
after their marriage.
Besides William Rosenkranz, of New York, above mentioned, who came from 
the county of Duneldorf Province of Westphalia, Germany, on the Rhine, 
whose father and grandfather and great-grandfather, were school teachers 
in Westphalia, there are other Germans in New York City with whom the 
writer has corresponded. One of these in 1895 was Oscar Rosenkranz, (then 
living with his mother) whose full name was the patriotic one of George 
Washington Oscar Rosenkranz. He was shipping clerk with Armstrong 
Brothers, large cork dealers of the city. His grandfather was Reverend 
Joahim Daniel Rosenkranz, born in Loitz, Pomerania, Germany. His father 
was Herman Otto Christian Rosenkranz, who came from Germany 1861, 
was two years a soldier in the war of the Rebellion, and died without a 
pension, May 12, 1892.
The Rosenkrans name is found also among the Jews (so called,) of New York 
but apparently of German descent. Morris Rosenkranz, of 190 Henry Street, 
in 1895 answered a letter of inquiry in Russian Hebrew, and afterwards in 
English. Regarding his family and how the name originated among the Jews, 
he said, “Dear Sir:—I received yours of the 3rd inst., by which I learned you 
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were not able to make out my writing. I will therefore give you the desired 
information in English. My great-grandfather’s name was Elias Rosenkranz, 
that of my grandfather was Abraham Rosenkranz, and my father’s name is 
Salamon, Rosenkranz. He is at present eighty-four years old, He says that 
his grandfather was a Christian, and was a native of Germany. He was 
converted to the Jewish religion and emigrated to Russia. Rosenkranz is 
indeed a purely German name meaning garland of roses. And it must be in 
Germany where that name originated, since ten years our whole family is in 
this country, and outside of our family, I know nobody of that name, neither 
here nor in Russia.” 
It seems from the above report that the Rosenkranz name was introduced 
among the Russian Jews by this Elias Rosenkranz from Germany, and that 
all the Jews, so called, of the Rosenkranz name in New York, are descended 
from him.
If once a Christian, as reported, Elias made a mistake, and a sacrifice when 
he left Christianity, and cast his lot among the persecuted Jews, adopting 
for himself and descendants their religion and language and misfortunes, 
though they were once the chosen people of God, through whom the Messiah 
was promised and given.
When the Jews rejected and crucified Christ, and “All the people said His 
blood be on us and on our children,” they little imagined the result would be 
their National destruction and 1900 years of banishment and persecution, 
yet such was the penalty of their doings, but “a remnant” were saved.
Jesus “came to His own and His own received Him not, but as many as 
received Him to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on His name, which were born not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

THE END.
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Errata

Errata
Error Correction
Page 14— Line 29: Roose Roos
 “   15—  “  18: twenty-one twenty
 “   28—  “   6: 1275 1725
 “   35—  “  29: to the name took the name
 “   46—  “  24: contined continued
 “   46—  “  38: 1734 1737
 “   47—  “  11: 1777 1737
 “   53—  “  39: Rosenkrans Rosecrans
 “   71—  “  71: Chicago Milwaukee
 “  102—  “  22: Hannah Harriet
 “  154— (picture): Irvin Irwin
 “  176—  “  38: was born born
 “  215—  “  33: 126 128
 “  229—  “   7: Francis Frances
 “  268—  “  32: Alexandria Alexander
 “  272—  “   7: Angel’s Angels
 “  282—  “   9: the thee
 “  314—  “   6: names unknown Althea, May, 

Benjamin, Raymond 
and Lillian.

 “  322—  “  13: Gila, New Mexico San Jose, California
 “  323—  “  25: Eight Eighth
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